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TRAYLETLTSO 


INTO SEVERAL 


REMOTE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. 


By LEMUEL GULLIVER, 


Firſt a Surgeon, and then a Captain of ſeveral ſhips. 


Is FOUR PARTS. 
The PußzLis u ER to the Reaper. 


HE author of theſe travels, Mr. Lemuel Gul- 
liver, is my antient and intimate friend; there 
is likewiſe ſome relation between us on the mother's 
fide. About three years ago Mr. Gulliver, growing 
weary of the concourſe of curious people coming to 
him at his houſe in Redriff, made a ſmall purchaſe of 


land with a convenient houſe near Newark in Notting- 


hamfſhire, his native country; where he now lives re- 


tired, yet in good eſteem among his neighbours. 


Although Mr. Gulliver was born in Nottingham- 


ſhire, where his father dwelt, yet I have heard him 


ſay, his family came from Oxfordſhire ; to confirm 
which, I have obſerved in the church-yard at Ban- 


I bury in that county ſeveral tombs and monuments of 
ELS 


the Gullivers. 

Before he quitted Redriff, he left the cuſtody of the 
following papers in my hands, with the liberty to dif- 
poſe of them as I ſhould think fit. I have carefully - 
peruſed them three times: the ſtyle is very plain and 
ſimple ; and the only fault I find is, that the author, 
after the manner of travellers, is a little too circum- 
ſtantial. There is an air of truth apparent through 
the whole; and indeed the author was fo diſtinguith- 
ed for his veracity, that it hecame a fort of a proverb 
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4 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. 
firmed a GS fay it was as true as if Mr. Gulli- 
ver had ſpoken it. 

By the advice of ſeveral worthy perfons, to whom 
with the author's periniflion, I communicated theſe 


d 


2 I now venture to fend them into the world, 
oping they may be, at leaſt for ſome time, a better 


entertainment to our young noblemen, than the com- 
mon ſcribbles of politics and party. bz 
This volume would bave been at leaſt twice as 
large, if I had not made bold to ftrike out innumera- | 
ble paſſages relating to the winds and tides, as well 
as to the variations and bearings in the ſcveral voy- 
ages, together with the minute deſcriptions of ho 

management of the ſhip in ſtorms in the ſtyle of ſailors; | 
likewiſe the account of longitudes and latitudes ; | 
wherein I have reaſon to apprehend, that Mir. Gulli- 
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< 


ver may be a little diſſatisfied : but I was reſolved to 


fit the work as much as poſſible to the general capa- 
city of readers. However, if my own igncrarce in 
ſea affairs ſhall have led me to commit ſome miſtakes, 


hath a curioſity to ſee the whole work at large, as it 
came from the hand of the author, I will be ready to 

 Eratify bim. Es „„ 
As for any further particulars relating to the au- 
thor, the reader will receive ſatisfactlon from the fit 
pages of the book. : 
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A LETTER ; 


T alone am anſwerable for them: and if any traveller 
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direction to hire ſome young gentleman of either uni- 
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A Lerres from Capt. GuLtiver to his 
couſin SyMPSON. 


Written in the Year 1727. 


; 12 you will be ready to own publicly, when- 


ever you ſhall be called to it, that by your your 
and frequent urgency, you prevailed on me to pu 


a very looſe and uncorrect account of my travels, with 


verſity to put them in order, and correct the ſtyle, as 


my couſin Dampier did b advice in his book call- 
ol, Foam nd ohs endl, Bos I do not remember I 
gave you power to conſent, that any thing ſhould be 
omitted, and much leſs that any thing ſhould be in- 
ſerted 1 r as to the — 4 - here renounce 
eve ing of that kind ; icularly a para 

— her Majeſty Queen | Langer” moſt pious — 2 | 
rious memory ; although I did reverence and efteem 


ber more than any of human ſpecies. But you, or 


your interpolator, ought to have conſidered, that as 


it was not my inclination, ſo was it not decent to 
| 2 any animal of our compofition before my 


maſter 
ouyhnhnm ; and befides, the fat was altogether 


falſe ; for to oy being in En dur 


ing ſome part of her majeſty's reign, ſhe did govern 
by a chief miniſter ; ** 5 two fu vely, 


the firſt whereof was the lord of Godolphin, and the 


ſecond the lord of Oxford; ſo that you have made me 
ſay the thing that was not. Likewiſe in the account of the 
academy of projectors, and ſeveral paſſages of my dif- 
courſe to my maſter Houyhnhnm, you have either 
omitted ſome material circumſtances, or minced or 


| changed them in fuch a manner, that I do hardly know 


mine own work. When I formerly hinted to you ſome- 


thing of this in a letter, you were d to anſwer, 


that you were afraid of giving offence ; that people 


in power were very watchful over the preſs, and apt 


not only to interpret, but to puniſh every thing which 
looked like an Innuendo (as I think call it.) But, 
pray how could that which I ſpoke ſo many years ago, 
and at above five thouſand leagues diſtance, in = 
_— T7 


6 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. 
ther reign, he applied to any of the Yahoos, who now 
are ſaid to govern the herd; eſpecially at a time when 
I little thought on, or feared, the unhappineſs of liv- 
ing under them? have not I the meſt reaſon to com- 
ain, when I ſee theſe very Yahoos carried by Houyhr- 
in a vehicle, as if theſe were brutes and thoſe 

the rational creatures ? and indeed to avoid fo mon- 


ſtrous and deteſtable a fight was one principal motive 


of my retirement hither. 
Thus much I thought proper to tell you in relation 
to yourſelf, and to t r 

do in the next place complain of my own great 
want of judgment in being prevailed by the in- 
treaties and falſe reaſonings of you and ſome others, 


very much againſt my own opinion, to ſuffer my tra- 
vels to be publiſhed. Pray bring to your mind how 
_. often I de you to conſider, when you inſiſted on 


the motive of public good, that the Yahoos were a ſpe- 
cies of animals utterly incapable of amendment by 
_ precepts or example: and fo it hath proved; for, in- 
ſtead of ſeeing a full ſtop put to all abuſes and cor- 


ruptions, at leaſt in this little iſland, as I had reaſon 


to expect; behold, after above fix months warning, 
I cannot learn that my book has produced one fingl 
effect according to mine intentions. I defired, you 
would let me know by a letter, when party and fac- 
tion were extinguiſhed ; judges learned and upright ; 
pleaders honeſt and modeſt with ſoeme tincture of com- 
mon ſenſe, and Smithfield blazing with pyramids of 
\ Iaw-books ; the young nobility's education entirely 
changed; the phyſicians baniſhed ; the female Va- 
hoos abounding in virtue, honour, truth, and good 
ſenſe ; courts and levees of great miniſters thoroughly 
weeded and ſwept; wit, merit, and learning re- 
warded ; all diſgracers of the preſs in proſe and verſe 
condemned to eat nothing but their own cotton, and 
quench their thirſt with their own ink. Theſe, and 
a thouſand other reformations, I firmly counted upon 
by your encouragement ; as indeed they were plainly 
deducible from the precepts delivered in my book. 
And it muſt be — that ſeven months were a ſuf-- 
_ ficient time to correct every vice and folly 32 
oos 


"tl 


Gulliver Letter to Sympſon. = 
Yahoos are ſubject, if their natures had been capa- 
ble of the leaſt diſpoſition to virtue or wiſdom : yet, 
ſo far have you been from anſwering mine expeCtation 
in any of your letters; that on the contrary you are 
loading our carrier every week with libels, and keys, 
and reflections, and memoirs, and fecond parts; 
wherein I ſee myſelf accuſed of reflefting upon great 
ſtates-folk; of degrading human nature (for fo they 
have ſtill the confidence to ſtile it) and of abuſing the 
female ſex. I find likewiſe, that the writers of thoſe 


bundles are not agreed among themſelves ; for fome 


of them will not allow me to be the author of mine 
own travels ; and others make me author of books, to 
which I am wholly a ftranger. 

I find likewiſe, that your printer hath been fo care- - 
leſs —— confound the times, and 2 2 dates 
of everal voyages and returns; neither aſſigning 
* year, * true month, nor day of — 
month: and I hear the original manuſcript is all de- 


ſtroyed ſince the publication of my book; neither have 
Iany copy left; however, I have ſent you 


ſome cor- - 
rections, which you may inſert, if ever there ſhould 


de a ſecond edition: and yet I cannot ſtand to them; 
but ſhall leave that matter to my judicious and candid 


readers to adjuſt it as they pleaſe. 5 
I hear ſome of our ſea-Yahoos find fault with my 


| fea-language, as not proper in many parts, nor now 


in uſe. I cannot help it. In my firſt voyages, while 
I was young, I was inſtructed by the oldeſt mariners, 
and learned to fpeak as they did. But I have fince 


found that the ſea-Yahoos are apt, like the land ones, 


to become new fangled in their words, which the lat- 
:er change every year ; infomuch, as I remember 
on each return to mine own country, their old diale&t 


was fo altered, that I could hardly underſtand the 


new. And I obſerve, when any Yahoo comes from 
London cut of curioſi y to viſit me at mine own houſe, 
we neitver of us are able to deliver our conceptions 
in a manner intelligible to the other. 
If the cenſure of the Yahoos could any way affect 
me, I ſhould have great reaſon to complain, that ſome 
of them are ſo bold as to think my book of travels a 
29 95 mere 


are ſo many 


38 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. 
mere fiction out of mine own brain; and have gone ſo 
far as to drop hints, that the Houyhnhnms and Ta- 


hoos have no more exiſtence than the inhabitants of þ 


liput, Brobdingrag (for ſo the word ſhould have been 
„ and not — and Laputa, 

have never yet heard of any Yahoo ſo preſumptuous 
as to diſpute their being, or the facts I have related 
concerning them ; becauſe the truth immediately 
_ every reader with 29 — 44 
probability in my account of the Houyhnhnms or 
Yahoos, when it ib manifeſt as to the latter, there 


on 
differ from their brother brutes in Houyhnhom-lan 
becauſe they uſe a fort of Jabber, and do not go 
naked ? I wrote for their amendment, and not their 
ion. The united praiſe of the whole race 


neighing of thoſe two degenerate Houyhnhnms I keep 


. 


in my ſtable ; becauſe from theſe, degenerate as they 


ture of vice. 5 
Do theſe miſerable ani pr 


preſume to think, that 


I am ſo degenerated as to defend my veracity ? Yahoo 


as I am, it is well known through all Houyhnhnm- 
land, chat, 3 
luſtrious 


, I was able in the 
years (although I confeſs with the utmoſt difficulty) 
to remove that infernal habit of lying, ſhuffling, de- 
ceiving, and equivocating, ſo deeply rooted in the 

very fouls of all my ſpecies ; eſpecially the Europeans. 
I have other complaints to make upon this vexatious 
occaſion ; but I forbear troubling myſelf or you any 
further. I muſt freely confeſs, 4 ſince my laſt re- 
turn ſome ions of my Yahoo nature have re- 
vived in me by converſing with a few of your ſpecies, 
and particularly thoſe of mine own family, by an un- 
avoidable neceſſity ; elſe I ſhould never have attewpt- 
ed fo abſurd a proje as that of reforming the Yahoo 
race in this kingdom: but I have now done with all 
ſuch viſionary — for ever. 


*,* That 


even in this city, who 7 


_ 
would be of leſs conſequence to me, than the 


the inſtructions and example of my | 
ſs of two 


Indeed I muſt confeſs, as 00 9. the pragls af $5. | 


ZH COA PEA STALL , 


are, I ſtill improve in ſome virtues without any mix- 


1 
f 


9 


e hands it was conveyed to the preſs, is a fat; 
which Mr. Gulliver ins in this letter, 
the firſt editions; for the Dean having re- 
had been altered, ſent the copy to the iat: 
Mr. Charles Ford. This copy has been 

| in every ſubſequent edition, except that printed in 
by George Faulkner, the editor of which, ſuppoſing the 

be he mentioned the corruption of dates, and 
finding them unaltered, thought fit to alter them himſelf; ther: 
however, ſcarce one of theſe alterations, in which he has not 
: though, while he was thus buſy in defacinz 
the parts that were perfect, he ſuffered the accidental blemiſhcs c 
others to remain, awiy.—Sce the preface to this edition, 
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CHAP. -1L 


father had a finall eftate in Nottingham- 
ſhire ; I was the third of five ſons. He ſent 
me to Emanuel college in Cambridge at four- 
reen years old, where I reſided three years, and ap- 
plied myſelf cloſe to my ſtudies ; but the charge of 
GS | | | maintaining 


M 


„ Theſe voyages are intended as a moral political romance, in 
which Swift ſeems to have exerted the ſtrongeſt efforts of a fine ir- 
regular genius. But while his imagination and his wit delight, the 
venomous ſtrokes of his ſatire, although in ſome places juſt, are 

carried into ſo univerſal a ſeverity, that not only all human actions, 
but human nature itſelf, is placed in the worſt light. Perfection 
in every attribute is not indeed allotted to particular men. But, 
among the whole ſpecies, we diſcover ſuch an aſſemblage of all the 
great and amiable virtues, as may convince us, that the original 
order of nature contains in it the greateſt beauty. It is directed in 
a right line, but it deviates into curves and irregular motions, by va- 
rious alterations and diſturbing cauſes. Different ifications 
ſhine out in different men. Bacon and NzwTon (not to men- 


ele 


ent 
Ur- x 
ap- 
of 
D 8 
in 
ir- 
the 
are 
ns, 
ion 
ut, 
the 
nal 
in 
va 
NS 
n 
on 


CUBES ee dd», 


Chap. L A VOYAGE to LilLtievurt. 11 


maintaining me, although I had a very ſcanty allow- - 
ance, being too great for a narrow fortune, I was 
bound apprentice to Mr. James Bates, an eminent 
ſurgeon in London, with whom I continued four; 
years ; and my father now and then fending me 

| ſums of money, I laid them out in learning 
navigation, and other parts of the mathematics, 
uſetul to thoſe who intend to travel, as I always 


pounds, and a promiſe of thirty pounds a-year to - 
maintain me at Leyden: there I ſtudied phyſie two 


uncle John, and ſome other relations, I got forty 


tion Boytz) ſhew the divine extent of the human mi 
which Swift could not be i is di 


3 but his 


fl 
I 
11 


8 

F 
ur 
Hike 


f 


* 


contrary | 
ſhocking deformity. In Lilliput we behold a ſet of puny inſets, 
or animalcules in human N 


taining and humorous. In ſome parts, Gulliver ſeems to have had 


particular incidents, if not particular perſons, in bis view. His ob- 
ſcrvations on edueation are uſeful: and fo are his improvements on + 
the inſtitutions of Lycurgus, Orrery. | 


ils 


2 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Pn 
years and ſeven months, knowing it would be uſeful 


in long voyages. 
Soon after 


er my return from TI was recom- 
mended by my good maſter Mr. ates to be ſurgeon 
to the Sw allow, captain Abrabam Pannell, command- 
er; with whom I continued three years and a half, 
making a voyage or two into the Levant, and ſome 
other parts. When 3 ane back, I reſolved to ſettle 
in London; to which Mr. Bates, my maſter, encou- 
P — 
tients. I took part of a ſmall houſe in the Old- 
ury ; and, being adviſed to alter my condition, I 
ave dos Burton, ſecond daughter to Mr. 
Edmund Burton hofier in Newgate-ftreet, with whom 
I received four hundred pounds for a 
But, my good maſter Bates dying in two years af- 
ter, and having few friends, my buſineſs began to 
fail ; for my conicience would not fuffer me to imitate 
— bad 94 of too many among my brethren. 
2422 Er. my wife, and ſome 
of my — I devermined to gÞ again to ſea. I 
was ſurgeon ſucceſſively in two ſhips, and made feveral 
voyages for fix years to the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, by 
which I got ſome addition to my fortune. My hours of 
leiſure I ſpent in reading the beſt authors, ancient and 
modern, being always provided with a good number 
of books : and, when I was aſhore, in obſerving the 
manners and and diſpofitions of the people, as well as 
Soong ge, wherein I had a great faci- 
| OW of my memory. 
© laft of ofe voyages not proving very fort- 
nate, I grew weary of the fea, and intended to ſtay 
at home with my wife and family. I removed from 
the Old-Jury to Fetter-lane, and thence to Wap- 
ping, hoping to get buſineſs among the failors ; but 
not turn to account. After three years ex- 
2 that things would mend, I accepted an ad- 
vantageous offer from Capt. William Prichard, maſter 
of the Antelope, who was making a voyage to the 
South-Sea. We fet ſail from Briſtol, —— + rc 
and our voyage at firſt was very 
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It would not be proper, for ſome reatons, to trouble 
the reader with the particulars of our ac ventures in 
thoſe ſeas. Let it ſuffice to inſorm bim, that, in cur 
mc from thence to the Eaſt-Indies, we were driven 

y a violent ſtorm to the north-weſt of Van Diemen's . 


land. By an obſervation we found ourſelves in the 


latitude of zo degrees 2 minutes fouth. Twelve of 
our crew were dead by immederate labour, and ill 
food ; the reſt were in a very weak condition. On the 
ih of November, which was the beginning of ſum- 
mer in thoſt parts, the weather being very hazy, the 

ſeamen ſpied a rock within ball a cable's length of the 
ſkip; but the wind was ſo ſtrong, that we were driven 

directly upon it, and immediately ſplit. Six of the 


crew, of whom I was one, having let down the boat 
into the ſea, made a ſlrift to get clear of the ſhip and 


the rock. We rowed by my computation about three 


| leagues, till we were able to werk no longer, being 


already ſpent with labour While we were in the ſhip. 
We thereſore truſted ourſelves to the mercy of the 


waves, and in about balf an hour the bcat was over- 
ſet by a ſudden flurry ſrom the rorth. What became 


of my companions in the boat, as well as of thoſe who 
eſcaped on the rock, cr were left in the veel, I can-- 
not tell; but conclude they were all loft. For my own. 


part, I ſwam as fortune directed me, and was puſhed 
forward by wind and tide. TI often let my legs drop, 


and could feel no bottom: but when F was almoſt gone, 
and able to flruggle no longer, I found myſelf within 


my depth; and by this time the ſtorm was much 


abated. The declivity was ſo ſmall, that I walked 
near a mile before J got to the ſhore, which I con- 
jectured was about eight o'clock in the evening. I then 
advanced forward near half a mile, but could not diſ- 


cover any fign of houſes or inhabitants. ; at leaſt I was 


in ſo weak a condition, that I did not obſerve them. 


I was extremely tired, and with that, and the heat 


of the weather, and about half a pint of brandy that 
I drank as I left the ſhip, I found myſelf much inclined. 
to ſleep. I lay down an the graſs, which was very 
ſhort and ſoft, where I flept ſounder than ever I re-- 
membred to have done in my life, and, as I reckon-- 
ed, about nine hours; for when I awaked, it was: 
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juſt day-tight. I attempted to riſe, but was not able 
to ſtir 4 _ I happened to lie on my back, I found 
my arms and legs were ftrongly faſtened on each fide 
to the ground ; and my hair, which was long and 
thick, tied down in the fame manner. I likewiſe 
felt ſeveral ſlender ligatures acroſs my body, from my 
_ armpits to my thighs. I could only look upwards, the 
fun began to grow hot, and the light offended my 
eyes. I heard a confuſed noiſe about me; but, in the 
ome I lay, could fee nothing except the ſky. In a 
little time I felt ſomething alive moving on my leſt 


human creature not fix inches high, with a bow and 
arrow in his hands, and a quiver at his back. In the 
mean time, I felt at leaſt forty more of the ſame kind 
(as I conjectured) following the fuſt. I was in the 
utmoſt aſtoniſhment, and roared fo loud, that they all 
ran back in a fright ; and ſome of them, as I was af- 
terwards told, were hurt with the falls they got by 
leaping from my ſides upon the ground. However, 
they ſoon returned, and one of them, who ventured 
_ fo far as to get a full fight of my face, lifting vp his 
bands and eyes by way of admiration, cried cut in a 
ſhrill but diſtinct voice, Helinab degul: the others re- 
peated the ſame words ſeveral times, but I then knew 
not what they meant. I lay all this while, as the 
reader may believe, in great uneaſineſs; at length, 
fruggling to get looſe, I had the fortune to break 
the firings, and wrench cut the pegs, that faſtened 
my left arm to the ground ; for, by lifting it up to my 
face, I diſcovered the methods they had taken to bind 


me, and at the fame time with a violent pull, which : 


gave me exceſſive pain, I a little looſened the ſtrings 
that tied down my hair on the left ſide, fo that I was 
juſt able to turn my head about two inches. But the 
creatures ran off a ſecond time, before J could feize 
them; whereupon there was a great ſhout in a very 

ill accent, and, after it ceaſed, I heard one of them 
cry aloud, Togo phonac ; when in an inftant I felt 
above an hundred arrows diſcharged on my left nod. 


Chap. I. A VOYAGE To LitLieur. 15 


which pricked me like fo many needles ; and beſides, 
they ſhot another flight into the air, as we do bombs 
in Europe, whereof many, I ſuppoſe, fell on my 
body, (though I felt them not) and fome on my 
face, which I immediately covered with my 
hand. When this qr of arrows 0029. 1 
fell a groaning with grief and pain, and rivi 
again to get looſe, they diſcharged another wk 
larger than the firſt, and fome of them attempted wi 
ſpears to ſtick me in the ſides ; but by good luck 1 
had on me a buff jerkin, which they could not pierce. 
I thought it the moſt prudent method to lie ſtill, and 
my defign was to continue fo till night, when, my left 
hand being already looſe, I could eafily free myſelf : 
and as Wa 45 1 1 
might be a match for greateſt army they could 
9 were K 
him, that I faw. But fortune diſpoſed otherways of 
me. When the people obſerved I was quiet, they diſ- 
charged no more arrows: but, by the noiſe I heard, 
I knew their numbers increaſed; and about four 
yards from me, over-againf my right ear, I heard a 
knocking for above an hour, like that of people at 
work; when turning my head that way, as well as 
the pegs and ſtrings would permit me, I ſaw a ſtage 
erected about a foot and half from the ground, capa- 
ble of holding four of the inhabitants, with two or 
on ladders to uoapand „ one of them, 
_ who ſeemed to be a perſon of quality, made me a 
22 whereof I underſtood not one ſyllable. — 
ſhould have mentioned, that before the principal per- 
ſon began his oration, he cried out three times, — 
gro debul ſan; (theſe words and the former were af- 
terwards repeated and explained to me). Where- 
upon immediately about fity of the inhabitants came 
and cut the ſtrings that faſtened the left ſide of my 
head, which gave me the liberty of turning it to the 
right, and of obſerving the perſon and geſture of him 
that was to ſpeak. He appeared to be of a middle 
aze, and taller than any of the other three who at- 
tended him, whereof one was a page that held up his 
train, and ſeemed to be fomewhat longer than my 


— 
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middle finger ; the other two ſtood one on each fide 
to ſupport him. He acted every part of an orater, 
and I could obſerve many periods of threatenings, ard 
others of promiſes, pity, and kindneſs. I anſwered 
in a few werds, but in the moſt ſubmiſſive manner, 
lifting up my le t band and both my eyes to the fun, 
as calling him for a witneſs; and being almeſt famiſh-- 
ed with hunger, having not eaten a morſe} for ſome 
hours before I left the ſhip, I found the demands of 
nature fo ftrong upon me, that I could not forbear 
ſhewing my impatience 3 againſt the ſtrict rules 
of decency) by putting my finger frequently to my 
mouth, to ſignify that I wanted food. The Hurgo 


(for ſo they call a great lord, as I afterwares learned) | 


underſtood me very well. He defcended from the 
ſtage, and commar.ded tb at feveral ladders ſhould be 


applied to wy ſides, on which above an hundred of | 


the inhabitants mounted, and waiked towards my 
mouth, laden with baſkets full of meat, which bad 
been provided and fert thither by the king's orders, 


upon the firſt intelligence be reccived cf me. I ob- | 


ſerved there was the fleſh of feveral arimals, but 


ſhoulders, legs, and loins, thapds like thoſe of mut- 
ton, and very well dreffed, but ſnaller than the wings 


of a lark. I eat them by two or three at a mouthful, 


and took three loaves at a time about the bigneſs of 
muſket bullets. They ſupplied me as faſt as they 
could, ſhewing a thouſand marks of wonder and aſtc- 
niſhment at my bulk and appetite. TI then made an- 
other ſign, that I wanted drink. They ſound by my 
eating, that a ſmall quaruty wculd not ſuffice me, 


and, being a moſt ingen ious pec ple, they flung up with 


great dexterity one of their largeſt hogſheads, then 
rolled it towards my hard, and beat out the top; I 
drank it off at a draught, which I might well do, for 
it did not hold half a pint, and taſted like a fmall 


wine of Burgundy, but much more delicious. They 


brought me a ſecond hogſhead, which I drank in the 
ſame manner, and made ſigns for more; but they had 
none to give me. When I had performed theſe won-- 
ders, they ſhouted for joy, and danced upon my 

IG breaſt, 


could not diſtinguiſh them by the tafte. There were | 


44-23 -$404H8- 


2298 


air, there was an univerſal 


tant, whither it was agreed by his maj 
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ſeveral times as they did at firſt, 


repeatin 
| ey made me a fign that I ſhould 


Hekinah degul. 


throw down the two hogſheads, but firſt —— the 
oud, 


below to ſtand out of the way, crying 
Borach mevola, and when they ſaw the veſſels in the 
of Hekinab degul. I 
confeſs I was often tempted, while they were paſſing 
backwards and iforwards on my body, to ſeize fo 

or fifty of the firſt that came in my reach, and 

them againſt the ground. But the remembrance of 
what I had felt, which uY might not be the 
worſt they could do, and the promife of honour I made 
them, for ſo I interpreted my ſubmiſſive behaviour, 


ſoon drove out theſe imaginations. Beſides, I now 


conſidered myſelf as bound by the laws of hoſpitality 
to a people, who had treated me with fo much ex- 
— and magnificence. However, in my thoughts 
1 could not ſufficiently wonder at the intrepidity of 


theſe diminutive mortals, who durſt venture to mount 


and walk upon my body, while one of my hands was 
at liberty, without trembling at the very fight of fo 


prodigious a creature, as I muſt appear to them. Af- 


ter ſome time, when they obſerved that I made no 
more demands for meat, there appeared before me a 
— of a, rank from his Imperial Majefty. His 

:xcellency, having mounted on the ſmall of my right 
leg, advanced forwards up to my face, with about a 


dozen of his retinue. And producing his credentials 


under the ſignet royal, which he applied cloſe to my 


eyes, ſpoke about ten minutes without any figns of 


anger, but with a kind of determined reſolution; of- 
ten pointing forwards, which, as I afterwards found, 
was towards the capital city, about half a mile dii- 
jeſty in council 


that I muſt be conveyed. I anſwered in few words, 


but to no purpoſe, and made a fign with my hand 
that was looſe, putting it to the other (but over his 


excellency's head for fear of hurting him or his 4 


and then to my on head and body, to ſignify 
deſired my liberty. It 
me well enough, for he 


that 


© his head by way of diſ- 


approbation, and held his hand in a poſture to ſhew,: 


: 


2 that he underſtood 


to avoid the torrent which 
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that I muſt be carried as a priſoner. However, he 


made other figns to let me underſtand, that I ſhould | 
have meat and drink enough, and very good treat- 
once more thought of attempt- 
ing to break my bonds, but again, when I felt the 


ment. Wh 


ſmart of their arrows upon my face and hands, which 
were all in bliſters, and many of the darts ſtill ſtick- 

ing in them, and obſerving likewiſe that the number 
w my enemies increaſed, I gave tokens to let them 
know, that they might do with me what they pleaſed. 
Upon this the Hurgo and his train withdrew with much 


civility and chearful countenances. Soon after I heard 


2 general ſhout, with frequent repetitions of the 


words, Peplom ſelan, and I felt great numbers of peo- 
_ 


laxing the cords to ſuch a degree, 
that I was able to turn upon my right, and to eaſe 
myſelf with making water ; which I very plentifully 


did, to the great aſtoniſhment of the people, who 
conjecturing, by my motion, what I was going to do, 


immediately opened to the _ and left on that fide, 

ell with ſuch noiſe and 
violence from me. But before this, they had daubed 
my face and both my hands with a fort of ointment very 


pleaſant to the ſmell, which in a few minutes removed 


all the ſmart of their arrows. Theſe circumſtances 
added to the refreſhment I had received by their vic- 


3? 


ih. 


3 


: 


uals and drink, which were very nouriſhing, diſpoſed 
me to ſleep. I flept about eight hours, as I was af- 


terwards aſſured; and it was no wonder, for the 


phyſicians, by the Emperor's order, had mingled a 


ſleepy potion in the hogſheads of wine. 

It ſeems that, upon the firſt moment I was diſcover- 
ed ſleeping on the ground after my landing, the em- 
peror had early notice of it by an expreſs ; and deter- 
mined in council, that I ſhould be tied in the manner 


I have related, (which was done in the night while I 


flept) that plenty of meat and drink ſhould be ſent to 


me, and a machine prepared to carry me to the capi- 


tal city. 

This refolution perhaps may appear very bold and 
dangerous, and I am corfident would not te imitated 
by any prince in Europe on the like occafion ; bow- 

| ever, 
3 N 
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my rage and ſtrength, as to have enabled me to break 
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ever, in my opinion, it was extremely as well 
© for, ſuppoſing thoſe people had endea- 


voured to kill me with their ſpears and arrows while 
I was aſleep, I ſhould certainly have awaked with the 
firſt ſenſe of ſmart, which might ſo far have rouzed 


the firings, wherewith I was tied; after which, as 
they were not able to make refiſtance, fo they could 


no mercy. 
TIT „ mathematicians, 


and arrived to a great perfection in mechanics by the 
countenance and encouragement of the emperor, 
who is a renowned patron of learning. This prince 
hath ſeveral machines fixed on wheels for the car- 
riage of trees and other great weights. He often 
bu 


his largeſt men of war, whereof ſome are 


nine feet long, in the woods where the timber 


grows, and has them carried on theſe engines three 
or four hundred yards to the fea. Five hundred 


_ carpenters and engineers were immediately fet at 


work to prepare the eſt engine they had. It was 
a frame of wood raiſed three inches from the ground, 
about ſeven feet long and four wide, moving upon 
twenty-two wheels. The ſhout I heard was upon 
the arrival of this engine, which it ſeems ſet out in 
four hours after my landing. It was brought pa- 
rallel to me, as I lay. But the principal difficulty 
was to raiſe and place me in this vehicle. Eighty 


_ Poles, each of one foot high, were erected for this 


ſe, and very ſtrong cords of the bigneſs of 
packthread were faſtened by hooks to many bandages, 
which the workmen had girt round my neck, my 
hands, my body, and my legs. Nine hundred of 
the ftrongeſt men were employed to draw up theſe 
cords by many pullies faſtened on the poles, and 
thus, in leſs than three hours, I was raiſed and 
flung into the engine, and there tied faſt. All this 
I was told, for, while the whole operation was 
performing, I lay in a profound fleep by the force of 
that ſoporiferous medicine infuſed into my liquor. 
Fifteen hundred of the Emperor's eſt horſes, 
each about four inches and an half high, were 

employed 


20 ' GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Nn I. 


to draw me towards the metropolis, which, 
was half a mile diſtant. 


. we vogue cur panes 5 
ridiculous accident ; for the car- 


Fr. 


10 0 


was out of order, two or three e 
tives had the curiofity to ſee how I ed, when 
3 i up into the engi 
and 


e a 2 and made me ſneeze riclenth®: 
ſtole off unperceived, and it was 


> — 
three weeks 
fo ſuddenly. We made a long march the remainin 
ak the day, and reſted at night with five h 
— on each ſide of me, half with torches, and 


Ar arrows, ready to ſhoot me, if 1 


mould offer to ſtir. The next morning at ſun-riſe 
we continued our march, and arrived within two 
yards of the city-zates about noon. The 
bat is rent offers would came out to meet us, 
great officers would by no means ſuffer his 


, there ſtood 


whole — which, having — pollute 
before by an unnatural murder, was, — 
ing to the zeal of thoſe people, looked upon as 
prephane, and therefore had been applied to common 
alc, and all the ornaments. —_ turriture carried 


away. 


* awhile to adjuſt ſomething, that 


ore I knew the cauſe of my awaking 
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away. In this edifice it was determined I ſhould 
lodge. The great — fronting to the north was 
about four feet high, and almoſt two feet wide, 


gate was a 


from the 


„that above an hundred thouſand inbhabi- 
e out re 
believe, there could 

than ten thouſand at ſeveral times, 


but, being fixed within four inches of the gate, 
allowed me to creep in, and lie at my full length 
in the temple. 5 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. I. 


ty, comes to ſee the author in his confinement 


more entertaining pro around ap- 
peared like a continued garden, and the incloſed 
fields, which were forty feet ſquare, re- 


ſembled ſo many be 
intermingled with woods of half a 
talleſt trees, as I could judge, appear 
feet high. I viewed the town on 


theatre. 


T had been for ſome hours extremely preſſed by the | 
t 


neceſſities of nature ; which was no wonder, 1 7 
almoſt two days, fince I had laſt diſburthened myſelf. 


I was under great difficulties between urgency and | 


expedient I could think on, was to 


creep into my houſe, wich I accordingly did; and, 


ſhutting the gate after me, I went as far as the length 
of my chain would ſuffer, and diſcharged my body 
of that uneaſy load. But this was the only time I 
was ever guilty of fo uncleanly an action; for which 
I cannot but hope the candid reader will give ſome 
allowance, after he hath maturely and impartially 
conſidered my caſe, and the diftreſs I was in. From 
this time my conſtant 4 was, as ſoon as I roſe, 
to perform that buſineſs in open air at the full extent 
my chain; and Cue care was taken every 
morning before company came, that the offenſive 
matter ſhould be carried off in wheel-barrows by two 
fervants appointed for that purpoſe. I would not 
have 


'® A fangis a poleor perch; fxteen feet and an half, Howkeſ. 


C4 


ru I found myſelf on my feet, I looked | 
about me, and muſt confeſs I never beheld a 


of flowers. Theſe fields were 
* ard the 
to be ſeven 
left hand,. 
which looked like the painted ſcene of a city, in a. 
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| who is an excellant horſeman, kept 


23 
have dwelt ſo long upon a circumſtance, that per- 
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at firſt fight may appear not very momentous, 
if I had not thought it neceſſary to juſtify my cha- 
raſter in point of cleanlineſs to the world; which I 
am told fome of my maligners have been pleaſed, 
upon this and other occaſions, to call in queſtion. 


When this adventure was at an end, I came back 

out of my houſe having occaſion for freſh air. The 
Emperor was already deſcended from the tower, 
and advancing on horfe-back towards me, which 
had like to have coft him dear ; for the beaft, though 
very well trained, yet wholly unuſed to fuch a 
fi 
h 


ght, which as if a mountain moved before 
im, reared up on his hinder feet : but that prince, 
his ſeat, till 


| his attendants ran in, and held the bridle, while his 


majeſty had time to diſmount. When he alighted, 

he ſurveyed me round with great admiration ; but 
kept beyond the length of my chain. He ordered 

his cooks and butlers, who were already prepared, 
to give me victuals and drink, which they puſhed 
forward in a fort of vehicles, upon wheels, till I could 
reach them. I took theſe vehicles, and ſoon emptied 
them all; twenty of them were filled with meat, 


and ten with liquor; each of the former afforded 
me two or three good mouthfuls; and I emptied 


the liquor of ten veſſels, which was contained in 


earthen vials, into one vehicle, drinking it off at a 
draught ; and fo I did with the reſt. The Empreſs, 


and young princes of the blood of both ſexes, attend- 


ed by many ladies, fat at ſome diſtance in their 


chairs; but, upon the accident that happened to the 


emperor's horſe, they alighted, and came near his 


perſon, which I am now 


to deſcribe. He 


going 


is taller by almoſt the breadth of my nail, than any 


of his court, which alone is enough to ſtrike an awe 
into the beholders. His features are ſtrong and 
maſculine, with an Auſtrian lip and arched noſe, 
his complexion olive, his countenance erect, his body 
and limbs well proportioned, all his motions » 

and his deportment majeſtic. He was then paſt 
his prime, being twenty-eight years and three quar- 
ters old, of which he had reigned about ſeven in 
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| felicity, and generally victorious. Por the 
1 beholding him I lay on my fide, 
ſio that my face was 

| but three yards off: however, I have had him ſince 


deceived in the deſcription. His dreſs was very 
plain and fimple, and faſhion of it between the 


Abatic and the European : but he had on his head a | 
Imet of 
the 


light 


„ adorned with jewels, and a 
He held his ſword drawn in his 


to his, and he ſtood 
many times in my hand, and therefore cannot be BY 


defend himſelf, if I ſhould happen to break 
1 it was almoſt three inches long ; the hilt 
and ſcabbard were gold enriched with diamonds. 
His voice was ſhrill, but very clear and articulate, _ 
and I could diſtinctly hear it, when I ſtood up. The 
ladies and courtiers were all moſt magnificently clad, 
ſpot they ſtood upon ſeemed to reſemble a 


Ee 
petticoat ſpread on the ground, embroidered with 


figures of gold and filver. His imperial ma 


e often to me, and I returned ++ ntl ; 


of us could underſtand a fyllable. There 


jectured by their habits) who were commanded 
eſs themſelves to me, and I f 
lan 


ſpoke to them 
many languages as Thad the leaft ſmattering of, 

were High and Low Dutch, Latin, French, Spa- 
nid, Italian, and Lingua Franca; but all to no pur- 
poſe. After about two hours the court retired, 
and I was left with a ſtrong guard to prevent the 
impertinence, and probably the malice of the rabble, 


| who were very impatient to croud about me as near as 


they durſt, and ſome of them had the i 


impudence tio 


ſhoot their arrows at me, as I fate on the ground : 
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e ſeveral of his prieſts and lawyers preſent, (as 1 . 
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puſhing them forwards with the but-ends 
1 into my reach: I took them all on my right 
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be 


el TLooFRATFREED 
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ly miſſed my left eye. But the colonel ordered fix 
of the ring-leaders to be ſeized, and thought no pu- 
niſhment ſo as to deliver them bound into 
bands; which fome of his ſoldiers — op did 


„put five of them into my coat-pocket, as 


to the fixth, I made a countenance, as if I would 


eat him alive. The 


man ſqualled terribly, 


and the colonel and his officers were in much pain, 


eſpecially when they ſaw me take out my penknife : 
but I ſoon put them out of fear; for looking mildly 

and immediately cutting the ſtrings he was bound 
with, I fet him gently on the ground, and away 


be ran. I treated the reſt in the ſame manner, _ 


them one by one out of my pocket; and I obferv 


| both the ſoldiers and people were highly delighted 


at this mark of my clemency, which was repreſented 
very much to my advantage at court. 

"owards night I got with ſome difficulty into my 
houſe, where fu, on the ground, and continued to 
do ſo about a fortnight; during which time 32 
peror gave orders to have a prepared for me. 
Six err meaſure were 
brought in carriages, and worked up in my houſe; 
an hundred and fifty of their beds, ſewn together, 
made up the breadth and length; and theſe were 
four double, which however kept me but very in- 
differently fromthe hardneſs of the floor, that was 
of ſmooth ftone. By the ſame computation they 
provided me with ſheets, blankets, and coverlets, 
tolerable enough for one, who had been fo long 


inured to hardſhips . 

OO As 
ed. But he dwells i The 
mind is tires with a repet points out 
been. &s continued as to. hav ſame 
that is not agreeab moſt impro- 
— where, I e glances at religion. 
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As the news of my arrival fpread through the 
kingdom, it brought prodigious numbers of rich, idle, 
and curious peopie to fee me; fo that the villa 
were almoſt emptied ; and great 


and orders of ftate againſt this inconveniency. He 
directed, that thoſe, who had already beheld me, 
ſhould return home, and not preſume to come within 
fifty yards of my houſe without licence from court ; 
whereby the ſecretaries of ſtate got conſiderable fees. 


In the mean time the Emperor held frequent coun- 


cils to debate, what courſe thould be taken with me; 
particular friend, a 
perſon of great quality, who was as much in the 
fecret as any, that the court was under many difh- 
culties concerning me. They apprehended my 
breaking looſe ; that my diet would be very expen- | 
five, and might cauſe a famine. Sometimes they 


and I was afterwards aſſured by a 


22 


neglect of tillage 
and houſhold affairs muſt have enſued, if his Imperial 
Majeſty had not provided by ſeveral proclamations 


4 


determined to ſtarve me, or at leaſt to ſhoot me in g 


the face and hands with poiſoned arrows, which 


would ſoon diſpatch me; but again they confidered, | 
that the ſtench of ſo large a carcaſe might produce 


conſultations ſeveral officers of the army went to 


the door of the great council- chamber, and two of 


them being admitted gave 'an account of my beha- 


a plague in the metropolis, and probably ſpread 
through the whole kingdom. In the midſt of theſe 


viour to fix criminals above-mentioned, which 


made fo favourable an impreſſion in the breaſt of his 


Majeſty, and the whole board, in my behalf, that 
an imperial commiſſion was iſſued out, obliging all 


the villages nine hundred yards round the city to 
deliver in every morning fix beeves, forty ſheep, and 
other victuals for my ſuſtenance ; together with a 
proportionable tity of bread, and wine, and 
other liquors ; for the due payment of which his 
- majeſty gave aſſignments upon his treaſury. For this 
prince lives chiefly upon his own demeſnes, ſeldom, 

except upon great occaſions, raifing any ſubſidies, 


upon his ſubje&s, who are bound to attend him in 


his wars at their own expence. An eſtabliſhment 
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took from me, ſhould be returned when I left the 
er at the rate, which I would ſet 
upon them. I 


them into my coat pockets, and then into every 


another ſecret pocket, which no mind ſhould 


be ſearched, wherein I had ſome little neceſſaries, 
that were of no conſequence to any but myſelf. In | 
one of my fobs. there was a filver watch, and in the 
other a ſmall quantity of gold in a purſe. Theſe 
gentlemen, having pen, ink, and paper about them, 

made an exact inventcry of every thing they ſaw ; 
„ when they had Cone, deſired I would fet them 


down, that they might deliver it to the 


This inventory I afterwards tranſlated into Engliſh, 


and is word for word as follows. En 
Imprimis, In the right coat-pocket of the man- 

mountain (for fo I interpret the words Quinbus fleftrin) 
_ after the ſtricteſt ſearch, we found one great piece 
of cloath, large enough to be a foot-cloth 
for * Majeſty's chief room of ſtate. In the left 
the ſame 

able to li 

one of us 

mid leg in 

to our faces, 


every letter almoſt half as larg 
hands. In the left there was a 


fort of 


engine, from 
the back of which were extended twenty — poles, 
reſembling the paliſadoes before your Majefty's court; 


wherewith we conjecture the man-mountain combs 
his head ; for we did not always trouble him with 


queſtions, becauſe we found it a great difficulty to 
make him underſtand us. In the large pocket on the 
right fide of his middle cover (io I tranſlate the word + 
Ranfu-le, by which they meant my breeches) we 


took up the two officers in my hands, 


er pccket about me, —_ wo fobs, and 
2 
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we 


In the 

bulk ; | 
were 
could were two 
out difficulty we ſtood 
at the bottom was 
covered, and ſ- the 


A e 


aſſured 
preſſed hi very _ ectly) that he ſeldom did 
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faw a hollow pillar of iron, about the length of a 


faſtened to a ſtrong piece of timber, 
yg pillar ; and SS be of tha 

+ pieces of iron ſticking out, I 
figures, which we know 
the left 


upper end of the 

ſubſtance, about 
ithin each of theſe plate 
ſteel ; which, b him 


7 


5 

: 

: 
pri; 


: 
a 
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Wo ey were two large flits cut into 
the his middle cover, but ſqueezed cloſe by 
the preſſure of his belly. Out of the right fob hung 


| a great filver chain with a wonderful kind of en 


at the bottom. We directed him to draw out what- 


ever was at the end of that chain; which appeared 


to be a globe, half filver, and half of ſome tranſpa- 

tal: for on the tranſparent fide we ſaw cer- 
tain ſtrange 2 circularly drawn, and thought we 
could touch them, till we found our fingers | 


dy that lucid ſubſtance. He put this engine to our 
water-mill; and we conjecture it is either ſome un- 


known animal, or the god that he worſhips ; but we 
are more inclined to the latter opinion, becauſe he 
us (if we underſtood him right, for he ex- 
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by 


for he fon throne clear, and the refleRtion dazzled 
their eyes, as I waved the fcymiter to and fro in my 
hand. His Maj is a moſt magnanimous 
prince , was leſs daunted than I could expect; he 
ordered the ſcabbard, and caſt it 
on the g T could, about fix feet 
from The next thing he de- 
which i drew it out, 


and at ed to 
bim the with pow- 
der, happen- 
ed to , ing | A venience 
againſt prudent mariners take care 
to provide) cautioned the Emperor not to be 
afraid, and then let it off in the air. The aſtoniſh- 
ment here was much greater than at the fight of 


ter. Hundreds fell down, as if they had. 
dead ; and even the Emperor, although 
is ground, could not recover himfelf in 
ſome time. I delivered up both my piſtols in the 
ſame manner, as I bad done my ſcymiter, and then 


my pouch of powder and bullets ; begging him that 
the former might be kept from fire, for it would 


up his 


amazed at the continual noife it made, and the mo- 


tion of the minute-hand, which he could eafily 
diſcern, for their fight is more acute than 
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ours: he aſked the opinions of his learned men about 
may well imagine without wy reprting; although | 
may well ima without my repeating ; although ' 
infect 3 cond net very perſe&aly underſtand them. I 
then gave up my filver and copper money, my purſe 
with nine large pieces of gold, and ſome aller ones; 
my knife and razor, my comb and filver ſnuff-box, my 
handkerchief and journal-book. My ſcymiter, piſtols, 
and pouch were conveyed in carriages to his Majeſty's . 
ſtores ; but the reſt of of were returned me. 
1 had, a 1 diltes ah one private pocket 
which eſcaped their ſearch, wherein there was a pair 
of ſpectacles (which I ſometimes uſe for the weakneſs 
of mine eyes) a pocket perſpective, and ſome other 
little conveniencies ; which being of no conſequence 
to the „I did not think myſelf bound in ho- 
nour to ver, and 1 apprehended they might be loſt 
er ſpoled, if I ventured them out of my EE 


CHAP. m. 


The author diverts the Emperar and bis nobility of 


es in a uncommon manner. The 
fart of Likes fried — BE | 
* upon certain cu 


TY gentleneſs and ed behaviour had ed 
ſo far upon the Emperor and his 8 | 
_ deed upon the army, and people in general, that I be- 
gan to conceive hopes of getting my liberty in a ſhort 
time. I took all poſſible methods to cultivate this fa- 
vourable diſpoktion. The natives came by degrees 
to be leſs henfive of any danger from me. I 
would ſometimes lie down, and let five or fs of them 
dance on my hand: and at laſt the boys and 
would venture to come and play at hide and feek in 
my hair. I had now made a good progreſs in under- 
ſtanding and ſpeaking their language. The Emperor 
| had a mind one day to entertain me with ſeveral of 
the country ſhows, whereia they exceed all nations I 
have known both for dexterity and magnificence. I 
was 
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was diverted with none ſo much as that of the rope- 
dancers, performed upon a ſlender white thread, ex- 
tended about two feet and ten inches from the ground. 


| Upon which 1 ſhall defire liberty, with the reader's 


patience, to enlarge a little. 
This diverſion is only practiſed by thoſe perſons, 
who are candidates for great employments, and high 


| favour at court. They are trained in this art from their 


youth, and are not always of noble birth, or liberal 


education. When a great office is vacant eicher b 


death or diſgrace (which often happens) five cr fix of 


' thoſe candidates petition the Emperor to entertain his 


Majeſty and the court with a dance on the ropes and 
whoever jumps the higheſt without falling, ſucceeds 
in the office. Very often the chief miniſters them- 
ſelves are commanded to ſhew their ſkill, and to con- 


_ vince the Emperor that they have not loft their fa- 


culty. Flimnap, the treaſurer, is allowed to cut a 
caper on the ſtrait rope at leaſt an inch higher than 


any other lord in the whole empire. I have ſeen him 


do the ſummerſet “ ſeveral times together upon a 
trencher, fixed on a rope, which is no thicker than a 
common packthread in England. My friend Reldreſal, 
principal tecretary for private affairs, is, in my opini- 
on, if I am not partial, the fecond after the treaſurer ; 
the reſt of the great officers are much upon a par. 
Theſe — are often attended with Fatal ac- 
cidenis, whereof great numbers are on record. I my- 
ſelf have ſeen two or three candidates break a limb. 
But the danger is much greater, when the miniſters 
themſelves are commanded to ſhew their dexterity ; 
for, by contending to excel themſelves and their Ex. 
lows, they ſtrain fo far, that there is hardly one of 
them, who hath not received a fall, and ſome of them 
to or three. I was aſſured, that, a year or two be- 
fore my arrival, Flimnap would have infallibly broke 


| his neck, if one of the King's cuſhions, that accident- 


ally lay on the nd, had not weakened the force 


» Surnmerſet, or ſummerſault, = gambol of a tumbler, in which 
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There is likewiſe another diverſion, which is LA... 
, upon | emperor 

on the table three fine filken threads of fix ror lo g 
long; one is blue, the other red, and the third green. 
1 propoſed as prizes for thoſe perſons, 
whom the Emperor bath a mind to diſtin by » 
mark of his favour. The ceremony is : 

fremed ; in bis Majeſty's great chamber of ſtate, w 
the candidates are to undergo a trial of dexterity very 
different frem the former, and ſuch as I have not ob- 
ferved the leaſt reſemblance of in any other country | 
of the old or new world. The Emperor holds a ſtick 


forwards ſeveral times, according as the ſtick is ad- 
_ vanced or depreſſed. Sometimes the Emperor holds 
one end of the ſtick, and his firſt miniſter the other; 
ſometimes the miniſter has it entirely to himſelf. Who- 
performs his part with moſt agility, and holds 
it the and creeping, is rewarded | 
: the red is given to the 
and the green to the third, which all wear 
round about the middle; and you ſee few 
about this court, who are not adorned 
eſe girdles. 
the army, and thoſe of the royal ſta- 
2 having been daily led before me, were no long- 
r t would come up to my very feet without 
: The ns wands fog them over my hand, 
it on the gro 7 2 


4 
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men arrived — 7 
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firmly in the in a quadrangular figure, 
two feet 2.8 T took four other ſticks, 
: | at each corner about two feet 


2 till I the top of a drum; 
the four parallel ſticks, riſing about fre inelits kigh 
than the handkerchief, ſerved as ledges on each 
When I had finiſhed my work, I defired the 
to let a rroop of his beſt bare. ei > in num- 
ber, come and exerciſe upon this plain. His : 
approved of the — as and I took them up 
one in my hands, ready mounted and armed, 
the proper officers to exerciſe them. As ſoon as 
into order, they divided into two parties, per- 

wc mock aim es, i ed 
drew their ſwords, fled and ed, attacked and 
retired, and in ſhort diſcovered the beſt military diſ- 
cipline I ever beheld. The lel ſticks ſecured 
them and their horſes from falling over the ſtage; and 
the Emperor was fo much delighted, that he ordered 
this entertainment to be repeated ſeveral days, and 
once was pleaſed to be lifted up, and give the word 
of command ; and, with great difficulty, p 
even the Empreſs herſelf to let me hold her in her 
cloſe chair within two yards of the ſtage, from whence 
ſhe was able to take a full view of the whole perform- 
ance. It was my good fortune, that no ill accident 
ed in theſe entertainments, only once a fiery 
e, that belonged to one of the captains, pawing 

with his hoof ſtruck a hole in my handkerchief, and 

bis foot ſlipping he overthrew his rider and himſelf 4 
but J immediately relieved them both, and covering 
the hole with one hand, I ſet down the troop wi 
the other, in the ſame manner as I took them up. 
The horſe that fell was ſtrained in the left ſhoulder, 
but the rider got no hurt, and I repaired my hand- 
kerchief as dl as I could; however, I would not 
truſt to the ſtrength of it any more in ſuch dangerous 
enterprizes. 

About two or three days before I was ſet at liberty, 
as I was entertaining the court with this kind of feats,. 

= IK there 
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arrived an expreſs to inform his Majeſty, that 
of his ſubjefs, riding near the place where I 
firſt taken up, had ſeen a great black ſubſtance 
on the ground, very oddly ſhaped, extending 
Agony dogs? Lag » rh renagoe 


g creature, as they at firſt apprehend- 
walked round it ſeveral times ; that, by 


mounting on each other's ſhoulders, they had got to 


the top, which was flat and even, and, g up- 
on it, they fourd it was hollow within ; that they 


humbly conceived it might be ſomething 1 
the man-mountain ; and if his Majeſty pleaſed, | Fan 
would undertake io bring it with only five horſes. I 


to 
preſently knew what they meant, and was glad at 


eart to receive this intelligence. It ſeems, upon my 
firſt reaching the ſhore after our ſhipwreck, I was in 
fuch confuſion, that, hefore I came to the place where 


] went to ſleep, my hat, which I had faſtened with a 
firing to my head, while I was rowing, and had ſtuck 
on all the time I was ſwimming, fell off after I came 


to land; the ftring, as I conjecture, breaking by ſome 
accident, which I never obſerved, but thought my 
bat had been loſt at ſea. I intreated his Imperial 
Majeſty to give orders, it might be brought to me as 
ſoon as poſſible, deſcribing to him the uſe and the na- 
ture of it: and the next day the waggon arrived with 
it, but not in a very geed condition; they had bored 
two holes in the brim within an inch and half of the 


edge, and faſtened two hooks in the holes; theſe 
| hocks were tied by a long cord to the harneſs, and 


thus * was dragged along for above half an Eng- 
liſh mi 
rremely ſmooth and level, it received leſs damage 
than I expected. | 


Two days aſter this adventure the Emperor, having 
ordered Mat part of his army, whick quarters in — 


about his metrepolis, to be ir a readineſs, took a fancy 

of diverting himſelſ in a very fingular manner. He de- 

fired I wenld ſtar d like a caloſſus, with wy legs as far 

aſunder as I conveniently could. He then command- 

ed Eis g-r-ral (who was an old experienced —_— 
— 


y on the graſs without motion ; and ſome 


; but, the ground in that country being ex- 
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thouſand horſe. His Majefty 
of death, that every ſoldier in his march ſhould ob- 


That miniſter was g 
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and a great patron of mine) to draw up the troops in 


cloſe order, and march them under me; the foot b 


twenty-four in a breaſt, and the horſe by fixteen, wi 


drums beating, colours flying, and pikes advanced. 


This body conſiſted of three thouſand foot, and a 
gave orders, upon pain 


ſerve the ſtricteſt decency with _ to my perſon ; 
which however could not prevent of the younger 
offices from turning up their eyes, as they paſſed un- 
der me: and, to confeſs the truth, my breeches were 
at that time in ſo ill a condition, that they afforded 
ſome opportunities for laughter and admiration. 

I had ſent ſo many memorials and petitions for my 


liberty, that his Majefty at length mentioned the mat- 


ter firſt in the cabinet, and then in a full council; 
where it was oppoſed by none, except Skyreſh Bolgo- 
lam, who was pleaſed, without any provocation, to 
be my mortal enemy. But it was carried againſt him 
by the whole board, and confirmed by the Emperor. 
albet, or admiral of the realm, 
very much in his maſter's confidence, and a perfon 


well verſed in affairs, but of a moroſe and four com- | 


plexion. However he was at length perſuaded to 
comply; but prevailed that the articles and conditi- 
ons upon which I ſhould be ſet free, and to which I 
muſt ſwear, ſhould be drawn up by himſelf. Theſe 
articles were brought to me by Skyreſh Bolgolam in- 
perſon, attended by two under-ſecretaries, and ſeve- 
ral perſons of diſtinction. After they were read, I was 
demanded to ſwear to the performance of them; firſt in 
the manner of my own country, and afterwards in the 
method preſcribed by their laws, which was to held 
my right foot in my left hand, and to place the mid- 
dle finger of my right hand on the crown of my head, 
and my thumb on the tip of my right ear. But be- 
cauſe the reader may be curious to have ſome idea of 
the ſtyle and manner of expreſſion peculiar to that 
people, as well as to know the articles upon which I 
recovered my liberty, I have made a tranſlation of the 
whole inſtrument word for word, as near as I was 
able, which I here offer to the public. 
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ighty Emperor of Lilliput, ight 
n 
thouſand bhifrugs (about twelve miles in circumfer- 
ence) to the extremities of the globe ; monarch of all 
monarchs, taller than the ſons of men; whoſe feet 


man-mountain, lately 
the following articles, which 
ſhall be obliged to perform. 


. The man-mountain ſhall not depart from our do- | 


minions without our licence under our great ſeal. 
aa, He ſhall not preſume to come into our metro- 
polis without our expreſs order ; at which time the 
inhabitants ſhall have two hours warning to keep 
within doors. NS „ 
3, The faid man- mountain ſhall confine his walks 


to our principal high-roads, and not offer to walk | 


cr lie down in a meadew or field of corn. NY 
48766, As be walks the ſaid roads, he ſhall take the 
utmoſt care not to trample upon the bedies of any of 
our loving ſuhjects, their horfes, or carriages, nor 
take any of our ſubjects into his hands without their 
own conſent. 
It, If an expreſs requires extraordinary diſpatch, 
the man-mountain ſhall be obliged to carry in his pock- 
et the meſſenger and horſe a Ex days journey once in 


every moon, and return the ſaid meſſenger back (if 


ſo required) ſafe to our imperial preſence. 

6th, He ſhall he our ally agaigſt our neighbours in 
the iſland of Bletufcu *, and do his utmoſt to deſtroy 
the fleet, which is now preparing to invade us. 


In his deſcription of Lilliput, the author ſeems to have had 
more immediately in view. In his deſcription of Blefuſcu 

he ſeems to intend th: people and kingdom of France. Yet the al- 
legory between theſe nations is frequently interrupted, and ſcarce 
any where complete. Several juſt ſtrokes of ſatire are ſcattered 
here and there upon errors in the conduct of our government. 


3 


the centre, and whoſe head ſtrikes 


by a folemn oath he 


meV morES PEP Mo 


7th, 
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buildin 


L proceeded wholly 
immediately unlocked, and I was at full liberty. The 


he commanded me to riſe ; and after many gracious 


, towards cover- 
park and other our royal 


bb, That the faid mav-monnrets hall, in two mocns 
time, deliver in an exact ſurvey of the circumference 
of our dominions by a computation of his own paces 
Laftly, That, upon his folemn oath to obſerve all 
the above articles, ſaid man-mountain ſhall have a 


. 


from the malice of Skyreſh Bolgo- 
admiral ; whe my chains were 


lam, the high 


Emperor himſelf in perſon did me the honour to be by 
at the whole ceremony. I made my acknowledge- 
ments by protraſting myſelf at his majeſty's feet ; but 


expreſſions, which, to avoid the cenfure of vanity, I 
—— + - 7 Ldbeagary oo + he hoped I ſhould 
prove a uſeful ſervant, and well deſerve all the fa- 
vours he had already conferred upon me, or might do 
for the future. | 7 
The reader may pleaſe to obſerve, that, in the laſt 
article for the recovery of my liberty, the Emperor 
ſtipulates to allow me a quantity of meat and drink 
ſufficient for the of 1724 Lilliputians. Some 
time after aſking a friend at court, how they came to 
fix on that determined number ; he told me, that his 
Majeſty's mathematicians, having taken the height of 
my body by the help of a quadrant, ard finding it to 
exceed theirs in the prepercion of twelve to one, they 
concluded from the ſimilarity of their bodies, that 
mine muſt contain at leaft 1724 of theirs, and conſe- 
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quently would require as much food as was 
to ſupport ee. By w 


Part L 


* nn thor _ | 
author and a principal ſecretary concerning affairs | 
of that empire. The author's offers — 
| fever in his wars. 


HE fuſt requels 1 made, after I had obtained 
my liberty, was, that I might have licence to 
fee Mildendo, the metropolis ; which the Emperor - 
nted me, but with a ſpecial charge to do no 
kurt _ to the inhabitants or * —_— The 
people had notice by proclamation of my de to 
bike the town. Tho al. which — Þ, > 
two feet and a half high, and at leaſt eleven inches 
| broad, fo that a coach and horfes may be driven very 
ſa ſely round i it; and it is flanked with ſtrong towers 
at ten ſeet diſtance. I ſtept over the great weſtern 
gate, and paſſed very gently, and fideling, through 
cipal — © only in my ſhort waiſt-coat, 
for fear of dama g the roots and eves of the houſes 
with the ſkirts _—_ coat. I walked with the utmoſt 
circumſpection to avoid treading on any ſtragglers, 
who might remain in the ſtreets; 8 the orders 
were very ſtrict, that all —_— ſhould keep in theit 
houſes at their own peril e 
tops of houſes were fo crouded with ſpectators, that 


garret-windows and 


thought in all my travels I had not ſeen a _ : 


pulous place. The city is an exact ſquare, each 

of the wall being five hundred feet long. The two 

great ſtreets, which run acroſs and divide it into four 

quarters, are five feet wide. The lanes and 

which I could not enter, but only viewed them as I 

paſſed, are from twelve to — inches. The 
town 


other, and drew 
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town is ble of five hundred thouſand 
fouls : the "= three to five ſtories : the 
the Gops and markets well provided. 


ke Emperer's ce is in the centre of the city, 
2 ſe is incloſed by 


all ; 
the 


palace 
every fide. The outward court is a 


feet, and includes two other courts : in the inmoſt 


ts, which I was very deſirous 


are the royal 


do ſee, but found it extremely difficult ; for the great 


gates, one ſquare into another, wore but eigh- 
teen inches high, and ſeven inches wide. Now the 
buildings of the outer court were at leaſt five feet 


high, and it was i die for me to firide over 
them without infinite damage to the pile, the 
walls were ſtrongly built bf bewn ſtone, four 


inches thick. At the fame time the Emperor had a 
8 that I ſhould ſee the magnificence of his 
; but this I was not able to do till three days ; 


ing 

through the city to the palace with my two ſtools in 
my hands. When ] came to the fie of hs anne | 
court, I ſtood upo 
my hand ; this I lifted over the roof, and gen ty 
it down on the ſpace between the firſt and ſecond 
ccurt, which was eight feet wide. I then ſtept over 
the building very conveniently from one ſtool to the 
the firſt after me with a hooked 
ſtick. By this contrivance I got into the inmoſt court ; 
and, lying down upon my fide, I applied wy face to 
the * — of the middle ſtories, which were left 
open on purpoſe, and diſcovered the moſt 
apartments that can be imagined. There I faw the 


Empreſs and the young princes in their ſeveral lodg- 


ings 
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Imperial Majeſty was pleaſed to ſmile very graciouſly 
upon me, and gave me out of the window her hand 
to kiſs. | 

deſcriptions of this kind, becauſe I referve them for 
2 greater work, which is now almoſt ready for the 


through a long ſeries of prince 
account of their wars and politics, 


Oo Sur 
laws, learning, and religion, their plants and ani 


animals, 
their peculiar manners and cuſtoms, with other mat- 
ters very curious and uſeful; my chief deſign at pre- 


ſent being only to relate ſuch events and tranſactions, 


as happened to the public or to myſelf, during a reſi- 


dence of about nine months in that empire. 
One morning, about a fortnight after I bad obtain- 

ed my liberty, — apy. ſecretary (as they 

ftile him) for private „came to my houſe at- 


tended only by one ſervant. He ordered his coach 


to wait at a diſtance, and deſired I would give him 
an hour's audience; which I readily conſented to, on 


account of his quality and perſonal merits, as well as 
of the many good offices he had done me during my 
ſolicitations at court. I offered to lie down, that he 


might. the more conveniently reach my ear ; but he 


choſe rather to let me hold him in my hand durirg 


our converſation. He began with compliments on 
my liberty; faid, he might pretend to ſome merit in 
it: but however added, that, if it had not been for 
the preſent fituation of things at court, perhaps I 
might not have obtained it fo ſoon. For, faid he, 
2s flouriſhing a condition as we may appear to be in 
to foreigners, we labcur under two mighty evils; a 
violent faction at home, and the danger of an invaſion 
dy a moſt potent enemy from abroad. As to the fiſt, 
you are to underſtand, that for above ſeventy moons 
paſt there have been two ſtruggling parties in this 


empire, under the names of Trameckſan, and Sla- 


of their 
®* High-Church and Low-Church, or Whig and Tory. As every 
| » 


meckfan *, from the high and low heels 


te the reader with farther 


4 4 


Cn e rr nnen 


enn 


an inch). The animofities between theſe two 
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| ſhoes, by which they diſtinguiſh themſelves. It is al- 


indeed, that the high heels are moſt agreea- 
ble to our ancient conſtitution ; but, however this 
be, his Majeſty bath determined to make uſe only of low 
beels in the adminiſtration of the goverment, and all 


offices in the gift of the crown, as you cannot but ob- 
ſerve ; and parti , that his Majeſty's imperial 


heels are lower at leaſt a drury than any of his 
court (drury is a meafure about the fourteenth part of 


run ſo high, that they will neither eat nor drink, nor 
talk with each other. We compute the Trameckſan, 
or high-heels, to exceed us in number ; but the 
power is wholly on our fide. We apprehend his im- 
perial highneſs, the heir to the crown, to have ſome 
tendency towards the high-heels; at leaſt, we can 


plainly diſcover, that one of his heels is higher than 


the other, which gives bim a hobble in his gate. Now, 


| in the midſt of theſe inteſtine diſquiets we are threaten- 
ed with an invaſion from the iſland of Blefuſcu, which is 
the other great 


ire of the univerſe, almoſt as large 
ſty. For as to what we 


thort time deſtroy all — hisMajeſty's 
dominions ; befides, our hiſtories of fix thouſand 
moons make no mention of any other regi than 
— r end 

8 I was going to tell 


Arms 


while he was a boy, goi 


cut one of his fingers. Whereupo 
ther, publiſhed an edit, comman 


by the enemy is reckoned to be ſomew 
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larger end; but his preſent Majeſty's 2 


ing it according to 


eat penalties, to break the ſmaller end of their 
The people ſo highly reſented this law, that 
our hiftories tell us, there have been fix rebellions 
raiſed on that account ; wherein one Emperor loſt his 
life, and another his crown. Theſe civil commotions 
were conſtantly ſomented by the monarchs of Ble- 
fuſcu ; _ won they ay quelled, the exiles al- 
ways fied f e to that empire, It is computed 
has eleven — perſons have at ſeveral times ſuf- 


fered death, rather than ſubmit to break their eggs 


at the ſmaller end. Many hundred large volumes 


have been publiſhed upon this contro verfy; but the 
| books of the Big-endians have been long forbidden, 
ard the whole party rendered incapable by law of 


helding employments. During the courſe of theſe 
troubles, the Emperors of Bleſuſcu did frequently ex- 


_ poſtulate by their ambaſſaders, accuſing us of 


a ſchiſm in religion by offending againſt a —_— 
tal dectrine of our great prophet Luftrog, in the fifty- 
fourth chapter of the Blundecral (which is their Al- 
coran). This however is thought to be a mere ftrain 


upon the text; for the words are theſe : That all true 


believers break their eggs at the convenient end. And 
which is the convenient end, ſeems in my humble cpi- 
nion, to be left to every man's conſcience, or at leaſt 
in the power of the chief magiſtrate to determine. 


Now, the Big-endian exiles have found fo much cre- 


dit in the Empercr of Blefuſcu's court, and fo much 


: ——_—_ aſſiſtance and encouragement from their party 


at home, that a bloody war hath been carried 
on between the two empires for fix and thirty moons, 
with various ſucceſs; during which time we have 


loſt forty capital ſhips, and a much greater number of 


veſſels, together with thirty thouſand of our 
beſt ſeamen and foldiers ; and the damage received 

Fat greater 
than ours. However, they have now equipped a 


terfere with parti ; 
nard of my life to defend his perſon and ftate againſt 


The author, by 


_ veſſels whatſoever. 
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numerous fleet, and are juſt preparing to make a de- 
ſcent upon us; and his Imperial Majefty, placing great 
confidence in your valcur and ftrength, hath com- 
manded me to lay this account of his affairs before 
you. 

I defired the ſe to preſent my humble duty to 
the Emperor, nd ts toe ie ve, toe Re & 
would not become me, who was a foreigner, to in- 
ies; but I was ready with the ha- 


all invaders *. 
CW AFP * 


4 high title of BAN — 
1 from bes can os. and 

ace. 7 mpreſs's tment on fire by an ac- 
WESC 


| . 


E Hy empire of Blefuſcu is an iſland, ſituated to 
the north-eaſt fide of Lilliput, from whence it 
is parted only by a channel of eight hundred yards 
wide. I had not yet ſeen it, and upon this notice of 
an intended invaſion I avoided appearing on that fide 
of the coaſt, for fear of being diſcovered by ſome of 
the enemy's ſhips, who had received no intelligence 
of me, all intercourſe between the two empires __ 
been ſtrictiy forbidden during the war upon pain < 
death, and an embargo laid by our Emperor upon all 
communicated to his Majeſty a 

project I] had formed of ſeizing the enemy's whole 
fleet ; which, as vur ſcouts affured us, lay at anchor 


in the harbour ready to fail with the firſt fair wind. I 


conſulted the moſt experienced ſeamen upon the depth 
of the channel, which they had often plumbed ; who 


told me, that in the middle at high-water it was 


ſeventy | 


a knitting-needle. I trebled the cable to make it 


ſtronger, and for the fame reaſon I twiſted three of 


the iron bars together, bending the extremities into a 
hook. Having thus fixed fifty hooks to as many cables, 
I went back to the north-eaſt coaſt, and putting off 


my coat, ſhoes, and ſtockings, walked into the fea 


in my leathern jerkin about half an hour before high- 
water. I waded with what haſte I could, and fwam 
in the middle about thirty yards, till I felt ground ; I 


— * leſs than half wo 
enemy was ighted when they ſaw me, FE 
| leaped ont of their ſhips, and fwam to ſhore, where | 
there could not be fewer than thirty thouſand fouls: 
I then took my tackling, and, faſtening a hook to the 


hole at the prow of each, I tied all the cords together 
at the end. While I was thus employed, 298 
diſcharged ſeveral thouſand arrows, many of whi 


five ſmart, gave me much diſturbance im my work. 
My greateſt henſion was for mine eyes, which I 
ſhould have infallibly loſt, if I had not ſuddenly 

thought of an expedient. I kept among other little 
_ neceffaries a pair of ſpectacles in a private pocket, 
which, as I obſerved before, had efcaped the Empe- 
ror's fearchers. Theſe I took out and faſtened as 
ſtrongly as I could upon my noſe, and thus armed went 
on boldly with my work in ſpight of the enemy's ar- 
rows, many of which ſtruck againſt the glaſſes of my 
ſpeRacles, but without any other effect, farther than 
a little to diſcompoſe them. I had now faſtened all 
the hooks, and taking the knot in my hand began to 
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as pack-thread, and the bars of the length and ſize of 


ſtuck in my hands and face; and, befides the exceſ- 


2 1 Fr 28 4 fr. Aar nun 


pull; 


aF 


LILLE 


iter 


2 
g * 


bearing, 
which the 
Long live the moſt puiſſe o* Lilliput 
ved me at g with 


| the 4 of 
the channel, they were yet more in pain, becauſe I 
conclud- 


upon the ſpot, 
them. 


» 
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His Maj 


into ſla very. And, when the 
the wiſeſt part of the miniſtry we 


that of the wiſeſt appeared at leaſt by their 
ſilence to be of my opinion; but others, who were 
my ſecret enemies, could not forbear ſome expreſſions, 

time began 3 tween his Majeſty, and à 


be 
junto of miniſters uſly bent againſt me, which 


oke out in leis than two months, and had like to 


About three weeks after this exploit, there arrived 
_ a ſolemn embaſſy from Blefuicu with humble offers of 
a peace ; which was foon concluded upon conditions 
very advantageous to our Emperor, wherewith I 
ſhall not trouble the reader. There were fix am- 


bafladors, with a train of about five hundred per- 
ſons; and their entry was very magnificent, ſuitable 


to the of their maſter, and the importance 

of their buſineſs. When their treaty was finiſhed, 

wherein I did them feveral good offices by the credit 

I now bad, cr at leaft appeared to have at _ 
t 


tter | 


TASBEPE AFERFERLESE EX 


; _ obliged them, but ſhall not trouble the reader 1 
the 14 | 


on the 


proofs of my prodigious ſtrength, of which 
the had heard fo wonders ; wherein I read 


D 


lencies to their infinite ſatisfaction and ize, I de- 


ſired they would do me the honour to preſent my moſt 
humble reſpects to the Emperor their AK re- 

nown of whoſe virtues had ſo juſtly filled the whole 
world with admiration, and whoſe royal perfon 1 
reſolved to attend before I returned to my own coun- 
try : accordingly, the next time I had the honour to 


r, I defired his general licence to wait 
ian monarch, which he was pleaſed 
to grant me, as I could plainly perceive, in a very 


cold manner; but could not gueſs the reaſon, till 
I had a whiſper from a certain perſon, that Flinmnap, 
and Bolgolam had repreſented my intercourſe with 
' _ thoſe ambaſſadors as a mark of difaffeQtion, from 


which I am fure my heart was wholly free. And 


this was the firſt time I began to conceive ſome 
imperfect idea of courts ard miniſters. 5 
It is to be obferved, that theſe ambaſſadors ſpoke 


to me by an interpreter, the languages of both em- 
ires differing as much ſrom each other as any two in 


| Europe ; and each nation priding itſelf upon the ar- 
_ tiquity, beauty, and energy of their own tongues, 
or 


with an avowed contempt for that of their neighbour; 


yet our Emperor, ftanding upon the advantage be 


| had got by the ſeizure of their fleet, obliged them to 


deliver tkeir credentials, and make their ſpeech in 
in the Lill:putian tongue. And it muſt be confeſſed, 
that from the great intercourſe of trade and com- 
merce between both realms, from the continual re- 
ception of exiles, which is mutual among them, and 
from the cuſtom in each empire to ſend their young 
nobility ard richer gentry to the other in order to 


polith 
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me, and it 
I made a ſhift to get palace 
on any of the people. I found they had already ap- 


plied ladders to the walls of the apartment, and were 


well provided with buckets, but the water was at 
ſome diſtance. 


them as faſt as they could; but the flame was fo 
violent, that they did little good. I might eaſily 
have ſtifled it with 


left behind me for ha ae oy nar hat. Neg fb | 
leathern jerkin. The cafe ſeemed wholly * | 


5 
9 7 


Theſe buckets were about the ſize f 
a large thimble, and the poor people ſupplied me with 


y coat, which 1 unfortunately | 


LA 


diure 


NF 2 


. 


SEE 


2477 


eee FROTE = 


©. & 
were 
as at 
ze of 
as fo 
ately 
n 1] 0 
erate 


_ repaired for her uſe; and, in 
chief confidents, could not forbear vowing revenge. 
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and deplorable, and this magnificent palace would 
have infallibly been burnt down to the ground, 
if, by a preſence of mind unufual to me, I had not 
ſuddenly thought of an expedient. I had the even- 
ing before drank plentifully of a moſt delicious wine 

called Gilmigrim (the Blefuſcudians call it Flunec, 
but ours is eſteemed the better fort) which is very 
diuretic. By the luckieft chance in the world I had 
not diſcharged myſelf of any part of it. The heat I 
had contracted by coming very near the flames, and 
by my labourin — them, made the wine be- 


to 
gin to — urine ; which I voided in ſuch a 


antity, and applied fo well to the proper places, 
hat 5 minutes the fire was wholly extinguiſhed, 
and the reſt of that noble pile, which had coſt ſo ma- 


ny ages in erefting, preſerved from deſtruction. 


It was now day-light, and I returned to my houſe 
without waiting to congratulate with the Emperor : 


| becauſe, although I had done a very eminent piece 


of ſervice, yet I could not tell how his Majefty might 
reſent the manner, by which I had performed it: 2 
by the fundamental laws of the realm, it is capital in 
any , of what quality ſoever, to make water 
within the precincts of the — But I was a little 
comforted by a meſſage from his Majeſty, that he 
would give orders to the grand juſticiary for paſſing 
my 22 in form; which however I could not ob- 
tain. And I was privately aſſured, that the Empreſs, 
conceiving the greateſt abhorrence of what I had 
done, removed to the moſt diſtant fide of the court, 
reſolved that thoſe ——_ ſhould never be 
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A LTHOUGH I intend to leave the deſcription 


mean time I am content to gratify the curious reader 
with ſome general ideas. As the common fize of the 
natives is 


, as well as 


of king in that country. His windica- 


{nah mayer Jo Nang Ay ſo there is 


of this empire to a particular treatiſe, yet inthe | 


an 1 all other anim 
plants trees: for inſtance, the talleſt horſes and 


oxen are between four and five inches in height, 
the ſheep an inch and half, more or leſs ; their geeſe 
about bigneſs of a ſparrow, and fo the ſevera 


gradations downwards, till you come to the ſmalleſt, 


which to my fight were almoſt invifible ; but nature 
 Hath adapted the eyes of the Lilliputians to all ob- 
Jets proper for their view : they fee with great ex- 
actneſs, but at no great diſtance. And, to ſhew the 
- of their ſight towards objects that are 
near, I have been 


pleaſed with obſerving a cook 


pulling a lark, which was not fo large as a common 
fly ; and a young girl threading an inviſible needle 


with inviſible ſilk. eir talleſt trees are about ſeven 
4 I mean ſome of thoſe in the great royal 
park, the tops whereof I could but juſt reach with 


nation. | | | | 
I ſhall fay but little at preſent of their learning, 


my fiſt clinched. The other vegetables are in the fame 
proportion; but this I leave to the reader's imagi- 


which for many ages hath flouriſhed in all its branches 


among them : but their manner of writing is very pe 
culiar, being neither from the left to the right, like 


the Europeans; ner from the right to the left, like 
the Arabians ; nor from up to down, like the Chineſe; | 


but aſlant from one corner of the paper to the other, 
They 


like ladies in England. 
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diately put to an ignominious death; and out of his 
Po fg bet the innocent perſon is qua re- 
for the loſs of his time, for the danger he 
underwent, for the hardſhip of his impriſonm f 
and for all the charges he hath been at in making bis 
defence. Or, if that fund be deficient, it is largely 
_ ſupplied by the crown. The Emperor alſo con- 
fers on him fome public mark of his favour, and 
proclamation is made of his innocence through the 
Whale city. | 2 
They lock upon fraud as a greater crime than theft, 
and therefere teldom fail to puniſh it with death; for 
they alledge, that care and vigilance, with a very 
common underſtanding, may preferve a man's goods 
trom thieves, but honetty has no fence againſt ſuperior _ 
cunning ; and fince it is neceſſary that there ſhould | 
de a perpetual intercourſe of buying and ſelling, and 
dealing upon credit; where fraud is permitted and 
con nived at, er hath no law to puniſh it, the honeſt 
dealer is always undone, and the knave gets the ad- 
vantage. I remember when I was once interceding 
with the king for a criminal, who had wronged his 
maſter of a great ſum of money, which he had re- 
ceived by order and ran away with ; and happeni 


to tell his Majefty, by way of extenuation, that k 


it was only a breach of truſt; the Emperor thought 
it monſtrous in mne to offer as a defence the teſt 
aggravation of the crime; and truly I had little to 
fay in return, farther than the commer anſwer, that 
different nations had different cuſtoms ; fer, I confeſs, 
I was heartily aſhamed “. | | | 
Although we uſually call reward and puniſhment 
the two hinges, upon which all government turns, 
yet I could never obſerve this maxim to be put in 
ractice by any nation, except that of Lilliput, 
hoever can there bring ſufficient proof, that he 
bath ſtrictly obſerved the laws of his country for ſe- 
venty-three moons, hath a claim to certain — 
according to his quality and condftion of life, with a 
propertionable fum of money out of a fund * 
at 
An aft of parliament hath been fince paſſed, by which ſome 
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ated for that uſe : he likewiſe acquires the title of 
ſnilpall , or legal, which is added to his name, but 
doth not deſcend to his poſterity. And theſe people 
thought it a prodigious defect of policy among us, 
when I told them, that our laws were enforced on 

by penalties, without any mention of reward. It is 
upon this account, that the image of juſt'ce in their 
courts of judicature is formed with fix eyes, two be- 
fore, as many behind, and on each fide one, to ſignify 
i ion; With a bag of gold open in her right 
hand, and a ſword ſheathed in her left, to ſhew 
is _ diſpoſed to 1 to puniſh. FI 
chuſin perſons | employments ey nave 
more — good morals than to great abilities; 
for, ſince government is neceſſary to mankind, they 
believe, that the common ſize of human underſtand- 
ings is fitted to ſome ſtation or other, and that provi- 
dence never intended to make the management of 
ublic affairs a myſtery to be comprehended only by a 
perſons of ſublime genius, of which there feldom 

are three born in an age: but they ſuppoſe truth, 
Juſtice, temperance, and the like, to be in every man's 
power, the practice of which virtues, aſſiſted by expe- 
rience and a good intention, would qualify any man 
for the ſervice of his country, except where a courſe of 
ſtudy is required. But they thought the want of moral 
_ virtues was fo far from being ſupplied by ſuperior en- 

dowments of the mind, that employments could re- 
ver be put into fuch dangercus hands as thoſe of per- 
fors fo qualified ; and at leaft, that the miſtakes, 
committed by ignorance in a virtuous diſpoſition, 
would never be of ſuch fatal conſequence to the pub- 
lic weal, as the practices of a man whoſe inclinations 
led him to be corrupt, and who had great abilities to 
manage, to multiply, and defend his corruptions. | 

In like manner, the diſbelf of a divine providence 
renders a man uncapable of Holding any public ftation ; 
for, fince kings avow themſelves to be the deputies ot 
providence, the Lilliputians think nothing can be 
more abſurd, than for a prince to employ ſuch men as 
diſown the authority, under which he aQteth. 


In 


In relating theſe and the following laws, I would 
only be underſtood to mean the original inſtitutions, 
and not the moſt ſcandalous tions, into which 


man. Fer as to that infamous practice of acquiring 
great employments by dancirg on the ropes, or badges 


of fa vc ur and diſtir ction by leaping over fticks, and 


creeping under them, the reader is to obſerve, that 
they were firſt introduced by the grandfather of the 
Emperor now reigning, and grew to the preſent 
height by the gradual increaſe of party and faction. 


Ingratitude is among them a capital crime, as we 


read it to have been in ſcine other countries; for 
they reaſon thus, that whoever makes ill returns to 
his benefactor, muſt needs be a common 


obligation, and therefore ſuch a man is not fit to live. 


eir notions relating to the duties of parents and 


children differ extremely frem curs. For, fince the 


- 


conjunction cf male and female is founded upon the 
great law of nature in order to gate and conti- 


nue the ſpecies, the Lilliputians will needs have it, 
that men and women are joined —— like other 
animals by the motives of cencupi 

their tenderneſs towards their young proceeds from 
the like natural principle: for which reaſon they wilt 


never allow, that a child is under any obligation to 
his father for begetting bim, or to his mother for 


bringing bim into the werld, which, conſidering the 
miſeries of human life, was neither a benefit in itſelf, 


nor intended ſo by his parents, whoſe thoughts in 


their love encounters were otherwiſe employed. U 
theſe, and the like reafonings, their opinion is, 


parents are the laſt of all others to be truſted with tbe 
education of their own children: and therefore they | 


have in every town puhlic nurſeries, where all 


rents, except cottagers and labourers, are obliged to 


ſend their infants of both ſexes, to be reared and 


_ educated when they come to the age of twenty | 


moons, at which time they are ſu to have ſome 
_ rudiments of docility. Theſe ſchools are of ſeveral 
kinds, fuited to different qualities, and » 

xes. 
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theſe people are fallen by the degenerate nature f 


to the 
reſt of mankind, from whom he hath received no 


cence ; and that | 
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ſexes. They have certain profeſſors well ſkilled in 

ing children for ſuch a condition of life as befits 

the rank of their parents, and their own capacities as 

well as inclinations. I ſhall firſt ſay ſomething of the 
male nurſeries, and then of the female. | 

The nurſeries for males of nobler or eminent birth 

are provided with grave and learned profeſſors, and 


children are plain and fimple. They are bred up in 
the A honour, juſtice, courage, modeſty, 
clemency, religion, and love of their country; they 
are always employed in ſome buſineſs, except in the 


times of eating and ſleeping, which are very ſhort, 
5 r of bodily exer- 


ciſes. They are dreſſed by men till four years of age, 
and then are obliged to dreſs themſelves, although 


tendants, who are aged proportionably to ours at fifty, 
— — yo 8 menial offices. 


| to converſe with ſervants, but go t 


twice a year; the viſit is to laſt but an hour; they 
are allowed to kiſs the child at meeting and parting ; 
but a profeſſor, who always ſtands by on thoſe occa- 
fions, will not ſuffer them to whiſper, or uſe any fond- 
ling expreſſions, or bring any preſents of toys, ſweet- 
meats, and the like. _—_— 

The penfion from each family for the education and 
entertainment of a child, upon failure of due pay- 
ment, is levied by the Emperor's officers. 


The nurſeries for children of ordinary gentlemen, 


merchants, traders, and handicrafts, are managed 


proportionably after the fame manner; only thoſe de- 


ſigned fer trades are put out apprentices at eleven 
years old, whereas thoſe perſons of quality continue 


in their exerciſes till fifteen, which anſwers to twenty- 


one with us: but the cor fincment is gradually leſſen- 


ed for the laſt three years. 
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In the female nurſeries, the young girls of quality | 
are educated much like the males, only they are | 
drefſed by orderly ſervants of their own ſex ; but al- 


ways in t | op of a profeſſor or deputy, till the 
come to dreſs themſelves, which is at five years 


entertain the girls with frightful or fooliſh ſtories, or 
the common ſollies iſed by chamber-maids 
us, they are publi 


moſt deſolate part of the country. Thus the young 


ladies there are as much aſhamed of being cowards | 


and fools, as the men, and deſpiſe all perſonal orna- 
ments beyond decency and cleanlineſs : neither did 
perceive any Cifference in their education, made by 


their difference of ſex, only that the exerciſes of the 
females were not altogether ſo robuſt ; and that ſome 


rules were given them relating to demeſtic life, and a 


ſmaller compaſs of learning was enjoined them: for 
their maxim is, that, among people of quality, a wife | 


ſhould be always a reaſonable and agreeable co 

nion, becauſe ſhe cannot always be young. W 
the girls are twelve years old, which among them is 
the marriageable age, their parents or guardians take 


them home with great expreſſions of gratitude to the 


; © mane} and feldom without tears of the young 


Y and her companions. 


the nurſeries of fewales of the * ſort te 


children are irfirufted in all kinds of works proper 


ſer their ſex, and their ſeveral degrees: thoſe in- 


tended for 2 8 are diſmiſſed at ſeven years old, 
the reſt are kept to eleven. | 


The meaner families, who have children at theſe 
nurſeries, are obliged, beſides their annual penſion, 


which is as low as poſſible, to return to the ſteward 
of the nurſery a ſmall monthly ſhare of their gettings 

to be a portion for the child ; and therefore all * 
rents are limited in their expences by the law. Por 
the Lilliputians think nothing can be more unjuſt, 
than for people, in ſubſervience to their own appe- 
rites, to bring children into the world, and leave the 
burthen of ſupporting them on the public. * 


And if it be found, that theſe nurſes ever preſume o 


whipped thrice about the city, 
ned for a year, and baniſhed for life to the | 
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fons of quality, ive ſecurity to appropriate a 
certain fum for . 


eir buſineſs being only to till and cultivate 
S M e ES IS 
| to the ic : but the nd diſeaſed 
among them are ſupported by hoſpitals : for begging 
is a trade unknown in this Empire. 
And here it may perhaps divert the curious reader, 
to give ſome account of my domeſtics, and my manner 
ol living in this country, during a refidence of nine 
months and thirteen days. Having a head mechani- 
cally turned, and being likewife forced by neceſſity, 
I had made for myſelf a table and chair convenient 
enough out of the largeſt trees in the royal park. Two 
hundred ſempſtreſſes were employed to make me 
ſhirts, and linen for my bed — table, all of the 
ſtrongeſt and coarſeſt kind they could get; which, 
however, they were forced to quilt together in ſeve- 
ral folds, for the thickeſt was ſome degrees finer than 
lawn. Their linen is uſually three inches wide, and 
| three feet make a piece. The ſempſtreſſes took my 
meaſure as I lay on the ground, one ſtanding at my 
neck, and another at my mid-leg, with a ſtrong cord 
extended, that each held by the end, while a third 
meaſured the length of the cord with a rule of an inch 
long. Then they meaſured my right thumb, and de- 
fired no more ; for by a mathematical computation, 
that twice round the thumb is once round the wriſt, 
and fo on to the neck and the waiſt, and by the help 
of my old ſhirt, which I diſplayed on the ground be- 
fore them for a pattern, they fitted me exactly. Three 
hundred taylors were employed in the fame manner 
to make me clothes; but they had another contriv- 
ance for taking my meaſure. I kneeled down, and 
they raiſed a ladder from the ground to my neck; 
upon this ladder one of them mounted, and let fall a 
— from my collar to the floor, which juſt an- 
wered the length of my coat; but my waiſt and 
arms IL meaſured myſelf. When my cloaths were ſi- 
| png C 5 niſhed: 


| home, 
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niſhed, which was done in my houſe (for the 

of theirs would not have been able to hold them) 
looked like the patch-work made by the ladies in 
land, only that mine were all of a colour. 
had three Eundred cooks to dreſs my victuals in 
little convenient huts built about my houſe, 
they and their families lived, and prepared me two 
diſhes a-piece. I took up twenty waiters in my hand, 


tended below on the ground, fome 

meat, and ſome with barrels of wine, and other li- 
quors, flung on their ſhoulders ; all which the wait- 
ers above drew as I wanted, in a very ingenious 
manner by certain cords, as we draw the et up 
a well, in Europe. A diſh of their meat was a good 


mouthful, and a barrel of their liquor a reaſonable 


draught. Their mutton yields to ours, but their beef 


is excellent. I have had a firloin fo large, that I have 


been forced to make three bits of it ; but this is rare. 


My ſervants were aſtoniſhed to ſee me eat it, bones 


and all, as in our country we do the leg of a lark. 
Their geeſe and turkies I uſually eat at a mcuthful, 


and I muſt confeſs, they far exceed ours. Of their 
_ ſmaller fowl I could take up twenty or thirty at the 


end of my knife. 

One day his Imperial Majeſty, being informed of 
my way of living, deſired that himſelf and his royal 
confort, with the young princes of the blcod of both 
ſexes, might have the happineſs (as he was pleaſed 


to call it) of dining with me. They came accord- 


ng] „and I placed them in chairs of ſtate upon my 
table, juſt over againſt me, with their guards about 
them. Flimnap, the lord bigh treaſurer, attended 

there likewiſe with his white ſtaff ; and I obſerved he 

often looked on me with a four countenance, which 
I would not ſeem to regard, but eat more than uſual, 
in honour to my dear country, as well as to fill the 
court with admiration. I have ſome private reafons 


to believe that this viſit from his Majeſty, gave Fim 


nap an opportunity of doing me ill offices to his m after. 
That miniſter had always been wy ſecret enemy, 


though 
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_ firſt fair occaſion of diſmiſſing me. 
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mn 
al to the moroſ- of his nature. He ented 
to the Emperor the low condition of his ury ; that 
he was forced to take up money at great diſcount ; 
the exchequer bills would not circulate under nine 
ber cent. below par; that I had coſt his Majeſty above 

Falf of ſprugs (their greateſt gold coin, 
about the bigneſs of a ſpangle) and upon the whole, 
that it would be adviſable in the Emperor to take the 


utation of an 


I am here obliged to vindicate the 
excellent lady, who was an innocent ſufferer upon my 
account. The treaſurer took a fancy to be jealous of 
his wife, from the malice of ſome evil toagues, who 
informed him that her grace had taken a violent af- 
fection for my perſon ; and the court-ſcandal ran for 
ſome time, that ſhe once came privately io my lodg- 
ing. This I folemnly declare to be a moſt infamous 
fallhood, without any grounds, farther than that her 
grace was pleaſed to treat me with all innocent marks 
of freedom and friendſhip. I own ſhe came often to 
my houſe, but always publicly, ncr ever without 
three more in the coach, who were ufually her ſiſter 


and young daughter, and ſome particular acquaint- 


ance ; but this was common to many other ladies of 


the court. And 1 ſtill appeal to my fervants round, 


whether they at any time ſaw a coach at my door, 
without knowing what perſons were in it. On thoſe 
occaſions, when a ſervant had given me notice, m 
cuſtom was to go immediately to the door ; and, af- 


ter paying my reſpects, to take up the coach and two 


horſes very carefully in my hands (for, if there were 
fix horſes, the poſtillion always unharneſſed four) and 
placed them on a table, where J had fixed a move- 
able rim quite round of five inches high, to prevent 
accidents. And I have often had four coaches and 
horſes at once on nfy table full of company, while I 
fat in my chair, leaning my face towards them ; and, 

when Iwas engaged with one ſet, the coachman would 
gently drive the others round my table. I have paſſed 
many an afternoon very agreeably in theſe converſa-- 
tions. But I defy the treaſurer, or his two informers 

A will name them, and let them make their — 

10 
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Majeſty, as I have before 
upon this 


yet I loſt all credit with him, and found my intereſt 


decline very faſt with the Emperor himſelf, who was 


indeed too much governed by that favourite. 
CHAP. VII. 


The author being informed of a defig accuſe him of 
ge makes br fen, "Ty nt 4 


EFORE 4 — to give an account of my 
leaving this kingdom, — be proper to inform 
the reader of a private intrigue, which had been for 
two months forming againſt me. | 
I had been hitherto all my life a ſtranger to courts, 
for which I was unqualified by the meanneſs of my 
condition. I had indeed heard and read enough of 
the difpcfitions of great princes and miniſters ; but 
never expected to have found ſuch terrible effects of 
them in fo remote a country, governed, as I thought, 
by very different maxims from thoſe in Europe. 
When I was juſt preparing to pay my attendance on 
the Emperor of Blefuſcu, a — perſon at 
court (to whom 1 had been very ſerviceable at a 
time, when he lay under the higheſt diſpleaſure : 4 


2 
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was to the following effect, for I took notes 
ſioon as he left me. 


5 s 


ever 
not; but his hatred is encreaſed fince your great ſuc- 


grand juſticiary, have prepared articles of impeach- 
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You are to know, faid he, that feveral com- 
mittees of council have been lately called in the moſt 
private manner on your account; and it is but two 
days ſince his Majeſty came to a full reſolution. 

You con very ſenſible that Skyris Bolgolam (gaber; 
wor © hath been your mortal enemy almoſt 
your arrival : his origi reaſons I know 


or h1 


ceſs againſt Blefuſcu, by which his glory, as admiral, 
is much obſcured. This lord in conjunction with 
Flimnap the high-treaſurer, whoſe enmity againſt 
you is notorious on account of his lady, Line the 
general, Lalcon the chamberlain, and Blamuff the 


ment againſt you for treaſon, and other capital crimes. 
This preface made me ſo impatient, being con- 
ſcious of my own merits and innocence, that I was 
going to interrupt ; when he entreated me to be 
ent, and thus proceeded. 
Out of gratitude fer the favours you have done "oy 
I procured information of the whole proceedings, and 


a copy of the articles; wherein I venture my 


* your ſervice. 
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, lying and being within the odd. 
of the faid mou ace, againſt the — _ that 
caſe provided, etc. againſt the duty, etc 


ARTICLE NW. 


That the ſaid Quinbus Fleſtrin having brought the 
port, and be- 


imperial fleet of Blefuſcu into the royal 
ing afterwards commanded by his 


Ma jeſty to 


ewiſe all the people of that empire, who would 
ort 


not immediately f e the Big-endian hereſy: he the 
faid Fleftrin, hike a falfe traiter againſt his moſt auſ- 


„ ſerene, Imperial Majefty, did petition to be 


excuſed from the faid ſervice, upon pretence of un- 


willingneſs to fcrce the eonſciences, or deſtroy the li- 
berties and lives of an innocent people. 


ARTICLE m. 


That, whereas certain ambaſſadors arrived from 


the court of Biefuſcu to ſue for peace in his Majeſty's 
Court, 


his client: and a ſtateſman, if he promotes the intereft of his 
country: but the Dean here inculcates an higher notion of right 


and wrong, — — Haie 
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ſeize all the other 2 of the faid empire of Rleſuſ- 


| * A lawyer thinks himſelf honeſt if be does the beſt he can for 


„ eats anodes 5 ASM - 


— 
vas lately an open to his 
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I the ſeveral debates upon 


true friend, was commanded by the 
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court, he the ſaid Pleſtrin did, like a falſe traitor, aid, 
— Oo, and divert CE CO 
TESTS 


in open war againſt his 


GY IV. 
That the faid Quinbus Pleſtrin. contrary to the du- 
ty of a faithful fubjeQ, Soy g to make a 


voyage to the court and ans, for which 
he hath received —— from his imperial 


Majeſty ; and under colour of the faid licence doth 


and traiterouſly intend to take the faid voyage, 
2288 to aid, comfort, and abet the Emperor 
of Blefuſcu, ſo late an enemy and in. open war with 
bis Imperial Majeſty aforefaid. 


Tha ce fave aces en but theſe are the 
moſt important, of which I have read an abſtract. 


done 128 23 to extenuate your crimes. 


The treaſurer and admiral inſiſted, that yo 


and ignominious death by ſet- : 
RS and the general was 
twenty thouſand men armed with 


poiſoned arrows to ſhoot you on the face and hands. 
Some of your ſervants were to have private coders ts 


The general came into the 


_ fame opinion; fo that for a long time there was a ma- 


Jority [againſt you : but his Majeſty reſolving, if 
ws ſpare your life, at laſt brought off the 
ain. 


Upon this incident Reldreſal principal ſecretary 5 
WW 4 affairs, who always approved himfelf your 


Emperor to deli- 
ver his opinion, which he — Aur 4 did ; and there- 


in juſtified the good thoughts you have of him. He 


allowed your crimes to be great, but that ſtill there 


was room for mercy, the moſt commendable virtue in 
2 prince, 
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a prince, and for which his Majeſty was fo juſtly cele- 
brated. He faid, the friendſhip between you and 


him well known to the world, — 
— 2 


was 
moſt honourable board might think him 
however, in obedience to the command he 


ceived, he would freely offer his ſentiments. That 


if his Majeſty, in eration of your ſervices, and 
purſuant to his own merciful diſpoſition, would pleaſe 
to ſpare your life, and only give order to put out both 
your eyes, he humbly conceived, that by this expe- 
dient juſtice might in ſome meaſure be fatisfied, and 
all the world would ud the lenity of the Em- 
peror, as well as the fair and erous proceedings 
of thoſe, who have the honour __ his counſellors. 
That the loſs of your eyes would be no impediment 
to your bodily ſtrength, by which you might ſtill be 
uſeful to his Majeſty : that blindneſs is an addition to 
courage, by concealing dangers from us ; that the 
fear you had for your eyes, was the greateſt difficulty 
in bringing over the enemy's fleet; and it would 
be ſufficient for you to ſee by the eyes of the miniſters, 
fince the greateſt princes do no more. . 
This propoſal was received with the utmoſt diſap- 
probation by the whole board. Bolgolam the admi- 
ral could not preſerve his t ; but riſing up in 
fury, faid, he wondered how the ſecretary durſt pre- 
fume to give his opinion for preſerving the life of a 
traitor : Tos the ſervices you had performed were, by 
all true reaſons of ſtate, the great aggravation of your 
cries ; that you, who were able to extinguiſh the 
fire by diſcharge of urine in her Majeſty's apartment 
(which he mentioned with horrour) might at another 
time raiſe an inundation by the fame means to drown 
the whole palace; and the fame ftrength, which en- 
abled you to bring over the enemy's fleet, might 
ſerve upon the firſt diſcontent to carry it back: that 
he had good reaſons to think you are a Bid-endian in 
Four heart; and as treaſon begins in the heart, be- 
fore it appears in overtacts, fo he accuſed you as a 


traitor on that account, and therefore inſiſted you 


ſhould be put to death. 


TTY EH 4-H 4H 


ELL-T-T3-LI1-M 


117234 


28 


dy 


to what ſtreights his Majeſty's 


fince the council thought the loſs 
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The treaſurer was of the ſame opinion : he ſhewed 
the charge of maintaining you, which would f 
— — ; that the ſecretary'e ient of 
putting out your eyes was fo far from being a remedy 
— this evil, that it would probably encreaſe it, 
as is manifeſt from the common practice of blinding 
ſome kinds of fowl, after which they fed the faſter, 
and grew ſooner fat: that his ſacred majeſty and the 
council, who are your j ages, were in their own con- 
ſciences ſully convinced of your guilt, which was a 
ſufficient argument to condemn you to death, without 
— formal proofs required by the ftri& letter of the 

w #, | 
But his Imper ial Majeſty, fully determined againſt 
capital puniſhment, was graciouſly — to ſay, that 
of your eyes too eaſy 
a cenſure, ſome other may be inflicted hereafter. And 
your friend the ſecretary, humbly defiring to be heard 
again, in anſwer to what the * objected 
concerning the great charge his Majeſty 


was at in 
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prevent infection, leaving the ſkeleton as a monument 
of admiration to poſterity. 


ed, that the 


fire in her apartment. LY 

In three days, your friend the ſecretary will be di- 
_ refted to came to your houſe, and read before you 
the articles of impeachment ; and then to fignify the 
great lenity and favour of his Majeſty and council, 
whereby you are only condemned to the loſs of your 
eyes, which his Majeſty doth not queſtion you will 


| Arras and humbly ſubmit to; and twenty of his 


s ſurgeons will attend in order to ſee the ope- 


ration well performed by diſcharging very ſharp- 
_ Pointed arrows into the balls of your eyes, as you lie 


on the ground. 


F leave to your prudence what meaſures you will 
take; and, to avoid ſuſpicion, I muſt immediately 


return in as private a manner as I came. 

His lordſhip did fo, and I remained alone under 
many doubts and perplexities of mind. 

It was a cuſtom introduced by this prince and his 
miniſtry (very different, as I have been aſſured, from 
the practiſes of former times) that after the court 
had decreed any cruel execution either to gratify the 
monarch's reſentment, or the malice of a favourite, 
the Emperor always made a ſpeech te his whole coun- 
ci], expreſſing his great lenity and tenderneſs, as qua- 
 lities known and confeſſed by all the world. This 

ch was immediately publithed through the king- 
; nor did any thing terrify the people ſo much as 
thoſe encomiums on his Majeſty's mercy ; becauſe it 


was obſerved, that, the more theſe praiſes were en- 


larged and inſiſted on, the more inhuman was the 
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ſo ſoon learned the 
ſuade myſelf, that his Majeſty's preſent ſeverities ac- 


rr 
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puniſhment, and the ſufferer more innocent. Yet as 


to myſelf, I muſt conſeſs, having never been deſigned 


for a courtier either by my birth or education, I was 


ſo ill a judge of things, that I could not diſcover the 
lenity and favour of this ſentence, but conceived it, 


aps erroneouſly) rather to be rigorcus than gen- 
1 of — my trial; for, 
although I could not deny the facts alledged in the 
ſeveral articles, yet I hoped they would admit of fome 
extenuation. But having in my life peruſed many 
ſtate-trials, which I ever obſerved to terminate as the 
judges thought fit to direct, I durſt not rely on fo dan 
gerous a deciſion, in ſo critical a juncture, and a- 
= ſuch powerful enemies. Once I was | 
reſiſtance, for, while I had oy : 
whole of that empire could hardly fubdue 
me, and I might eaſily with ſtones pelt 22 
to pieces; but I ſoon rejected that project with hor- 


ror, by remembering the oath I had made to the Em- 


peror, the favours I received from him, and the hi 
title of Nardac he conferred upon me. Neither 1 
gratitude of courtiers, to per- 


quitted me of all paſt obligations. 
At laſt I fixed a reſolution, for which it is 

ble I may incur ſome cenfure, and not unjuſtly ; 
r I confeſs I owe the preſerving mine eyes, and con- 


| fequently my liberty, to my own great raſhneſs, and 


want of experience; becauſe, if I had then known 
the nature of princes and miniſters, which I have 
fince obſerved in many other courts, and their me- 
thods of treating criminals lefs obnoxious than my- 
ſelf, I ſhould with t alacrity and readineſs have 
—_— to fo eaſy 1 puniſhment. =o og we 
y the precipit outh, and having hi 

2 Majeſty DS hee — my attendance — upon the 


Emperor of Blefuſcu, I took this opportunity, before 


the three days were elapſed, to ſend a letter to my 
friend the ſecretary, ſignifying my reſolution of ſet- 
ting out that morning for Blefuſcu, purſuant to the 
leave I had got; and, without waiting for an an- 
ſwer, I went to that fide of the iſland where our __ 

Ly. 
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lay. I ſeized a large man of war, tied a cable to 
the prow, and, lifting up the anchors, I ſtript my- 


ſelf, clothes (together with my coverlet, 


honour of ſeeing ſo mighty a monarch, and to offer 
him any ſervice in my power conſiſtent with my duty | 
to my own prince; not mentioning a word of my di 
grace, becauſe I had hitherto no regular information 
of it, and might fu 
any ſuch defign ; neither could I reaſonably conceive 
that the Emperor would diſcover the ſecret, while I 
was out of his power; wherein however it ſoon ap- 
_ peared | was deceived. g 
I ſhall not trouble the reader with the particular ac- 
count of my reception at this court, which was ſui- 
table to the generoſity of ſo great a prince; nor of 
the difficulties I was in for want of a houſe and bed, 
being forced to lie on the ground, wrapt up in my 


coverlet. 


CHAP. 


e myſelf wholly ignorant of 


AP. 


he had left after the loſs 
thouſand ſeamen, under the command af his vice- 
admiral. This fleet failed round, while I went back 


rler 


ſeamen threw me the end of the cord, which I faſt- 
ened to a hole in the fore-part of the boat, and the 


I was not able to SID In 
forced to ſwim W and puſh the boat forwards 
as often as I could, with one of my hands: and the 
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CHAP. VIII. 


an by a lucky dies. Ab cone. dine Bd. 
1 A to bis 


HREE days after my arrival, walking out of 
curioſity to the north-eaſt coaſt of the ifland, I 
obterved about half a league off, in the ſea, ſome- 
what that looked like a boat overturned. I pulled off 


my ſhoes and ftockings, and wading two or three 
hundred yards, I found the object to approach nearer 


by force _ the tide ; and then plainly faw it to be a 


real boat, which 1 ores might by ſome tempeſt 


have been driven from a ſhip: whereupon I returned 
immediately towards the city, and deſired his Impe- 
rial Majeſty to lend me twenty of the talleſt veſſels 
his fleet, and three 


the ſhorteſt way to the coaſt, where 1 firſt diſcovered 
the boat ; T found the tide bad driven it ftill nearer. 
The feamen were all provided with cordage, which 


I had before-hand twiſted to a ſufficient ftrength. 
When the ſhips came np, I ſtript myſelf, and waded 


till I came within a hundred yards of the boat, after 
which I was forced to ſwim till I got up to it. The 


other end to a —_—_— but 1 found all my la- 
bour to little ; for, w_ out of my depth, 


is neceſſity, I was 


tide favouring me I advanced fo far, that I could juſt 
hold up my chin and feel the ground. I reſted two or 
three minutes, and then gave the boat another ſhove, 
and fo on till the fea was no higher than my arm- 
pits ; and now, the moſt laborious part being over, I 

out my other cables, which were ſtowed in one 
of the ſhips, and faſtened them firſt to the boat, 2 


days making, to my boat to the 

Blefuſcu k nr a = hty concourſe 7 

4 ＋ upon my arrival, full of wonder at the 
fo prodigious a veſſel. I told the Emperor, 


patched with a copy of the articles againſt me. This 
envoy had inſtructions to repreſent to the monarch of 
Blefuſcu, the great lenity of kis maſter, who was 


content to puniſh me no farther than with the loſs of 
mine eyes ; that I had fled from juſtice, and, if I did 


not return in two hours, I ſhould be deprived of my 


title of Nardac, and declared a traiter. The envoy 


further added, that, in order to maintain the peace 


and amity between both empires, his maſter expected. 


that bis brother of Blefuſcu would give orders to have 
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the help of certain paddles, which coſt 


A 


134 KAI EKS FTI rn YH Q 


that cabal, a 3 of quality was diſj- 
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me bound, his brother knew it was 1 


in a few weeks both empires would be freed from ſo 
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me ſent back to Lilliput, bound hand and foot, to be 
puniſhed as 2 traitor. I 


vilities and excuſes. He faid, that, as for ſending 


— ANN N 
to me for good offices I had 

him © making the peace. t, however both 
their Majeſties would ſoon be made eaſy ; for I had 
found a prodigious veſſel on the ſhore, able to carry 
me on the fea, which he had given order to fit 
with my own afliſtance and direction; and he 


inſt able an incumbrance. 
ith this anſwer the carey _rewened f 


and the monarch of Blefuſcu related to me all that 


had me at the ſame time (but under 
we (50:8 cou alien bo his gracious protection, if I 
would continue in by ſervice; wherein although I 


believed him ſincere, yet I reſolved never more to put 
| any confidence in princes or miniſters, where I could 
ar avoid it; and therefore, with all due acknow- 
ements for his favourable intentions, I humbly 
; begged to be excuſed. I told him, that ſince for- 


» whether good or evil, had thrown a veſſel in 
— way, I was reſolved to venture myſelf in the 


ocean, rather than be an occaſion of difference be- 


tween two ſuch mighty monarchs. Neither did I 
find the Emperor at all diſpleaſed ; and I diſcovered 


dy a certain accident, that he was very of 
reſolution, and ſo were moſt of his 1 * 


Theſe conſiderations moved me to haſten my FOR | 


| parture ſomewhat ſooner than I intended; to which 


the court, tient to have me gone, very readily 
— hundred workmen . 7 

to make two fails to my boat, according to my direc- | 
tions, by quilting thirteen fold of their ſtrongeſt linen 
together. I was at the pains of making ropes and 
cables by twiſting ten, tweaty, or thirty of the thick- 


eſt and ſtrongeſt of theirs. A great ftone that I hap- 


pened to find, after a long ſearch by the ſea ſhore, 
ſerved 


any of his 


ſerved me for an anchor. I had the tallow of three 


hundred cows for greafing my boat, and other uſes. 


I was at incredible pains in cutting down fome of the 
largeft timber-trees for oars and maſts, wherein I was 


however much aſſiſted by his Majeſty's 14 
ters, who helped me in — them after I had 
done the rough work. ST 1 
In about a month, when all was prepared, I ſent 
to receive his Majeſty's commands, and to take my 
leave. The Emperor and royal family came out of 
tze palace; I lay down on my face to kiſs his hand, 
which he very graciouſly gave me; fo did the Em- 
preſs, and young princes of the blood. His Maj 
preſented me with fifty purſes of two hundred / 
a piece, together with his picture at full — 4 


| keep 


it from being hurt. The ceremonies at my de- 


parture were too many to trouble the reader with at 


ume. | | 
I ftored the boat with the carcaſes of an hundred 


oxen, and three hundred ſheep, with bread and drink 


jonable, and as much meat ready dreſſed as 


2 


fix cows and two bulls alive, with as many ews and 
rams, intending to carry them into my own country, 
and propagate the breed. And to feed them on board 
T had a good bundle of hay, and a bag of corn. 1 
would gladly have taken a dozen of the natives, but 
this was a thing the Emperor would by no means 
permit; and, beſides a diligent fearch into my pock- 
_ ets, his Majeſty engaged my honour not to carry away 

ubjeQs, altho ugh with their own conſent 


and defire. 

Havin 
able, I fet fail on the 24th day of September 1701, 
at fix in the morning ; and when I had gone about 
four leagues to the northward, the wind being at 
ſouth eaſt, at fix in the evening I deſcried a al 
land about half a league to the north weſt. I ad- 
vanced forward, and caſt anchor on the lee-fide of 
the iſland, which ſeemed to be uninhabited. TI then 
took ſome refreſhment, and went to my reſt. I _ 
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ragte 


which I put immediately into one of my gloves to 


undred cooks could provide. I took with me 


thus prepared all things as well as I was | 


- 
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well, and as I conjeQture at leaſt fix hours, for 1 
found the day broke in two hours after I awaked. 
It was a clear night. I eat my breakfaſt before the 
fun was up; and heaving anchor, the wind being fa- 
vourable, I fteered the tame courſe that I had done 
the day before, wherein 1 was directed by my pocket- 

fs. My intention was to reach, if potiible, one 
of e iſlands which I had reaſon to believe lay to 


| the north-eaſt of Van Diemen's land. I diſcovered 


nothing all that day; but upon the next, about three 
in the afternoon, when I had by my computation 
made twenty-four leagues from Blefuſcu, I deſcried a 
fail ſteering to the ſouth-eaſt ; my courſe was due 
eaſt. I hailed her, but could get no anſwer; yet] 
found I gained upon her, for the wind flackened. I 
made all the fail I could, and in half an hour ſhe 
ſpied me, then hung out her antieat, and diſcharged 
a gun. It is not eaſy to expreſs the joy I was in upon 
the unexpected hope of once more ſee ing my beloved 
country, and the dear pledges I left in 1. The ſhip 
ſtackened her fails, and I came up with her between 
five and fix in the evening, September 26; but my 
heart leapt within me to tee her Engliſh colvurs. I 


put my cows and ſheep into my coat-pockets, and 


got on board with all my little cargo of provitons. 
The veſſel was an Engliſh merchantman returning 


from Japan by the North and South-feas : the captain 


Mr. John Biddel of Depttord, a very civil man, and 


an excellent failcr. We were now ia the latitude of 
zo degrees ſouth, there were about fifty men in the 
thip; and here I met an old comrade of mine, one 
Peter Williams, who gave me a good character to the 
captain. This gentleman treated me with kindneſs, 


and defired I would let him know what place I came 
from laſt and whither I was bound; which I did in 


few words, but he thought I was raving, ard that 
the dangers I had underwent had diſturbed my head; 
whereupon I took my black cattie and ſheep out of 
my pocket, which, after great. aſtoniſhment, clearly 
convinced him of my veracity. I then ſhewed him 


the gold given me by the Emperor of Blefuſcu, roge- 


ther with his Majeſty's picture at ſull length, and ſome 
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other rarities of that country. I gave bim two purſes 
of two hundred ſprugs each, and promiſed, when we 
arrived in England, to make him a preſent of a cow 
and a ſheep big with young. 

I ſhall not trouble the reader with a particular ac- 
count of this voyage, which was very proſperous for 
the moſt part. We arrived in the Downs on the 13th 
of April 1702. I had only one misfortune, that the 
rats on board carried away one of my ſheep; I found 
her bones in a hole, picked clean from the fleſh. The 
reſt of my cattle I got ſaſe a-ſhore, and ſet them a2 
— in a bowling- green at Greenwich, where the 
fineneſs of the graſs made them feed very heartily, 
though 1 had always feared the contrary ; neither 
could I poſſibly have preſerved them in fo long a voy- 
age, if the captain had not allowed me ſome of his 
beſt biſket, which rubbed to powder, and mingled 
with water, was their conſtant food. The ſhort time 
I continued in England, I made a conſiderable profit 
by ſhewing my cattle to mary perſons of quality, and 
others: and before I began my fecond voyage, I fold 


them for fix hundred pounds. Since my laſt return] 
find the breed is conſiderably increafed, efpecially 


the ſheep, which I hope will prove much to the ad- 
vantage of the woollen manufacture by the fizenefs 
of the fleeces. i 5 

Iſtayed but two months with my wife ard ſamily; 
for my inſatiable defire of ſeeing foreign countries 
would ſuffer me to continue no longer. I left fifteen 

| hundred ds with my wife, and fixed her in a 
good bowl e at Redriff. My remaining ſtock I carried 
with me, part in money and part in goods, in hopes 


to improve my fortur es. My eldeſt urcle John had 


left me an eſtate in lard, near Epping, of abcut 
thirty pounds a-year ; and I had a long jcafe of the 
Black-Bull in Feiter-Lane, which yielded me as much 
more: fo that I was not in ary danger of leaving my 
family upon the pariſh. My ſon Johnny, named fo 
after bis uncle, was at the gramuar-ſchaocl, ard a 
towardly child. My daugliter Beriy, (who is now 
well married, and has children) was then at her 
neecle-work. I took leave of my wife, and boy _ 

girl, 
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irl, with tears on both ſides, and went on board the 
dventure, a merchant-ſhip of 300 tons bound for 

Surat, Capt. John Nicholas of Liverpool commander. 

But — | account of this voyage muſt be referred to the 

ſeco 


part of my travels. 
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A great t form deſcribed, the Jon -boat ſent to fetch water, 
the author goes 2 2 He is 


left on ſhore, is ſeized by one of the natives, and aw 


ried to 4 farmer's houſe. His reception, with 


| accidents that happened there. 4 deſcription of the in- 


habitants 


tune to an active and reſtleſs life, in two 
months after my return I again left my native 
— 7 and took ſhipping in the Downs on the 2oih 
day of June 1702, in the Adventure, Capt. John Ni- 
cholas, a Corniſh man commander, bound for Surat. 
We had a very proſperous gale till we arrived at the 
Cape of Good Hope, where we landed for freſh wa- 
ter, but diſcovering a leak, we unthipped our goods, 
and wintered there; for, the captain falling fick of 

an ague, we could not leave the Cape till the end of 
March. We then fet fail, and had a good voyage 
till we paſſed the Streights of Madagaſcar ; but hav- 
ing got northward of that iſland, and to about five 
degrees ſouth latitude, the winds, which in thoſe 
ſeas are obſerved to blew a conſtant equal gale be- 
tween the north and weft, from the beginning of 4 — 


5 been condemned by nature and for- 
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we ſet fore-ſail and main-fail, and brought the 122 
Then we ſet the miſſen, main-top-ſail, and the : 
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cember to the beginning of May, on the 19th of 
April began to blow with much greater violence, and 
more weſterly than uſual, continuing to for twenty 
days together, during which time, we were driven a 


little to the eaſt of the Molucca iſlands, and about 


three degrees northward of the line, as our captain 
faund by an obſervation he took the 2d of May, at 


which time the wind ceaſed, and it was a perfect 
calm, whereat I was not a little rejoiced. But he, 
| being a man well experienced in the navigation of 
_ thoſe ſeas, bid us all prepare againſt a ſtorm, which 
_ accordingly 


ern wind, called the ſouthern monſoon, began to ſet in. 


happened the day following : for a ſouth- 


Finding it was like to overblow, we took in our 


ſpritſail, and ſtood by to hand the fore-fail ; but, 


waking foul weather, we looked the guns were all 
faſt, and handed the miſen. The ſhip lay very broad 
off, ſo we thought it better ſpooning before the ſea, 


than trying or hulling. We reeft the fore-fail and 


ſet him, and hawled aft the fore-ſheet; the helm 


was hard a weather. The ſhip wore bravely. We 

delayed the fore-down-hall ; but the fail was fplit, 
and we hawled down the yard, and got the fail into 
the ſhip, and unbound all the things clear of it. It 
very fierce ſtorm ; the ſea broke ftrange and 
dangerous. We hawled off upon the lanniard of the 
_ whip-ſtaff, and helped the man at the helm. We 
would not get down our N but let all ſtand, 


was a 


becauſe ſhe ſcudded before the ſea very well, and we 


ſeeing we had ſea-room. When the ſtorm was over, 


top-fail. Our courſe was eaff , the wind 


was at ſouth-weſt. We got the ftar-board tacks a- 


board, we caſt off our weather-braces and lifts; we 
ſet in the lee-braces, and hawled forward by the 


 weather-bowlings, and hawled them tight, and be- 
layed them, ard hawled over the miſſen-tack to 
windward, and kept her full and by as near as ſhe 


would lie. 
During 


——— ——jP — — —— — — — ES 


knew that, the top-maſt being aloft, the ſhip was the 
_ wholfomer, and made better way through the fea, 


— — ˙ Vp en — _ — 
z 


_ maſt diſcovered land. On the 17th, we came in full 
view of a great iſland or continent (for we knew not 
whether) on the ſouth-ſide whereof was a ſmall neck 
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During this ſtorm, which was followed by a ſtrong 
wind <ve/t-jouth-weſft, we were carried by my * 
tation abcut five hundred leagues to the eaff, fo that 


the oldeſt ſailor on board could not tell in what part | 


of the world we were. Our proviſions held out well, 
our ſhip was ſtaunch, and our crew all in 


good 
health; but we lay in the utmoſt diftreſs for water. 


We thought it beſt to hold on the fame courſe, rather a 
than turn more northerly, which might have brought 
us to the north weft parts of great Tartary, and into 


the frozen ſea. 


On the 16th day of June, 1703, a boy on the top- 


of land jutting out into the fea, and a creek too ſhal- 
law to hold a ſhip of above one huncred tons. We 
caſt anchor within a league of this creek, and our 
captain ſent a dozen of his men well armed in the 


Tong-beat, with veſſels for water, if any could be 


found. I deſired his leave to go with them, that I 


might ſee the country, and make what diſcoveries I 


could. When we came to land, we ſaw no river or 


ſpring, nor any ſign of inhabitants. Our men there- 


re wandered on the ſhore to find out ſome freſh 


water near the ſea, and I walked alone about a mile 


on the other fide, where I obſerved the ccuntry all 
barren and rocky. I now began to be weary, and 
ſeeing rothing to entertain us curioſity, I returned 
gently down towards the creek; and the fea being 


tull in my view, I faw our men already got into the 
boar, and rowing for life to the ſhip. I was going to 


hollow after them, although it had been to little pur- 


poſe, when I obſerved a huge creature walking after 


them in the fea, as faſt as he could; he waded not 
much deeper than his knees, and took prodigious 


frrides: but our men had the ſtart of him balfa 


league, ard, the fea thereabouts being full of 
pointed rocks, the monſter was not able to overtak 

the boat. This I was afterwards told, for I duſt 
rot ſtay to fee the iſſue of the adventure; but ran as 
eas I could the way I firſt went, and then climbed 


up 
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A hill, which gave me ſome proſpect of the 
2 found it fully cultivated ; but that which 
fit ſurpriſed me was the length of the graſs, which, 

in thoſe grounds that ſeemed to be kept for hay, was 
about twenty feet high. | 
I fell into a high road, for fo I took it to be, theugh 
it ſerved to the inhabitants only as a foot- path through 
a field of barley. Here I walked on for ſome tune, 
but could fee fo little on either fide, it being now 
near harveſt, and the corn riſing at leaſt tans than I 
was an hour walking to the end of this field, which 
was fenced in with a hedge of at leaſt one hundred 
and twenty feet high, and the trees fo lofty that I 
could make no computation of their altitude. There 
was 2 ſtile to paſs from this field into the next. It 
bad four ſteps, and a ſtone to croſs over when you 
came to the uppermoſt. It was impoſſible for me to 
climb this ſtile, becauſe every ſtep was fix feet high, 
and the upper ſtone above twenty. Ewas endeavour- - 
ing to find ſome gap in the hedge, when I diſcovered 
one of the inhabitants in the next feld advancing to- 
wards the ſtile, of the ſame ſize with him whomT 
faw in the ſea purſuing our boat. He appeared as 
tall as an ordinary fpire-ſteeple, and took about ten 
yards at every ſtride, as near as I could gueſs. I was 
ſtruck with the utmoſt fear and aſtoniſhment, and ran 
to hide myſelf in the corn, from whence I faw him at 
the top | the ſtile locking back into the next field on 
the right hand, and heard him call in a voice many 
degrees louder than a ſpeaking trumpet; but the 
noiſe was ſo high in the air, that at firſt I certainly 
thought it was thunder. Whereupon ſeven monſters, 
like himſelf, came towards him with reaping hooks in 
their hands, each hook about the largeneſs of fix 
feythes. Theſe people were not ſo well clad as the 
firſt, whoſe ſervants or labourers they ſeemed to be: 
for, upon ſome words he ſpoke they went to reap the 
corn in the field where I lay. I kept from them at as 
great a diſtance as I could, but was forced to move 
with extreme difficulty, for the ſtalks of the corn 
were ſometimes not above a foot diſtant, ſo that 1 
cculd hardly ſqueeze my body betwixt them. How- 
| ever 
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| _ to ſeize me? Undoubtedly philoſophers are 
in the 


ever I made a ſhift to Y forward, till I came to a 
part of the field where the corn had been laid by the 
rain and wind. Here it was impoſlible for me to ad- 
vance a ſtep; for the ſtalks were fo interwoven that 


I could not creep through, and the beards of the 


fallen ears ſo ſtrong and pointed, that they pierced | 
through my cloaths into my fleſh. At the time 
1 heard the reapers not above an hundred yards be- 

hind me. Being quite difpirited with tcil, and wholly 


overcome by grief and — 2 Llay down between 
two ridges, and heartily withed I might there end my 
days. I bemoaned my defolate widow, and father. 


leis chileren. I lamented my own folly and wilful- 
neſs in attempting a ſecord voyage againſt the advice 
of all my friends and relaticns. In this terrible A 1 
tation of mind I could oe Non GE of Lilli 
put, whoſe inhabitants locked upon me as the you 
rid : where 1 


_ eſt prodigy that ever appeared in the wo 


was able to draw an imperial fleet in my band, and 
erform thoſe other actions which will be recorded 
ever in the chronicles of that empire, while poſte- 


_ rity ſhall bardly believe them, although atteſted 
millions. I reflected what a mortification it 


prove to me to appear as inconſiderable in this nation, 


as one fingle Lilliputian would be among us. 


this I conceived was to be the leaſt of my misfortunes: 

for, as human creatures are obſerved to be more ſa- 
vage and cruel in proportion to their bulk, what 
could I expect but to be a morſel in the mouth of the 
firſt among theſe enormous barbarians, that ſhould 


right when they tell us, that nothing is great 
or little otherwiſe than by compariſon. It might have 


pleaſed fortune to have let the Lilliputians find ſome 


ration, where the 2 were as diminutive with re- 
ſpect to them, as they were to me. And who knows 


but that even this prodigious race of mortals might be 


equally overmatched in ſome diſtant part of the world, 
whereof we have yet no diſcovery. | | | 
Scared and confounded as I was, I could not ſor- 
bear going on with theſe reflections, when one of the 
reapeis, approaching within ten yards of the 2 
| Where 
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where I lay, made me apprehend that with the next 
ſtep L ſhould be ſquaſhed to death under his foot, or 
cut in two with his reaping-hook. And therefore, 
when he was again about to move, I ſcreamed as 
loud as fear could make me. Whereupon the huge 
creature trod ſhort, and, looking round about under 
him for ſome time, at laſt "__ me as I lay on the 
ground. He conſidered a while with the caution of 
one who endeavours to lay hold on a fmall dangerous 
animal, in ſuch a manner that it ſhall not be able 
either to ſcratch or to bite him, asI myſelf have ſome- 
times done with a weaſel in England. At — 4 he 
ventured to take me up behind by the middle be- 
tween his fore-finger ard thumb, and brought me 
within three yards of his eyes, that he mizht behold 
my ſhape more perfectly. I gueſſed his meaning, and 
my gocd fortune gave me fo much prefence of mind, 
that I refclved not to ſtruggle in the leaſt, as he held 
me in the air above fixty feet from the ground, al- 
though he grievcuſly pinched my fides, for fear 1 
ſhould flip through his fingers. All F ventured was to 
raiſe mine eyes towards the ſun, and yur my hands 
together in a ſupplicating poſture, and to ſpeak ſome 
words in an humble melancholy tone, ſuitable to the 


condition I then was in. For I apprehended every 
mement that he would daſh me againſt the ground, 
as ye uſually do any little hateful animal, which we 
| have a mind to deſtroy. * But my good ftar would 
have it, that he appeared * with my voice and 
geſtures, and began to lock upon me as a curioſity, 
much wondering to hear me pronounce articulate 
words, although he could not underſtand them. In 
the mean time I was not able to forbear groaning and 
ſhedding tears, and turning my head towards my 
fides ; letting him know, as well as I could, how 
cruelly I was kurt by the preſſure of his thumb and 
Our inattention to the felicity of ſenſitive beings merely be- 
_ cauſe they are ſmall, is here forcibly reproved: many have wan- 
tonly cruſhed an inſect, who would ſhudder at cutting the throat of 
2 dog; but it ſhould always be remembered, that the leaſt of theſe: 


In mortal ſuffer eels a pang as 
. 


——G— eo — 
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finger. He ſeemed to 


into it, and immediately ran along with me to his 


maſter, who was a ſubſtantial farmer, and the fame 
perſon I had firſt ſeen in the field. 


The farmer having (as I ſuppoſe by their talk) re- 
ceived ſuch an account of me as his ſervant could give 
him, took a piece of a ſmall ſtraw, about the ſize of 
a walking-ftaff, and therewith lifted up the lappets 


of my coat; which it ſeems he thought to be ſome” 


kind of covering that nature had given me. He blew 


my hairs aſide to take a better view of my face. He 


called his binds about him, and aſked them (as I af- 
terwards learned) whether they had ever ſeen in the 
fields any little creature that reſembled me : he then 
placed me ſoftly on the ground upon all four, but 1 
got immediately up, and walked ſlowly backwards 
and forwards to let thoſe people ſee J had no intent 


to run away. They all fat down in a circle about me 


the better to obſerve wy motions. I puiled off my 
hat, and made a low bow towards the farmer. I fell 


on my knees, and lifted up my hands and eyes, and 


ſpoke ſeveral words as loud as I could: I tock a purſe 
of gold cut of my pocket, and humbly preſented it 
ro him. He received it on the palm of his hand, 
then br | nn it cloſe to his eye to ſee what it was, 
and afterwards turned it ſeveral times with the point 
of a pin (which he took out of his ſleeve) but cculd 


make nothing of it. Whereupon I made a fign that 


he ſhould place his hand on the greund. I then took 
the purſe, and opening it, poured all the gold into 
his palm. There were fix Spaniſh pieces of four piſ- 
toles each, beſides twenty or thirty ſmaller coins. I 
ſaw him wet the tip of his little finger upon his tongue, 
and take up one of wy largeſt pieces, and then ano- 
ther, but he ſeemed to be wholly ignorant what they 
were. He made me a ſign to put them again into my 


_ purſe, and the purſe again into my pocket, which, 


_ offcring it to bim feveral times, I thought it beſt 
to do. 


The farmer by this time was convinced I muſt be 2 
ratioral creature. He ſpoke often to me, but — 
ſoun 


hend my meaning; for, 
lifting up the lappet of his coat, he put me gently 


Pa nR 
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ſound of his voice pierced my ears like that of a wa- 
ter- mill, yet his words were articulate enough. I an- 
ſwered as loud as I could in feveral languages, and he 


often laid his ear within two yards of me; but all in 


vain, for we were wholly unintelligible to each other. 


Fe then ſent his ſervants to their work, and, 


his handkerchief out of his pocket, he doubled and 


fpread it on his left hand, wh he placed flat on the 


ground with the palm upwards, making me a fign to 


ſtep into it, as I could eaſily do, for it was not above 


a foot in thickneſs. I thought it my part to obey, 


and, for fear of falling, laid myſelf at fuil length 
upon the handkerchief, with the remainder of which 


he lapped me up to the head for farther fecurity, and 
in this manner carried me home to his houſe. There 
he called his wife, and ſhewed me to her; but ſhe 
ſcreamed and ran back, as women in England do at 


the ſight of a toad or a ſpider. However, when ſhe 
had a while ſeen my behaviour, and how well I ob- 
ſerved the figns her huſband made, the was ſoon re- 
conciled, and by degrees grew extremely tender of me. 


It was about twelve at noon, and a ſervant brought 


in dinner. It was only one ſubſtantial diſh of meat 


(fit for the plain condition of an huſbandman) in a 
diſh of about four and twenty feet diameter. The 
company were the farmer and his wife, three child- 
ren and an c!d grandmother : when they were fat 
down, the farmer placed me nt fome diftance from 
him on the table, which was thirty feet high from the 


floor. I was in a terrible fright, and kept as far as I 


could from the edge for fear of failing. The wife 
minced a bit of meat, then crumbled ſame bread on 
2 trencker, and placed it before me. I made her a 
low bow, took out my knife and fork, and fell to eat, 


Which gave them exceecing delight. The miſtreſs 
ſent her maid for a ſmall dram-cup, which held a- 
bout two gallons, ard filled it with drink; I took up 
the veſſel with much difficulty in beth hands, and in 


a moſt re ſpectſul manner drank to her lady ſlip's 


health, expreſſing the words zs loud as I could in 


Engliſh, which made the company laugh fo heartily, 
that T was almoſt deafened with the noife. This li- 
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quor taſted like a ſmall cyder, and was not unplea- 
fant. Then the maſter made me a fign to come to 
bis trencher-ſide; but as I walked on the table, be- 
ing in great furprize all the time, as the indulgent 
reader will eafily conceive and excuſe. I happened to 
tumble againft a cruſt, and fell flat on my face, but 
received no hurt. I got up immediately, and obſerv- 
ing the good people to be in much concern, I took my 
kat (which I held under my arm out of good man- 
ners) and, waving it over my head, made three huz- 
2as, to ſhew I had got no miſchief by my fall. But 
advancing forwards toward my maſter (as I ſhall 
henceforth call him) his youngeſt ſon who far next 
bim, an arch boy of about ten years old, took me 


up by the legs, ard held me fo high in the air, that 


I trembled every limb ; but his father ſnatched me 
from him, and at the ſame time gave him ſuch a box 
on the left ear, as would have felled an European 


trocp of herſe to the earth, ordering him to be taken 


from the table : But being afraid the boy _— owe 
me a ſpight, ard well remembering how miſchievous 


all children among us naturally are to ſparrows, rab- 
bits, young kittens, and — I fell on my 


knees, ard pointing to the boy made my maſter to un- 
c erſtand, as well as I could, that I defired his fon 
might be pardoned. The father complied, and the 
lad took his feat again; whereupon I went to him and 
kiſſed his bar d, which my maſter tock, and made 
him ftroak me gently with it. 

In tte midſt of dinner, my miſtreſs's favourite cat 
leapt ix to her lap. I heard a noiſe behind me like 
hat of a dozen ſtocking-weavers at work; ard, turn- 
102 my head, I found it proceeded from the purring 

of that animal, who ſeemed to be three times larger 
than an ox, as I computed by the view of her head, 
and one of her paws, while her miſtreſs was feeding 
and ftroaking her. The fierceneſs of this creature's 
ccuntenarce altogether diſcempoſed me; though 1 
ſtood at the further end of the table, above fifty feet 
cif; and altkcugh my miſtreſs held her feſt, for fear 
the might give a ſpring, and ſeize me in ker talons. 

Cut it happered ove was no danger; fer the - 
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nientiy to give ſuck, and 
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took not the leaſt notice of me, when my maſter placed 
me within three yards of her. And as I have been 
always told, and found true by experience in my tra- 
vels, that flying or diſcovering fear before a fierce 
animal is a certain way to make it purſue or attack 
you, fo I reſolved in this dangerous juncture to ſhew 
no manner of concern. I walked with intrepidity 


| five or fix times before the very head of the cat, and 
came within half a yard of her; whereupon ſhe 


drew herſelf back, as if ſhe were more afraid of me: 
T had lets appreher ſion concerning the dogs, whereof 
three or four came into the room, as it is uſual in 
farmers houſes; one of which was a maſtiff equal in 


bulk to four elepbants, and a greyhound ſome what 
_ taller than the maſtiff, but not ſo large. 


When dinner was almoſt done, the nurſe came in 
with a child of a year old in her arms, who immedi- 


ately ſpied me, and began a ſquall, that you might 


have heard frem London-bridge to Chelſea, after the 


_ uſual oratory of infants to get me for a play-thing. 
The mother out of pure indulgence tock me up, and 
put me towards the child, who preſently ſeized me 

dy the middle, and got my head into his mouth, 


where I roared fo lcud that the urchin was frighted, 


ard let me drop, and | ſhould infallibly have breke 
my neck, if the mother had not held her apron under 


me. The nurſe to quiet her babe made uie of a rat- 


le, which was a kind of hollow veſſel filled with 


great ſtores, and faſtened by a cable to the child's 
waiſt: but all in vain, ſo that ſhe was forced to ap- 
p'y the laſt remedy by giving it ſuck. I muſt confeſs 
no object ever diſguſted me fo much as the fight of 
her monſtrous breaft, which I cannot tell what to 
compare with, ſo as to give the curious reader an 
idea of its bulk, ſhape, ard cclcur. It ſtood promi- 


nent fix feet, and ccuid not be leſs than fixteen in 


circumference. The nipple was about half the big- 
neſs of my head, and the hue both of that and the 
dug fo varified with ſpots, pimples, and freckles, that 
nothing could appear more nauſeous: for I had a 
near ſight of her, ſhe _ down the mcre conve- 

1 ſtanding on the table. 
3 This 
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This made me reflect upon the fair ſkins of our Eng- 
liſh ladies, who fo beautiful to us, only be- 
cauſe they are of our own fize, and their defects not 
to be ſeen but through a magnifying-glafs, where we 


find by experiment, that the ſmootheſt and whiteſt 


ſkins look rough and coarſe, and 1il|-coloured. 


Irxremember, when I was at Lilliput, the complex- 
ions of thoſe diminutive people appeared to me the 


faireſt in the world ; ard talking upon this ſubje& 


with a perſon of learning there, who was an intimate 


friend of mine, he faid that my face appeared much 
fairer and ſmoother when he looked on me from the 
ound, than it did upon a nearer view when I took 
im up in my hand and brought him cloſe, which he 


_ confeſſed was at firſt a very thocking fight. He faid 
he could diſcover great holes in my ſkin ; that the 


ſtumps of my beard were ten times ſtronger than the 
briſties of a boar, and my complexion made up of ſe- 
veral colours altogether difagree2ble : although I 
muſt beg leave to tay for myfelf, that I am as fair as 


moſt of my ſex and country, and very little ſun- 
burnt by all my travels. On the other fide, diſcour- 
ſing of the ladies in that Emperor's court, he uſed to 


tell me, one had freckles, another too wide a mouth, 


a third too large a noſe, nothing of which I was able 
to diſtinguiſh. I confeſs this reflection was obvious 


enough ; which however I could not forbear, left the 


reader might thirk thoſe vaſt creatures were actually 


defcrmed : for I muſt do them juſtice to ſay, they are 


a comely race of people; and particularly the fea- 
tures of my maſter's countenance ; although ke were 


but a farmer, when I beheld bim from the height of 
ſixty feet, appeared very well proportioned. 
When dinner was done, my maſter went out to Bis 


| labeurers, ard, as I could diſcover by his vcoice and 


geſture, gave bis wife a ſtrict charge to take care of 
me. I was very much tired, and diſpoſed to fleep, 
which my miſtreſs perceiving, ſhe put me on her own 


bed, and covered me with a clean white handker- 


chief, but larger ard coverſer than the main-fail of 


1 flcpt 


a man of war. Ds 


2592 


1 2.5 
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I flept about two hours, and dreamed I was at 
home with my wife and children, which aggravated 
my ſorrows when I awaked, and found myſelf alone 
in a vaſt room, between two and three hundred feet 
vide, and above two hundred * 4 lying in a bed 
twenty yards wide. My miſtreſs was gone about 

her houſhold affairs, and had locked me in. The bed 
was eight yards from the floor. Some natural ne- 
ceſſities required me to get down ; I durſt not pre- 
ſume to call, and, if I had, it would have been in 
vain with ſuch a voice as mine, at ſo great a diſtance 
as from the room where I lay, to the kitchen where 
the family kept. While I was under theſe circum- 
ſtances, two rats crept up the curtains, and ran 
ſmelling backwards and forwards on the bed. One 
of them came up almeſt to my face, whereupen I roſe 
in a fright, and drew out my hanger to defend mytelf. 
Theſe horrible arimals had the boldneſs to attack me 
on both fides, ard ore of them held bis fore-feet at 
my collar; but I had the good fortune to rip up his 


| belly, before he cculd do me any miſchief. He fell 


down at my feet, and the other ſeeing the fate of his 
comrade made his eſcape, but not without one good 
wound on the back, which I gave him as he fled, 
ard made the blocd run trickling from him. After 
this exploit I walked gently to and fro on the bed 
to recover my breath, and lofs of fpiritss Theſe 
creatures were of the ſize of a large maſtiff, but 
infinitely more nimble and fierce, fo that, if I had 
taken off my belt befere T went to ſleep, I muſt have 
infallibly been torn to picces and Cevoured. I mea- 
ſured the tail of the dead rat, ard found it to be two 
yards long, wanting an inch; but it went againſt 
my ſt:>mach ro drag the carcaſe off the bed, where 
it lay ſtill bleeding: F obſerved it had yet ſome life, 
but, with ax ſtrar g laſh crois the neck, I thoroughly 
Wipatcked it. | | je 
Sdon after my miſtreſs came into the room, who ſee- 
ing me all bloody ran and tock me up in her hand. I 
pointed to the dead rat, ſmiling and making other 
fizns to ſhew I was not hurt, whercat ſhe was ex- 
tremely rejoiced, calling the waid to take up os 

dead 
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dead rat with a pair of tongs, and throw it out of the 
window. Then ſhe ſet me on a table, where 1 
ſhewed her my hanger all bloody, and, wiping it on 


the lappet of my coat, returned it to the ſcabbard. 


I was prefſed to do more than one thing, which ano- 
ther could not do for me, and therefore endeavoured to 
make my miſtreſs underſtand that I deſired to be ſet 
down on the floor ; which after ſhe had done, my 
baſhfulneſs would not ſuffer me to expreſs myſelf 
farther, than in pointing to the door, and bowing 
ſeveral times. e good woman, with much difh- 
culty, at laſt perceived what I would be at, and taking 


me up again in her hand, walked into the garden, 


where ſhe ſet me down. I went on one fide about 


two hundred yards, and beckoning to her not to + 


look or to follow me, I hid myſelf between two leaves 
of ſorrel, and there diſcharged the neceſſities of 
nature. | | 

I hope the gentle reader will excuſe me for dwelling 


on theſe and the like particulars, which, however in- 
ſignificant they may _ to grovelling vulgar minds, 


yet will certainly help a philoſopher to enlarge his 


. and imagination, and apply them to the 
dene 


t of public as well as private life, which was ny 
ſole deſign in preſenting this and other accounts 
of my travels to the world; wherein I have been 
chiefly ſtudicus of truth, without affecting any orna- 


ments of learning or of ſtyle. But the whole fcene of 


this voyage made fo ſtrong an impreſſion on my mind, 


and is fo deeply fixed in my memory, that in commit- 
ting it to paper I did not omit one material circum- 


ce: however, upon a ſtrict review, I blotted out 


ſeveral ges of leſs moment which were in my firſt 
copy, for fear of being cenſured as tedious and 


trifling, whereof travellcrs are often, perhaps not 
_ without juftice, accuſed. 


CHAP. 


Chap. II. A Voyacr To BUZOI DIL SAA. gi 
CHAP. IL 


ried to a market-town, and then to the metropolis. The 


M Y miſtreſs had a daughter of nine years old, 


a child of towardly parts for her age, very 
dextelous at ber needle, and ſkilful in dreſſing her ba- 
. Her mother and ſhe contrived to fit up the 
baby's cradle for me againſt night: the cradle was 
put into a ſmall drawer of a cabinet, and the drawer 
* upon a hanging ſhelf for fear of the rats. 

is was my bed all the time I ſtayed with thoſe peo- 
„though made more convenient by degrees, as I 
an to learn their git ws and make my wants 


known. This young girl was ſo handy, that, after 
I had once or twice pulled off my cloaths before her, 
ſhe was able to dreſs and undreſs me, though I never 

gave her that trouble, when ſhe would let me do 


either myſelf. She made me ſeven ſhirts, and ſome 


other linen, of as fine cloth as could be „Which 


indeed was coarſer than ſackcloth; theſe ſhe 


conſtantly waſhed for me with her own hands. She 


was likewife my ſchool-miſtreſs to teach me the lan- 
guage: when I pointed to any thing, ſhe told me the 


name of it in her own tongue, ſo that in a few 


days I was able to call for whatever | had a mind to. 


She was very good-natured, and not above forty feet 
high, 1 fer her age. She gave me the name 
cf Grildrig, which the family ms up, and after- 
wards the whole kingdom. The werd imports what 
the Latins call nanunculus. The Italians homuncele- 
tino, and the Engliſh mannilin. To her I chiefly owe 


my preſervation in that country : we never parted 


while I was there; I called her my Glumdalclitch, or 
little nurſe ; and ſhculd be guilty of great ingrati- 
tude, if I omitted this honourable mention of her 
care and affection towards me, which I heartily with 


it lay in my power to requite as ſhe deſerves, inſtead 


of being the innocent, but unhappy inſtrument of her 
diſgrace, as I have too much reaſon to fear. , 
| | t 
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It now began to be known and taiked of in the 
neighbourhocd, that my maſter had found a ſtrange 
animal in the field, about the bigneſs of a ſplacknuch, 
but exactly ſhaped in every part like a human crea- 
ture; which it likewife imitated in all its actions; 
ſeemed to ſpeak in a little language of its own, had 
already learned ſeveral words of theirs, went erect 
upon two legs, was tame ard gentle, would come 
when it was called, do whatever it was bid, had the 


fineſt limbs in the world, and a complexion fairer 


than a nobleman's daughter of three years old. 
Another farmer, who lived hard by, ard was a 


particular friend of my maſter, came on a viſit on 


>ſe to enquire into the truth of this ſtory. I was 
immediately produced, and placed upon a table, 
where I wa!ked as F was commanded, drew my hanger, 
put it vp again, made my reverence to my maſter's 
gueſt, 1 bim in his own language how he did, 
and told him ke was welcome, juſt as my little nurſe 
bad inſtructed me. This man, who was old and 


dim: ſighted, put on his ſpectacles to behold me better, 
at which I could not forbear laughing very heartily, 


for his eyes appeared like the full moon ſhining into a 
chamber at two windows. Our people, who diſco- 


vered the cauſe of my mirth, hore me company in 
laughing, at which the old fellow was fool enough to 


be angry and out of countenance. He had the cha- 
racter of a great miſer, and, to my misfortune, he 
well deſerved it by the curſed advice he gave my 


maſter, to ſhew me as a fight upon a market day in 
the next town, which was half an hour's riding. 


about two and twenty miles from our houſe. I 


gueſſed there was ſome miſchief contriving, when I. 


obſerved my maſter and his friend whiſpering long to- 
gether, ſometimes pointing at me; and my fears 
made me fancy that I overheard and underſtocd 
ſome of their words. But the next morning Glum- 
dalclitch, my little nurſe, told me the Whole matter, 
which ſhe had curningly picked out from her mother. 
The poor girl laid me on — boſom, and fell a weep- 
ing with ſhame and grief. She apprehended ſome 
miſchief would kappen to me from rude vulgar olds, 
vw 
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who might ſqueeze me to death, or break one of wy 
limbs by taking me in their hands. She had alſo ob- 
ſerved how nicdeft I was in wy nature, how nicely 
I regarded my konuur, and what an indignity I 
ſhould conceive it to be expoſed for money as a pub- 
lic ſpectacle to the meaneſt of the pun She faid, 
her papa and mamma had promiſed that Grildrig ſhould 
be hers, but now the found they meant to ſerve her 
as they did laſt year, when they pretended to give 
her 41 Sg and yet, as ſoon as it was fat, fold it to 


a butcher. For my own part, I may truly affirm, 
that I was leſs concerned than my nurſe. I had a 
ſtrong hepe, which rever left me, that I ſhould one 
day recover my liberty; and as to the ignomiry of 
| being carried about fer a monſter, I confidered my- 


ſelf to be a perfect ftranger in the country, and that 
ſuch a misfortune couid never be charged upon me as 
2 reproach, if ever I ſhould return 2 ; fince 
the King of Great-Britain bimſelf, in my condition, 
muſt have undergone the f:me diſtreſs. 

My maſter, purfuant to the advice of his friend, 
carried me in a box the next market-day to the neigh- 
bouring town, and took along with him his little 


daughter, my nurſe, upon a pillion behind him. The 
| box was cloſe on every fide, with a little door for me 
to go in and out, and a few gimlet-holes to let in air. 
The girl had been fo careful as to put the quilt of 


her baby's bed into it for me to lie down on. How- 


ever I was terribly thaken and diſcompoſed in this 
Jourrey, though it were but of half an hour. For 
the horſe went about forty feet at every ſtep, and 


trotted fo high, that the agitation was equal to the 


riſing and falling of a ſhipin a great ſtorm, but much 
more frequent: our journey was ſomewhat farther 
than from London to St. Alban's. My maſter alight- 


ed at an inn which he uſed to frequent ; and after 
conſuliing a while with the inn-keeper, and making 
ſome neceſſary preparations, he hired the | yy or 


crier to give notice through the town of a ſtrange 


creature to be ſeen at the ſign of the Green Eagle, 
not fo big as a ſplacknuck (an animal in that country 
very finely ſhaped, about fix feet long) and in every 

« | part 


CS | f 1 3 
was placed upon a table in the largeſt room in the 


were ready to break down the doors to come in. 
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ſeveral words, and perform an hundred divert- 


inn, which might be near three hundred feet ſquare. 


My little nurſe ſtood on a low ſtool cloſe to the table 


to take care of me, and dire& what I ſhould do. My 
maſter, to avoid a croud, would ſuffer only thirty 


guage 


turned about ſeveral times to the company, paid my 
humble reſpects, ſaid they were welcome, and uſed 
fome other ſpeeches I had been taught. I took up a 


_ thimble filled with liquor, which Glumdalclitch had 


given me for a cup, and drark their health. I drew 
out my hanger, ard flouriſhed with it after the man- 
ner of fencers in England. My nurſe gave me part 
of a ſtraw, which I exerciſed as a pike, having learn- 


ed the art in my youth. I was that day ſhewn to 


twelve ſetts of company, and as often forced to act 
over again the fame fopperies, till I was half dead 
with wearineſs and vexation. For thoſe who had ſeen 
me made fuch wonderful reports, tiat the * 

y 
maſter, for his own intereſt, would not ſuffer any one 
to touch me except my nurſe ; and to prevent danger, 


| benches were fet round the table at ſuch a diſtance as 


to put me out of every body's reach. However, an 
unlucky ſchool-boy aimed a hazel-nut directly at my 


| head, which very narrowly miffed me; otherwiſe, it 


came with ſo much violence, that it would have in- 
fallibly knocked out my brains, for it was almoſt as 
large as a finall pumpion : but I had the ſatisfaction 


to fee the young rogue well beaten, and turned out 


of the room. 


My maſter gave public notice, that he would ſhew 


me again the next market-day, and in the mean time 
he ah pace a more convenient vehicle for me, which 
he had reaſon enough to do; for I was fo tired with 


my firſt journey, and with entertaining company for 


eight 


part of the body reſembling an human creature, could 


people at a time to fee me. I walked about on the 
table as the girl commanded : ihe aſked me 2 | 
as far as ſhe my underſtanding of the 

reached, and I anſwered them as loud as I could. I 
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came to ſee me at my maſter's own 
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eight hours together, that I could hardly ſtand upon 


my legs, or ſpeak a word. It was at leaſt three da 

before I recovered my ftrength ; and that I might 
have no reſt at home, all the neighbouring gentlemen 
from an hundred miles round, hearing of my fame, 
. There 
could not be fewer than thirty perſons with their 
wives and children (for the country is very populous;) 
and my maſter demanded the rate of a full room 
whenever he ſhewed me at home, although it were 
only to a fingle family: fo that for ſome time I had 


| but little eate every day of the week (except Wed- 


neſday, which is their ſabbath) although I were not 


carried to the town. 


My maſter, finding how profitable I was like to be, 


_ reſolved to carry me to the moſt confiderable cities of 


the kingdom. Having therefore provided himſelf 
with all things neceſſary for a long journey, and ſet- 
tled his affairs at home, he tock leave of his wife, 
and upon the 17th of Auguft 1703, about two months 
after my arrival, we fet out for the metropolis, fitu- 
ated near the middle of that empire, and about three 
thouſand miles diſtance from our houſe : my maſter 
made his daughter Glumdalclitch ride behind him. 
Sbe carried me on her lap in a box tied about her 
waiſt. The girl had lined it on all fides with the 
ſofteſt cloth ſhe could get, well quilted underneath, 
furniſhed it with ber baby's bed, provided me with 
linen and other neceſſaries, and made every thing as 


convenient as ſhe could. We had no other company 


but a boy of the houſe, who rode after us with the 
luggage. + 
My maſter's deſign was to ſhew me in all the towns 


by the way, and to ſtep out of the road for fifty or an 


hundred miles, to any village, or perſon of quality's 
houſe, where he might expect cuſtom. We made 
eaſy journies of rot above — or eight ſcore miles 
a day: for Glumdalclitch, on purpoſe to ſpare me, 
complained ſhe was tired with the trotting of the 
horſe. She often took me out of my box at my own 
defire to give me air, and ſhew me the country, but 

fled 


always held me faft by a leading-ftring. We paſſe 


over 
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over five or fix rivers many degrees broader and 


deeper than the Nile, or the Ganges ; and there was 
hardly a rivulet fo ſmall as the Thames at London- 
bridge. We were ten weeks in our journey, and I 


was ſhewn in eighteen large towns, beſides many 


villages and private families. 93 85 
On the 26th day of October, we arrived at the me- 
tropolis, called in their language Lorbiulgrud, or 


Pride of the Univerſe. My maſter took a lodging in 


the principal ſtreet of the city not far from the royal 


palace, and put out bills in the uſual form, contain- 
ing an exact deſcription of my perſon and parts. He 

hired a large room between three and four hundred 
feet wide. He provided a table ſixty feet in diame- 


ter, upon which I was to act my part, and palliſadoed 
it round three feet from the edge, and as many high, 


to prevent my falling over. I was ſhewn ten times a 


day, to the wonder and ſatisfaction of all people. I 
could now ſpeak the language tolerably well, and 


perfectly underſtood every word that was ſpoken to : 
; pert Befides, I had learned their alphabet, and could 
make a ſhift to explain a ſentence here and there; 


for Glumdalclitch had been my inſtructor while we 
were at home, ard at leifure hcurs during our jour- 
ney. She carried a little book in her pocket, not 


much larger than a Sanſon's Atlas; it was a common 


treatiſe for the uſe of young girls, giving a ſhort ac- 


count of their religion; out of this the taught me my 


letters, and inierpreted the words. 


CHAP. Wm 


The author ſent for ts court The queen buys him of his 
e 


maſter the fur mer, and preſents lim to the king. He dif- 
putes with bis Majeſty's great ſcholars. An apartment 
at court provided for the authar. He is in high favour 
avith the queen. He flands up for the honour of tis own 
country. His quarrels with the queen's dwarf. 


7 HE frequent labcurs I underwent every day, 
made in a few weeks a very conſiderable change 

in my health: the more my maſter got by me, the 

| more 
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more inſatiable he grew. I had quite loſt my ſtomach, 
and was almoſt reduced to a ſkeleton. The farmer 


| obſerved it, and, concluding I muſt ſoon die, refolved 


to make as good a hand of me as he could. While 
he was thus reaſoning and reſelving with himſelf, a 
fardral, or gentleman-uſher, came from court, com- 
manding my maſter to carry me immediately thither for 
the diverſion of the queen and her ladies. Some of the 
latter had already been to ſee me, and reported ſtrange 
things of my beauty, behaviour, and good ſenſe. 


Her Majeſty, and thoſe who attended her, were be- 


yond meaſure delighted with my demeanour. I fell 
on my knees, and begged the honour of kiſſing her 
imperial foot; but this gracious princeſs held out her 
little finger towards me (after I was ſet on a table) 


which I embraced in both my arms, and put the tip 


of it with the utmoſt reſpect to my lip. She made me 
ſome general queſtions about my country, and my 
travels, which I anſwered as diſtinctly, and in as few 
words as I could. She aſked, whether I would be 
content to live at court. I bowed down to the board 
of the table, and humbly anſwered that I was my 
maſter's ſlave ; but if I were at my own diſpoſal, I 


| ſhould be proud to de vote my life to her Majeſty's ſer- 
vice. She then aſked my maſter, whether he were 
willing to ſell me at a good price. He, who appre- 


hended I could not live a month, was ready enough 


to part with me, and demanded a thoufand pieces of 
gold, which were ordered him on the fpot, each piece 
being abort the bigneſs of eight hundred moyderes ; 


but, allowing for the proportion of all tlings between 
that country and Eurcpe, and the high price of gold 
among them, was hardly fo great a ſum as a thou- 
ſand guineas would be in England. I then faid to the 
queen, fi:ce I was ncw her Majcſty's mot humble 
creature and vaſſal, I muſt beg the favour, that 
Glumdalclitch, who had always terded me with fo 
much care and kindneſs, and underſtood to do it fo 
well, wight be admitted into her fervice, and conti- 


nue to be my nurſe and inſtructor. Her Majeſty agreed 


to my petition, and eaſily got the farmer's conſent, 


who was glad enough to have his daughter preferred 


at 


1 
1 
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at court, and the poor girl herſelf was not able to 
hide her joy : my late maſter withdrew, bidding me 
farewel, and ſaying he had left me in a good ſervice, 


to which I replied not a word, only making him a 


flight bow. | 


farmer was gone 


out of the apartment, aſked me the 


reaſon. I made bold to tell her Majeſty, that I owed 


no other obligation to my late maſter, than his not 
daſhing out the brains of a poor barmleſs creature 


found by chance in his field ; which cbligation was 


amply recompenſed by the gain he had made in ſhew- 


Ing me through half the kingdom, and the price he had 
now fold me for. That the life I had fince led, was 
laborious enough to kill an animal of ten times my 
ſtrength. That my health was much impaired by the 


contirual druggery 


of entertaining the rabble every 


e Queen obſerved my coldneſs, and, when the 


hour of the day, and that, if my maſter had not 


thought my life in danger, her Majeſty would not 


have got fo cheap a bargain. But as I was out of all 
fear of being ill treated under the protection of ſo 


out and good an Empreſs, the ornament of nature, 
e 


darling of the world, the delight of her ſubjects, 
phœnix of the creation; ſo, 1 boped my late maſ- 


the 
ter's a 


of her moſt auguſt preſence. 


This was the ſum of my ſpeech, delivered with great 


rieties and heſitation; the latter part was al- 


whereof I learned ſome phraſes from Glumdalclitch, 
while ſhe was carrying me to court. 
| The queen, giving great allowance for my defec- 
tiveneſs in ſpeaking, was however ſurpriſed at ſo much 
wit and good ſenſe in fo diminutive an animal. She 
took me in her own hand, and carried me to the king, 
who was then retired to his cabinet. His Majeſty, 2 
prince of much gravity and auftere countenance, not 
well obſerving my ſhape at firſt view, aſked the queen 
after a cold manner, how long it was ſince ſhe grew 
fond of a ſplacknuck ; for ſuch it ſeems he took me to 
de, as I lay upon my breaſt in her Majeſty's right 


pprehenſions would appear to be groundleſs, for 
I already found my ſpirits to revive by the influence 


together framed in the ſtyle peculiar to that e, 
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manner I came into his kingdom, 


that I could not be pr 
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princeſs, who hath an infinite deal of wit 


conceived I might be 
is in that country ar- 


4 He was by no 
gave him of the 
t thought it a 


ſtory concerted between Glumdalclitch and her 


o 


different opinions concerning me. They all agreed, 


Vor. IV. 
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many learned ments, to evince that I could not 
do . One of theſe virtuoſi ſeemed to think 
that I might be an 12 or abortive birth. But 
this opinion was rejected by the other two, who ob- 
— my limbs to be perfect and finiſhed, and that 
I had lived ſeveral years, as it was manifeſt from my 
beard, the z whereof they plainly diſcovered 
through a magnifying-glaſs. They would not allow 
me to be a dwarf, becauſe my litt was beyond 
all ees of compariſcn ; for the queen's favourite 
dw 
near thirty feet high. After much debate they con- 
cluded unanimouſly, that I was only relplum ſcalcath, 
which is interpreted literally luſus nature ; a determi- 


nation exactly agreeable to the modern philoſophy of 
Europe, whoſe profeſſers diſdaining the old evaſion of 


occult cauſes, whereby the followers of Ariſtotle endea- 
voured in vain to diſguiſe their igrorance, have in- | 
vented this wonderful ſolution of all difficulties, to the * 
unſpeakable advancement of human knowledge. 
 Afﬀeer this deciſive concluſion I entreated to be heard 
a word or two. I applied myſelf to the king, and af- 
ſured his Majeſty that I came from a country, which 
abounded with ſeveral millions of both ſexes and of 
my own ſtature; where the animals, trees, and houſes 
were all in proportion, and where by conſequence I 
might be as able to defend myſelf, and to find ſuſte- 
nance, as any of his Majefty's ſubjects could do here; 
which I took for a full anfwer to thoſe gentlemen's 
arguments. To this they only replied with a ſmile 
of contempt, ſaying, that the farmer had inſtructed 
me very well in my leſſon“ . The king who had a 
much better underſtanding, diſmiſſing his learned men, 
ſent for the farmer, who by good fortune was net yet 


gone 
® By this reaſoning the author probably intended to ridicule the 
ride of thoſe philoſophers, who have thought tit to arraign the wiſ- 
dam of Providence in the creation and ament of the world; 
whoſe cavils are ſpecious, like thoſe of the Brobdingnagian ſages, 
only in r to whom they are pro- 
2 kef. | 
This — > levelled againſt all, who reject thoſe facts for 
which they cannot perfectly account, notwithſtanding the abſurdity 
of reje d int the teſtimony by which they are ſupported. Hawke | 


the ſmalleſt ever known in that kingdom, was 
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ties, undertook to make me two'chairs, with backs 
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gone out of town; having therefore firſt examined him 
privately, and ed him with me and the 


and was of opinion, 
continue in her office 


convenient apartment was provided for her at court: 
ſhe had a fort of governeſs appointed to take care of 
her education, a maid to dreſs her, and two other 
ſervants for menial offices ; but the care of me was 
iated to herſelf. The queen com- 
manded her own cabinet-maker to contrive a box, 
that might ſerve me for a bed-chamber, after the 
model that Glumdalclitch and I ſhould agree upon. 


This man was a moſt ingenious artift, and, 
to my directions, in three weeks finiſhed for me a 


wooden chamber of fixteen feet ſquare, and twelve 
high, with faſh-windows, a door, and two cloſets, 
like a London bed-chamber. The board, that made 

the cieling, was to be lifted up. and down by two 
hinges to put in a bed ready furniſhed by her Ma- 
jeſty's upholſterer, which Glumdalclitch took out 
every day to air, made it with her own hands, and 
letting it down at night, locked up the roof over me. 
A nice workman, who was famous for little curioſi- 


and frames, of a ſubſtance not unlike ivory, and two 
tables, with a cabinet, to put my things in. The 
room was quilted on all fides, as well as the floor and 


the cieling, to prevent any accident from the careleſs- 
neſs of thoſe who carried me, and to break the force 


of a jolt when I went in a coach. I defired a lock 
for my door to prevent rats and mice from coming in: 


the ſmith, after ſeveral attempts, made the ſmalleſt 


that ever was feen among them, for I have known a 
larger at the gate of a gentleman's houſe in England. 
I made a ſhift to keep the key in a pocket of my own, 
fearing Glumdalclitch might loſe it. The queen like- 
wiſe ordered the thinneſt filks that could be gotten to 
make me cloaths, not much thicker than an Engliſh 


K* till I was ⁊ccuſtemed to 


2 then. 


teen years 
and a month. Her Majeſty uſed to put a bit of meat 


x [ 
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them. They were after the faſhion of the kingdom, 
ly reſembling the Perſian, and partly the Chineſe, 
and are a very grave and decent habit. 


The Queen became fo fond of my company, that ſhe 


could not dine without me. I had a table placed upon 
the ſame at which her Majeſty eat, juſt at ber left el- 


bow, and a chair to fit on. Glumdalclitch ſtood on 
'a ſtool on the floor near 


table to aſſiſt and take care 
of me. I had an entire ſet of filver diſhes and plates 


and other neceſſaries, which in proportion to thoſe of 


the queen, were not much bigger than what I have 


ſeen in London toy-ſhops, for the furniture of a baby- 
| houſe ; theſe my little nurſe kept in her pocket in a 
'filver box, and 


gave me at meals as I wanted them, 
always cleaning them berfelf. No perſon dined with 
the queen but the two princeſſes royal, the elder fix- 
old, and the younger at that time thirteen 


upon one of my diſhes, out of which I carved for my- 


elf ; and her diverſion was to ſee me eat in miniature. 


For the queen (who had indeed but a weak ſtomach) 
took up, at one mouthful, as much as a dozen Eng- 


liſh farmers could eat at a meal, which to me was for 
ſome time a very nauſeous fight *. She would craunch 


the wing of a lark, bones and all, between her teeth, 
although it were nine times as Jarge as that of a full 
grown turkey; and put a bit of bread in her mouth, 
as big as two twelve-penny loaves. She drank out of 
a golden cup, above a hogſhead at a draught. Her 
knives were twice as long as a ſcythe, ſet ſtrait upon 
the handle. The ſpoons, forks, and other inſtruments, 
were all in the fame proportion. I remember, when 

| SGlumdalclitch 
Among other dreadful and diſguſting images which cuſtom has 
rendered familiar, are thoſe which ariſe from eating animal food. 
He who has ever turned with abhorrence from the ſkeleton of a beaft 


which has been picked whole by birds or vermin, muſt confeſs, 
that habit only could have enabled him to endure the fight of the 


mangled bones and fleſh of a dead carcaſe which every day cover his 


table: and he who reflects on the number of lives that have teen 
ſacrificed to ſuſtain his own, ſhould inquire by what account has been 
— and whether his life is become ionably of more va- 
dy the exerciſe of virtue and piety the' ſuperior happineſs 
which he has communicated to 2241 and by — 
which his intelle& has aſcribed to God. Haute ſ. | 
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Glumdalclitch carried me out of curi to ſee ſome 


of the tables at court, where ten or a of theſe 
enormous knives and forks were lifted up together, 1 


| thought 1 had never till then beheld o terrible a fight. 


It is the cuſtom, that every Wedneſday (which, as 
have before obſerved, is their Sabbath) the king and 
queen, with the royal iſſue of both ſexes, dine toge- 


- ther in the apartment of his Majeſty, to whom I waz 


now become a great favourite; and at theſe times 
my little chair and table were placed at his left hand 
before one of the falt-cellars. This prince took a. 
pleaſure in converſing with me, enquiring into the 
manners, religion, laws, government, and learning 
of Europe ; wherein I gave him the beſt account 

was able. His apprehenſion was fo clear, and his 
judgment ſo exact, that he made very wiſe reflections 
and obſervations upon all I ſaid. But I confeſs, that 


after I had been a little too copious in talking of my 


own beloved country, of our trade, and wars by fea 
and land, of our ſchiſms in religion, and parties in 
the ſtate ; the prejudices of his education prevailed 


ſo far, that he could not forbear taking me up in his 
right hand, and, ſtroaking me gently with the other, 


after an hearty fir of laughing, aſked me, whether 


was a Whig or Tory? Then turning to his firſt. mi- 
niſter, who waited behind him with a white ſtaff near 
as tall as the mainmaſt of the Royal Sovereign, he ob- 


ſerved how contemptible a thing was human eur, 
which could be mimicked by ſuch diminutive inſects 
as I: and yet, ſays he, I dare engage, theſe crea- 


tures have their titles and diſtinctions of honour, they 


contrive little neſts and burrows, that they call houſes 
and cities, they make a figure in dreſs and equipage ; 
they love, they fizht, they diſpute, they cheat, - 
betray. And thus he continued on, while my colour 


came and went ſeveral times with indignation to hear | 


our noble country, the miſtreſs of arts and arms, the 
ſcourge of France, the arbitreſs of Europe, the ſeat 
of virtue, piety, honour and truth, the pride and envy 

of the world, ſo contemptuouſly treated. 
But as I was not in a condition to reſent injuries, 
ſo upon mature thoughts 1 began to doubt whether 1 
was injured or no. Fer, having been accuſtomed — 
| —— 


to be of proport | 
firſt conceived from their bulk and aſpect, was fo far 


two upon my littlenefs ; 1 which I could only 
revenge myſelf by calling him brother, challenging 


wanted preſence of mind to aſſiſt me. 
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veral months to the fight and converſe of tkis people, 
and obſerved every object upon which I caſt mine 
ionable magnitude, the horror I had at 


worn off, that if I had then beheld a 
ih lords and ladies in their finery, and bi 
cloaths, acting their ſeveral parts in the moſt 
manner of 4 bowing, and prating; to ſay 
the truth, I ſhould have been 2 to bak 
as much at them, as the king and his grandees did at 


me. Neither indeed could I forbear ſmiling at myſelf, 
when the queen uſed to place me upon her hand to- 


wards a looking-glaſs, by which both our perſons ap- 
peared before me in view together ; and there 


could nothing be more ridiculous than the compari- 


fon : ſo that I really began to — myſelf dwin- 
dled many degrees below my uſual fize. 

Nothing angered and mortified me fo much as the 
queen's „ who being of the loweſt ſtature that 
was ever in that country (for I verily think he was 
not full thirty feet high) became fo infolent at ſeeing 
a creature ſo much beneath him, that he would al- 


ways affect to ſwagger, and look big as he paſſed by 
me in the queen's anti-chamber, while I was ftand- 
ing on ſome table talking with the lords or ladies of 
the court, and he ſeldom failed of a ſmart word or 


him to wreſtle, and ſuch repartees as are uſual in the 


mouths of court . One day at dinner, this mali- 
cious little cub was fo nettled with ſomething I had 
faid to him, that, raiſing himſelf upon the frame of 
her Majeſty's chair, he took me up by the middle, as 


I was fitting down not thinking any harm, and let me 


drop into a large filver bowl of cream, and then ran 
away as faſt as he could. I fell over head and ears, 
and, if I had not been a good ſwimmer, it might 
have gone very hard with me; for Glumdalclitch in 
that inftant happened to be at the other end of the 
room, and the queen was in ſuch a fright, that ſhe 
my little 
nurſe ran to my relief, and took me out, after I bad 
ſwallowed above a quart of cream. i 
g | 13 
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bed ; however I received no other damage than the 
loſs of a ſuit of clothes, which was utterly ſpoiled. 
The dwarf was ſoundly whipped, and as a farther 
puniſhment forced to drink up the bowl of cream, 
into which he had thrown me; neither was he ever 
to favour : for ſoon after the queen beſtowed 
him on a lady of high quality, fo that I faw him no 


more, to my very great fatisfaftion ; for I could not 
tell to what extremity ſuch a malicious urchin might 
have carried his reſentment. 


He had before ſerved me a ſcurvy trick, which ſet 


ke queen a laughing, although at the ſame time ſhe 


vexed, and would have immediately 

rous as to 

intercede. Her Majeſty had taken a narrow-bone 
her plate, and, after knocking out the marrow, 

ced the bone again in the diſh erect, as it ſtood 


| before; the dwarf watching his rtunity, while 
| n 


the ſtool that ſhe ſtood on to take care of me at meals, 


took me up in both hands, and ſqueezing my legs to- 


gether, wedged them into the marrow- bone above 


my waiſt, where I ſtuck for ſome time, and made z 


very ridiculous figure. I believe it was near a mi- 
nute before any one knew what was become of me ; 


for I thought it below me to cry out. But, as princes 


ſeldom get their meat hot, my legs were not. ſcalded, 
only my ſtockings and breeches in a fad condition. 
The dwarf, at my entreaty, had no other puniſhment 

than a found whipping. 
I was frequently rallied by the queen on account 
of my fearſulneſs; and ſhe uſed to aſk me whether 


the of my country were as great cowards as 
— The occaſion was this: The kingdom is 


inſets, each of them as big as a Dunſtable lark, 
hardly gave me any reſt while I fat at dinner, with 
their continual humming and buzzing about mine 


ears. They would ſometimes alight upon my vic- 


tuals, and leave their loathſome excrement or ſpawn 
behind, which to me was very viſible, though not to 
the natives of that country, whoſe large optics were 
not fo acute as mine in viewing ſmaller objects. Some 


times 
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times they would fix upon my noſe or forehead, where 
they ſtung me to the quick, ſmelling very offenſively; 
and I could eafily trace that viſcous matter, which 


our naturaliſts tell us, enables thoſe creatures to walk 


with their feet upwards on a ceiling. I had much ado 
to defend myſelf againſt theſe deteſtable animals, 
and could not forbear ſtarting when came on 


face. It was the common ctice the — > | 


catch a number of theſe inſects in his hand, as ſchool- 


in fair days to give me air (for I durſt not venture to 


let the box be hung on a nail out of the window, as 
we do with cages 


ver I had the courage to riſe and draw my hanger, 


and attack them in the air. I diſpatched four of them, 


but the reſt got away, and I preſently ſhut my win- 


dow. Theſe inſects were as large as partridges; 1 
took out their ſtings, found them an inch and an half 


long, and as ſharp as needles. I carefully preferved 
them all, and having fince ſhewn them with ſome 
other curioſities in ſeveral parts of Europe, upon my 


return to England, I gave three of them to Greſham 


College, and kept the fourth for myſelf. 


CHAP. 


in England) after I had lifted up 
one of my ſaſhes, and fat down at my table to eat a 
piece of ſweet cake for my breakfaſt, above twenty 
waſps, allured by the ſmell, came flying into the 
room, humming louder than the drones of as many 
| bag-pipes. Some of them ſeized my cake and car- 
_ ried it piece-meal away; others flew about my head 
and face, confounding me with the noiſe, and put- 
ting me in the utmoſt terror of their ſtings. Howe- 
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The country deſcribed. A propoſal for correcting modern 

maps. The king's palace and ſome account of the me- 

polis. The author's way of travelling. The chief 
temple deſcribed. 


Now intend to give the reader a ſhort deſcription 


of this country, as far as I travelled in it, which 
was not above two thouſard miles round Lorbrul- 


grud, the metropolis. For the queen whom I always 


attended, never went farther when ſhe accompanied 
the king in 7 and there ſtayed till his 
Majeſty returned from viewing his frontiers. The 


whole extent of this prince's inions reacheth a- 


| bout fix thouſand miles in length, and from three to 


five in breadth. From whence I cannot but conclude, 
that our eogra hers of Europe, are in a great error 


by ff g nothing but ſea between Japan and Ca- 


lifornia; for it was ever my opinion, that there muſt 


be a balance of earth to counterpoiſe the great conti- 
nent of Tartary ; and therefore they ought to correct 
their maps and charts by joining this vaſt tract of land 
to the north-weſt parts of America, wherein I ſhall 
be ready to lend them my affiſtance. ES. 
The kingdom is a peninſula, terminated to the 


north-eaſt by a ridge of mountains thirty miles high, 


which are altogether impaſſable by reaſon of the vol- 
canoes = the tops: neither do the mcſt learned 
know what fort of morta!s inhabit beyond thoſe 
mountains, or whether they be inhabited at all. On 
the three other ſides it is bounded the ocean. 


There is not one ſea-port in the whole kingdom, and 
thoſe parts of the coaſts into which the rivers iſſue 


are fo full of pointed rocks, and the ſea generally fo 
rough, that there is no venturing with the ſmalleſt ot 
their boats, fo that theſe people are wholly excluded 
from any commerce with the reſt of the world. Bu: 
the large rivers are. full of veſſels, and abound with 
excellent fiſh, for they ſeldom get any from the ſea, 
becauſe the ſea ſiſh are of the fame ſite with thoſe in 
Europe, and conſequently not worth catching; where- 
by it is manifeſt, that nature in the production of 


plants and animals of fo extraordinary a bulk, is wholly 


E 5 cor ned 


_ daſhed des the cute, which the commen : 
ily. Theſe whales I have known fo 


them in a diſh at the king's table, which paſſed for a _ 
rarity, but I did not obſerve he was fond of it; for 1 


habitants. It is in length three glomglungs 
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confined to this continent, of which I leave the rea- 
ſons to be determined by philoſophers. However, 
now and then they AN ale that happens to be 


think indeed the bigneſs diſguſted 
have ſeen one ſomew at mou in Greenland. 


The country is well inhabited, for it contains fifty 


one cities, near an hundred walled towns, cribs reader 
number of villages. To fatisfy my 

may be ſufficient to deſcribe Lorkenlgred. This 
ſtands upon almoſt two parts on each fide 2 
river that through. It contains above ei 
thouſand houſes, and about ſix hundred thouſan 12 
( 
make about fiſty- four Engliſh — and two and a 


balf in breadth, as I meafured it myſelf in the royal 
| — by the king's order, which was laid on the 


fe for me, and extended an hundred 
Lp Pac the diameter and circumference ſeve- 


as times barefoot, and, computing by the ſcale, mea- 
ſured it pretty exactly. 


The king's palace is no regular edifice, but an heap 
of building about feven miles — ; the chief rooms 
are generally two hundred and forty feet high, and 
broad and long in proportion. A coach was allowed 
to Glumdalclitch ard me, wherein her governeſs fre- 
quently took her out to ſee the town, or go among 
the ſhops; and I wa; always of the party, carried in 
my box: although the girl at my own defire would 

take me out, and hold me in her hand, that I 
might more conveniently view the houſes and people, 
as we paſſed along the ſtreets. I reckoned our coach 
to be about a ſquare of Weſtminſter-hal!, but not al- 
together ſo high: however, I cannot be very exact. 
One day the go overneſs ordered our coachman to ſtop 
at ſeveral ſhops, where the beggars, watching their 
opportunity, crouded to the fides of the ccach, and 
gave 
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each about twenty feet high. 


ſight of all was the lice craw i 


naked eye, much better than thoſe of an European 
e h a microſcope, and their ſnouts with 
which they rooted like ſwine. They were the fuſt I 


Set cnc of them, if 1 had had proper 
nluckily left bebind me 1 


5 
7 


| ( 4 | 
ſhip) although indeed the fight was fo nauſeous, 
that it perfectly turned my ſtomach. 


Beſides the large box in which I was uſually carried, 


the queen ordered a ſmaller one to be made for me of 


about twelve feet ſquare and ten high, for the con- 
venience of travelling, becauſe the other was fome- 
what too large for Glumdalclitch's lap, and cumber- 


ſome in the coach; it was made by the fame artiſt, 


whom I directed in the wkole contrivance. This tra- 
velling cloſet was an exact tquare with a window in 
the middle of three of the ſquares, and each window 
was latticed with iron wire on the outſide to prevent 


| accidents in long journies. On the fourth fide which 


had no window, two ſtrong ſtaples were fixed, through 


_ which the perſon that carried me, when I had a mind 


to be on horſeback, put a leathern belt and buckled 
it about his waiſt. This was always the office of 
grave truſty ſervant in whom I could confide, 
whether I attended the king and queen in their pro- 
greſſes, or were diſpoſed to fee the gardens, or pay 
2 viſit to ſome great lady or miniſter of ſtate in the 


court, when Glumdalclitch happened to be out of 


order: for I ſoon began to be known and eſteemed 


among the greateſt officers, I ſuppoſe more upon ac- 
count of their Majeſties favour than any merit of my 


own. In journies, when I was weary of the coach, 
a ſervant on horſeback would buckle on my box, and 
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place it upon a cuſhion before him ; and there I had 
a full proſpect of the country on three ſides from my 
three windows. I had in this cloſet a field-bed and 
a hammock hung from the ceiling, two chairs and a 
table, neatly ſcrewed to the floor, to prevent being 
toſſed about by the agitation of the horſe or the 
coach. And having been long uſed to fea voyages, 


thoſe motions, although ſometimes very violent, did 


not much diſcompoſe me. 


Whenever I had a mind to ſee the town, it was al- 
ways in my travelling-cloſet, which Glumdalclitch 


held in her lap in a kind of open ſedan, after the 
faſhion of the country, borne by four men, and at- 
tended by two others in the n's livery. The 
people, who had often heard of me, were very curi- 


ous to croud about the ſedan, and the girl was com- 


plaiſant enough to make the bearers ſtop, and to take 
me in her hand that I might be more conveniently ſeen. 

I was very defirous to fee the chief temple, and 
particularly the tower belonging to it, which is reck- 


oned the higheſt in the kingdom. Accordingly one 


day my nurſe carried me thither, but I may truly fay 
I came back diſappointed : for the height is not above 
three thouſand . reckoning from the ground to 
the higheſt pinnacle top; which, allowing for the 

difference between the ſize of thoſe people and us in 
Europe, is no great matter for admiration, nor at all 


equal in proportion (if I rightly remember) to Saliſ- 


bury ſteeple. But, not to detra@ from a nation, to 
which during my life I ſhall acknowledge myſelf ex- 
_ tremely obliged, it muſt be allowed that whatever 
this famous tower wants in height is amply made up 
in beauty and ſtrength. For the walls are near an 


hundred feet thick, built of hewn ftone, whereof 


each is abcut forty feet ſquare, ard adorned on all 
ſides with ſtatues of gods and emperors, cut in mar- 
ble larger than the life, placed in their ſeveral niches. 


I meaſured a little finger which had fallen down from 


one of thoſe ſtatues, and lay unperceived among ſome 
rubbiſh, and found it exactly four feet and an inch in 


length. Glumdalclitch wrapped it up in her hand- 
Kerchief; and carried it home in her pocket ak > 
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among other trinkets, of which the girl was ver) 
fond, as children at her age uſually 8 * 
The king's kitchen is indeed a noble building, 
zulted at top, and about fix hundred feet high. The 
great oven is not ſo wide by ten paces as the cupola 
at St. Paul's: for I meaſured the latter on 
after my return. But if I eds ies the — : 
grate, the igious ts a ettles, | Joints 

— 11 the 52. with many other particulars, 

| ps I ſhould be hardly believed; at leaſt a ſevere 
critick would be apt to think I enlarged a little, as 
travellers are often ſuſpected to do. To avoid which 
cenſure, I fear I have run too much into the other 
extreme ; and that if this treatiſe ſhould to 
be tranſlated into the —1＋ 7 of Brobdingnag, 
(which is the general name of that kingdom) and 
tranſmitted thither, the king and his e would 
| have reaſon to complain, that I had done them an 
injury by a falſe and diminutive repreſentation. 

His Majeſty ſeldom keeps above fix hundred horſes 
in his ſtables: they are generally from fifty-four to 
| fixty feet high. But, when he goes abroad on folemn 
days, he is attended for ſtate by a militia guard of 
five hundred horfe, which indeed I thought was the 
moſt ſplendid fight that could be ever beheld, till 1 
faw part of his army in battalia, whereof I ſhall find 
another occaſion to ſpeak. EE, N 
580 r . 
Several adventures that happened to the author. The exe- 
 cution of a criminal. The author ſhes his till in na- 
Digation. | „„ | 

Should bave lived happy enough in that country 

. 1 if my littleneſs had 9 to ſeveral ridi- 
culous and troubleſome accidents ; ſome of which I 
ſhall venture to relate. Glumdalclitch often carried 
me into the gardens of the court in my ſmaller box, 
and would ſometimes take me out of it, and hold me 
in her hand, or ſet me down to walk. I remember, 
before the dwarf left the queen, he followed us one 
day into thoſe gardens, and my nurſe having ſet me 
down, he and I being cloſe together, near ſome dwarf 
apple-trees, I muſt need ſhew my wit by a filly allu- 


- — —— — 
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flat on 


71 
: 


; 


ſuddenly fell fuch a violent ſhower of ha 
was immediately by the force of it ſtruck tothe 
and when I was down, the hail-ſtones gave me 
cruel bangs all over the body, as if I had been pelt 
ith tennis-balls; however, I made a ſhift to creep 
on all four, and ſhelter myſelf by lying flat on my 
face on the lee-fide of a border of lemon-thyme, but 


wondered 


4] 


4 
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range near the place where I lay: the dog, following 
the ſcent, came directly up, and taking me in his 


mouth ran ſtraight to his maſter, wagging his tail, and 


ſet me gently on the ground. By good fortune he 
had been fo well taught, 921 
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b 
kt he gently took me up in both his hands, and 
aſked 


d me how I did ; but I was fo amazed and out 
of breath, that I could not ſpeak a word. In a few 


ſeverely | | 
dog. t the thing was huſhed up, and never 
known at court ; for the girl was afraid of the queen's 


anger, and , as to myſelf, I thought it would not 
Ir. ſuch a ſtory go about. 
This accident abſolutely determined Glumdalclitch 
never to truſt me abroad for the future out of her 
fight. I had been long afraid of this reſolution, and 


_ therefore concealed from her ſome little unlucky ad- 
ventures that happened in thoſe times when I was left 


Ano- 
uy 


ng, 

cloaths. | likewiſe broke my ri 
* of + — which I ha e 
was walking alone, and thinking on England. 

E cannot tell, whether I were — pleaſed or mor- 
tified to obſerve in thoſe ſolitary walks, that the 
ſmaller bids did not appear to be at all afraid of me, 
but would hop about within a yard's diſtance, look- 


ing for worms and other food with as much indiffer- 


ence and ſecurity, as if no creature at all were near 
them. I remember, a thruſh had the confidence to 
ſnatch out of my hand, with his bill, a piece of cake 

_ that Glumdalclitch had juſt given me for my breakfaſt. 
When 1 attempted to catch any of theſe birds, they 
would boldly turn againſt me, endeavouring to pick 
my fingers, which I durſt not venture within their 
: reach ; 


one day I took a thick cud 


to their a 


cauſe, to ſay the truth, a very offenſive ſmell came 
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back unconcerned 
did before. But 
and threw it with all 
my ſtrength ſo luckily at a linnet, that I knocked him 


reach ; and then they would 
to hunt for worms or ſnails, as 


| down, and ſeizing him by the neck with both my 


hands, ran with him in triumph to my nurſe. How- 
ever the bird, who bad only been ſtunned, recover- 
ing himſelf gave me ſo many boxes with his wings on 
both fides of my head and body, though I held him 
at arms length, and was out of the reach of his claws, 
that I was twenty times thinking to let him go. But 
I was ſoon relieved by one of our fervants, who 


wrung off the bird's neck, and I had him next day 


for dinner by the queen's command. This linnet, as 


near as I can remember, ſeemed to be ſomewhat 


R 
maids of honour often invited Glumdalclitch 
ents, and deſired ſhe would bring me 


from their ſkins ; which I do not mention, or intend, 


| to the diſadvantage of thoſe excellent ladies, for 
whom [I have all manner of reſpe& ; but I conceive 
that my ſenſe was more acute in 


Ion to my lit- 
tleneſs, and that thoſe illuſtrious perl were no 
more diſagreeable to their lovers, or to each other, 
than people of the ſame quality are with us in Eng- 


land. And, after all, I found their natural ſmell was 


much more fi able, than when they uſed per- 
fumes, under which I immediately ſwooned away. I 


liput took the freedom in a warm day, when I had 


uſed a deal of exerciſe, to complain of a ſtrong 


ſmell about me, although I am as little faulty that 
way, as moſt of my ſex : but I ſuppoſe his faculty of 


ſmelling was as nice with regard to me, as mine was 


to that of this people. Upon this point I cannot for- 
bear doing juſtice to the queen my miſtreſs, and 
Glumdalclitch my nurſe, whoſe perſons were as ſweet 
as thoſe of any lady in England. 


| 


cannot forget, that an intimate friend of mine in Lil- 
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That which gave me moſt uneaſineſs among theſe 
maids of hexane (when my uneſe combed me to viſit 
them) was to ſee them uſe me without any manner 
of ceremony, like a creature who had no fort of con- 
ſequence : for they would ſtrip themſelves to the 
ſcin, and put on their ſmocks in my preſence, while I 
was placed on their toylet, directly before their naked 
bodies r be- 
ing a tempting fight ; or wing me any 
* — — of — rr 
| ſkins appeared fo coarſe and uneven, fo variouſly co- 
loured, when I ſaw. them near, with a mole here and 
there as broad as a trencher, and hairs hanging from 
it thicker than pack-threads, to fay nothing 
concerning the reſt of their perſons. Neither did they 
at all ſcruple, while I was by, to diſcharge what they 
had drank, to the quantity at leaſt of two 
in a veſſel that held above three tuns. The hand- 
ſomeſt among thoſe maids of honour, a plea 
licſome girl of ſixteen, would ſometimes fet me aftride 
upon one of her nipples, with many other 
wherein the reader will excuſe me for not being over 
particular. But I was ſo much diſpleaſed, that Len- 
treated Glumdalclith to contrive excuſe for not 
ſeeing that young lady any more. 5 
One day a young gentleman, who was nephew to 
my nurſe's governeſs, came and prefſed them both to 
an execution. It was of a man, who had mur- 
dered one of that gentleman's intimate acquaintance. 
Glumdalclitch was prevailed on to be of the company, 
very much againſt 12 * h Tau for ſhe was natu- 
rally tender-hearted : and as for myſelf, although I 
abhorred ſuch kind of ſpectacles, yet my curioſity 
_ tempted me to fee ſomething, that I thought muſt be 
extraordinary. The malefactor was fixed in a chair 
upon a ſcaffold erected for that purpoſe, and his head 
cut off at one blow with a ſword of about forty feet 
long. The veins and arteries R up ſuch a pro- 
digious quantity of blood, and fo high in the air, that 
the great Jette d'eau at Verſailles was not equal for 
the time it laſted; and the head, when it fell on the 


1177 


in. The fellow was an ingenious workman, and by 
with all its tackling, able conveniently to hold 


tom to let out the water, when it 
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ſcaffold floor, gave fuch a bounce as made me ftart, 
although I were at leaſt half an Engliſh mile diftant. 

The queen, who often uſed to hear me talk of my 
ſea-voyages, and took all accafions to divert me when 
Twas all „ aſked me whether I underſtood how 
to handle a fail or an oar, and whether a little exer- 


_ Cife of rowin 2 convenient for my health? 


I anſwered, that I underſtood both very well: for al- 
though my proper employment had been to be furgeon 


or doctor to the ſhip, yet often upon a pinch I was | 
forced to „ But I could 
not fee how this could be done in their country, where 


the ſmalleſt wherry was equal to a firſt-rate man of 


war among us, and fuch a boat as I could — 


would never live in any of their rivers. Her Maj 


ſaid, if I would contrive a boat, her own joiner ſhould 


make it, and ſhe would provide a place for me to fail 


my inſtructions in ten days finiſhed a pleaſure- boat, 


When it was finiſhed, the queen 
delighted, that ſhe ran with it in her lap to t 
who ordered it to be put into a ciſtern full 
with me in it by way of trial; where I 
manage my two ſculls, or little oars, for want of 
room. But the queen had before contrived another 


projet. She ordered the joiner to make a wooden 


trough of three hundred feet long, fifty broad, and 
eight deep ; which being well pitched, to prevent 
leaking, was placed on the floor along the wall in an 
outer room of the palace. It had a cock near the bot- 


and two ſervants could eafily fill it in half . 
Here I often uſed to row for my own diverſion, as 
well as that of the queen and her ladies, who thought 
themſelves well entertained with my ſkill and agility. 
Sometimes I would put up my ſail, and then my 


neſs was only to ſteer, while the ladies gave me a 
| with their fans ; and, when 2 were weary, 


of the pages would blow my fail forward with 


their breath, while I ſhewed my art by ſteering ſtar- 


board or larboard, as I When I had done, 
od or as I pleaſed. en 


to grow ſtale; 
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every third day with freſh wa- 
as to let a huge frog (not per- 


ed till I was put into my boat, but then ſeeing a reſt- 
 ing-place, climbed up, and made it lean fo much on 
one fide, that I was forced to balance it with all my 


ous ſlime. The largeneſs of its features made it ap- 


it alone. 


locked me 
warm, the cloſet-window was left 


niency. As I fat quietly meditating at table, 1 
| heard ſomething bounce in at the 1 and 


weight on the other to prevent overturning. When 
was got in, it hopped at once half the length 
of the boat, and then over my head, backwards and 
forwards, daubing my face and clothes with its odi- 


pear the moſt deformed animal that can be conceived. 
wever, | defired Glumdalclitch to let me deal with 
I banged it a good while with one of my 
ſculls, and at laſt forced it to leap out of the boat. 
But the greateſt danger I ever underwent in that 


kingdom, was from a monkey, who belonged to one 


of the clerks of the kitchen. clitch had 
in her cloſet, while ſhe went ſomewhere 
„or a viſit. The weather being very 

open, as well as 
the windows and the door of my bigger box, in which 
I uſually lived, becauſe of its largeneſs and conve- 


upon buſin 


about from one fide to the other : whereat al- 
| though 
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of his own ; 


ſpecies, by his often ſtroaking my face very 
gently with his other paw. In theſe diverſions he 
was interrupted by a noiſe at the cloſet-door, as if 


y were opening it ; n 
h had come in, 


leaped up to the window, at whic 
and thence upon the leads and gutters, walking | 
three legs, and holding me in the fourth, till he clam- 
bered up to a roof that was next to ours. I heard 
Glumdalclitch give a ſhriek at the moment be was 
carrying me out. The poor girl was almoſt diſtract- 
ed : that quarter of the palace was all in an uproar ; 
the ſervants ran for ladders ; the monkey was feen by 
hundreds in the court, fitting upon the ridge of a 
building, holding me like a baby in one of his fore 
paws, and feedinz me with the other, by cramming 


the bag on one fide of his chaps, and patting me 
when I would not eat ; whereat many of * rabble 
below could not forbear jaughing ; neither do I think 
they juſtly ought to be blamed, for without queſtion 


I 
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into my mouth ſome victuals he had ſqueezed out of 


the 
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I was almoſt choaked with the filthy ſtuff 
monkey had crammed down my throat ; but my dear 
little nurſe picked it out of my mouth with a ſmall 
needle, and then I fell a vomiting, which gave me 
reat relief. Yet I was ſo weak, and bruiſed in the 
es with the es given me by this odious ani- 


mal, that I was forced to keep my bed a fortnight. 


The king, queen, and all the court, ſent every day 


_ to enquire after my health, and her majeſty made me 


ſeveral viſits during my ſickneſs. The monkey was 
killed, and an order made that no fuch animal ſhould 
be kept about the palace. | | 5 
When I attended the king after my recovery to re- 
turn him thanks for his favours, he was pleaſed to 
rally me a good deal upon this adventure. He aſked 
me, what my thoughts and tions were while I 
lay in the monkey's paw ; how I liked the victuals he 
gave me ; his manner of feeding ; and whether the 
'eſh air on the roof had ſharpened my ſtomach. He 
defired to know, what I would have done upon ſuch 
an occafion in my own country. I told his Majeſty, 
that in Europe we bad no monkies, except ſuch as 
were brought for curioſities from other places, and fo 
ſmall, that I could deal with a dozen of them toge- 


| ther, if they preſumed to attack me. And as for that 


far as to make uſt 


ing fiercely, and ing my hand 
-Tocrys hymn $0 ho pany face 
ſhould have given him ſuch 
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title to birth, perſon, wit, or common ſenſe, 


ſtory ; and Glumdalclitch, although ſhe 


the queen, whenever 1 committed any folly tha 
thought would be diverting to her Majeſty. 


t ſhe 
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preſume to look with importance, and put himſelf up- 
8 eateſt perſons of the kingdom. 


Il was every day furniſhing the court with ſome ri- 
Jew] 


loved me to exceſs, yet was arch enough to inform 


girl, who had been out of order, was carried by her 
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every one that beheld them. The queen 
on one of theſe chairs, but 


Majeſty's head. Of theſe hairs (as I had always 
a mechanical genius) I likewiſe made a neat little 
about five feet long, with her Majeſty's name 
in gold letters, which I gave to Glum- 
_ dalclitch by the queen's conſent. To fay the truth, 
it was more for ſhew than uſe, being not of ſtrength to 
bear the weight of the larger coins, and therefore ſhe 
5 _— it but ſome little toys that girls are 
The king, who delighted in mufic, had frequent 
concerts at court, to which I was ſometimes carried, 
and ſet in my box on a table to hear them: but the 
noiſe was ſo great, that I could hardly diſtinguiſh the 
tunes. I am confident, that all the drums and trum- 
pets of a royal army, beating and founding together 
juſt at your ears, could not equal it. My practice was 
to have my box removed from the place where the 
| performers 
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Tone day took the freedom * tell his Ma'eſty, that 
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fat, as far as I could, then to ſhut the 

doors and windows of it, and draw the window-cur- 

tains ; after which I found their muſic not difagreea- 
ble. : ; ; 

I had learned in my youth to play a little upon the 

Glumdalclitch kept one in her chamber, and a 


oo ——— wi vw i: ke 


it a ſpinet, becauſe it ſomewhat reſembled that inſtru- 
ment, and was played upon in the fame manner. A 
fancy came into my head, that I would entertain the 
king and queen with an Engliſh tune upon this inſtru- 
ment. But this appeared extremely difficult, for the 
ſpinet was near fixiy feet long, each key being almott 
2 foot wide, fo that with my arms extended I could 


not reach to above five keys, and to preſs them down 
required a good ſmart ſtroke with my fiſt, which 
would be too great a labour, and to no purpofe. The 


method I conirived was this: I prepared two round 


| flicks about the bigneſs of common cudgels ; they 
were thicker at one end than the other, and I cover- 
ae the thicker end with a piece of a mouſe's ſkin, 


that, by rapping on them, I might neither damage 


the tops of the keys, nor interrupt the found. Before 
the ſpinet a bench was placed about four feet below 


the keys, and I was upon the bench. I ran fideling 
upon it that way and this, as faſt as I could, banging 
the proper keys with my two ſticks, and made a fait 

to play a jigg to the great ſatisfaction of both their 
Majeſties: but it was the moſt violent exerciſe | 
ever underwent, and vet I could not ftrike above fix- 
teen keys, nor conſequently play the baſe and treble 
together, as other artiſts do ; which was a great dif- 


advantage to my performance. 


The king, who, as I before obſerved, was a prince 
of excellent underſtanding, would frequently order 


chat I ſhould be brought in my box, and fet upon the 


table in his cloſet : he would then command me to 
bring one of my chairs out of the box, and fit down 
within three yards diftance upon the top of the cabi- 
net, which brought me almoſt to a level with his face. 

this manner I had ſeveral converſations with him. 


Vor. IV. the 


CN —_ IS 


_ excellent 
that reaſon did not extend itfelf with the bulk of the 


ble as he took me to be, I 


I then wiſhed for the tongue 
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the contempt he diſcovered towards Europe, and the 


reſt of the world, did not ſeem anfwerable to thoſe 
qualities of mind, that he was maſter of: 


body ; on the contrary, we obſerved in our country, 
that the talleſt perſons were uſually leaſt provided with 


many of the larger kinds; and that, as inconſidera- 


his Majeſty ſome ſignal fervice. The kirg heard me 
with attention, and began to conceive a much better 


opinion of me than he had ever before. He defired 
1] would give him as exact an acccunt of the govern- 


it: that among other animals, bees and ants had the 
reputation of more induſtry, art, and ſagacity, than 


E might live to do 


ment of Eugland, as I poſſibly could; becauſe, a 


fond as princes commonly are of their own cuſtoms, 
(for ſo ke conjectured of other monarchs by my former 


diſcouries) he ſhould be glad to hear of any thing that 


might deferve imitation. 

Imagine with thyſelf, courteous reader, how often 
of Demoſthenes or 
Cicero, that might have enabled me to celebrate the 


praiſe of my own dear native country in a ſtyle equal 
to its merits and felicity. 


I began my diſcourſe by informing his Majefty, that 
our dominions conſiſted of two iflands, which 
ſed three mighty kingdoms under one ſovereign, 
lides our plantations in America. I dwelt long upon 


the fertility of our foil, and the temperature of our 
climate. | then ſpoke at large upon the conſtitution 


of an Engliſh parliament, partly made up of an il- 


luſtrious body called the houſe of peers, perſons of 


the nobleſt blood, and of the moſt antient and ample 
patrimonies. I defcribed that extraordinary care al- 
ways taken of their education in arts and arms, to 
qualify them for being counſellors both to the king 


ard kingdom; to have a ſhare in the leg iſlature; to 
be members of the higheit court of judicature, from 


whence there could be no appeal; and to be cham- 


pions always ready for the defence of their prince 
and country, by their valour, conduct, and fidelity. 
That theſe were the ornament and bulwark of the 


kingdom, | 
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_ queſtions he intended to aſk me. 
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kingdom, worthy followers of their moſt renowned 
anceſtors, whoſe honour had been the reward of their 
virtue, from which their poſterity were never once 
known to degenerate. To theſe were joined ſeveral 
oly perſons as 1 13 
itle of biſhops, whoſe 1 neſs it is to take 
= of religion, and of thoſe who inſtruct the 
therein. Theſe were ſearched and _ out through 
the whole nation, by the prince and his wiſeſt coun- 
ſellors among ſuch of the pricſthood, as were moſt de- 
ſervedly diſtinguiſhed by the fanctity of their lives, 
and the depth of their erudition, who were indeed 


the ſpiritual fathers of the clergy, and ihe per pie. 


That the other part of the parliament conſiſted of 
an aſſembly called the hcufe of commons, wis were 


all principal gentlemen, freely picked and culled out 


by the people themſelves, ſcr their great abilities and 
love of their country, to repreſent the wiſdom of the 
whole nation. And that theſe two bodies made up 
the moſt auguſt aſſembly in Europe, to whom in con- 
junction with the prince the whole legiſlature is com- 
I then deſcended to the courts of juſtice, over 
which the judges, thoſe venerable fages and interpre- 
ters of the law, preſided for determining the diiputed 
ies of men, as well as for the pu- 
| of vice, and protection of inaocence. [I 
mentioned the prudent management of our treaſury, 
2 and r 2 forces by ſea and 
| I computed the n of our people, by 
reckoning how many millions there might be of * 
religious ſect, or political party among us. I did not 
omit even our ſports and paſtin. es, or any other parti- 
cular, which I thought might redound to the honour 
of my country. And I finiſhed all with a brief hiſto- 
rical account of affairs and events in England for 
about an hundred years paſt. 
is converſation was not ended under five audien- 
ces, each of ſeveral hours; and the king heard the 
whole with great attention, frequently taking notes 
of what 1 poke, as well as memorandums of what 


F 2 


When 
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vulgar voters to chuſe 
or the moſt conſiderable gentleman in the neighbeur- 
hood. How it came to pals that people were fo 
violently bent upon getting into this aſſembly, which 
I allowed*to be a great trouble and expence, often 
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When I had put an end to theſe long diſc 1 
his Majeſty in a fixth audience conſulting his notes 
propoſed many doubts, queries and objections upon 


every article. He aſked what methods we uſed to 
cultivate the minds and bodies of our young nobility, 
and in what kind of buſineſs they commonly ſpent the 

firſt and teachable part of their lives. What courſe 
was taken to ſupply that afſembly when any noble 
family became extint. What qualifications were 
neceſſary in thoſe, who are to be created new lords: 
whether the humour of the prince, a ſum of money 


to a court lady or a prime miniſter, or a deſign of 
ſtrengthening a party oppoſite to the publick intereſt, 


ever happened to be motives in thoſe advancements. 


What ſhare of knowledge theſe lords had in the laws 


of their country, and how they came by it, ſo as to 


enable them to decide the properties of their fel- 
low-ſubje& in the laſt reſort. Whether they were al- 
ways ſo free from avarice, partialities, cr want, that 
a bribe or ſome other finifter view could have no place 


among them. Whether thoſe holy lords I ſpoke of, 
were always promoted to that rank, upon account of 


their knowledge in religious matters and the ſanctity 
of their lives; had never been compliers with the 
times while they were common prieſts, or laviſh 
proſtitute chaplairs to ſome nobleman, whoſe opinions 


they continued fervilely to follow, after they were 


admitted into that affembly. 

He then defired to know, what arts were practiſed 
in electing thoſe whom I called commoners : whether 
a ſtranger with a N purſe might not influence the 


im before their own landlord, 


to the ruin of their families, without any falary or 
penſion : becauſe this appeared ſuch an exalted ftrain 
of virtue and public ſpirit, that his Majeſty feemed 
to duubt it might poſſibly not be always ſincere: and 
he deſired to know, whether ſuch zealous gentlemen 
could have any views of refurding themſelves for the 
charges 
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and trouble they were at, by facrificing the 
public gocd to the defigns of a weak and vicious 
prince, in conjunction with a corrupted miniſtry. He 
multiply d his queſtions, and ſifted me thoroughly 
upon every part of this head, g numberleſs 
enquiries and objections, which I think it not prudent 
or convenient to repeat. ” 
Upon what I faid in relation to our courts of juſtice, 
his Majeſty defired to be ſatisfied in ſeveral points: 
and this I was the better able to do, having been for- 
merly almoſt ruined by a long ſuit in chancery, which 
was decreed for me with cofts. He aſked what time 
was uſually ſpent in determining between right and 
wrong, and what degree of expence. Whether ad- 
vocates and orators had liberty to plead in cauſes ma- 
nifeſtly known to be unjuſt vexatious, or oppreflive. 
Whether party in relig:on or politics were obſerved to 
be of any weight in the ſcale of juſtice. Whether 
_ thoſe 1 — were perſons educated in = 
general knowledge ity, or only in provincial, 
national, and = . | When they or 
_ their judges had any part in penning thoſe laws, 
which they affumed the liberty of interpreting and 
Noſſing upon at their pleaſure. Whether they had 
ever at different times pleaded for and againſt the 
fame cauſe, and cited precedents to prove contrary 
opinions. Whether they were a rich or poor corpora- 
tion. Whether they received any pecuniary reward 
for pleading or delivering their opinions. And parti- 
cularly, whether they were ever admitted as mem- - 
bers in the lower ſenate. . 
He fell next upon the management of our treafury 


2 
_ and ſaid, he thought my had failed me, be- 
cauſe I computed our taxes at five or fix milli- 


ons a year, and, when I came to mention the iſſues, 
he found they ſometimes amounted to more than 
double: for the notes he had taken were very parti- 
x4 
uſeful 


cular in this point, becauſe he hoped, as he told 
that the knowledge of our conduct might be 

to him, and he could not be deceived in his calcula- 
tions. But, if what I told him were true, he was 
ſtill at a loſs how a kingdom could run out. of its 
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eftate like a private perſon. He aſked me, who were 
cur creditors; and where we found money to pay 
them. He wondered to hear me talk of fuch 
able and expenſive wars iu certainly oe be 
a relſome , or live among very nei 

ITT 
than our kings. He aſked what buſineſs we had out 
of our own iſlands, unleſs upon the ſcore of trade or 
treaty, or to defend the s with our fleet. Above 


all, he was amazed to hear me talk of a mercenary 


ſtanding army in the midft of peace, ard among a 


| free people. He ſaid, if we were governed by our 
on conſent in the perſons of our repreſentatives, he 


cculd not imagine of whom we were afraid, cr a- 
gainſt whom we were to fight ; ard would hear my 
cpinion, whether a 


He laughed at my odd kind of arithmetick (as he 


was pleaſed to call it) in reckoning the numbers of 


our people, by a computation drawn from the ſeveral 


 fefts among us in religion and politics. He faid, he 


knew no reaſon why thoſe, who entertain opinions 
prejudicial to the public, ſhould be obhged to change, 


or ſhould not be obliged to conceal them. And as it 


was tyranny in any government to require the fuſt, 


ſo it was weakneſs not to enforce the ſecond: for a 
man may be allowed to keep poiſons in his cloſet, but 


not to vend them about fcr cordials. 


He obſerved, that among the diverfions of our no- | 


bility and gentry I had mentioned gaming ; he defired 


to know at what age this entertainment was | 
taken up, and when it was laid down: how much of 


their time it employed: whether it ever went ſo high 
as to affect their fertunes : whether mean vicious peo- 
ple by their dexterity in that art might not arrive at 
great riches, ard ſometimes keep our very nobles in 
deperdence, as well as habituate them to vile com- 
panions, whelly take them from the improvement of 


their mines, and force them by the leſſes they re- 


ceived, 


private man's houſe might not bet- 
ter be defended by himſelf, his children, and family, 
than by half a dozen raſcals picked up at a venture | 
in the ftreets for ſmall wages, who might get an 
| hundred times more by cutting their throats. 
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ment of any one ſtation among you; much 
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_ ceived, to learn and practiſe that infamous dexterity 


He was perfectly aſtoniſhed with the hiſtorical ac- 


count I gave him of our affairs during the laſt cen- 


y, proteſting it was only a of conſpiracies, 
my proteſing it was ly = heap of conſpiracies 
ments, the very worſt effects, that avarice, faQtion, 
hypocriſy, perfidiouſneſs, cruelty, rage, madneſs, 
hatred, envy, luſt, malice, and ambition could pro- 


duce 


His Ma jeſty in another audience was at the pains to 
recapitulate the ſum of all I had ſpoken ; compared 
the queſtions he made with the anſwers I had given: 


then taking me into his hands, and ſtroaking me 


y, delivered himſelf in theſe words, which I 
all never forget, nor the manner he ſpoke them in : 
My little friend Grildrig, you have made a moſt ad- 
mirable panegyric Your. country ; you have clear- 
ly proved, that ignorance, idleneſs, and vice are the 
| in — © for qualifying 1 * that 
laws are beſt explained, interpreted, and applied 
thoſe whoſe intereſt and abilities he in —_— 
confounding and eluding them. L obſerve among you 


ſome lines of an inſtitution, which in its original 


might have been tolerable, but thefe half eraſed, 
and the reſt wholly blurred and blotted by corrup- 
tions. It doth not a from all you have ſaid, how 
any one perfection is required toward the 8 
ſs that 


men are ennobled on account of their virtue, that ; 
prieſts are advanced for their piety or learning, ſol- 


_ Giers for their conduct or valour, judges for their in- 


tegrity, ſenators for the love their country, or 
counſellors for their wiſdom, As for yourſelf, conti- 
nued the king, who have ſpent the greateſt part of 
your life in travelling, I am well difpoted to hope you 
may hitherto have eſcaped vices of your coun- 
try. But by what I have gathered from your own re- 


lation, and the anſwers I have with much pains wring- 
ed and extorted from you, I cannot but conclude the 
bulk of your natives to be the moſt pernicious race 


ef little odious vermin, that nature ever ſuffered to 
| Eraw] upon the furface of the earth. 


CHAP. 


of his queſtions, and gave to eve 
vourable turn by many degrees t 
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CH AP. VIL * 


The author's lade of his country. He makes à propoſal 

much Cane: the King, which is rejected. T, Z 
ting great ignorance in politics. The learning of that 
country very imper fect and confined. The laws, and 


IA TOTHING but an extreme love of truth could 
4 have hindered me from concealing this part of 


my ftory. It was in vain to diſcover my reſentments, 


which were always turned into ridicule ; and I was 


forced to reft with patience, while my noble and moſt 
beloved country was ſo injuriouſſy treated. I am as 
heartily ſorry as any of my readers can pcſlibly be, 


that ſuch an occaſion was given: but this prince hap- | 
pened to be fo curious and inquiſitive upon every par- 


ticular, that it could not conſiſt either with gratitude 


or gocd manners, to refuſe giving him what ſatisfaction 


] was able. Yet thus much I may be allowed to ſay 
in my own vindication, that I artfully eluded many 
oy point a more fa- 

an the ſtrictne ſs of 
truth would allow. For I have always borne that 
laudable partiality to my own country, which Diony- 


ſius Halicarnaſſenſis with fo much juſtice recommends 


ts an hiftorian : I would hide the frailties and defor- 
mities of my political mother, and place her virtues 
and beauties in the moſt advantageous light. This 
was my fincere endeavour in thoſe many diſcourſes 1 


had with that monarch, although it unfortunately 
failed of ſucceſs. 


This chapter contains ſuch ſarcaſms on the ſtructure of the hu- 
man body, as too plainly ſhew, that the author was unwilling to 
loſe any opportunity of debafing and ridiculing his own ſpecies.— 
Here a reflection naturally occurs, which, without any ition, 
leads tacitly to admire and confeſs the ways of Providence. For this 
great genius, this mighty wit, who ſeemed to ſcoff and ſcorn at all 


mankind, lived not only to be an example to puniſh his own pride, 


and to terrify ours, but underwent ſome of the greateſt miſeries to 
which human nature is liable. Orrery See the author's life, 
prefixed to Vol. 1. | | 


| 
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But great allowances ſhould be given to a king, 
who lives wholl ſecluded from the reſt of the works. 
and muſt — An be altogether acquainted with th e 
manners and cuſtoms that moſt prevail in other na- 
tions: the want of which knowledge will ever pro- 
duce many prejudices, and a certain narrowneſs of 
_ thinking, from which we and the politer countries of 
Europe are wholly exempted. And it would be hard 
indeed, if fo remote a prince's notions of virtue and 
vice, were to be offered as a ſtandard for all mankind. 
To confirm what I have now ſaid, and further to 
ſhew the miſerable effects of a confined education, I 
ſhall here inſert a paſſage which will hardly obtain 
belief. In hopes to ingratiate myſelf farther into his 
Majeſty's favour, I told bim cf an invention diſco- 
vered between three and four hundred years ago to 
make a certain powder, into an heap of which the 
ſmalleſt ſpark of fire falling would kindle the whole 
in a moment, although it were as big as a mountain, 
and made it all fly up in the air together, with a noife 
and agitation greater than thunder. That a proper 
quantity of this powder rammed into an hollow tube 
of brals or iron, according to its bigneſs, would 
drive a ball of iron or lead with fuch violence and 
d, as nothing was able to ſuſtain its force. 
iat the largeſt balls thus diſcharged would not only 


deſtroy whole ranks of an army at once, but batter 


the ſtrongeſt walls to the ground, fink down ſhips 
with a thouſand men in 22 to the bottom of the 

ſea; and when linked together by a chain, would 
cut through maſts and rigging, divide hundreds of 
bodies in the middle, and lay all waſte before them. 
That we often put this powder into large hollow balls 
of iron, and diſcharged them by an engine into ſome 
_ city we were beſieging, which would rip up the pave- 
ments, tear the houſes to pieces, burſt and throw 
ſplinters on every fide, daſhing cut the brains of all 

who came near. That I knew the ingredients very 
well, which were cheap and common; I underſtood 
the marner of compounding them, and could direct 
his workmen how to make thoſe tubes cf a fize, pro- 
portionable to all other things in his Majefty's king- 
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whereof in Europe we can have no conception, let 
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dom, and the largeſt need not be above an hundred 
feet long; twenty or thirty of which tubes, charged 
with the proper quafttity of powder and balls, would 


| batter down the walls of the ſtrongeſt town in his do- 


minions in a few hours, or deſtroy the whole metre- 
polis, if ever it ſhould pretend to diſpute his abſolute 
commands. This I humbly offered to his Majaſty, as 
a ſmall tribute of acknowled t in return of 6 


gmen 
many marks that I had received of his royal favour 


e kirg was ſtruck with horror at the deſcription 
I had given of thoſe terrible engines, and the prope- 
ſal I bad made. He was amazed, how ſo impotent 


and groveling an inſe ct as I (theſe were his expreſ- 


| fions) cculd entertain ſuch inhuman ideas, and in ſo 
familiar a manrer, as to appear wholly unmoved at 


all the ſcenes of blocd and deſolation, which I had 


painted as the common effects of thoſe deſtructive ma- | 


chines, whereof he faid ſome evil genius, enemy to 


mar kind, muft have been the firſt contriver. As for 
himſelf he proteſted, that although few things de- 
lighted him fo much as new diſcoveries in art or in 


nature, yet ke would rather loſe half his kingdom, 


veneraticn, love, and eſteem; of ſtrong parts, great 


_ wiſdom, and profound learning, endowed with ad- 
mirable talents for government, and almoft adored by 


his ſubjects, ſhould from a nice unneceſſary ſcruple, 


ſlip an cppertunity put into his hand that would have 
made him abſolute maſter of the lives, the liberties, 
and the fortunes of his people. Neither do I fay this 
with the leaſt intention to detraQ from the many vir- 
tues of that excellent king, whoſe character I am 
ſenſible will on-this acccunt be very much leſſened in 
the opinicn of an Engliſh reader; but I take this de- 
fect amor g them to have riſen from their ignorance, 


| 


than to be privy to ſuch a ſecret, which he command- 
ed me, as I valued my life, never to mention any 
that a prince poſſeſſed of every quality which procures 


8 58 41418˙8 Fir 


3 3. . no 7 


| 


dy not having b. therto reduced politics into a ſcience, | 
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dents are ſo few, that they have little reaſon to boaſt 
of any extraordinary ſkill in either, = 
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the more acute wits of Europe have done. For 1 
remember ves well in a diſcourſe one day with the 


King, when 1 happened to fay there were ſeveral 


thouſand books among us written upon the art of ga- 
vernment, it gave him (directly contrary to my inten- 
tion) 2 very mean opinion of our underſtandings. He 
profeſſed both to abominate and deſpiſe all fern, 
refinement and intri „either in a Prince or a Miniſ- 


ter. He could not tell what I meant by ſecrets of fate. 
| where an enemy or ſome rival nation, were not in the 
caſe. He confined the knowledge of governing with- 


in very narrow bounds, to common ſenſe and reaſon, 
to juſtice and lenity, to the ſpeedy determination of 
civil and criminal cauſes; with ſome other obvious 
topics, which are not worth conſidering. And he 
gave it for his opinion, that whoever. could make two 
ears of corn, or two blades of graſs, to grow upon 
A ſpot of ground where only one grew before, would 
deſerve better of mankind, and do more eſſential ſer- 


vice to his country, than the whole race of politici- 


ans _ together. Sa 
The learning of this people is very defective, con- 
fitting only in morality, hiftory, poetry, and mathe- 
matics, wherein they muſt be allowed to excel. But 
the laſt of theſe is wholly applied to whac may be 


uʒſeful in life, to the improvement of agriculture, and 


all mechanical arts; ſo that among us it would de 
little eſteemed. And as to ideas, entitles, abſtrac- 
tions, and tranſcendentals, I could never drive the 

leaſt conception into their heads. FE 
No law of that country muſt exceed in words the 
number of letters in their alphabet, which conſiſts 


only of two ard twenty. But indeed few of them 


extend even to that length. They are e ed in 
the moſt plain and ſimple terms, wherein thoſe peo- 
ple are not mercurial enough to diſcover above one 

interpretation: and to write a comment upon any 
law is a capital crime. As to the deciſion of civil 
cauſes, or proceedings againſt criminals, their prece- 
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They have had the art of printing as well as the 
Chineſe, time out of mind: but their libraries are 
not v 
oned the largeſt, doth not amount to above a thou- 
ſand volumes, placed in a gallery of twelve hundred 
ſeet long, from whence I had liberty to borrow what 
books I pleaſed. The Queen's joiner had contrived 
in one of Glumdalclitch's rooms a kind of wooden 
machine five and twenty feet high, formed like a 
ſtanding ladder, the ſteps were each fifty feet long: 
it was indeed a moveable pair of ftairs, the loweſt 
end placed at ten feet diftance from the wall of the 
chamber. The book I had a mind to read was put 
up leaning againſt the wall; I firſt mounted to the 
upper ſtep of the ladder, and turning my face towards 
the bock, began at the top of the page, and fo walk- 


ing to the right and left about eight or ten paces, ac- | 


cording to the length of the lines, till I had gotten a 


little below the level of mine eyes, and then deſcend- 


ing gradually till I came to the bottom: after which 
I mounted again, and began the other page in the 
ſame manner, and fo turned over the leaf, which I 
could eafily do with both my hands, for it was as 


thick and {tiff as a paſte-board, and in the largeſt fo- 


lios not above eighteen or twenty feet long. 

Their ſtyle is clear, maſculine, and ſmooth, but 
not florid ; for they avoid nothing more than multi- 
plying unneceſſary words, or uſing various expreſſions. 
I have peruſed many of their books, eſpecially thoſe 

in hiſtory and merality. Among the reſt, I was much 
_ diverted with a little old treatife, which always lay 
in Glumdalclitch's bed chamber, and belonged to her 
governeſs, a grave elderly gentlewoman, who dealt 
in writings of morality A devotion. The book 
treats of the weakneſs of human kind, and is in lit- 

tle eſteem except among the women and the vulgar. 
Hove ver, I was curious to ſee what an author of that 
country could fay upon ſuch a ſubject. This writer 


went through all the uſual topics of European mora- | 


tits, ſhewing how diminutive, contemptible, and 
helpleſs an animal was man in his own nature; how 
andble to defend himſelf from inclemencies of the 
2385 air, 


large; for that of the king, which is reck- 
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duce only fall abortive births, in 
-able to think, not only that the 


| hiſtory and tradition, 
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air, or the fury of wild beaſts: how much he was ex- 
one creature in ſtrength, by another in 
, by a third in foreſight, by a fourth in induſtry. 
N adarz, that nature was degenerated in theſe lat- 
ter declining ages of the world, and could now pro- 
thoſe in ancient times. He faid, it was very reaſon- 
ies of men were 
originally much larger, but alſo that there muſt have 
been giants in former ages ; which, as it is afferted by 
it hath been confirmed by 
huge bones and ſkulls, caſually dug up in ſeveral parts 
of the kingdom, far exceeding the common dwindled 
race of man in our days. He argued, that the very 
laws of nature abſolutely required we ſhould have 
been made in the beginning of a fize more large and 
robuſt, not ſo hable to d ion from every little 
accident of a tile falling from an houſe, or a ſtone 
caſt from the hand of a boy, or being drowned in a 
little brook. From this way of reaſoning, the author 
drew ſeveral moral applications ufeful in the conduct 


of life, but needleſs here to repeat. For my own 


part, I could not avoid reflecting how univerſally this 
talent was ſpread, of — lectures in morality, 
er indeed rather matter of diſcontent and repining, 


from the quarrels we raife with nature. And I be- 


lieve upon a ftrit enquiry thaſe quarrels might be 
ſhewn as ill- grounded amor g us, as they are among 
that people“. 3 . 

As to their military affairs, they boaſt that the King's 
army conſiſts of an hundred and ſeventy-fix thouſand 


foot, and thirty-two thoutand horſe : if that may be 


called an army, which is wade up of tradeſmen in the 
ſeveral cities, and farmers in th2 country, whoſe com- 
manders are orly the nobility and gentry without pay 
or reward. They are indeed perfe& enough in their 

| OY | exerciſes, 


The author's zeal to juſtify providence has before been remark- 
ed; and theſe quarrels with Nature, or, in other words, with God, 
could not have been more forcibly reproved, than by ſhewing, that 
the complaints upon which they are founded, would be equally ſpe- 


minions there is no acceſs from an 
came to think of armies, or to tea 
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exerciſes, and under very good diſcipline, wherein 1 
faw no great merit; for how ſhould it be otherwiſe, 
where every farmer is under the command of his own 


| landlord, and every citizen under that of the princi- 


| men in his own city, choſen after the manner of 

enice by ballet. | 

I have often ſeen the militia of Lorbrulgrud drawn 
out to exerciſe in a great field near the city of twenty 
miles ſquare. They were in all not above twenty-five 


thouſand foot and fix thouſand horſe : but it was im- 
_ poſſible for me to compute their number, conſidering 


the ſpace of ground they took up. A cavalier, 


mounted on a large ſteed, might be about ninety feet 
high. Thave ſeen this whole body of horſe, upon a 


word of command, draw their ſwords at once, and 
brandiſh them in the air. Imagination can figure 
nothing ſo grand, fo ſurprizing and fo aſtoniſhing ! it 
looked as if ten thouſand flaſhes of lightning were 


_ darting at the ſame time from every quarter of the 


ky. | 

1 was Curious to know how this prince, to whoſe do- 
other country, 
his people the 
ctice of military —_— But I was ſoon in- 


ed both by converſation and reading their 


hiſtories : for in the courſe of many ages they have 


been troubled with the fame diſeaſe to which the 


whole race of mankind is fubje@ ; the nobility often 
contending for power, the people for liberty, and the 


king for abſolute dominion. All which, however hap- 


1 by the laws cf that kingdom, have 
ſcmetimes violated by each of the three parties, 
and have more than once occaſioned civil wars, the 


laſt wherof was happily put an end to by this princes 


grandfather in a general compoſition ; and the militia, 
then ſettled with common conſent, hath been ever 


ſince kept in the ſtrifteſt duty. | 
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CH A P. vm. 
make @ progreſs to the frontiers. The 
+ them. The manner in which he leaves 
Had always a ftrong impulſe, that I ſhould ſome 
time recover my liberty, though it was impoſſible 

to con jecture by what means, or to form any proj 
with the leaſt hope of ſucceeding. The ſhip in which 


1 failed was the firſt ever known to be driven within 


fight of that coaſt, and the King had given ſtrict or- 
ders, that if at any time another „it ſhould 
be taken aſhore, and with all its crew and paſſengers 
brought in a tumbril to Lorbrulgrud. He was ſtrong- 
be = to get me a woman of my own ſize, by whom 

might propagate the breed : but I think I ſhould 


rather have died, than undergone” the diſgrace of 


leaving a poſterity to be kept in cages like tame cana- 


ry birds, and perbaps in time fold about the kingdom 
to perſons of quality for curioſities. I was indeed 
treated with much kindneſs: I was the favourite of 
2 great King and Queen, and the delight of the 
whole court; but it was upon ſuch a foot, as ill be- 
came the dignity of human kind. I could never for- 
get thoſe domeſtic pledges I had left behind me. I 


wanted to be among people with whom I could con- 


verſe upon even terms, and walk about the ſtreets 


and fields, without being afraid of being trod to 


death like a frog, or a young puppy. But my deli- 
verance came er than I expected, and in a man- 


ner not very common: the whole ſtory and circum- 
ſtances of which I ſhall faithfully relate. 

I had now been two years in this country ; and 
about the beginning of the third, Glumdalclitch and I 
attended the King and Queen in a progreſs to the 


Feth coaſt of that kingdom. I was carried as uſual 


in my travelling box, which, as I have already deſ- 
cribed, was a very convenient cloſet of twelve feet 
| | Se en wide 


. ſatirical, 


 tigued : I had gotten a ſmall cold, but the poor girl 
was ſo ill as to be confined to her chamber. I longed 
to ſee the ocean, which muſt be the only ſcene of my | 
eſcape, if ever it ſhould happen. I pretended to be | 
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| wide. And I had ordered a hammock to be fixed 1 fe 
\ by filken ropes from the four corners at the top, to dor 
| break the jolts when a ſervant carried me before him bac 
W on horſeback, as I ſometimes deſired, and would or- aft 
| ten ſleep in my hammock while we were upon the ſevi 
i road. the roof of my cloſet, not directly over the all 
N middle of the hammock, I ordered the joiner to cut and 
i out a hole of a foot e, to give me air in hot a n 
i weather, as I flept ; which hole I ſhut at pleaſure and 
1 with -a board, that drew backwards and forwards Wa: 
5 through a groove. in 
5 When we came to our journey's end, the Kin like 
1 thought proper to paſs a few days at a palace he hatk and 
\'% near Flanflaſnic, a city within eighteen Engliſh miles ena 
# of the ſea-fide. Glumdalchtch and I were much fa- thc 

1 


w than I really was, and deſired leave to take the 
9 freſh air of the fea with a page, whom I was very 
fond of, and who had ſometimes been truſted with 


me. [I ſhall never forget with what unwillingneſs 
1 Slumdalclitch confented, nor the ſtrict charge ſhe 
gave the page to be careful of me, burſting at the 
| fame time into a flood of tears, as if ſhe had ſome 
"1 foreboding of what was to happen. The boy took 
1 me out in my box about half an hour's walk ſrom the 
| — towards the rocks on the ſea- ſhore. I ordered 
im to ſet me down, and lifting up one of my ſaſhes 
19 caſt many a wiſhful melancholy look towards the fea. 
| J found myſelf not very well, and told the pa ge that 
17 I had a mind to take a nap in my hammock, which 
1 I heped would do me good. I got in, and the boy 
td ſhut the window cloſe down to keep out the cold. I 
| ſoon fell afleep, and all I can conjecture is, that 
i while I ſlept, the page, thinking no danger could 
if happen, went among the rocks to look for birds eggs, 
: = having before obſerved him from my window ſearch- | 
| ing about, and picking up one or two in the cleits. 
is Be that as it will, I found myſelf ſuddenly awaked 
| with a violent pull upon the ring, which was faſtened | 
at the top of my box fer the conveni2ncy of g 


den felt myſelf falling perpendicularly 


_ almoſt loſt my breath. 
rible ſquaſh that ſounded louder. to my ears than the 


windows. I now 


wich my box was 
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I felt my box raiſed very high in the air, and then 
2 with prodigious ſpeed. The firſt jolt 
had like to have ſhaken me out of my hammock, but 
afterwards the motion was eaſy encugh. I called out 
ſeveral times, as loud as I could raife my voice, but 


all to no purpoſe. I looked towards my windows, 


and could tee nothing but the clouds and ſky. I heard 
2 noiſe juſt over my head like the — * of wings, 
and then began to perceive the woeful condition 1 
was in, that ſome eagle had got the ring of my box 


in his beak with an intent to let it fall upon a rock 
like a tortoiſe in a ſhell, and then pick out my body, 
and deyour it: for the ſagacity and ſmell of this bird 
enabled him to difcover his quarry at a 


great diſtance, 
theugh better concealed than I could be within a two- 
inch ; 

In a little time I obſerved the noiſe and flutter of 


wings to encreaſe very fait, and my box was toſſed 


up and down like a fign in a windy day. I heard fe- 
veral bangs or buffets, as I thought, given to the ea- 


gte (for ſuch I am certain it muſt have been that held 


the ring of my box in his beak) and then all on a ſud- 


y down for above 
a minute, but with tuch incredible ſwiftneſs that 1 
My fall was ſtopped by a ter- 


cataract of Niagara *; after which I was quite in the 
dark for another minute, and then my box began to 
riſe fo high that I could ſee light from the tops of the 
perceived that I was fallen into the 
ſea. My box by the weight of my body, and the 

that were in, and the broad plates of iron fixed 
ſtrength at the four corners of the top and bottom, 


| floated about five feet depth in water. I did then, 


and do now ſuppoſe, that the eagle which flew away 


purſued by two or three others, and 


» Niagara is a ſettlement of the French in North America, and 
the cataract is by the fall of a conflux of water (formed of 


| the four vaſt Jakes of Canada) from a rocky precipice, the perpendi- 
| cular height of which is one hundred and thirty-ſeven feet ; and 


it 18 fad to have been heard fifteen leagues. Hawieſ. 


| like a faſh, which kept my cloſer fo ti 


| this juncture, expecting 
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the reſt, who hoped to ſhare in the prey. The plates 
of iron faſtened at the bottom of the box (for thoſe 


| were the ſtrongeſt) preſerved the balance while it fell, 


and hindered it from being broken on the ſurface of 
the water. Every joint of it was well grooved ; and 
the door did not move on hinges, but up and down 

ght that very 
little water came in. I got with much difficulty out 
of my hammock, having firſt ventured to draw back 
on the roof already mentioned, con- 
ſe to let in air, for want of which I 


divided me! And I may ſay with truth, that in the 
midſt of my own misfortunes I could not forbear la- 
menting my poor nurſe, the grief ſhe would ſuffer for 


my loſs, the diſpleaſure of the queen, and the ruin of | 
| her fortune. Perhaps many travellers have not been 


under greater difficulties and diſtreſs than I was at 
_ moment to fee my body 
wave. A breach in one fingle pane 


daſhed to pieces, or at 
lent blaſt or riſing 


15 of glaſs would bave been immediate death; nor could 
any thing have preſerved the windows but the ſtrong 


lattice-wires placed on the out- ide againſt accidents 
in travelling. I ſaw the water ooze in at ſeveral cran- 
nies, although the leaks were not confiderable, and L 
endeavour 


wiſe I certainly ſhould bave done, and fat on the top of 


it, where I might at leaſt preſerve myſelf ſome hours 


1 than by being ſhut up (as I may call it) in the 
hold. Or if I eſcaped theſe dangers for a day or two, 


What could J expect but a milerable death of cold 
ard hunger? I was four hours urder theſe circum- 


ſtances, expecting, and indeed wiſhing every moment 
I have already told the reader, that there were two 


ſtrong ſtaples fixed upon that fide of my box which | 


had no window, and into which the ſervant who uſed 
; | ro 


| How often did I then wiſh myſelf with my dear 
Glumdalclitch, from whom one fingle hour had fo far 


to ſtop them as well as I could. I was 
not able to lift up the roof of my cloſet, which other- 
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to carry me on horſeback would put a leathern belt, 
and buckle it about his waiſt. Being in this diſcon- 


Ter 


2» 
*F 


; 
5 Dj 


tened to the floor; and having made a hard ſhift to 
ſcrew it down again directly under the flipping-board 
that I had lately opened, I mounted on the chair, 
and putting my mouth as near as I could to the hole, 
I called for help in a loud voice, and in all the 


guages I un d. I then faſtened my handkerchief 
rer | 


8 s it pad 
ound myſelf hoiſted up by 
before. 

Whereupon I again thruſt up my 


chief, calling for help till I was almoſt hoarſe. In re- 
turn to which, I heard a great ſhout repeated three 


times, giring me ſuch tranſports of joy as are not to 
be conceived but by thoſe who feel them. I now 
heard a trampling over my head, and ſomebody call- 
ing through the hole with a loud voice in the Engliſh 


tongue, if there be any body below, let them b 

| anſwered, ] was an Engliſhman, drawn by ill for- 

tune into the greateft calamity that ever any creature 
| | | underwent, 


' |] was now 
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underwent, and begged by all that was moving to be 
delivered out of the dungeon I was in. The voice re- 


plied, I was ſafe, for my box was faſtened to their 


ſhip; and the carpenter ſhould immediately come 
and ſaw a hole in the cover large enough to pull me 
out. I anſwered, that was needleſs, and would take 
up too much time, for there was no more to he done, 


but let one of the crew put his finger into the ring, 


and take the box out of the fea into the ſhip, and 1 
into the ca 
ing me talk ſo wildly thought I was mad; others 
laughed ; for indeed it never came into my head that 


ftrength. 


e carpenter came, and in a few minutes 


ſawed a paſſage about four feet ſquare, then let down 


à ſmall ladder, which I mounted, and from 
| thence was taken into the ſhip in a very weak con- 
dition. : 3 
The ſailors were all in amazement, and aſked me 
a thouſand queſtions, which I had no inclination to 


anſwer. I was equally confounded at the fizht of ſo 

Ente for ſuch I took them to be, after hay- 
g accuſtomed mine eyes to the monſtrous 

objects I had left. But the captain, Mr. Thomas 


y pi 
ing fo 


Wilcocks, an honeſt worthy Shropſhire man, obſerv- 
ing I was ready to faint, took me into his cabbin, 
gave me a cordial to comfort me, nnd made me turn 
in upon his own bed, adviſing me to take a little reſt, 


of which I had great need. Before I went to ap. 
lua 


I gave him to underſtand that I bad ſome va 


furniture in my box too good to be loſt ; a fine ham- 
mock, an hand ſome field-bed, two chairs, a table, and 


a cabinet. That my cloſet was hung on all ſides, or 
rather quilted, with filk and cotton: that if he * 


* There are ſeveral little incidents which ſbew the author to 


| have had a deep knowledge of human nature; and I think this is 
one. Although the principal advantages enumerated by Gulliver 


in the beginning of this chapter, of mingling again among his coun- 


trymen. depended on their being of the fame fize with himſelf ; yet 


this is forgotten, in his ardour to be delivered : and he is afterwards | 


ins cabin . Some of them upon hear- 


22 people of my own ſtature and 


288533117772 


＋ 
fy 


of many breaches made in the bottom and 
to rights. And indeed I was glad not to have been 
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let one of the crew bring my cloſet into his cabbin, I 
would it there before him, and ſhew him my 
goods. The tain hearing me utter theſe abſurdi- 
ties, concluded I was raving: however (I ſuppoſe to 
pacify me) he promiſed to give order as I defired, and 
going upon deck, ſent fome of his men down into 
my cloſet, from whence (as I afterwards found) they 
drew up all my goods, and ſtripped off the quilting : 
but the chairs, cabinet, and bedſtead, being fcrewed 
to the floor, were much damaged by the 1gnorance 


of the ſeamen, who tore them up by fotce. Then 


they knocked off ſome of the boards for the uſe of 
the ſhip, and when they bad got all they had a mind 
for, let the hull drop into the fea, which by reafon 
es funk 


a ſpeQator of the havock they made; becauſe | am 
corfident it would have tenfibly touched me by bring- 
ing former paſſages into my mind, which I had rather 
forget. | 

1 ſlept ſome hours, but perpetually diſturbed with 
dreams of the place I had left, and the dangers I had 
eſcaped. However, upon waking I found myſelf much 
recovered. It was now abcut eight o'clock at night, 
and the captain ordered ſupper immediately, thinkin 

I had already fafted too long. He entertained me with 


great kindneſs, obſerving me not to look wilely, or 


talk inconſiſtently; and, when we were lett alone, 
defired I would give him a relation of my travels, and 
by what accident I came to be ſet adrift in that mon- 


ſtrous wocden cheſt. He faid, that about twelve 


o'clock at noon, as he was looking through his glaſs, 
he ſpied it at a diſtance, and thought it was a fail, 
which he had a mind to make, being not much out of 
his cdurſe, in hopes of buying ſome biſket, his own 
beginving to fall ſhort. That upon coming nearer, 


and finding his error, he ſent out his long-boat to 


diſcover what I was ; that his men came back in a 
fri ht, ſwearing that they had ſeen a ſwimming honſe. 
That he laughed at their folly, and went himſelf in 

e boat, ordering his men to take a ftr-1.g cable 


along with them. That the weather being calm he 


3 rowed 
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rowed round me ſeveral times, obſerved my win 


and the wire-lattices that defended them. That he 


diſcovered two ſtaples upon one fide, which was all 
of boards without any paſſage for light. He then 
commanded his men to row up to that fide, and faſt- 
ening a cable to one of the ſtaples, ordered them to 
tow my cheſt (as they called it) towards the ſhip. 


When it was there, he gave directions to faſten ano- 


ther cable to the ring fixed in the cover, and to raiſe 


up my cheit with pulli „Which all the failors were 


not able to do above two or three feet. He faid, 


they ſaw my ſtick and handkerchief thruſt out of the 
hole, and concluded that fome unhappy man muſt be 


ſhut up in the cavity. I aſked whether he or the crew 


| had ſeen any | yp birds in the air about the 


time he firſt diſcovered me ? to which he anfwered, 


that, diſcourſing this matter with the failors while! 


was aſleep, one of them faid, he had obſerved three 


were at; and he could not gueſs the reaſon of my 
1 I then aſked the captain, how far he reck- 


oned we might be from lard ? he faid, by the beſt 


computation he could make, we were at leaſt an 


hundred leagues. I aſſured him that he muſt be miſ- 
taken by almoſt half, for I had not left the country 


from whence I came above two hours before I dropt 


into the ſea. Whereupon he began again to think 
that my brain was Ciſturbed, of which he gave me a 


hint, and adviſed me to go to bed in a cabbin he had 
| cqone'y I affured him I was well refreſhed with 

k entertainment and company, and as much in 
my ſenſes as ever I was in my life. He then grew ſe- 


rious, and defired me to aſk freely, whether | 
were not troubled in mind by the conſciouſneſs of 
ſome enormous crime, for which I was puniſhed at 
the command of fome pri 
_ cheſt, as great 2 1＋— 
forced to fea in a leaky veſſel without proviſions: for 


ce by expoſing me in that 
in other countries have been 


although he ſhould be ſorry to have taken fo ill a man 
into his ſhip, yet he would engage his word to ſet = 


ea flying towards the north ; but remarked no- | 
thing of their being larger than the uſual fize, which 
I ſuppoſe muſt be imputed to the great height they 
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ſafe aſhore in the firſt port where we arrived. He 
added, that his ſuſpicions were much increaſed by 
ſome very abſurd 1 es I bad delivered at firſt to 
the failors, and afterwards to himſelf, in relation to 
my cloſet or cheſt, as well as by my odd looks and 
behavicur while I was at tupper. e ; 
I begged his patience to hear me tell my rey, 
which I faithfully did from the laſt time I left England 


to the moment he firſt diſcovered me. And as truth 
always furceth its way into rational minds, fo this 
| honeſt worthy gentleman, who had ſome tincture of 


learning, and very good ſenſe, was immediately con- 
vinced of my candour and veracity. But, farther to 
confirm all I had faid, I entreated him to give order 
that my cabinet ſhould be brought, of which I had 
the key in my pocket, (for be had already informed 
me how the ſeamen di:pcſed of my cloſet.) I d 
it in his own preſence, and ſhewed him the col- 
lection of rarities I made in the country from whence 
I had been ſo ſtrangely delivered. There was the 
comb I had contrived out of the ſtumps of the king's 


| beard, and another of the ſame materials, but fixed 


into a paring of her majeſty's thumb-nail which ſerv- 


ed for the back. There was a collection of needles 
and pins from a foct to half a yard long; four waſp- 
| ftings, like joiners tacks; ſome combings of the 
queen's hair ; a gold ring which one day the made 


me a preſent of in a moſt obliging manner, taking it 
from her little finger, and throwing it over my head 
like a collar. I defired the captain would pleaſe to 


accept this ring in return of his civilities ; which he 


abſolutely refuſed. I ſhewed him a corn that I had 
cut off with my own hand from a maid of honour's 


toe ; it was about the bigneſs of a Kentiſh Pippin, and 


grown fo hard, that, when I returned to gland, I 


| got it hollowed into a cup, and ſet in ſilver. Laſtly, 


deſired him to fee the breeches I had then on, which 
were made of a mouſe's ſkin. 2 58 

I could force nothing on him but a footman's tooth, 
which I obſerved him to examine with great curioſity, 


and found he had a fancy for it. He received it with 


of thanks, more than ſuch a trifle could 
. deſerve. 
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deſerve. - It was drawn by an unſkilful ſurgeon in a 
miſtake from one of Glumdalclitch's men, who was 
afflicted with the tooth- ach, but it was as found as 
any in his head. I got it cleaned, and put into my 
cabinet. It was about a foot long, and four inches 
in dnmeter. | 
The captain was well ſatisfied with this plain 
relation I had given him, and faid, he hoped, when we 
returned to England, I would oblige the world by 
putting it on paper, and making it public. an- 
ſwer was, that I thought we were already over-ſtock- 
ed with bcoks of travels: that nothing could now paſs 
which was not extraordinary ; wherem I doubted 
ſome authors leſs confulted truth, than their own va- 
nity, or intereſt, or the diverſion of ignorant readers: 
that my ſtory could contain little beſides common 
events, without thoſe ornamental deſcriptions of ftrange 
prom trees, birds, and other animals; or of the 
barous cuſtoms and idolatry of favage people, with 


which moſt writers abound. However, I thanked him 
for his good opinion, and promiſed to rake the matter hi 


into my thoughts. | 
_ Hee faid, he wondered at one thing very much, 
which was, to hear me ſpeak io loud, aſking me whe- 

ther the king or queen of that country were thick of 
hearing. I told him, it was what J had been uſed to 
for above two years paſt ; and that I admired as much 
at the voices of him and his men, who ſeemed to me 
only to whiſper, and vet I could hear them well 
enough. But, when I ſpoke in that country, it was 
| like a man talking in the ſtreet to another looking out 

from the top of a ſteeple, unleſs when. I was placed 
on a table, or held in any perſon's hand. I told him, 
I had likewife obſerved another thing, that when I 
firſt got into the ſhip, and the ſailors ſtood all about 
me, I thought they were the moſt little contemptible 
creatures | had ever beheld. For indeed, while 
E was in that prince's country, I could never endure 
to look in a glaſs, after mine eyes had been accuſ- 
. tomed to ſuch prodigious objects, becauſe the com- 
pariſon gave me fo deſpicable a conceit of 2 
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The captain ſaid, that while we were at ſupper he 


obſerved me to look at every thing with a fort of 


wonder, and that I often ſeemed hardly able to con- 


tain wy laughter, which he knew not well how to 
take, but imputed it to ſome diſorder in my brain. 1 
anſwered, it was very true; and I wondered how I 
could forbear, when I ſaw his diſhes of the fize of a 


_ filver three-pence, a leg of pork hardly a mouthful, 


2 cup not ſo big as a nut-ſhell; and fo I went on, 
deſcribing the reſt of his houſhold-ſtuff and proviſions 
after the ſame manner. For altheugh the queen 
had ordered a little equipage of all things neceſſary 
for me, while I was in her fervice, yet my ideas were 
wholly taken up with what I faw on every fide of me, 


and 1 winked at my own littlenefs, as people do at 


their own faults. The captain underſtood my raillery 
very well, and merrily replied with the old Englith 
proverb, that he doubted mine eyes were bigger than 
my belly, for he did not obſerve my ſtomach fo 
good, although I had faſted all day; and, — 


dis mirth, proteſted he would have given an hundred 
pounds to ha ve ſeen my cloſet in the eagle's bill, and 


afterwards in its fall from fo great a height into the 
ſea ; which would certainly have been a moſt aſto- 
niſhing object, werthy to have the deſcription of 
it tranſmitted to future ages : and the compariſon of 


Phaeton was ſo obvious, that he could not forbear 


applying it, although I did not much admire the 
conceit. 25 . _— 
The captain, having been at Tonquin, was in his 
return to England driven north- eaſtward to the lati- 
tude of 44 degrees, and of longitude 143. But meet- 
ing a trade-wind two days after I came on board him, 
we failed ſouthward a long time, and coaſting New- 
Holland, kept our courſe weſt-ſouth-weſt, and then 
ſouth- ſouth-weſt, till we doubled the Cape of Good- 
Hope. Our voyage was very proſperous, but I ſhall 
not trouble the reader with a journal of it. The 


captain called in at one or two ports, and ſent in his 


long-boat for proviſions and freſh water, but I never 
went out of the ſhip till we came into the Downs, 
which was on the third day of June, 1706, about 
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houſes, the trees, the cattle, and the people, I 
to think myſelf in Lilliput. I was afraid of ing 
on every traveller I met, and often called aloud to have 
them ſtand out of the way, ſo that I had like to hare 
gotten one or two broken heads for my i inence. 
| When I came to my own houſe, for which I ws 
forced to enquire, one of the ſervants opening the 
door, I bent down to go in (likea gooſe under a gate) 
for fear of ſtriking my head. wife ran out to 
embrace me, but I ftooped lower than her knees, 
thinking ſhe could otherwiſe never be able to reach | 
my mcuth. My daughter kneeled to aſk me _— 
but I could not ſee her till ſhe aroſe, having been fo 
long uſed to ſtand with my head and eyes ere to 
above ſixty feet; and then I went to take her up with 
done hand by the waiſt. I looked down upon the 
ſervants, and one or two friends who were in the 
houſe, as if they had been pigmies, and I a giant. 
told my wife ſhe had been too thrifty, fer I found ſhe 
had ſtarved berfelf and her daughter to nothing. I 
mort, I behaved myfelf fo unaccountably, that they 
were all of the captain's opinion when he firſt faw 
me, and concluded I had loſt my wits. This I men- 
tion as an inſtance of the great power of habit and 
prejudice. | | 
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In a little time, I and my family and friends came 
to a right underſtanding: but my wife proteſted! 
ſhould never go to fea ary more; although my evil 

deſtiny ſo crdered, that ſhe had nat power to hinder 

me, as the reader may know bereafter. In the mem 
time, I kere conclude the ſecond part of my unfortw- | 


nate veyages “. 


» From the whole of theſe two vorages to Lilliput and Bro 
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The author ſets out on bis third 

rutes. The malice of a Dutchman. His arrival u 
an iſland. He is received into Laputa. 


1 H A D not been at home above ten days, when 


captain William Robinſon, a Corrith man, com- 
mander of the Hope-well, a ſtout ſhip of three 


„ 


hundred tuns, came to my houſe. I had formerly 


been furgeon of another ſhip, where he was maſter 


The third part is in general written againſt chymiſts, mathe- 
„ | 
was prejudiced azainſt it, by obſerving the ſtrange effects it pro- 
duced in thoſe who applied t entirely to that ſcience. 
No part of human literature has given greater ſtrength to the 
mind, or has produced greater benefits to mankind, than the ſe- 
veral branches of learning that may paſs under the general deno- 
mination of mathematics. But the abuſes of this ſtudy, the idle, 
thin, immechanical refinements of it, are juſt ſubjects of fatire. 
The real uſe of knowledge is to invigorate, not to enervate the fi- 
culties of reaſon. Learning degenerates into a ſpecies of madneſ, 
when it is not ſuperior to what it poſſeſſeth. The ſcientific 
powers are moſt evident, when they are capable of exerting 
themſclves in the ſocial duties of life; when they was as em 
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for nothing paſſed more than what is uſual after long 
abſences. But repeating his viſits often, — 2 
his joy to find me in good health, aſking whether 


were now ſettled for life, adding that he intended a 


voyage to the Eaſt-Indies in two months ; at laſt he 
plainly invited me, though with ſome apologies, to 


be ſurgeon of the ſhip ; that I ſhould have another 
ſurgeon under me, beſides our two mates; that my 
ſalary ſhould be double to ; wag wy 1 z and that 
having experienced my knowledge in fea-affairs to be 
at leaf equal to his, he would enter into any engage- 
ment to follow my advice, as much as if I had 


in the command. 


He faid fo many other 2 things, and I knew 


him to be ſo honeſt a man, that I could not reje bis 


propoſal ; the thirſt I had of ſeeing the world, not- 


withſtanding my paſt misfortunes, continuing as vio- 
lent as ever. "The onl 


y difficulty that remained, was 


to perſuade my wife, whoſe conſent however I at laſt 
obtained, by the proſpect of advantage ſhe propoſed 
to her children. | 

| We ſet out the 5th day of Auguſt, 1706, and 
arrived at Fort St. George the 11th of April, 1707. We 
ſtayed there three weeks to refreſh our crew, many of 
whom were fick. From thence we went to Tonquin, 
where the captain reſolved to continue ſume time, be- 
caufe many of the goods he intended to buy were not 
ready, nor could he expect to be diſpatched in ſeveral 
months. Therefore, in hopes to defray ſome of the 
charges he muſt be at, he bought a floop, loaded it 


quinefe uſually trade to the neighbouring iſlands, and 
putting fourteen men on board, whereof three were 


of the country, he appointed me maſter of the floop, 
and gave me power to traffic, while he tranſacted his 


affairs at Tonquin. DOE 

We had not failed above three days, when, a great 
ſtorm ariſing, we were driven five days to the north- 
north-eaſt, and then to the eaſt ; after which we had 
tair weather, but ftill with a pretty ſtrong gale from 
tie weft. Upon the tenth day we were chaced by 
two pyrates, who ſ;on overtouk us; for my ſloop 


with ſeveral forts of goods, wherewith the Ton- 


E. 


\ 
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ſo laden, that ſhe failed very flow, neither were 
N 

We were boarded about the _ 7 

who entered furiouſly at ea i 
3 upon our faces (for 
ſol gave order) they pinioned us with ſtrong ropes, 
and, ſetting a guard upon us, went to fearch the 
8 them a Dutchman, who ſeemed 
to be of ſome authority, though he was not com- 


mander of either ſhip. He knew us by our counte- 
nances to be Engliſhmen, and jabbering to us in his 


own language, fwore we ſhould be tied back to back, 


and thrown into the fea. I ſpoke Dutch tolerably 
well; I told him who we were, and begged him in 


conſideration of our being chriſtians and proteſtants, 


of neighbouring countries in ſtrict alliance, that he 


would move the captains to take ſome pity on us. 
This inflamed his rage, he repeated his threatenings, 
and turning to his companions, ſpoke with great ve- 
hemence in the Japaneſe language, as I ſuppoſe, 


often uſing the word chriffiancs. 


The largeſt of the two pyrate ſhips was commanded 
by a Japaneſe captain, who ſpoke a little Dutch, but 
very imperfectly. He came up to me, and after ſeveral 
queſtions, which I anſwered in great humility, he faid 

we ſhould not die. I made the captain a v 

bow, and then turning to the Dutchman faid, I was 

ſorry to find more mercy in an heathen, than in a 
brother chriſtian. But I had ſoon reaſon to repent 
thoſe fooliſh words : for this malicious reprobate, 


having often endeavoured in vain to perſuade both 


the captains that I might be thrown into the ſea 


(which they would not yield to after the promiſe 


made me that I ſhould not die) however prevailed fo 
far as to have a puniſhment inflicted on me, worſe, in 
all human appearance, than death itſelf. My men 
were fent by an equal diviſion into both the pyrate 
ſhips, and my floop rew manned. As to myſelf, it 
was determined that I ſhould be ſet a-drift in a ſmall 
canoe, with paddles and a fail, and four days pro- 
viſions, which laſt the Japaneſe captain was fo kind 

| ? to | 
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to double out of his own ſtores, and would permit no 
man to ſearch me. I got down into the canoe, while 
the Duichman ftanding upon the deck loaded me 
with all the curſes and injurious terms his language 
could afford. 4 
About an hour before we ſaw the pyrates I had 
taken an obſervation, and found we were in the 
latitude of 46 N. and of longitude 185 When ! 
was at ſome diſtance from the pyrates, I diſcovered 
by wy pocket-glaſs ſeveral iſlands to the ſouth-eaſt. 
J ſet up my fail, the wind being fair, with a deſign to 
reach the neareſt cf thoſe iſlands, which I made a 
ſhift to do in about three hours. It was all rocky, 
however I got many birds eggs, and ſtriking fire I 
 kindled ſome heath and dry ſea-weed, by which J 
roaſted my eggs. I eat no other ſupper, being re- 
folved to ſpare my proviſions as much as I could. 
L paſſed the night under the ſhelter of a rock, ſtrewing 
ſome heath under me, and flept pretty well. | 
The next day I failed to another ifland, and thence | 
to a third and fourth, ſometimes uſing my fail, and 
ſometimes my paddles. But, not to trouble the reader 
with a particular account of my diftrefs, let it ſuffice, 
that on the fifth day I arrived at the laſt iſland in my 
_ fight, which lay ſouth-fouth-eaft to the former. 
This ifland was at a greater diſtance than I ex- 
ed, and I did not reach it in leſs than five hours. 
 T encompaſſed it almcſt round, before I could find a 
convenient place to land in, which was a ſmall creek 
about three times the wideneſs of my canoe. I found 
the iſland to be all rocky, only a little intermingled 
with tufts of graſs, and ſweet N herbs. I 
took out my fmall proviſions, and after having re- 
treſhed myſelf, I fecured the remainder in a cave, 
wherecf there were great numbers. I gatbems pow. 
ty of eggs upon the rocks, and got a quantity of dry 
ſea-weed, and parched graſs, which I defigned to 
kindle the next day, * roaſt my eggs as well as 
I cculd (for I had about me my flint, ſteel, match, | 
and burnirg-gzlafs.) I lay all night in the cave where 
I had lodged my proviſions. My bed was the fame 
Fry graſs and fea-weed which I intended for 18. 
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I little, for the diſquiets of my mind pre- 

_— my wearineſs, and kept me awake. I 

confidered how impoſſible it was to preſerve my life in 

ſo deſolate a place, and how miferable my end muſt 
be. Yet found myſelf fo liffle!s and deſponding, 
that I had not the heart to rife; and before I could 
get ſpirits enough to creep out of my cave, the day 
wasfar advanced. I walked awhile among the rocks, 
the ſky was perfectly clear, and the fun fo het, that 
I was ferced to turn my face from it: when all on a 
ſudden it became obſcure, as I thought, in a manner 
very different from what happens by the interpcſitign 
of a cloud. I turned back, and perceived a vaſt 
opake body between me and the fun, moving for- 
wards towards the iſland : it ſeemed to be about two 
miles high, and hid the fun fix cr ſeven minutes, but 
did not obſerve the air to be much colder, or the 
ky mere darkened, than if I had ſtood under the 
| ſhade of a mountain. As it approached nearer over 
the place where I was, it appeared to be a firm ſub- 
ſtance, the bottom flat, ſinooth, and ihining very 
bright from the reflection of the fea below. I ſtood 
upon a height about two hundred yards from the 

thore, and faw this vaſt body deſcending almoſt to a 

parallel with me at leſs than an Eoglich mile dif- 

tance. I took out my pocket perſpective, and could 
plainly diſcover numbers of people moving up and 
don the ſides of it, which appeared to be tloping ; 

but, what thofe people were doing, I was not able 
to diſtinguiſh. | \ 

I he natural love of life gave me ſome inward mo- 
tions of joy, and | was ready to entertain a hope, that 
this adventure might ſome way or other help to deli- 

ver me from the deſolate place and condition I was in. 
But at the fame time the reader can hardly conceive 

my aſtoniſliment, to behold an iſland in the air, inha- 
bited by men, who were able (as it thould ſeem) to 
raiſe or fink, or put it into a progreſſive motion, as they 
pleaſed. But not being at that time in a diſpoſition | 
to philoſophiſe upon this phanomencn, I ratker choſe 
to obſerve what courſe the iſland would take, be- 
cauſe it ſeemed for awhile to ſtand ſtill. Vet foon 
G5 ofte; 
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after it advanced —_—_ _—_— 
it with ſeveral gradations cries, 
and ftairs at certain intervals to deſcend from one to 
the other. In the loweſt gallery I beheld ſome 
ple fiſhing with long argling rods, and others looking 
on. I waved my cap (for my hat was long fince worn 
out) and my handkerchief towards the iſland ; and 
upon its nearer appreach I called and ſhouted with 
the utmoſt ſtrength of my voice; and then, looking 
circumſpectly, I debeld a crowd gathered to that 
ſide which was moſt in my view. I found by their 
pointing towards me and to each other, that they 
_ plainly difcovered me, although they made no return to 
my ſhouting. But I could fee four or five men running 
in great baſte vp the ſtairs to the top of the ifland, who 
then c:fappeared. I happened rightly to conjecture, 
that theſe were ſent for orders to fome perſon in au- 
therity upon this occaſion. _ 
The rumber cf people encreaſed, and in lefs than 
half an hour che iſtard was moved and raiſed in ſuch 
a manner, that the loweſt gallery appeared in a pa- 
rallel of leſs than an hundred yards diftance from the 
height where Iftocd. I then put myſelf into the moſt 
ſupplicating pcſtures, and fpoke ir the humbleſt ac- 
cent, but received no aniwer. Thoſe, who ſtood 
neareſt over-againſt me, ſeemed to be perſons of 
diſtiyction, as I ſuppeſed by their habit. They con- 
ferted earneſtly with each other, looking often upon 
me. At length one of them called out in a clear, 
polite, ſmooth dlalect, not unlike in ſound to the 
kalian, and therefore I returned an anfwer in that 
language, hcping at leaſt, that the cadence might be 
more agreeable to his ears. Although neither of us 
uncerftood the other, yet my meaning was eafiiy 
known, for the people ſaw the diſtreſs I was in. 
They made figns for me to come down from the 
rock, and go towards the ſhore, which I accordingly 
did; and the flying iſland being raifed to a conve- 
nient height, the verge directly over me, a chain was 
let down from the loweſt gallery with a feat faſtened 
to the bottom, to which I fixed myſelf, and was drawn 
up by pullics. e 
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bladder was a ſmall quantity of dried 
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The humours and diſpoſitions of the Laputians deſcribed. 


An account 
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men. 


T my alighting I was ſurrounded with a crowd 
of people, but thoſe who ſtood neareſt ſeemed 
to be of better quality. They beheld me with all the 


was I much in their debt; having never till then feen 
a race of mortals ſo ſingular in their ſhapes, habits, 
and countenances. Their heads were all reclined 

either to the right or the left; one of their eyes 
turned inward, and the other directly up to the 
Their outward garments were adorned 
with the figures of ſuns, moons, and ſtars, interwo- 
ven with thoſe of fiddles, flutes, harps, trumpets, 


guittars, harpſicords, and many other inſtruments of 
muſic unknown to us in Europe. I obſerved here and 
there many in the habit of fer 
| bladder faftened like a flayl to the end of a ſhort 


ants with a blown 


ſtick, which they carried in their hands. In each 
e, or little 
3 (as I was afterwards informed.) With theſe 

ladders they now and then flapped the mouths and 
ears of thoſe who fto2d near them, of which practice 
could not then conceive the meaning. It ſeems the 
minds of theſe people are fo taken up with intenſe 
ſpeculations, that they neither can ſpeak, nor attend 
to the diſcourſes of others, without being rouſed by 
ſome exterral taction upon tlie organs of ſpeech and 
hearing : fer which reaſon thoſe perſons, who are 
able to afford it, always keep a fapper (ihe original 


s cli ne nole) in their family, as one of their domeſtics, 


nor ever walk abroad or make viſits without him. And 
| ES | the 
r this deſcription the author intended to ridicule thoſe who. 
waſte life in ſpeculative ſcience, the powers of whoſe minds are as. 
ablurdly employed as the eyes of the Laputians. Eawteſ. 
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the buſineſs of os ws =, gen two, three, or 
more perſons are in company, gently to ſtrike with his 
bladder the mouth of 222 is to ſpeak, and the 
right ear of him or them to whom the ſpeaker ad- 
dreſſeth himſelf. This fapper is likewiſe employed 
diligently to attend his maſter in his walks, and 
upon occaſion to give him a ſoft flap on his eyes, be- 
cauſe he is always ſo wrapped up in cogitation, that he 
is in manifeſt 42 of falling down every precipice, 
and bouncing his head againſt every pcſt ; and in the 


ſtreets of juſtling others, or being juſtled himſelf 


into the kennel. | | 
It was neceſſary to give the reader this information, 
without which he would be at the fame loſs with me 


to underſtand the proceedings of theſe people, as 
they conducted me up the ſtairs to the top of the 


iſland, and from thence to the royal palace. While 
we were aſcending, = forgot ſeveral times what 
they were about, and left me to myſelf, till their me- 
mories were again rouſed by their fappers ; for they 
appeared altogether unmoved by the fight of my 
foreign habit and countenance, and by the ſhouts cf 
the vulgar, whoſe thoughts and minds were more dif- 
engazed. 5 


At laſt we entered the palace, and proceeded into 


the chamber of preſence, where I ſaw the king ſeated 


on his throne, attended on each fide by perſons of 
prime quality. Before the throne was a large table 


| filled with globes and ſpheres, and mathematical in- 
ſtruments of all kinds. His majeſty took not the leaſt 


notice us, although our entrance was rot without 
ſufficient noiſe by the concourſe of all perſons belong- 


ing to the court. Buthe was then deep in a problem, 
and we attended at leaſt an hour, before he could 
folve it. There ſtood by him on each fide a young 


page with flaps in their hands, and when they faw he 


was at leiſure, one of them gently ſtruck his mouth, 
and the other bis right ear; at which he ſtarted like 

one awaked on the ſudden, and locking towards me 
and the company I was in, recolleQed the occaſion of 


eur coming, Whereof he had been informed before. 


He ſpoke ſome words, whereupon immediately a 
5 young 
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underſtanding. The king, as far as 


the 18 perſon, did me the honour to dine with 
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young man with a flap came up to my fide, and flapt 
me gently on the right ear, but I made as well 
as I could, that I had no occaſion for an inſtru- 
ment; which, as I afterwards found, gave his ma- 
jeſty and the whole court a very mean opinion of my 
could con- 
jecture, aſked me ſeveral queſtions, and I addreſſed 
myſelf to him in all the languages I had. When it 
was found, that I could neither underſtand, nor be 
underſtood, I was conducted by his order to an apart- 
ment in his palace, (this prince being diſtinguiſhed 
above all his predeceſſors for his hoſpitality to ſtran- 
gers) where two ſervants were appointed to attend 


me. My dinner was brought, and four perſons of 


quality, whom I remembered to have ſeen very near 


me. We had two courſes of three diſhes each. In 
the firſt courſe there was a ſhoulder of mutton cut 
into an equilateral triangle, a piece of beef into a 
rhomboides, and a pudding into a cycloid. The ſe- 
cord courſe was two ducks truſſed up into the form of 
fiddles ; ſauſages and puddings reſembling flutes and 


| haut-boys, and a breaſt of veal in the ſhape of a 


harp. The ſervants cut cur bread into cones, 
cylinders, parallelo;rams, and ſeveral other mathe- 
matical figures. h 3 

While we were at dinner, I made bold to aſk the 
names of ſeveral things in their language, and thoſe 
noble perſons by the aſſiſtance of their flappers delight- 
ed to give me anſwers, hoping to raife my admira- 
tion cf their great abilities, if I could be brought to 
converſe with them. I was ſoon able to call for bread 
and drink, or whatever elſe I wanted. 

After dinner my company withdrew, and a perſon 


was ſent to me by the king's order attended by a 


Flapper. He brought with him pen, ink, and paper, 
and three or four books, giving me to underſtand by 
figns, that he was ſent to teach me the language. We 
fat together four hours, in which time I wrote down a 
great number of werds in columns with the tranſlations 


over againſt them; I likewiſe made a ſhift to learn ſe- 


veral 
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ſho. en cnces. For my tutor would order one (i 
my ſervants to fetch ſomething, to tury about, to 
make 2 bow, to fit, or to ſtand, or walk, and the 
like. Then I took dawa the ſentence in writing. He 


ſhewed me alſo in one of his books the figures of the 


fun, mocn, and ftars, the zodiac, the tropics, and 
polar circles, together with the denominations of 
 maay figures of planes and folids. He gave me the 
names and deſcriptions of all the muſical inſtruments, 
and the general terms of art in playing on each of 
them. After he had left me, I placed all my words 
with their interpretations in alphabetical crder : And 
thus in a few days, by the help of a very faithful me- 
mory, I got ſome inſight into their language. | 
The word, which J interpret the flying or floating 
un is in the original Laputa, whereot I could never 
- the true etymology. Lap in the old obſolete 
language ſignifieth high, and wntrh a governor, from 
which they fay by corruption was derived Laputa, 
from Lapuntuh. But I do not approve of this deriva- 
tion, which ſeems to be a little ftrained. I ventured 
to offer to the learned among them a conjecture of 


my cwn, that Laputa was guaft lap onted ;, lap figni- 


tying properly the dancing of the fun-beams in the 
fea, and outed a wing, which however I ſhall not ob- 
trude, but ſubmit to the judicious reader. 

Thoſe to whom the king had entruſted me, ob- 
ſerving how ill I was clad, ordered a taylor to come 
next morning, and take meaſure for a fwit of cloaths. 
This operator did his oſſice after a different manner 
from iheſe of his trade in Europe. He firſt took my 
altitude by a quadrant, and then with rule and com- 
paſſes deſcribed the dimenſions and out-lines of my 
whole body, all which he entered upon paper; and 
in fix days brought my cloaths very ill made, and 
quite out of ſhape, by happening to miſtake a figure 
in the calculation. But my comfort was, that I ob- 
Cerved fuch accicents very frequent, and little re- 
garded. | RE 

During my confinement for want of cloaths, and 
an indiip« ficion that held me ſome days longer, I m 
enlarged my dictionary; and when I vent next to 


| 
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court was able to underſtand many things the king 


ſpoke, and to return him ſome kind of anfwers. His 
majefty bad given orders, that the iſland ſhould move 
north-eaſt and by eaſt to the vertical point over La- 
gado, the metropolis of the whole kingdom below 
upon the firm earth. It was about ninety leagues 
diftant, and our voyage laſted four davs and an half. 


I was not in the leaſt ſenſible of the progreFve mo- 
tion made in the air by the iſland. On the ſecond 


morning about eleven o'clock the king himſelf in per- 
fon attended by his nobility, courtiers and officers 
having prepared all their muſical inftruments, played 
on them for three hours without intermiſſion, fo that 
T was quite ſtunned with the noife : neither could I 
bly gueſs the meaning, til! my tutor informed me. 
e faid, that the le of their iſland had their ears 
adapted to hear he St of the ſpheres, which al- 
ways played at certain periods, and the court was 
row prepared to bear their part, in whatever inſtru- 
ment they moſt excelled. | 
In our jcurney towards Lagado, the capital city, 


his Majeſty ordered that the ifſard ſhould ftop over 
certain towns and villages, from whence he might re- 


cerve the petitions of his ſubjects. And to this pur- 
poſe ſeveral packthreads were let down with ſmal 
weights at the bottom. On theſe packthreads the 
people ſtrung their petitions, which mounted up di- 
reQly, like the fcraps of paper faſtened by ſchool- 
boys at the end of the ſtring that holds their kite. 


Sometimes we received wine and victuals from below, 


which were drawn up by pullies. | 
The knowledge I had in mathematics gave me great 
aſſiſtance ir acquiring their phraſeology, which de- 
pended much upon that ſcience and muſic; and in 
the latter I was not urſkilled. Their ideas are per- 
petually con verſant in lir es and figures. If they would 
for example praiſe the beauty of a woman, or any 
other animal, tbey deſcribe it by rhombs, circles, 


parallelograms, ellipſes, and other geometrical terms, 
or by words of art drawn from muſic, needleſs here 


to repeat. TI obſerved in the king's kitchen all forts 
of mathematical and muſical inſtruments, after the 
5 figures 

i 
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of which they cut up the joints that were 
ſerved to his majeſty's table. : 0 

Their houſes are very ill built, the walls bevil, 
without one right-angle in any apartment ; and this 
defect arifeth from the contempt they bear to practi- 


chanic, thoſe inſtructions they give being too refined 
for the intellectuals of their workmen, which cccafi- 
ons perpetual miſtakes. And although they are dex- 


cal geometry, which they deſpiſe as vulgar and me- 


trous enough upon a piece of paper in the manage- 


ment of the rule, the pencil, and the divider, yet in 


the common actions and behaviour of life J have not 
ſeen a more clumſy, aukward, and unhandy people, 
nor ſo flow and perplexed in their conceptions upon 


all other ſubjects, except thoſe of mathematics and 


muſic. They are very bad reaſoners, and vehemently 


given to oppoſition, unlefs when they happen to be 
of the right opinion, which is ſeldom their cafe. Ima- 
gination, fancy, and invention they are wholly ſtrang- 
ers to, nor have any words in their language, by 


of their thoughts and minds being ſhut up with- 
in the two forementioned ſciences. : 
Moſt of them, and eſpecially thoſe who deal in the 


aſtronomical part, have great faith in judicial aftrolo- 


2 although they are aſhamed to own it publicly. 
ut what I chiefly admired, and thought altogether 
unaccountable, was the ſtrong diſpoſition I obſerved 


in them towards news and politics, perpetually e- 
quiring into public affairs, giving their judgments in 


matters of ſtate, and paſſionately diſputing every inch 


of a party opinion. I have indeed obſerved the fame 


diſpoſition among moſt of the mathematicians I have 
known in Europe ; although I could never diſcover 
the leaſt analogy between the two ſciences ; unleſs 


_ thoſe people ſuppoſe, that becauſe the ſmalleſt circle 


hath as many degrees as the largeſt, therefore the re- 
gulation and management of the worid require no more 
abilities, than the handling and turning of a globe: 
but I rather take this quality to ſpring from a very 
common infirmity of kuman nature, inclining us to be 
meſt curious and conceited in matters where we have 


which thoſe ideas can be expreſſed; the whole com- 


| 


IS i BE O. 


fett the reſt of mortals. Their appr 
from ſeveral changes they dread in the celeſtial bo- 
dies. For inſtance, that the earth by the continual 


fromthe ſun, carry 
fand and feurteen miles long; through which if the 
earth ſhould 
fand miles from the nucleus, or main b 
met, it muſt in its paſſage be ſet on fire, and 


out any nutriment to upp'y them, 
_ Wholly conſumed and annihi 

tended with the deſtruction of this earth and of all 
the planets that receive their light from it v. 
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leaſt concern, and for which we are leaſt adapted ei- 
ther by ſtudy or nature. 5 : 

Theſe people are under continual diſquietudes, ne- 
ver enjoying a minute”s peace of mind; and their dif- 
turbances proceed from cauſes, which very little af- 
ehenſions ariſe 


zes of the ſun towards it muſt in courſe of 
time be abſorbed, or ſwallowed up. That the face 
of the fun will by degrees be encruſted with its own 
efffuvia, and give no more light to the world. That 


5 the earth very narrowly eſcaped a bruſh from the tail 


of the laſt comet, which would have infallibly reduc- 
ed it to aſhes ; and that the next, which they have 
calculated for one and thirty years hence, will proba- 
bly deſtroy vs. For, if in ns peribelion it ſhould ap- 
proach within a certain degree of the fun (as by their 


calculations they have reaſon to dread) it will receive 
na degree of heat ten thouſand times more intenſe, 


than that of red hot glowing iroy ; and in its abſence 
a blazing tail ten hundred thou- 


paſs at the diſtance of one hundred thou- 
of the co- 


to aſhes. That the fun, daily ſpending its rays with- 
| = will at laſt be 
lated ; which muſt be at- 


ey are ſo perpetually alarmed with the appre 


= 
henſions of theſe, and the like impending dangers, 


that they can neither fleep quietly in their beds, nor 
have any reliſh for the common pleaſures or amuſe- 
ments of life. When they meet an acquaintance in 
the morning, the firſt queſtion is about the ſun's health, 
how he looked at his ſetting and riſing, and what 


* hopes they have to avoid the ſtroke of the appreaching 


| comet. 
All theſe were 
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comet. This converſation they are apt to run into 

with the ſame temper, that boys diſcover in delight- 

ing to hear terrible ſtories of ſpirits and hobgoblins ; 

5 and dare not go to bed 
ear. | 

The women of the iſland have abundance of viva- 

City ; they contemn their huſbands, and are exceed- 


ſiderable number the continent below attending 
at court, either upon affairs 6f the ſłveral towns 

corporations, or their own particular occaſions, but 
are much defpiſed, becauſe they want the fame en- 
dowments. Among theſe the ladies chuſe their gal- 
lants : but the vexation is, that they act with too 
much eaſe and ſecurity, for the huſband is always fo 


wrapt in ſpeculation, that the miſtreſs and lover may 


__ to the teſt familiarities before his 2 
but provided with paper and implements, 
without his fapper at his fe. 

The wives and daughters lament their confinement 
to the ifſand, although I think it the moſt delicious 


| ſpot of ground in the world: and although they live 
here in the greateſt plenty and magnificence, and are 
allowed to do whatever they pleaſe, they long to fee 


the world, and take the diverſions of the metropolis, 
which they are not allowed to do without a particu- 


lar licence from the king; and this is not eaſy to be 


obtained, becauſe the people of quality have found by 


frequent experience, how hard it is to perſuade their 


women to return from below. I was told, that a 


great court lady, who had ſeveral children, is marri- 
ed to the prime miniſter, the richeſt ſubje& in the | 


kingdom, a very graceful perſon, extremely fond of 


her, and lives in the fineſt palace of the ifland, went | 
down to Lagado on the pretence of health, there hid 
herſelf for ſeveral months, till the king ſent a warrant | 
to fearch for her, and ſhe was found in an obfcure |, 
eating-houſe all in rags, havieg pawned her cloaths \ 
to maintain an cld deformed ſoatman, who beat ber 


every day, and in whoſe company ſhe was taken riuch 
againſt her will. Ar d although her huſband received 
ber with all poſſible kindneſs, and without the leaſt 
reproach, 


ingly fond of ſtrangers, whereof there is always « con- 
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| had been, but confined his queſtions to the ſtate of 


8 


I Defired leave of this prince 
| grant, and ordered my tutor to attend me. 
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aps So Gon ar expe to ſteal down again 


her jewels to the ſame gallant, and hath not 


been heard of fince. 
This may perhaps paſs with the reader rather for 


an European or Englith ftory, than for one of a coun- 


try ſo remote. But he may pleaſe to conſider, that 
caprices of women-kind are not- limited by any 
climate or nation, and that they are much more uni- 
form than can be eaſily imagined. | = 
In about a month's time, I had made a tolerable 
— in their language, and was able to an- 
moſt of the king's queſtions, when I had the ho- 
nour to attend him. His majeſty diſcovered not the 
leaſt curioſity to enquire into the laws, government, 
hiſtory, religion, or. manners of the countries where I 


mathematics, and received the account I gave him 
with great contempt and indifference, though often 


rouſed by his fapper on each fide. 
"CHAP. 


of the iſland, which he was graciouſly pl 


wanted to know, to what cauſe in art or in nature it 
owed its ſeveral motions, whereof I will now give a 


Philoſophical account to thereader. 


The flying or floating iſland is exactly circular, its 
diameter 7837 yards, or about four miles and an half, 
and conſequently contains ten thouſand acres. It is 
three hundred yards thick. The bottom, or under 
ſurface, which appears to thoſe who view it from be- 

w, is one even regular plate ef adamant, ſhooting 
up to the height of about two hundred yards. Above 
it lie the ſeveral mirerals in their uſual order, and 
over all is a coat of rich mould, ten or twelve feet 
deep. The declivity of the upper ſurface, from the 


- 
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_ circumference to the centre, is the natural cauſe why 
all the dews and rains, which fall upon the iſland, are 
_ conveyed in ſmall rivulets towards the middle, where 
they are emptied into four large baſons, each of about 
half a mile in circuit, and two hundred yards diſtant 


from the centre. From theſe baſons the water is con- 


tinually exhaled by the ſun in the day-time, which 


effeQtually prevents their overflowing. Beſides, as it 
is in the power of the monarch to raiſe the iſland above 
the region of clouds and vapours, he can prevent the 
falling of dews and rains whenever he pleaſes. For 
the higheſt clouds cannot riſe above two miles, as na- 
turaliſts agree, at leaft they were never known to do 
fo in that country. 


At the centre of the ifſand there is a chaſm about | 


fifty yards in diameter, from whence the aſtoromers 
deſcend into a large dome, which is therefore called 
ffandona gagnole, or the aftironomer's cave, fituated at 
the depth of a hundred yards beneath the upper fur- 
face of the adamant. In this cave are twenty lamps 
_ continually burning, which from the reflection of the 


_ adamant, caſt a ſtrong light into every part. The place 


is ſtored with great varity of ſextants, quadrants, te- 


leſcopes, aſtrolabes, and other aſtronomical inftru- | 


ments. But the greateſt curioſity, upon which the 


fate of the iſland depends, is a loacſtone of a prodi- 
gious ſize, in ſhape reſembling a weaver's ſhuttle. It 


is in length fix yards, and in the thickeſt part at 


leaſt three yards over. This magnet is fuſtained by a 


very ſtrong axle of adamant paſting threugh its mid- 
dle, upon which it plays, and is poiſed ſo exaQly, 


tkat the weakeſt kand car turn it. It is hooped round | 


| 


with an hollow cylinder of adamant, four feet deep, 
as mary thick, and twelve yards in diameter, placed 
horizontally, and ſupported by eight adamantine feet, 
each fix yards high. In the middle of the concave 
fide there is a groove twelve inches deep, in which 
the extremities of the axle are lodged, and turned 
round as there is occaſion. | 


The ſtone cannot be moved from its place by any | 
force, becauſe the hoop and its feet are ore continued | 


— 
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piece with that body of adamant, which conftitutes 


tze bottom of the iſland. 


By means of this load-ſtone the iſland is made to 
riſe and fall, and move from one place to another. 
For, with reſpect to that part of the earth over which 
the monarch preſides, the ſtone is endued at one of 
its ſides with an attractive power, and at the other 
with a repulſive. Upon placing the magnet erect, with 
irs attracting end towards the earth, the iſland de- 
ſcends; but when the repelling extremity points down=- 

wards, the iſland mounts directly upwards. When 
the poſition of the ſtone is oblique, the motion of the 
iſland is ſo too: for in this magnet the forces always 
act in lines parallel to its direction. | 


By this oblique motion the iſland is conv to 


different parts of the monarch's dominions. To ex- 
plain the manner of its progreſs, let 4B repreſent a 
line drawn acroſs the dominions of Balnibarb1, let the 
Une cd repreſent the load-ſtone, of which let 4 be 
the repelling end, and c the attracting end, the iſland 
being ever C; let the ſtone be placed in the poſition 
cd, with its repelling end downwards; then the 
fAand will be driven upwards obliquely towards D. 
When it is arrived at D. let the ſtone be turned 
its ale till its attracting end points towards E, and 
then the iſland will be carried obliquely towards E; 
where if the ſtone be again turned upon its axle till 
it ſtands in the poſition EF, with its repelling point 
downward, the iſland will riſe obliquely towards F, 
where, by direCing the attracting end towards G, the 
iſland may be carried to E, and from G to H by turn- 
ing the ſtone, ſo as to make its repelling extremity 
point directly downward. And thus, by changing the 
| fitvation of the ſtone as often as there is occafion, the 
iſland is made to riſe and fall by turns in an oblique 
direction, and by thoſe alternate rifings and fallings 
(the obliquity being not conſiderable) is conveyed 
from one part of the dominions to the ther. 
But it muſt be obſerved, that this iſland cannot 
move beyord the extent of the dominions below, nor 
can it rite above the height of four miles. For which 
the aſtronomers (who have written large ſyſtems con- 
cerning 
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cerning the ſtone) aſſign the following reafon : that 
the magnetic virtue does not extend beyond the dif- 
tance of four miles, and that the mineral, which acts 
upon the ſtone in the bowels of the earth, and in the 
ſea about fix leagues diftant from the ſhore, is rot 
diffuſed through the whole globe, but terminated 
with the limits of the king's dominions ; ard it was 
eaſy, from the great advantage of fuch a ſuperior fi- 
tuation, for a prince to bring under his obedience 
whatever country lay within the attraction of that 
magnet. oi och > 
When the ſtone is put parallel to the plane of the 
horizon, the iſland ftandeth ftill ; fer in that cafe the 
extremities of it, being at equal diſtance from the 
earth, act with equal force, the one in drawing dowr- 
wards, the other in puſhing upwards, and conſe- 
quently no motion can enſue. 4 

This load-ſtone is under the care of certain aftrono- 
mers, who from time to time give it ſuch pefitions as 
the monarch direts. They ſpend the greateſt part 


of their lives in obſerving the celeſtial bodies, which 


they do by the aſſiſtance of glaſſes far excelling curs 
in goodneſs. For, although their largeſt teleſcopes _ 


do not exceed three feet, they magnity muck mere 


than thoſe of an hundred with us, and ſhew the ſtars 
with greater clearneſs. This advantage hath enabled 
them to extend their diſcoveries much farther than 
dur aſtronomers in Europe; for they have made a ca- 
talogue of ten thouſand fixed ſtars, whereas the 
largeſt of ours do not contain above one third part of 
that number. They have likewiſe diſcovered two | 
leſſer ſtars, or ſatellites, which revolve about Mars, 
whereof the innermoſt is diſtant from the centre of the 
primary planet exactly three of his diameters, and 
the outermoſt, five ; the former revolves in the ſpace 
of ten hours, and the latter in twenty-one and an 
half; ſo that the ſquares of their periodical times are 
very near in the ſame proportion with the cubes of 
their diſtance from the cenire of Mars, which evi- 
dently ſhews them to be governed by the fame law of 
gravitation, that influences the other heavenly do 
* They 


| _ the kings of this country have been always averſe 
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They have obſerved ninety-three different comets, 


and ſettled their periods with great exactneſs. If this 


be true (and they affirm it wiih great confidence) it 
is much to be wiſhed, that their obſervations were 
made public, whereby the theory of comets, which 
at 2 is very lame and defective, might be brought 
to the ſame perfection with the! other parts of aſtro- 


The king would be the moſt abſolute prince in the 
univerſe, it he could but prevail on a miniftry to join 
with him: but theſe, having their eſtates below on 

the continent, and conſidering that the office of a fa- 


- yourite hath a very uncertain tenure, would never 


conſent to the enflaving their country. 
If any town ſhould engage in rebellion or mutiny, 
fall into violent factions, or refuſe to pay the uſual 
tribute, the king hath two methods of reducing them 
to obedience. The fit and the mildeſt courſe is by 


 keepiag the ifland hovering over ſuch a town, and the 
| lands about it, whereby he can deprive them of the 


benefit of the fun and the rain, and conſequently af- 


flict the inhabitants with dearih and diſeaſes. And 
if the crime deſerve it, they are at the ſame time 
pelted from above with great ſtones, againſt which 
they have no defence but by creeping into cellars, or 


caves, while the roofs of their houſes are beaten to 
pieces. But if they ſtill continue obftinate, or offer 


to raiſe inſurrections, he proceeds to the laſt remedy 
dy _— the iſland drop directly upon their heads, 


which makes an univerſal deſtructian both of houſes 


and men. However this is an extremity to which the 


prince is ſeldom driven, neither indeed is he willin 
to put it in execution, nor dare his miniſters adviſe 
him to an action, which as it would render them odi- 
ous to the people, fo it would be a great damage to 
their own eftates, which lie all below, for the ifland 
is the king's demeſne. 5 | | 
But there is ſtill indeed a more weighty reaſon, why 


from executing ſo terrible an action, unleſs upon the 


| utmoſt neceſſity. For if the town intended to be de- 


firozed ſhould have in it any tall rocks, as it generally 


* 
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falls out in the larger cities, a fituation pr | 


choſen at firſt with a view to prevent ſuch a cataſtrophe, | 
a 


or if it abound in high ſpires, or of ſtone, 

ſudden fall might endanger the bottom or under fur. 
face of the iſland, which, although it confiſt, as ] 
have faid, of one intire adamant, two hundred | 
thick, might happen to crack by too great a ſhock, 


or burſt by approaching too near the fires from the 


houſes below, as the backs both of iron and ſtone will 
often do in our chimnies. Of all this the people are 
well appriſed, and underſtand how far to carry their 
obſtinacy, where their liberty or property is concern- 
ed. And the king, when he is higheſt provoked, and 


moſt determined to preſs a city to rubbiſh, orders the | 


iſland to defcend with great gentleneſs out of a 
tence of tenderneſs to his people ; but indeed for 
fear of breaking the adamantine bottom ; in which 


caſe, it is the opinion of all their philoſophers, that 


the load-ſtone could no longer hold it up, and the 
whole maſs would fall to the ground. 

By a fundamental law of this realm neither the 
| Ling, nor either of his two elder ſons, are permitted 
to le 


ave the iſland, nor the queen, till ſhe is paſt 


| child-bearing. 
CHA P. Iv. 


The author leaves Laputa, is conveyed ts Balnibardi, -. 


rives at the metropolis. A deſcription of the metropolis, 
and the country adjoining. The author hoſpitably re- 


AER I cannot ſay that I was ill- treated 
in this iſland, yet I muſt confeſs I thought my- 
ſelf too much neglected, not without ſome degree of 
contempt. For neither prince nor people appeared to 
de curious in any part of knowledge, except mathe- 
matics and muſic, wherein I was far their inferior, 
and upon that account very little regarded. _ 

On the other ſide, after having ſeen all the curioſi- 
ties of the iſland, I was very defirous to leave it, be- 


* * 


ing 


ceived by a great lord. His converſation with that | 


I 
| 
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r 


s paſt 


here; by which at laſt I rendered myſelf 


| knowledge in their language; I was weary 


THEE 


_ poſition in the mathematics. He was pleaſed to ſhew 
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ing heartily weary of thoſe people. They were in- 
422 in two ſciences, for which I have great 
eſteem, and wherein I am not unverſed, but at the 


fame time ſo abſtracted and involved in ſpeculation, 


that I never met with ſuch difagreeable companions. 
I converſed only with women, tradeſmen, k 
and court-pages, during two months of my abode 
contemptible ; yet thefe were the only people, from 
whom I could ever receive a reaſonable anſwer. | 
I had obtained by hard ſtudy a good degree of 
bein 
confined to an iſland, where I received fo little — 
tenance, and reſolved to leave it with the firſt op- 
There was a great lard at court, nearly related to 
the king, and tor that reafon alone, utcd with re- 
ſpect. He was univerſally reckoned the moſt ignorant 
and ſtupid perfon among them. He had performed 
many eminent ſervices ſor the crown, had great na- 
tural and acquired parts, adorned with integrity and 
honour, but fo ill an ear for muſic, that his detraQors 
reported he had been often known to beat time in the 
wrong place; neither could his tutors without extreme 
difficulty teach him to demonſtrate the moſt eafy 


me many marks of favour, often did me the honour 

of a viſit, defired to be informed in the affairs of Eu- 

rope, the laws and cuſtoms, the manners and learn- 

ing of the ſeveral countries where I had travelled. He 
d to me with great attention, and made y 


wiſe obſervations on all I ſpoke. He had two flappers 


attending kim for ftate, but never made uſe of them, 
except at court and in viſits of ceremony, and would 
always command them to withdraw, when we were 
alone together. | FE | 
Lentreated ihis illuſtrious perſon to intercede in my 
behalf wi.ih his majety for leave to depart, which 
he accordingly did, as he was plea fed to tell me with 
regret : for indeed he had made me ſeveral offers 


very advantageous, which however | reſuſed with ex- 


prefſions of the higheſt acknowlegement. 5 
Vo I. IV. 1 ä On 
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On the 16th of February I took leave of his majeſty 
and the court. The king made we 1 ' 
value of about two hundred pounds 3 | 
protector, his kinſmay, as much more, tog 9 
a letter of recommendation to a friend of ＋ in La- 
gado, the metropolis : the ifland being then hovering 
over a mountain about two miles from it, I was lt 
down from the loweſt gallery, in the fame manner as 
I had been taken up. | 
The continent, * it is ſubject to the monarch h 
of the flying ifland, AL Gs eneral name of 
Balnibarbi ; and the metropolis faid before, is 
called La -M, felt ſome little — in ſind- 
ing myſelf on firm ground. I walked to the city with- 
out any concern, being clad like one of the natives, 
and ſufficiently inſtructed to converſe with them. 
ſoon found out the perſon's houſe, to whom I was re- 
—— preſented my letter from his friend the | 
in the ifland, and was received with much 
neſs. This great lord, whoſe name was Munodi, 
ordered me an apartment in his own houſe, where [ 
continued during my ſtay, and was entertained in a 
moſt hoſpitable manner. | 
The next morning after my kad he took me in 
his chariot to ſee the town, which is about half the | 
bigneſs of London, but the houſes very ſtrangely 
| built, and moſt of them out of repair. The people in | 
the ſtreets walked faſt, looked wild, their eyes fixed, 
and were generally in rags. We paſſed through one 
of the town gates, and went about three miles into 
the country, where I faw many labourers working 
with ſeveral forts of tools in the ground, but was not 
able to conjecture what they were about; neither did | 
I obſerve any expectation cither of corn or graſs, al- 
though the toil appeared to be excellent. I could not 
forbear admiring at thefe odd appearances both in 
town and country ; and I made bold to defire my con- 
ductor, that he v Quid be pleaſed to explain to me, 
what could he meant by to many buſy beads, hands, 
and faces both in the ftrects and the fields, becauſe I |! 
did not diſcover any good effects they produced; but 
on the contrary, Þ never knew a toil to unhappily cul- | 


tivated. | 
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tivated, houſes ſo ill contrived and fo ruinous, or a 


people whoſe countenances and habit expreſſed ſo 
much miſery and want. | 


This lord Munodi was a perſon of the firſt rank, and 
had been ſome years governor of Lagado ; but by 
2 cabal of miniſters was diſcharged for inſufficiency. 

However, the king treated him with tenderneſs, as 
a well-meaning man, but of a low contemptible un- 
derſtanding. 5 | 

When I gave that free cenſure of the country and 
its inhabitants, he made no further anfwer, than by 


telling me, that I had not been long enough among 
them to form a judgment; and that the different na- 
tions of the world kad different cuſtoms ; with other 
common topics to the fame purpoſe. But, when 


we returned to his palace, he aſked me how I liked 


the building, what abfurdities I obfervc, and what 


quarrel I had with the drels or looks of h., domeſtics. 


This he might fafely do 5 becaufe every Ling about 
him was magnificent, regular, and polite. I anſwer- 


ed, that his excellency's prudence, quality, and for- 


' tune, had exempted him from thoſe deſects, which 
y and beggary had produced in others. He faid, 
” 


would go with him to his country-houſe about 
twenty miles diſtant, where h seſtate lay, there would 


be more leiſure for this kind of converſation. I told 


his excellency, that I was entirely at his diſpoſal ; and 
accordingly we ſet out next morning. 

During our journey he made me obſerve the ſeveral 
methods ufed by farmers in managing their lands; 
which to me were wholly unaccountable ; for except 
in ſome very few places I could not difcover one ear 
of corn, or blade of graſs. But in three hours tra- 
yelling the ſcene was wholly altered ; we came into a 
moſt beautiful country; farmer's houſes at ſmall diſ- 
tances neatly built, the fields enclofed, containing 


vineyards, corn-grounds, and meadows. Neither do 


I remember to have ſeen a more delightful proſpect. 
His excellency obſerved my countenance to clear up; 
he told me with a ſigh, that there his eſtate began, 
and would continue the fame, till we ſhonld come to 
his houte That his count rymen ridiculed and de- 

| | H 2 ſpited 
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iſed bim for managing his affairs no better, and for | 
etting fo ill an example to the kingdom, which how. | 


ever was followed by very few, ſuch as were old, and 


wilful, and weak like himfelf. 


We came at length to the houſe, which was indeed 


2 noble ſtructure, built according to the beſt rules of 

ancient architecture. The fountains, gardens, walks, 
avenues, and groves, were all difpoſed with exatt 

judgment and taſte. I gave due praifes to 


thing I ſaw, whereof his excellency took not the leak | 
notice till after ſupper ; when, there being no third 


he told me with a very melancholy air, 


that he doubted he muſt throw down his houſes in 


town and country to rebuild them after the preſent 
mode, deftroy all his plantations, and caſt others into 


ſuch a form as modern uſage required, and give the 


fame directions to all his tenants, unleſs he would 


ſubmit to incur the cenfure of pride, fingularity, a- 
ſectation, ignorance, caprice, and perhaps encreaſe 


his majeſty's diſpleaſure. | 
That the admiration I appeared to be under, would 


ceaſe or diminiſh, when he had informed me of ſome 


_ particulars, which probably I never heard of at court, 
the people there being too much taken up in their 


own ſpeculations to kave regard to what paffed here | 


below. | | 

The ſum of his diſcourſe was to this effect: that 
about foriy years ago certain perſons went up to La- 
puta, either upon buſineſs or diverſion, and after five 
months continuance came back with a very little ſmat- 


tering in mathematics, but full of volatile ou ace | 
wred in that airy region. Thar theſe pertors upon 
their return began to diſlike the management of every | 


thing below, and fell into ſchemes of putting all arts, 
ſciences, languages, and mectanics upon a new foot. 
To this end they procured a royal patent for ereRing 


an academy of projectors in Lage do; and the humcur 
prevaited ſo ſtrongly among the people, that there is 


not a town of any confeyuerce in the kingdem with- 
out fuch an academy. In theſe colleges the profeſſors 
comrive new rules and methods of agriculture ard 


building, 
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about three miles diſtant, of which he gave me this 
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building, and new inftruments and tools for all trades 
and manufactures, whereby, as they undertake one 


in a week of materials ſo durable, as to 
without repairing. All the fruits of the earth ſhall 
come to maturity at whatever ſeaſon we think fit to 
chuſe, — increaſe an hundred fold more than they 


2 at — with innumerable other —w/E 
o 


inconvenience is, that 


are ** brought to perfection; and in the 
bare time the whole country lies miſerably waſte, 


the houſes in ruins, and the oye food or 


, driven —_ on b 


: that as for himſelf, being not an en 
8 go on in 8 
they did 
That ſome 


6 and act as 
kid in ev | 


had done Fog $a but were looked on with an eye 
of con and ill-will, as enemies to the art, igno- 
rant, and il commonwealth's men, preferring their own 


: eaſe and floth before the general improvement of their 


country. 
His lordſhip added, that he would not 


| ther particulars, prevent the pleaſure 1 1 


tainly take in viewing the d academy, whither 
he was reſolved I ſhould go. He only defired me to 
obſerve a ruined building upon the fide of a mountain 


account: that he had a very convenient mill within 
half a mile of his houſe, turned by a current from a 
large river, and ſufficient for his own family as well 
as a great number of his tenants. That about ſeven 
years ago, a club of thoſe projectors came to him 
with propoſals to this mill, and build another 
on the fide of that mountain, on on the long ridge where- 
of a long canal muſt be cut for a repoſitory of water, 
to be conveyed up by pipes e = 
mill: becaufe the wind and air upon a hei "br ao 

tated the water, and thereby made it fitter 
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down a dechi. | 
e current of x 


on: and becauſe the water ang 
vity, would turn the mill with halt 1 

river, whoſe courſe is more upon a level. He faid, 
that being 
preſſed by many of bis friends, be complied with the 
propoſal ; and after employing an hundred men for 
two years the work miſcarried, the projectors went 
off, laying the blame entirely upon 
him ever 


equal diſappointment. 


In a few days we came back to town, and his ex- | 


cellency confidering the bad charaQter he bad in the 


academy would not go with me hunfelf, but recom- 

mended me to a friend of his to bear me company ' 
epreſent me as a 
great admirer of projects, and a perſon of much cy- 
rioſity, and eaſy belief, which indeed was not with- 
out truth; for I had myſelf been a fort of projector 


thither. My lord was pleaſed to r 


in my younger days. 
cH A P. vs, 


The author permitted to ſee the grand academy of Lagado. 


The academy largely deſcribed. The arts wherein the 
Profeſſors employ themſelves. 


: FR academy is not an entire fingle building, | 


but a continuation of fevers] houſes on both 


fices of a fleet, which growing waſte was purchaſed, 
and applied to that uſe. 5 


| was 


© However wild the deſcription of the fing illand and the mas- 


ners and various projects of the philoſophers ot Lagado may appear, | 


yet it is a real picture embelliſhed with much latent wit and humour. 
It is a fatire upon thoſe aſtronomers and mathematicians who have fo 
entirely dedicated their time to the planets, that they have been 

careleſs of their family and country, and have been chiefly anxious 
about the oeconomy and welfare of the upper worlds. But if we 
conſider Swift's romance in a ſerious light, we ſhall find him of 
opinion, that thoſe determinations in philoſophy which at preſent 
fem to the moſt knowing men to be perfectly well founded and un- 


then not very well with the court, and 


im, railing at 
e, and putting others upon the fame ex- 
periment with equal affurance of ſucceſs, as well as 


[ 
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and ſinged in ſeveral places. His cloaths, 


Feet irt 


begging from all who go to fee them. 


and caprice of men, than either from the unreaſonable or the ill- 
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[ was received very kindly by the warden, and 
went for many days to the academy. Every room 
hath in it one or more projeQtors ; and | believe I 


could not be in fewer than five hundred rooms. 


The firſt man I ſaw was of a meagre aſpect, with 
footy hands and face, his hair and beard long, ragged 
irt, an 
ſkin, were all of the fame colour. He ou been 

ight years upon a project for extracting fun beams 
— cucumbers, which were to be put into vials 
hermetically ſealed, and let out to warm the air in 


raw inclement ſummers. He told me, he did not 


doubt, that in eight years more he ſhould be able to 
ſupply the governor's gardens with ſunſhine at a rea- 
ſonable rate; but he complained that his ſtock was 
low, and entreated me to give him fomething as an 
encouragement to ingenuity, eſpecially fince this had 
been a very dear ſeaſon for cucumbers. I made him 
a ſmall preſent, for my lord had furniſhed me with 

y on purpoſe, becauſe he knew their practice of 


founded concluſions of the philoſophy itſelf. The reaſonings of 
ſome philoſophers have undoubtedly better foundation than thoſe of 
others: but I am of opinion, (and Swift ſeems to be in the ſame 
way of thinking), that the moſt applauded philoſophy hitherto ex- 
tant, has not fully, clearly, and certainly explained many difficul- 


ties in the phænomena of nature. I am induced to believe, that 


God may have abſolutely denied us the perfect knowledge of many 
points in philoſophy, fo that we ſhall never arrive at that perfection 
however certain we may ſuppoſe ourſelves of having attained to it 
alrcady. Upon the whole we may ſay with Tully, Omnibus in 
rebus, et maxime in phyſicis, quid non fit citius quam quid fit, duxeri 


This note in general ſeems to be a teſtimony of his lordſhip's ap- 
PRO. but it is not eaſy to diſcover what in particular is meant 

the word real, ſince every picture is a real picture, whether it be 
copied from nature or fancy; and indeed it is equally difficult to 
conceive how a picture of any kind can be embelliſhed with that 
which is hidden. Hawke. 
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I went into another chamber, but was ready 
haſten back, being almoſt overcome with a horrible 
| Rink. My conductor preſſed me forward, conjuring 

me in a whiſper to give no offence, which would be 
highly reſented, and therefore I durſt not ſo much ag 
ſtop my noſe. The projeCor of this cell was the moſt 
ancien e his face and beard 

were of a pale yellow; bis hands and cloaths dawb- 


= 


it receives | 
from tbe gall, making ale, and fcum- ' 
ming off the Saliva. weekly a 
from the ſociety, of a veſſel filled with human ordure 
about the bigneſs of a Briſtol barrel. | 
IT faw another at work to calcine ice into > | 
der, who likewiſe ſhewed me a treatiſe he had writ= | 
ten pages \ oy malleability of fire, which he in- 


_ tended to pub £ Be | 
There was a meſt ingenious architect, who had 
_ contrived a new method for building houſes by begin- 
ning at the roof, and working downwards to the foun- | | 
dation, which he juſtified to me by the like practice 
of thoſe two prudent inſects the bee and the ſpider. 
There was a man born blind, who had ſeveral ap- 
prentices in his own condition: their employment was 
to mix colours for painters, which their maſter tau 
them to Giftinguiſh by feeling and ſmelling. It was in- 
deed my misfortune to find - at that time not very 
perfect in their leſſons, and the profeſſor himſelf hap- 
pened to be generally miſtaken. This artiſt is much | 
encouraged and eſteemed by the whole fraternity. | 
In another apartment I was bighly pleaſed with a | 
projeftox, who had found a device of plowing the 
ground with hogs to fave the charges of ploughs, cat- | 
_ tle, and labour. The method is this: in an acre of 
ground you bury at fix inches diſtance and eight deep 
n quantity of acorns, dates, cheſnuts, and _ 
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maſt or vegetables, whereof theſe animals are fond- 
eſt: then you drive ſix hundred or more of them into 
the field, where in a few days 
whole 


they will root up the 
und in ſearch of their food, and make it fit 
for ſowing, at the ſame time „ it with their 

it is true, upon experiment they found the charge 
— de very great, and they had little or no crop. 
However, it is not doubted that this invention may 


be capable of great improvement. 


I went into another room, where the walls and 


cieling were all hung round with cobwebs, except a 


narrow paſſage for the artiſt to go in and out. At my 
entrance he called aloud to me not to diſturb his webs. 
He lamented the fatal miſtake the world had been fo 
long in of ufing filk-worms, while we had ſuch plenty 
of domeſtic infects who irfinitely excelled the former, 
becauſe they underſtood how to weave as well as ſpin. 
And he propoſed farther, that by employing ſpiders 
the charge of dying fiiks ſhould be wholly ſaved ; 
whereof I was fully convinced, when he thewed me 
2 vaſt number of flies moſt beautifully coloured, where- 
with he fed his ſpiders, aſſuring us that the webs 


' would take a tincture from them; ard as he had them 


of all bues, he heped to fit every body's fancy, as toon 


as he could find proper fœod for the flies, of certain 


2 oils, and other glutinous matter to give a 
ength and confiſtence to the threads. 
There was an aſtronomer, who had undertaken to 


place a ſun-dial upon the great wenther-cock on the 


town-houſe, by adjuſting the annual and diurnal me- 


tions of the earth and fun, ſo as to anſwer and coin- 
_ cide with all accidental turniags of the wind. 


E was complaini2s of a ſmall fit ct the cholic, upon 
which my conductor led me into a room where a great 
Phyſician reſided, who was famous for curing that diſ- 
eaſe by contrary operations from the fame inſtrument. 
He had a large pair of bellows with a long flznder 
muzzle of ivory: this he conveyed eight inches up 
the anus, and drawing in the Wine he affirmed he 
could make the guts as lavk as a dried bladder. But 
when the diſeaſe was more ſtubborn and violent, he 
let in the muzzle while the beilows were full of wind, 

Hs; e which 
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which he diſcharged into the body of the patient; 
then withdrew the inſtrument to repleniſh it, clapping 
his thumb ſtrongly againſt the orifice of the funda- 
ment; and this being repeated three or four times, 


| tze adventitious wind would ruſh cut, bringing the 


noxious along with it (like water put into a pump) 
and the patient recover. I ſaw him try both experi- 
ments 
from the former. After the latter the animal was 


ready to burit, and made fo violent a diſcharge, as 


was very offenſive to me and my companions. The dog 
died on the 
to recover him by the ſame operation. 


I viſited many other apartments, but ſhall not trouble | 
my reader with all the curiofities I obſerved, being | 


ſtudious of brevity. | 

I bad hitherto ſeen only one fide of the academy, 

the other being appropriated to the advancers of ſpe- 

 culative leaming, of whom I thall fay fomething when! 
have mentioned one illuſtrious perſon more, who is called 


among them the univerſal artiff. He told us, be had | 
been thirty years empleying his thoughts for the im- 


ovement of human life. He had two large rooms 


I of wonderful curicſities, ard fiſty men at work. 


Some were condenſing air into a dry tangible ſubſtance 
by extracting the nitre, and letting the aqueous or 
fluid particles percolate; others ſoftening marble for 
_ pillows and pincuſhions; others petriſying the hoofs 
of a living horſe to 
The artift himſelf was at that time buſy 


was by a certain compoſition of gums, minerals, and 


vegetables,. outwardly applied to prevent the growth | 


of wool upcn two young lambs; and he hoped ina 
reaſonable tune to propagate the breed of naked theep 
all over the kingdom. 


We croſſed a walk to the other part of the academy, 
where as I have already ſaid the projectors in ſpecu- | 


lative learning reſided, 


2 


upon a dog, but could not diſcern any effect 


ſpot and we left the doctor endeavouring | 


preſerve them from foundering. | 
n two | 
great deſigns; the firſt to ſow land with chaff, where- | 
in he affirmed the true ſeminal virtue to be contained, | 
as he demonſtrated by ſeveral experiments, which I | 
was not ſkilful enough to comprehend. The other | 
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The firſt 


eſſor I ſaw was in a very large room 
with forty — After ſalutation, obſerv- 
ing me to upon a frame, which took up 
the greateſt part of both the length and breadth of the 


room, he ſaid perhaps I might wonder to fee him em- 


in a project for improving ſpeculative knowledge 
by adn wv mechanicat operations. But the world 
would ſoon be ſenſible of its uſefulneſs ; and he flat- 
tered himſelf, that a more noble exalted thought never 
ſprang in any other man's head. Every one knew, 
how laborious the uſual method is of attaining to arts 
and ſciences; whereas by his contrivance the moſt 5 | 
norant perſon at a reafonable charge and with a litt | 
bodily labour might write books in philotophy, poetry, 


politics, law, mathematics, and theology, without 


the leaſt aſſiſtance from genius or ſtudy. He then led 
me to the frame, about the fides whereof all his pu- 
ils ſtood in ranks. It was twenty feet ſquare, placed 
in the middle of the room. The ſuper ficies was cm- 
poſed of ſeveral bits of wood about the bigneſs of a 
dye, but ſome larger than others. They were all 
linked together by flender wires. Theſe bits of wocd 
were covered on every ſquare with paper paſted cn 
them; and on theſe papers were written all the worcs 
of their language in their ſeveral moods, tenſes, and 


declenſions; but without any order. The prefeſſ r 


then defired me to obſerve ;; fer he was going to fet 


his engine at work. The pupils at his commard tock 
cach of them hold of an iron handle, whereof there 


were forty fixed round the edges of the frame; aid: 
£iving them a fudden turn, the whole diſpoſition of 


the words was intirely changed. He then commanded 


nx and thirty of the lads to read the ſeveral lines ſoft- 


Iv, as they appeared upon the frame; and where they 


tound three or four words together, that might make 
part of a ſentence, they dictated to the four remain- 
ing boys, who were ſcribes. This work was repeated 


_ three or four times, and at every turn the eng ne was 
o contrived that the words ſhifted into new places, as 


the ſquare bits of wood moved vpſid e down.. 
Six hours a day the young ſtudents were employed 


ia this labour, and the profeſſor ſhewed' me icvera! 


vclunmes 
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He aſſured me, that this invention had 
his thoughts from his youth ; that he had ied the 
whole vocabulary into his frame, and made the ſtrict- 
eſt computation of the general proportion there is in 
books between the numbers of particles, rouns, and 
verbs, and other parts of ſpeech *. 

I made my humbleſt acknowlegement to this illuſtri- 
ous perſon for his great communicativeneſs, and pro- 
miſed, if ever I had the good fortune to return to my 
native country, that I weuld do him juſtice, as the 
ſole inventor of this wonderful machine; the form and 
contrivance of which I defired leave to delineate 
paper, as in the figure here arnexed. I told him, al- 


though it were the cuſtom of our learned in Europe to [ 


ſteal inventions from each other, who had thereby at 


leaſt this advantage, that it became a 2 Lo 


which was the right owner; yet I would take { 
Caution, that he 
out a rival. ; : 
We next went to the ſchool of languages, where 
three profeſſors ſat in conſultation upon improving 
that of their own country. Rs | 
The firſt project was to ſhorten diſcourſe by cutting 
_ polyfyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and par- 
. ticiples ; becauſe in reality all things imaginable are 


uld have the honour intire with- 
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"I 
and ly contributes to the thorening | 
lives. An expedient was therefore offered, that 


venient for all men to carry about them ſuch inge as 


ſervants to attend bim. I have often beheld two 


ments in his pockets and under his —— 


dite this art, is full of all things ready at hand requi- 
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= lining all words whatſoever ; and this was 


a great 


ſome 


words are only names for things, it would be more con- | 


ly have taken place, to the great eaſe as well as health 
of the ſubject, if the women in conjunction with the 
vulgar and illiterate had not threatened to raife a re- 
bellion, unleſs they might be allowed the liberty to 
youu with their tongues after the manner of thei 

efathers ; ſuch conſtant irreconcileable enemies to 
ſcience are the common people. However, many of 
the moſt learned and wiſe adkere to the new ſcheme 
of expreſſing themſelves by things: which hath 
this inconvenience attending it, that if a man's bu 
neſs be very great and of various kinds, he _ 
obliged in proportion to carry a greater bundle of things 
— bs dt, unleſs he can afford one or tuo ſtron 


thoſe ſages almoſt finking under the weight of their 


packs, like pedlars among us; who, when they met 


in the ſtreets, would lay down their loads, open their 


. ſacks, and hold converſation for an hour together; 


then put up their implements, help each other to re- 
ſume their burthens, and take their leave. 
But for ſhort converſations a man may carry imple- 


ly him; and in his houſe he cannot be at a 
erefore the room where company meet who prac- 


fite 


the language, the dialect of which is naturally harſh, and 
that harſhneſt is ſtill increaſed by improper contractions. As Swift 
was ſcrupulouſly exact in the pronunciation of his own tongue, not 
the leaft improper ever eſcaped his cenſure. And I re- 
member to have ſeen in manuſcript a dictionary of hard words, com- 
poſes by ham for the uſe of his female ſenate, Orrery. | 


| "» 
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ſite to furniſh matter for this kind of artificial con- 
Another 
N oe a 


great advantage propoſed by this invention 
to 


be underſtood in all civilized nations, whoſe goods and 
_ utenſils are generally of the ſame kind, or nearly re- 


ſembling, ſo that their uſes might eafily be 


hended. And thus ambaſſadors would be qualified to 
treat with foreign princes, or miniſters of ſtate, to | 


ers. 


whoſe tongues they were utter 


ſtrang 
I was at the mathematical ſchool, where the maſter | 
—_— his pupils after a method ſcarce imaginable to 


2 The propoſition and demonſtration were 
fairly written on a thin wafer with ink fed of a 


cephalic tincture. This the ſtudent was to ſwallow 


upon a faſting ſtomach, and for three days following 
eat nothing but bread and water. As the wafer di- 
geited, the tinQture mounted to his brain, bearing the 
* along with it. But the fucceſs bath not 


itherto been antwerable, partly by ſome error in the | 


_ quantum or compoſition, and partly by the perverſe- 
neſs of lads; to whom this holus is fo nauſeous, 


that they enerally ſteal aſide and diſcharge it up- f 


| wards, before it can operate ; neither have they been- 


yer perſuaded to ule to long an abitinence as the pre- * 


ſcription games. 
c H „„ 


1 further account of the academy. The 3 propojes | 


ſome improvements, which are honourably received. 


T* the ſchcol of political projectors 1 was but ill 
| & entertained; the profeſſors appearing in my judg- 


ment wholly out ot their lenſes; which is a ſcene, 


that 


* This clapter is fall of ſeverity and fative. Sometimes it is ex- 
erted againſt the legiſlative power; ſometimes againſt particular po- 
liticians ; ſometimes againſt women; and ſometimes it degenerates 
into filth. True humour ought to be kept up with decency and dig- 
S Deſcriptions, that 

thock our delicacy, c 


0 


8 g. FFII 
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' that never fails to make me melancholy. "Theſe un- 
| happy were g ſchemes for perſuading 
to chuſe favourites upon the ſcore of their 
wiſdom, capacity, and virtue ; of teaching miniſters 
to conſult the public good ; of rewarding merit, great 
abilities, and eminent ſervices ; of inſtructing princes 
to know their true intereſt, by placing it on the ſame 
foundation with that of their people; of chuſing for 
employments perſons qualified to exerciſe them; with 
many other wild impoſſible chimzras, that never en- 
_ tered before into the heart of man to conceive ; and 
confirmed in me the old obſervation, that there is no- 
thing ſo extravagant and irrational, which ſome phi- 
loſophers have not maintained for truth. | l 
But however I ſhall fo far do juſtice to this part of 
the academy, as to acknowledge that all of them were 
not ſo viſionary. There was a moſt ingenious doctor, 
who ſeemed to be perfectly verſed in the whole na- 
ture and ſyſtem of government. This illuſtrious per- 
ſon had very uſefully employed his ſtudies in finding 
out effectual remedies for all diſeaſes and corruptions, 
to which the teveral kinds of public adminiſtration are 
ſubject by the vices er infirmities of thoſe who - 
vern, as well as by the licentiouſneſs of thoſe who 
are to obev. For inftance ; whereas all writers and 
reaſoners have agreed, that there is a ſtrict univerſal 
reſemblance between the natural and the political 
bocy; can there be anv thing more evident, than 
that the health of hoth muſt be preſerved and the diſ- 
eaſes cured by the fame preſcripi ions? It is allowed, 
that ſenates and great councils are often troubled 
with redundant, ebullient, and other peccant hu- 
mcurs; with many diſeaſes of the head, and more of 
the heart; with ſtrong convulſions, with grievous 
contractions of the nerves and finews in both hands, 
but 


not ſtay long enough to examine, whether wit, ſenſe, or * 
may be couched under ſuch odious appearances. I am ſorry to fay, 
that theſe ſort of deſcriptions, which are too often i 

all Swift's works, are ſeldom written with any other. 
view, or from any other motive, than a wild unbridled indulgence 
of his own humour and diſpoſition. Orrery- 


uu deliriums ; with ſcrephulous tumours full of 
purulent matter; with four frothy ructations 


| fides many others needleſs to mention. 
nate, certain phyſicians ſhould attend at the three 


firſt days of their fitting, and at the cloſe of each 
day's debate feel the pulſes of every ſenator ; after 


of cure, they ſhculd on the fourth day return to the 
ſenate-houſe, attended by their apothecaries ſtored 
with proper medicines ; and before the members fat, 
adminiſter to each of them lenitives, aperitives, ab- 


cephalalgics, icterics, apophlegmatics, acouſtics, as 
their ſeveral cates required; and acccrding as theſe 
medicines ſhould operate, repeat, alter, or omit them 
at the next meeting. | | 

This project could not be of any great expence to 


uſe for the diſpatch of buſineſs in thoſe countries, 
where fenates have any thare in the legiſlative pow- 
er; beget unaniany, ſhorten debates, open a few 


young, and correct the poſitiveneſs of the old; rouze 
the ſtupid, and damp the pert. 


Again ; becauſe it is a general complaint, that the 


favourites of princes are troubled with ſhort and 


weak memories; the fame doctor propoſed, that | 


whoever attended a firſt minifter, after having told 
his buſineſs witk the utmoſt brevity and m the Vlaineft 
words, ſhould at his departure give the ſaid miniſter 
a tweak by the noſe, or a kick in the belly, or tread 
on his corns, or lug him thrice by both ears, or run 2 
pin into his breech, or pinch his arm black and blue, 
to prevent forgetfulneſs: and at every levee day re- 


peat the ſame operation, till the buſineſs were done 


or abſolutely refufed. 
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| but eſpecially the right; with ſpleen, flatus, vert. | 


433 - $ 


with canine appetites, and crudeneſs of digeſtion, be- ; 
This dof | 
therefore propoſed, that upon the meeting of a ſe. 


which, having maturely confidered and confulted up- 
on the nature of the ſeveral maladies and the methods 


ſterſives, corroſives, reſtringents, palliatives, laxatives, '_ 


the public; and might in my poor opinion be of much 


Ee TS At BY 


mouths which are now cloſed, and clofe many mere 
which are now open; curb the petulancy of the 


F 
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He likewiſe directed, that every ſenator in the 
great council of a nation, after he delivered his 
inion, and argued in the defence of it, ſhould be 


obliged to give his vote directly contrary ; becauſe if 
_ that done, the reſult would infallibly terminate 


9 


of the public. 
parties in a ſtate are violent, he offered a 


thod is this: you take an hundred leaders of each 
party; diſpoſe them into couples of ſuch, whoſe 
Rn then let two nice opera- 


divided. * 22 pom = off be —— 8 
applying each to the h is rty-man. 
e ee 
actneſs, but the profeſſor hat if it were 
dext performed the cure would be infallible. 
For he argued thus ; that the two half brains bein 
left to debate the matter between s wi 


asr X | k 
in the heads of thoſe, who imagine they come into 
the world only to watch and govern its motion: and 
as to the difference of brains in quantity or quality, 
among thoſe who are directors in faction; the doctor 
aſſured us from his own knowledge, that it was a per- 
fe@ trifle. 5 3 
I heard a very warm debate between two proſeſ- 
ſors about the moſt commodious and effectual wa) 
and means of raiſing money without grieving the ſub- 
ject. The firſt aſſirmed, the juſteſt method would be 
to lay a certain tax upon vices and folly; and the ſum 
fired upon every man to be rated after the faireſt 
manner by a jury of bis neighbours. The fecond 
vas of an opinion directly contrary ; to tax thoſe qua- 
lities of body and mind, for which men chiefly value 
themſelves; the rate to be more or leſs according to 
the degrees of excelling ; the deciſion whereof ſhould 
de left intirely to their own breaſt. The higheſt tax 
vas upon men, who are the greateſt favourites of the 


is 
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but eſpecially the right; with fpleen, flatus, verti- 

and deliriums ; with —1— > full of 

id purulent matter; with ſour frothy ructations; 
with canine appetites, and crudeneſs of digeſtion, be- 
ſides many others needleſs to mention. This doctor 
therefore propoſed, that upon the meeting of a ſe- 
nate, certain phyſicians ſhould attend at the three 


firſt days of their fitting, and at the cloſe of each 


day's debate feel the pulſes of every ſenator ; after 
which, baving maturely conſidered and conſulted up- 
on the nature of the feveral maladies and the methods 
of cure, they ſhculd on the fourth day return to the 
| fenate-houſe, attended by their apothecaries ſtored 
with proper medicines ; and before the members far, 
adminiſter to each of them lenitives, aperitives, ab- 
ſterfives, corroſi ves, reftringents, palliatives, laxatives, 
cephalalgics, icterics, apophlegmatics, acovitics, as 
their ſeveral cates required; and accerding as theſe 
medicines ſhould operate, repeat, alter, or omit them 
at the next meeting. | 5 
This project could not he of any great expence to 
the public; and inigb in my poor opinion be of much 
uſe for the diſpatch of buſineſs in thoſe countries, 


where fenates have any hare in the legiflative po- 


er; beget unaniany, ſh:rten debates, open a few 
mouths which are now cloſed, and cloſe many mere 
which are now open; curb the petulancy of the 


young, and correct the poſitiveneſs of the old; rouze 


the itupid, and damp the pert. | 
Again; becauſe it is a general complaint, that the 
favourites of princes are troubled with ſhort and 


weak memories; the fame doctor propoſed, that 


_ whoever attended a firſt minifter, after having told 
his buſineſs witk the utmoſt brevity and in the laineſ 


words, ſhould at his departure give the ſaid minifter 
a tweak by the noſe, or a kick in the belly, or tread 
on his corns, or lug him thrice by both ears, or run a 

pin into bis breech, or pinch his arm black and blue, 
to prevent forgetfulneſs: and at every levee day re- 
peat the ſame operation, till the buſineſs were done 


He 


or abſolutely refuſed. 
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to lay a certain tax upon vices and folly; and the ſum 


manner 
| wasof an 
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eien, and argued in the defence of it, ſhould be 


obliged to give his vote directly contrary ; becauſe if 
1. , the reſult would infallibly terminate 


of the public. 
When ies in a ftate are violent, he offered a 
wonderful contrivance to reconcile them. The me- 


thod is this: you take an hundred leaders of each 
y ; you difpoſe them into ccuples of ſuch, whoſe 

CN fe cont of a ſize ; then let two nice opera 
off the occiput of each couple at the fame 
time in ſuch a manner, that the brain may be equally 
divided. — nſw Wy = off be pms. coy 
applying each to the is party-man. 
rr ſome ex- 
actneſs, but the profeſſor aſſureth us, that if it were 
dext the cure would be infallible. 
For he argued thus; that the two half brains being 
left to debate the matter between themſelves within 
the ſpace of one ſcull would ſoon come to a good un- 
derſtanding, and produce that moderation, as well 
as regularity of thinking, ſo much to be wiſhed for 
in the heads of thoſe, who imagine they come into 
the world cnly to watch and govern its motion: and 
as to the difference of brains in quantity or quality, 
among thoſe who are directors in faction; the doctor 
aſſured us from his own knowledge, that it was a per- 
fect trifle. | | | | 

T heard a very warm debate between two profeſ- 
ſors about the moſt commodious and effectua 3 
and means of raiſing money without grieving the ſub- 
jeQ. The firſt affirmed, the juſteft method would be 


fred upon every man to be rated after the faireſt 
by a jury of bis neighbours. The fecond 
I inion directly contrary ; to tax thoſe qua- 
ities of body and mind, for which men chiefly value 
themſelves; the rate to be more or leſs according to 
the degrees of excelling ; the deciſion whereof 

left intirely to their own breaſt. The higheſt tax 
was upon men, who are the greateſt favourites of the 
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Other ſex, and the aſſeſſments according to the num- 
ber and natures of the favours they have received; 
for which they are allowed to be their own vouchers. 
Wit, valour, and politeneſs were likewiſe propoſed to 
be largely taxed, and collected in the fame manner, 
by every perfon's giving his own word for the quan- 
tum of what he poſſeſſed. But as to honour, juſtice, 
wiſdom, and learning, they ſhould not be taxed at 
all ; becauſe they are qualifications of fo fingular a 
kind, that no man will either allow them in his 
neighbour, or value them in himſelf. | 
The women were propoſed to be taxed accordi 
to their beauty, and ſkill in dreſſing; wherein they h 
the fame privilege with the men, to be determined 
by their own judgment. But conſtancy, chaſtity, 


good ſenſe, and good nature were not rated, becauſe 


they would not Hear the charge of collecting. 

To keep ſenators in the intereſt of the crown it was 
propoſed, that the members ſhould raffle for m_— 
ments; every man firſt taking an oath, and giving ſe- 
curity, that he would vote for the court, whether he 


won or no; after which the loſers had in their turn 


the liberty of raffling upon the next vacancy. Thus 
hope and expectation would be kept alive; none 
would complain of broken promiſes, but impute their 


diſappointments wholly to fortune, whoſe ſhoulders | 5 


are broader and ſtronger than thoſe of a miniſtry. 
Another profeſſor ſh:wed me a large paper of in- 
ſtruions for diſcovering plots and conſpiracies againſt 


the government. He adviſed great ſtateſmen to exa- 
mine into the diet of all ſuſpected perſons ; their 


times of exiing ; upon which ſide they lay in bed; 


with which hand they wiped their poſteriors ; to take | 


a ſtrict view of their excrements, and from the colour, 


the odour, the taſte, the conſiſtence, the crudeneſs, | 
or maturity of digeſtion, form a judgment of their 
thoughts and deſigns. Becauſe men are never fo ſe- 
rious, thoughtful, and intent, as when they are at 


ſtool, which he found by frequent experiment : for 
in ſuch conjunctures, when he uſed merely as a trial 
to conſider which was the beſt way of murdering the 


king, his ordure would have a tincture of green; but 


4-8-1 YE f 
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quite | 
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ditions. He received my propoſition with 


Plots in that kingdom 


TEENY 


| 
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te different, when he thought only of raifing an in- 
— or burning the metropolis. 9 
The whole diſcourſe was written with great acute- 
neſs, containing many obſervations both curious and 
uſeful for politicians ; but, as I conceived, not alto- 
gether complete. This I ventured to tell the author, 
and offered if he pleaſed to fupply him with ſome ad- 
more com- 
nce, than is uſual among writers, ially thoſe 
of the projecting ſpecies ; profeſſing he would be 
glad to receive further information. 
I told him, that in the kingdom of Tribnia, by 
the natives called Langden, where I had ſojourned 


| ſome time in my travels, the bulk of the people con- 


fiſt in a manner wholly of diſcoverers, witneſſes, in- 
formers, accufers, proſecutors, evidences, ſwearers, 
ether with their ſeveral ſubſervient and ſubaltern 
— ts, all under the colours, the conduct, and 
pay of miniſters of ſtate and their deputies. The 
are uſually the workmanſhip of 
thoſe perſons who deſire to raiſe their own characters 
of profound politicians ; to reſtore new vigour to a 


crazy acminiftration ; to ſtifle or divert general diſ- 


contents; to fill their coffers with forfeitures; and 


| raiſe or fink the opinion of public credit, as either 
| ſhall beſt anſwer the 


eir private advantage. It is firſt 
agreed, and fetiled awong them, what fuſpected per 
ſons ſhall be accuſed of a plot: then, effectual care 
is taken to fecure all their letters and papers, and put 
the owners in chains. 
Theſe papers are delivered to a ſet of artiſts, very 
dexterous in finding out the myſterious meaning of 
words, ſyllables, and letters: 4 inſtance, they can 
diſcover a cloſeſtool to ſignify a privy- council; a flock 
of geeſe, a ſenate ; a lame dog *, an invader ; the 
plague, a ſtanding army; a buzzard, a prime miniſter; 
the gout, a high prieſt: a gibbet, a ſecretary of 


| ſtate; a chamber-pot, a committee of grandees; 2 


cve, a court-lady; a broom; a revolution; a 


mouſe-trap, an employment ; a bottomleſs pit, a 


treaſury ; 
© See the 2 
cheſter, State- Trials, Vol. VI. 22 ” * 
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treaſury ; a fink, a court; a cap and bells, a fa. 
vourite ; a broken reed, a court of ; ; an empty 
tun, a general ; a running ſore, the adminiſtration. 
When this method fails, they have two others more 
effectual, which the learned among them call acroſtics 
and anagrams. Firfl, they can decypher all initial 
letters into political meanings. Thus, M ſhall fignify 
a plot, B, a regiment of horſe, L, a fleet at ſea ; or, 
_— by tranſpoſing the letters of the alphabet in 
paper, they can lay open the 
__ of a diſcontented party. for example, If 
n to a friend, Our brother Tom has 
„ a ſkilful de erer would diſcover, 
JS. ſame letters, 3 that ſentence, 
may be analyſed into the following words, Refift, 
— plot is brought home——The Tour. And this 
1s the anagrammatic method. 
Mun of gf ed maggory TY 
e © tions, to 
EA | 
I faw nothing in this country, that could invite me 
2 
3 


CHAP. vn“. 
The author leaves La gado, n 12 


He takes a Voyage Glubduberid. 
ei be. " 


HE continent, of vl ich this kingdoms apart, 3 

extends itſelf, as I have reaſon to believe, calt- 
ward to that unknown tract of America weſtward of | 
California, and north to the Pacific ocean, which is 


— 27 ORG EE 
or why were we deprived of ſo noble > ſcene as — 2 . 
| yay tg wan Meg, 
in necromancy, had the power ng w 
from the dead. I have not time by this po to write 
thoughts upon a ſubject, which 1 confeſs awakened, 
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not above a hundred and fifty miles from Lagado ; 
where there is a 
the great iſland o — 
grees nort 


port, and much commerce with 
„ fituated to the north- 
latitude, and 140 longi- 
ggnagg ſtands ſouth-eaſtward 

gues diſtant. 


gene- 
rous preſent at my departure. 3 DE 
was without any accident or adventure 

_ worth relating. When I arrived at the port of Maldo- 
nada (for fo it is called) there was no ſhip in the 
harbour bound for Luggnagg, or like to be in ſome 


time. The town is about as large as Portſmouth. I 


ſoon fell into ſome acquaintance, and was very 
| hoſpitably received. A gentleman of diſtinction ſaid 
to me, that fince the ſhips bound for Luggnagg could 
not be ready in leſs than a month, it might be no dit- 
agreeable amuſement for me to take a trip to the 
little iſland of Glubdubdrib, about five leaugues off 
to the ſouth-weſt. He offered himſelf and a friend 
toaccompany me, and that I ſhould be provided with 
a ſmall convenient barque for the voyage. 45 
Glubdubdrib, as nearly as I can interpret the word, 
ifes the iſland of Sorcerers or Magicians, It is 
| about one third as large as the Ie of Wight, and ex- 
remely fruitful :; it is governed by the head of a cer- 
tain tribe, who are all magicians. This tribe marry 
only among each other, and the eldeft in ſucceſſion is 
prince or governcr. He bath a noble palace, and a 
park of about three thoufand acres, ſurrounded by a 
wall 


means ſatisfied my curioſity. I lamented to find ſo many illuftrious 
ghoſts vaniſh fo quickly and ſo abruptly from my fight, many of 
whom were of the brighteſt characters in hiſtory. In my next letter 
b hall endeavour to detain them a little longer in Leiceſter fields, 
than Swift ſuffered them to ſtay in the iNand of Surcerers, Orrery. 
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wall of hewn ſtone twenty feet high. In this park are 
_ ſeveral ſmall incloſures for cattle, corn, and garden- 


ing. 
he governor and his family are ſerved and attend- 


ed by domeſtics of a kind ſome what unuſual. By bis | 


| kill in negromancy he hath a power of calling whom 
be pleaſeth from the dead, and commanding their 
ſervice for twenty-four hours, but no longer ; nor 


can he call the fame perſons up again in leſs than three 


months, except upon very extraordinary occaſions. 
When we arrived at the and, which was about 


eleven in the morning, one of the gentlemen, who 


accompanied me, went to the governor, and deſired 
admittance for a ſtranger, who came on. to 
have the honour of attending on his highneſs. This 
was immediately granted, and we all three entered 
the gate of the palace, between two rows of guards 
armed and dreſſed after a very antic manner, and 
ſomething in their countenances that made my fleſh 
creep with a horror I cannot exprefs. We paſſed 
through ſeveral apartments between fervants of the 


fame ſort ranked on each fide, as before, till we came 


to the chamber of preſence, where, after three pro- 
found obeyſances and a few general queſtions, we 
were permitted to fit on three ſtools near the loweſt 
ſep of his highneſs's throne. He underſtood the lan- 
guage of Balnibarbi, although it were different from 
that of this iſland. He defired me to give him fome 
account of my travels; and, to let me fee that I 
ſhould be treated without ceremony, he diſmiſſed all 
his attendants with a turn of his finger, at which, 


to my great aſtoniſhment, they vaniſhed in an inſtant, 


like viſions in a dream, when we awake on a ſucden. 
I could not recover myſelf in ſome time, till the go- 


vernor affured me, that I ſhould receive vo hurt; and 


obſerving my two companions to be under no concern, 
who had been often entertained in the fawe manner, 
began to take courage, and related to his hi1ghne!s 
a ſhort kiſtory of my ſeveral adventures; vet not 
withcut ſome hefitation, and ſrequertly looking be- 
hind me to the place, where I had teen thefc de- 
meſtic ſpectres. I had the honour to dine with the 

| £6 VCcrnou, 


Patt: 22; 
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, where a new ſett of ſerved up the 


= t, and waited at table. I now obſerved myſelf 


to be leſs terrified, thar I had been in the morning. 
I ſtayed till ſun-ſet, but humbly defired his bigh 
— 


do excuſe me for not accepting his invitation 


» hb od oe My two friends and I lay at a 
private houſe in the town adjoining, which is the ca- 
pital of this little iſland ; and the next morning we 
returned to pay our duty to the governor, as he was 
pleaſed to command us. = 

After this manner we continued in the iſland for ten 


days, moſt part of every day with the governor, and 


at night in our lodging. I grew ſo familiarized 
to the fight of ſpirits, that after the third or fourth 
time they gave me no emotion at all; or if I had any 
apprehenſions left, my curioſity prevailed over them. 
For his highneſs the governor ordered me to call up 
whatever perſons I would chuſe to name, and in 
whatever numbers, among all the dead from the be- 


ginning of the world to the preſent time, and com- 
mand the 


m to anſwer any queſtions I ſhould think fit 


to aſk : with this condition, that my queſtions muſt be 


confined within the compaſs of the times they lived 
in. And one thing I might wy upon, that they 
would certainly tell me truth, for lying was a talent 

of no uſe in the lower world. I made my humble 
acknowledgements to his highneſs for ſo great a fa- 
vour . We were in a chamber, from whence there 
was a fair profpe@ into the park. And, becauſe 
my firſt inclination was to be entertained with ſcenes 
of pomp and magnificence, I defired to fee Alexander 


merly appeared. If theſe were his intentions, he has miſſed his aim; 
er at leaſt has been 


ſo far carried away by his diſpoſition to raillery, 
that the moral which ought to ariſe from ſuch a fable, is buried in 


1 whole figure immediately. Orrery. | 
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into the room: i ith great difficulty it. that I 
— 1 but little of my own, 
He affured me upon his honour, that be was not 


poiſoned, but died of a fever by exceffive drinking j. 


| Next 
Bog Great. 
a hair Greek 

- + poiſon,” 
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| It is evident, that Swift had conceived an abſolute diſguſt b 
Alexander, whoſe character he aims to deftroy, by touching it in 


Czfar to Alexander's ſepulchre at Alexandria, Upon 
the Emperor's arrival, the body of the Macedonian hero was found 


in its full dimenſions, but fo tender, notwithſtanding all the former 


imbalming, that Catar by touching only the noſe of it, defaced we 


In this paſſage there is a pecukar beauty, though it i d1 (c0\ 
| ed at an hafty view. The apperrance of Alexander with a victonous 
army immediately after the battle of Arbela produces only a diclus- 


tion that he died by d unkraneſs; thus inadequate and ridſt ulous in 
the eye of re:fon 13 the ultimate purpoic for which — win 
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flight a manner, that he puts me in mind of the viſit paid b) 


it is not diſcover- 
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command 
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Next I ſaw Hannibal paſſing the Alps, who told me, 


| he had not a drop of vinegar in his camp “. 


ompey at the head of their troops 


| | juſt ready to engage: IT faw the former in his laſt 


triumph. I deſired, that the ſenate of Rome 
appear before me in one large chamber, and a 

preſentative in counterview in another. 
1— to be = aſſembly of heroes and 


Vor. IV. 


I 
: 
; 
; 


deluged a nation with blood he gained no more than an 


tat 
ir 
Iſt: 


: 


16; 
7 


exceſſive drinking. And afterwards Hannibal paſſing the Alps, de- 

clared to him, that he had not a drop of vinegar in his camp. How 

ridiculous, how contemptible, are theſe plagues of the world, theſe 

the human race, when ftripped of their royalty and 

» as well 25 their ability to perpetrate any further miſchief ? 
Mrs ſala fatetur 

Ruantulz fint bominum cor puſcula. Juv, ſat. 10. 


Swift. 


966 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Penn 


demy-gods, the other a knot of pedlars, pick-pockets 
highwaymen, and bullies. — 


ſar and 


could eafily diſcover the moſt cenſun mate virtue, the 
greateſt intrepidity and firmneſs of mind, the trueſt 
love of his country ard general benevolence for man- 
kind, in every lincament of his counterance. I ob- 


ſerved with nuch pleaſure that theſe two perſors 


were in gocd intelligence with each other; ard Cz- 
ſar freely confeſſed to me, that the greateſt actions ef 
his own life were ct equal by many degrees, to 
the glory of — it away. I had the honeur to 
have much convertation with Brutus; ard was told, 


that his arceſter Jurius, Socrates, Epaminondas, Cato | 


the younger, Sir Thomas Mocre, ard himſelf were 


perpetually together: a ſea tum wirate, to which all the | 


ages. of the world cannot add a ſeventh *. 


maſter was become neceſſary ; and Pompey w 
reins of government, had not Czfar interpoſed. If tl 
tors had reſtored liberty to their country, their act had been com- 
_ pletely glorious, and would have ſhewed, that 
was degenerated. But if we may judge from the conſequences, He- 
ven diſapproved of the deed. A particular fate attended the conſpi- 
rators, not one of whom died a natural death. And even Brutus, 
perhaps recollecting in his laſt moments the benefits which he hat 
received from Cæſar, was in his thoughts of virtue, and 
imagining himſelf deceived by a ſhadow, broke out into a pathetical 
expreſſion, ſignifying, © that he had worſhipped virtue as 2 ſub- 


5 
Z 
; 


« ftance, and had found it only a ſhadow :** ſo that he ſeems o 
have wanted that fortitude of mind, which conſtantly attends true | 
virtue to the grave, This defect in the character of Brutus, is n 


improperly expreſſed in the famous gallery of the Great Duke of 
Tuſcany, where there is a very finc head of Brutus, begun by 


overnor at my requeſt gave the ſign for Cz- | 
us to advance towards us. I was ſtruck 
with a profound veneration at the ſight of Brutus, and 
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what vaſt numbers of illuſtrious perſons were 
hat infatiable deſire I had to 


| It would be tedious to trouble the reader with re- 
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eaſily to be 4. 


is too ſeverely critical, when 
ages of the world cannot furniſh out a 
produced men of virtue and abilities —_ 


reflection 


that the 
all the 
age has 


— 
creation, have been 


race of mankind, fince their firſt 


TE 
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The greateſt characters have been blended with 


— foul 


Poets and hiſtorians have ſingled out 


iin 


11 


which 
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the ſelf-conſ.iouſneſs of deſerving a rank among the 


Free _ 
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fee the world in every period of antiquity placed be- 
fore me. I chiefly fed my cyes with bebdidin the 
deſtroyers of tyrants and * and the 9 
of 


In this illuftrious ſextumvirate, Sorratun and Sir Thomas Moore 
undoubtedly deſerve the pre-eminence. The extravagant virtue of 


Jace Brutus is ſhocking to every parent, and = om— 


TERED 
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. their lives bs pings; and 
might ſo effeQtually have reclaimed their errors, as to 
them decome uſeful members of the common-wealth. 


5 


E 


| that if Dr. Swift had been a father, we ſhould 
found the name of Junius Brutus where it is now 

In Epaminondas the 'Theban glory firſt appeared, and 
on merit, in overcoming the greateſt difficulties 1 


11 5 
FN 


fame to others; but Epzminondas was intebied for hö Epe 
character, only to himſelf. 
1 un in ſome doubt, whether Cato the cenſor can fairly claim 
a rank — cnt. a group of ghoſts . He juſtly indeed 

| the luxury of the Romans, and he puniſhes their vices 
with an impartial ſeverity. Put herein he ſeems to have indulged 
his own natural temper, rather than to have acted abſolutely from 
a love of virtue. He was adeclared enemy to poetry, painting, and 
all the politer arts. He was proud, vain, and moroſe. But, a- 
dove all, he was fo extremely avaritious, that Rhadamanthus, in 
the Archbiſhop of Cambray's dialogues of the dead, after expreſ- 
ſing ſome regard to his merits, tells him, as he was an uſurer, 
he could not be admitted into the Elyfian fields; and therefore 
orders him to keep the gate as porter; in which ſituation, he 
might gratify the cenforiouſneſs of his diſpoſition, by examining 
every ghoſt that attempted to come into Elyſium, and by ſhutting 
the door againft all thoſe who were not qualified for 2Cmittance. | 
Rhadamanthus then gives him money, to pay Charon for ſuch 
paſſengers who were not able to pay for themſelves; and at the 
ſame time declares, that he will puniſh him as a robber, if he 
offers to lend out money upon ufiry. How very different are the 
ſentiments of Abp. Fenelon, and of Dr. Swift, in their judgment 
of Cato? The one thinks him unworthy of a place among mil- 
lions in Elyfium, while the other diſtinguiſhes him «among the 
greateſt men of antiquity. From this difſenfion of opinions may 
be traced, perhaps, the particular temper both of the Archbiſhop | 
and of the Dean; and from thence may be deduced the reaſon why 
the Cenſor was eflceemed by the latter, and condemned by the 
Yormer, Orrery. 

The ncble author finiſhes his remarks on this ſeventh chapter, 


by * that “ Gulliver, after having taken a trankent _ 


* This note of bis Lordſhip is an encomium on ale jay of 7 | 
enther, <ul o knew that — the Cen ſer ard Cate the yrunger were Oy 


different perjons, ard fer gies reofuns preferred the latter. nat 
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. and injured nations. But 


liberty to the oppreſſed 
f is impoiſible to expreſs the fatisfaQtion I received 


in my own mind, after ſuch a. manner as to make 
it a ſuitable entertainment to the reader. 


CHAP. vm. 


A further - account of Glubbdudbrib. Antient and mo- 
dern hiftory corrected. 17 


TAVING a deſire to fee thoſe ancients, who 
were 2 — wit _u 11 
tet apart one day on purpoſe. I propoſed that 
Homer and Ariftotle might appear at the head of 


« of numberleſs illuſt ious 
e the „ and gives him an 1 

« ter;” and then addreſſes his fon : Late, 
« you become a ghoſt! and when one, 
« Swift's ſextumvirate;z and is gh 


e which he has ſo arhitrarily excluded all future 
Gulliver has not excluded all future generati 


Gulliver, tired of heroes, changes the ſcene in this 8th chap- 
ter, and becomes curious to know the fituation of poets and philoſo - 
phers, who, in their turn, have as eagerly contended for fame, 


m Czfardid for power, or Brutus for liberty. He deſires, that 
Homer and Ariſtotic may make their appearance at the head of 
their comment itors. Homer,” ſays our traveller. was the 


© taller and comelier per on of the two; walk d very erect for 


© one of his age, and his eyes were the moſt quick and pier ing 
lever beheid . 


It is certain that Homer has rather gained, 
than loſt vigour by his years. Twenty-fix centuries have not un- 
braced his nerves, or given one wrinkle to his brow. And al- 
though Gulliver has beftowed upon him the additioral ornament 
of fine eyes, yet I am apt to think they made the figure of this 
divine old man leſs 2wtul: at leaft I am glad that he wanted his 
eye · ſicht while he lived; fince it is impoſſible not to conclude 
from the productions of Hom.r and Milkon, that the mind's eye 
becomes more intenſely diſcerning, when it is not interrupted by 
external objects. It is an old obſervation, that nou- 
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all their commentators ; but theſe were ſo 
that ſome hundreds were forced to attend in the court 
and outward rooms of the palace. I knew 


5 
1 


= 
different dreſſes which 
have been giv believe, find the 
motion of hi ; and would prefer his 
own fimple which our Engliſh bard 
has given hi 
Homer, 


: 


144 
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by Homer, and can only be ſuitable to their own confined 
Tney are not able to purſue him in his ſublime flights, 
pt therefore to bring him upon a level with themſelves. 
mechanical notions remind me of an abſurd provlem 
not 


neglected 
genius. 
and att 


7 


K 
4 


poſed by the famous Monf. Huet, whether the Iliad might 


be written upon vellum in ſo ſmall a hand, that the whole might | 
de contained within a nutſhell * This important queſtion is fd 
to have engag d the thought and attention of the French court, 


and gives us a true picture of a laborious, taſteleſs critic upon Ho- 


mer. The Dauphin and his train are for putting the Iliad into a nutſhell, 


when Alexander and his courtiers choſe the richeſt and moſt cu- 


— cabinet of Darius, as the only proper repoſitory for Homer's 


Homer and Ariſtotle were as oppoſite as poſſible in their cha- 


rafters : but Dr. Swift has placed them together, chiefly with 2 
view of ſhewing their commentators, in that juſt and ridiculous 


light in which thoſe ſcholiafls ought to appear. When an age is 


bleſſed with the productions of an uncommon genius, ſuch as re- 


ſembles Homer, it muſt in ſome meaſure be puniſhed by bad imi- 
rations and comments; in the ſame manner that you may hae 


_ obſerved the fun, by its beat and influence, raiſing vapours, and 
animating inſets, that infect, and perhaps corrupt the air, in 
which he ſhines with ſo much luftre. But when an original ad- 
mired author, as Ariftctle, is really erroneous, and deceives with 
falſe ſpecious princiſ les, what a train of errors mult ariſe f. um com- 
mentators on ſuch ſubjefs, who, while they enveavour to purſuc 
and extend a pleaſing inchanted proſpect, that has no real founda- 
tion, deviate into 2 dark, difagreeable road of briers and thorns 
It is on this account that the Dean has introdu.ed Ariſtotle in com · 
pany with Homer. Orrery. | 
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could diſtinguiſh thoſe two heroes at firit fight, not 
only from the croud, but from each other. Homer 
was the taller and comelier perſon of the two, walk- 
ed very erect for one of his age, and his eyes were 
the moſt quick and piercing I ever beheld. Ariſtotle 
much, and made uſe of a ſtaff. His viſage 


"__ mea gie, his hair lank and thin, and his voice hol- 


low *. I ſoon diſcovered that both of them were 


* This deſcription of Arifictle is Bass and in 2 few words be- 
the true nature of his works. having the immor- 


by By not 
tal ſpirit of Homer, he was unable to keep his body erect; and his 


ſtaff which feebly ſupported him, like his commentators, made this 
defect more | He wanted not ſome uſeful qualities; but 
theſe real ornaments, like his hair, were thin and ungraceful . His 


fle was harſh, and, like his voice, had neither force nor harmony. 


He was ms craſs 0 guns 7 grney Fi SRENIDg Yor 
he did infinitely more prejudice than ſervice to He 
ſtudied words more than facts; and delivered his philoſophy perplex- 
ed with ſuch intricate logical terms, as have laid a foundation for 


| : and not only to be the prince, but the tyrant of phi- 
loſophy. What then can be expected from the commentators of his 


_ works, who were devoid of his ingenuity, and poſſeſſed of all his 


intricate follies* Ramus with his covert iznorance, and Scotus 
and Aquinas with their ſubdiviſions and imaginary nothings, muſt 
make a contemptible figure in the Elyſian fields, which are the 
ſuppoſes manſions of chearſulnz(s, truth, and candour, and conſe - 
22 muſt be a very improper ſituation for that tribe of philo- 
pacrs. Orrery. | | | 
In Gulliver's po trait of Homer we obſerve a'l the marks and 


delineations of qui kneſs, genius, and fire, accompanied with an 


exquiſite power and felicity, in the communication of his ideas, 
with clearneſs and force, unto the ſouls of his auditors. Swift's 
portrait of Ariſtotle is equally ſtrong and maſterly. He ſtooped 
much, ſaith he, and made uſe of a ſtaff; that is, thought, he 
conſidered, he ruminated, he pondered deeply, on the moſt intricate 
and abſtruſe points relating to the ſciences: and, by the force of 
reaſoning, which is meant by his ſtaff, he cleared his way 

briers and thorns, until be firuck into the road which leads to 


+ Tn this the noble commentatiy ſeems to be miſtaten; for it can- 
nat be believed that Ariſt:tle's real ornaments however Tere un · 
graceful, Hawkes. | 
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* to the reſt of the „ and 
had never ſeen or heard of them before. And I had a 
whiſper from a ghoſt, who ſhall be nameleſs, that 
theſe commentators always kept in the moſt diſtant 
uarters from their principals in the lower world, 
through a conſciouſneſs of ſhame and guilt, becauſe 


they had fo horribly mifrepreſented the — 


authors to pcſterity. I introduced Didymus and 

ſtathius to H 

them better than perhaps they deſerved, for he ſoon 

: 1 they wanted a genius to enter into the ſpirit 
a poet. 

with the account I gave him of Scotus and 

as I preſented them to him, and ke aſked them whe. 


ther the reſt of the tribe were as great dunces as 


| 


I then defired the governor to call up Deſcartes and 
Gaſſendi, with whom I prevailed to explain their 


ſyſtems to Ariſtotle. This great philoſopher freely 


fendi, who had made the dectrine of Epicurus as pa- 
luatable as he could, ard the vortices of Deſcartes, 


trait is only the repeſentation of an abſtracted ſcholar, worn away 
| with years, hard ſtudy, nocturnal Jucubrations, and the 
make Swift treat Ariſtotle with very little | 
1 ntrary, Swift admired Ariſtotle all the | 
ſophers which had appeared in the world, from the days of Alex- 
reat to the moment he was then writing: I had almoſt 

contempt of all others, not excepting Deſcartes, 
famous Sir Iſaac Newton. From a little book 


ſciple of Plato, and tutor to Alexanderthe 

ers were called Peri 

ifies to walk; 
ll hi 


F 


emer, and prevailed on him to treat 


But Ariftotle was out of all patience 


acknowledged his own miſtakes in natural philoſophy, 
becauſe he proceeded in many things upon conjec- 
ture, as all men muſt do; and he found, that Gaſ- 


part of Ariſtotle's pu- 


own words, give his real opinion of Arif- 
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ere equaily to be exploded . He predicted the 
— fate 3388 whereof the preſent learned 
are ſuch zealous — He ſaid, that new yrs 


ez de mal de ſes 
conſiſted in 


ſuch large draughts of wine, that he was abſolutely intoxicated, and 
deprived of his ſenſes; ſo that he died more like a Bacchanal, than 
2 philoſopher; to which the epigram alludes, | = 
I ſhould not have ventured into this criticiſm and cenſure upon 
theſe ancient philoſophers, if my opinion was not in a great me- 
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of nature were but new faſhions, which would vary 
in _ age; or apes thoſe, _ who pretend to de- 
mo te them mathematical principles, would 
flouriſh but a ſhort period of time, and be out of 
vogue when that was determined. 

ſpent five days in converſing with many others of 
the ancient learned. I ſaw moſt of the firſt Roman 
_ Emperors. I prevailed on the governor to call up He. 
hogabalus's cooks to dreſs us a dinner, but they 
could not ſhew us much of their GL for won of an. 
terials. A helot of Ageſilaus made us a diſh of Spar- 
tan broth, but I was not able — down a ſecond 
ſpoonful. 
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0 r ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURE], by 


< confining it to ſenſual pleaſure onl theſe ſucceeded the 


1655, With great in- 
duſtry he — —— — 8 and to the philo- 
ſophy of Epicurus; the latter of which he has reduced into a com- 
plete ſyſtem. | 

1 have now curſorily gone through the characters of ſuch ghoſts, 
as are nominally ſpecified by Gulliver. 1 may be wrong either in 
my account or in my obſervations: and I ſhall rejoice to be confu- 


te4 by you in any point of learning whatever, Orrery. 


? 
8 


5 
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cs, He 


days, which I employ 


| three hundred years paſt 


which certain families are di 
_ originals. I could plainly diſcover, from whence 
one family derives a long chin, why a fecond hath 


1 


if Fa 


men, gameſters, 
pockets. 


| having 
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The two gentlemen who conducted me to the iſland, 
were preſſed by their private affairs to return in three 
ed in ſeeing ſome of the modern 
dead, who had made the greateſt figure for two or 
in our own and other coun- 
tries of Europe ; and having been always a great ad- 
mirer of old i]luſtricus farlies, I defired & gover- 
nor would call up a dozen or two of kings, with their 
anceſtors in order for eight or nine generations. But 
; diſappointment was grievous and unexpected. 
For, inſtead of a long train with royal diadems, 1 
ſaw in one family two fidlers, three ſpruce courtiers, 


and an Italian prelate. In another, a barber, an 
| abbot, and two cardinals. I have too great a vene- 


ration for crowned heads to dwell any longer on fo 


nice a ſubject. But as to ecunts, marqueſſes, dukes, 


earls, and the like, I was not fo ſcrupulous. And, 
I confeſs, it was not without ſome pleafure, that I 
found myſelf able to trace the — icular features, by 

inguiſhed up to their 


abounded with knaves for two generations; and fools 
for two more ; why a third happened to be crack- 
brained, and a fourth to be ſharpers; whence it 
came what Polydore Virgil ſays of a certain great 


houſe, Nec wir fortis, nec famina caſta; how cruelty, 


„ and cowardice grew to be acteri- 


ſtics, by which certain families are diſtinguiſhed as 


much as by their coats of arms; who firſt brought the 
pox into a noble houſe, which hath lineally deſcend- 
ed in ſcrophulous tumours to their poſterity. Neither 
could I wonder at all this, when I faw ſuch an inter- 
ruption of lineages by pages, lacqueys, valets, coach- 
fidlers, players, captains, and pick- 


I was chiefly diſguſted with modern hiſtory. For 


ſtrictly examined all the perſons of greateſt 
name in the ccurts of princes for an hundred years 


| paſt, I found how the world had been miſled by proſti- 


its in war to 
cerity to flat- 
terers, 


tute writers to aſcribe the greateſt e 
cowards, the wiſeſt counſel to fools, 
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Eli 


7 


Ul 


revolutions in the world, and of the con- 
accidents to which they owed their ſucceſs. 
diſcovered the roguery and ignorance of 


chief miniſter, where no witneſs was by; 


unlock the thoughts and cabinets of ambaſſadors and 


ſecretaries of ſtate; and have the perpetual misfor- 


to be miſtaken. Here I diſcovered the true 
iſed the 
world; how a whore can govern the back-ſtairs, the 


of many great events that have 


general confeſſed in my preſence, that he got a vic- 
tory purely by the force of cowardice and ill conduct: 
and an admiral, that for want of proper intelligence 


he beat the enemy, to whom he mtended to betray 
the fleet. Three kings proteſted to me, that in their | 
whole reigns they never did once prefer any perſon of 


merit, unleſs by miſtake, or treachery of ſome mini- 


ſter in whom they confided : neither would they do it 


if they were to live again; and they ſhewed with 


great ſtrength of reaſon, that the royal throne could 


not be ſupported without corruption, becauſe that 


tive, corfident, feſtive temper, which virtue in- 
ed into a man, was a perpetual clog to public bu- 


I had the curioſity to enquire in a 32 man- 
ner, by what method great numbers had x to 
. themſelves 


the ſprings and motives of great enterpri- 


| back-ftairs a council, and the council a ſenate. A 
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appeared a little fingular. 
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eſtates; and I confined my enquiry to a very modern 


jod, however without grating upon pre 


I would be fure to give no 


even to 


mn, po Y- for I hope the reader need not to be told, 


t I do not in the leaſt intend my own country in 


what I ſay upon this occaſion. A great number of 


concerned were called up, and upon a very 
t examination diſcovered fuch a ſcene of i , 


that I cannot reflect upon it without ſome ſeriouſneſs. 


oppreſſion, ſubornation, fraud, pandariſm, 


| and the like infirmities were amongſt the moſt excuſa- 


ble arts they had to mention; and for theſe I gave, 
as it was reaſonable, great allowance. But when ſome 
confeſſed they owed their greatneſs and wealth to ſo- 
domy, or inceſt ; others to the proſtituting of their 
own wives and daughters; others to the betraying 


their country or their prince; ſome to poiſoning, more 
to the perverting of juſtice in order to deftroy the in- 


nocent : I hope I may be pardoned, if theſe diſco- 
veries inclined me a little to abate of that profound 
veneration, which I am naturally apt to pay to per- 
ſons of high rank, who ought to be treated with the 
utmoſt reſpe& due to their fublime dignity by us their 


inferiors. 


I had often read of ſome great fervices done to 
princes and ſtates, and defired to fee the perſons, by 
whom thoſe ſervices were performed. Upon enquiry 
| was told, that their names were to be found on no 
record, except a few of them, whom hiſtory hath re- 
preſented as the vileſt rogues and traitors. As to 
the reſt, I had never once heard of them, They all 
appeared with dejected looks, and in the meaneſt ha- 


dit, meſt of them telling me they died in poverty and 


diſgrace, and the reſt on a ſcaffold or a gibbet. 
Among others there was one perſon, whoſe caſe 
He had a youth about 
eighteen years old ſtanding by his fide. He told me 
he had for many years been commander of a ſhip ; 


and in the fea fight at Actium had the good fortune 


to break through the enemy's great line of battle, 
nk three of their capital ſhips, and take a od, 
1 which 
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which was the ſole cauſe of Antony's flight, and of 
the victory that enſued ; that the youth ſtanding by 
him, his only fon, was killed in the action. He add- 
ed, that upon the confidence of ſome merit, the war 
being at an end, he went to Rome, and ſolicited at 
the court of Auguſtus to be erred to a greater 
| ſhip, whoſe commander had killed; but with- 

out any regard to his pretenſions it was given to a 

boy, who had never ſeen the fea, the fon of Liber- 
tina, who waited on one of the emperor's miſtreſſes. 
Returning back to his own veſſel he was charged with 
neglect of duty, and the ſhip given to a favourite page 
of Publicola, the vice-admiral ; whereupon he retired 
to a poor farm at a great diſtance from Rome, and 
there ended his life. IT was fo curious to know the 
truth of this ſtory, that I defired Agrippa might be 
called, who was admiral in that fight. "He appeared 
and confirmed the whole account, with much more 
advantage to the captain, whoſe modeſty had exte- 
e | 

I was furpriſed to corruption grown fo high 
and ſo quick in that empire, by the force of luxury fo 
lately introduced, which made me leſs wonder at 
many parelle! caſes in other countries, where vices of 
all Kinds have reigned fo much longer, and where the 
whole praiſe, as well as pillage, hath been engroſſed 

by the chief commander, who perhaps had the leaſt 
title to either. 

As every perſon called up made exaQly the ſame 
arance he had dore in the world, it gave me me- 
Jancholy reflections to obſerve, how much the race of 
human kind was degenerated among us within theſe 
| hundred years paſt. How the pox under all its con- 
ſequences and denominations had altered every linea- 
ment of an Englith countenance ; ſhortened the fize 
of bodies, unbraced the nerves, relaxed the finews 
and muſcles, introduced a fallow complexion, and 
rendered the fleſh looſe and rancid. ? 

I deſcended ſo low-as to defire, that ſome Engliſh 
yeomen of the old ſtamp might be fummoned to ap- 
pear ; once fo famous for the ſimplicity of thei man- 
ners, diet, and dreſs ; for juſtice in their dealings 4 


ä — — 


and ſome others, were to generous and 


Chap. IX. AVoracs To LaruTa, Kc. 209 
for their true ſpirit of liberty; for the and 
love of their country. Neither could I be wholly un- 
moved, after comparing the living with the dead, 
when I conſidered how all thete pure native virtues 
were proſtituted fer a piece of money by their grand- 
children, who in felling their votes, managing 
at elections, have acquired every vice and corruption 
that can poſſibly be learned in a court. 


CHAFT. K 


ma to Maldonada. Sails to the 72 
to 


of Liggnagg. The author confined. He is ſent 


court. The manner of his admittance. The king's great 


benity to his ſubjeds. 


F* H E day of our departure being come, I took 
leave ot his highneſs, the governor of Glubb- 
dubdribb, and returned with my two anions to 
Maldonada, where, after a 2 waiting, a ſhip 
was ready to fail for Luggnagg. The two gentlemen, 


ind as to 
furniſh me with proviſions, and fee me on board. I 
was a month in this voyage. We had one violent 
ſtorm, and were under a neceſſity of ſteering weſtward 
to get into the trade-wind, which holds for above fix- 
ty leagues. On the 21ſt of April, 1708, we failed 
into the river of Clumegnig, which is a ſea-port town 
at the ſouth- eaſt point of Luggnagg. We caſt anchor 
within a league of the town, and made a ſignal for a 
pilot. Two cf them came on board in lefs than half 
an hcur, by whom we were guided between certain 
ſhoals and rocks, which are very dangerous in 
the paſſage, to a large baſin, where a fleet may ride in 
ſafety within a cable's length of the town wall. 
Some of our failors, whether out of treachery or 
madvertence, had informed the pilots that I was a 
ſtranger and a great traveller; whereof theſe gave 
notice to a cuſtom-houſe officer, by whom I was exa- 
mined very ſtrictly upon my landing. This officer 
ſpoke to me in the language of Balnibarbi, which by 
the ferce of much commerce is generally underſtood 

| "i 
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in that eſpecially by ſeamen, and thoſe em- 
ployed in ti cuſtoms. I gave him a ſhort account of 
ſome particulars, and made my as plauſible and 
conſiſtent as I could; but I thought it neceſſary to 
diſguiſe my country, and call myſelf an Hollander, 
becauſe my intentions were for Japan, and I knew 
the Dutch were the only Europeans permitted to en- 
ter into that kingdom. I therefore told the officer, 
that having been ſhipwrecked on the coaſt of 
Balnibarbi, and caſt on a rock, I was received up into 
Laputa, or the flying iſland (of which he had often 
heard) and was now endeavouring to get to Japan, 
from whence I might find a convenience of returning 
to my own country. The officer faid, I muſt be con- 
fined till he could receive orders from court, for which 
he would write immediately, and hoped to receive an 
anſwer in a fortnight. I was carried to a convenient 
lodging with a centry placed at the door ; however, 
I had the liberty of a large garden, and was treated 
with humanity enough, being maintained all the time 
at the king's charge. I was invited by ſeveral per- 
ſons, chiefly out of curioſity, becauſe it was reported 
that I came from countries very remote, of which 
they had never heard. | ; 
I hired a young man, who came in the ſame ſhip, 
to be an interpreter ; he was a native of Luggnagg, 
but had lived ſome years at Maldonada, and was 2 
perfect maſter of both languages. By his aſſiſtance 1 
was able to hold a converſation with thoſe, who came 
to viſit me; but this conſiſted only of their queſtions 
and my anſwers. „„ 
The diſpatch came from court about the time we 
expected. It contained a warrant for conducting me 
and my retinue to Traldragdubh, or Trildrogerib, 
for it is pronounced both ways, as near as I can re- 
member, by a pariy of ten horſe. All my retinue was 
that poor lad for an interpreter, whom I perſuaded 
into my ſervice, and at my humble requeſt we had 
each of us a mule to ride on. A meſſenger was diſ- 
tched half a day's journey before us to give the 
Ls notice of my approach, and to defire that bis 
majeſty would pleaſe to appoint a day and hour, when 
| RE 


35325 As Ls 


been a 
when be had crept to the proper 


Ec — clemency, and the care he hath of his ſubjects 


| lime had no deſign againſt his life. But this good 
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t would be his gracious pleaſure, that I might have 
er to. ck the duſt deer bis foor-foo). This 
is the court ſtyle, and I found it to be more than 
matter of form. For, upon my admittance two days 
after my arrival, I was commanded to crawl upon my 
belly, and lick the floor as I advanced ; but on ac- 
count of my being a ſtranger care was taken to have it 
. Howe; — 
ver, this was a peculiar grace, not allowed to any 

perſons of the higheſt rank, when they deſire an ad- 
mittance. Nay, ſometimes the floor is ſtrewed with 


duſt on purpoſe, when the perſon to be admitted hap- 


pens to have powerful enemies at court. And I have 
great lord with his mouth fo crammed, that, 
throne, he was not able to ſpeak a word. Neither 
is there any remedy ; becauſe it is capital for thoſe 
who receive an audience, to fpit or wipe their mouths 
in his majeſty's preſence. re is indeed another 
cuſtom which IT cannot altogether approve of: when 


the king hath a did to put any of his nobles io death 
in a gentle, indulgent manner, he commands the floor 


io be ſtrewed with a certain brown powder of a dead- 
ly compc ſitior, which being licked up infallibly Kills 
bim in twenty-four hours. But in juſtice to this prince's 


ires (wherein it were much to be wiſhed, that the 


monarchs of Europe would imitate him) it muſt be 


mentioned for his honour, that ſtrict orders are given 
to have the infected parts of the floor well waſhed af- 
ter every ſuch execution; which if his domeſtics ne- 
glect, they are in danger of incurring his royal diſplea- 
ſure. I myſelf heard him give directions, that one 
of his pages ſhould be whipt, whoſe turn it was to 
give notice about waſhing the floor after an execution, 
but maliciouſſy kad omitted ir, by which negle@ a 
young lord of great hopes coming to an audience was 
unfor unately poiſoned, although the king at that 


prince was fo gracious, as to forgive the poor 
bis whipping upon promiſe, that be would do 
More without ſpecial orders. 


fs no 


To 
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To return from this di ; when I had 


within four yards of the throne, I raiſed myſelf gent. | 


ly upon my knees, and then ſtriking my forehead fe. 
ven times againſt the 


words, as they 


d been taught me the night 
defore, hfftbrobb ſquut blbiop mlaſbnal 
gun — — — — This is the 
compliment eſtabliſhed by the laws of the land for all 


perſons admitted to the king's preſence. It may be 


rendered into Engliſh thus: May your celeſtial majeſy 
outlirve the fun, eleven moons and a half. To this the 
king returned ſome anſwer, which although I could 
_ rot underſtand, yet I replied as I had been directed: 


ute dein yalerick deouldom prafirad mirpuſb, which w. 


perly ſignifies, my tongue is in the mouth of my 


= 
and by this expreſſion was meant, that I defired leave 

to bring my interpreter ; whereupon the young man 
already mentioned was accordingly introduced, by | 


whoſe intervention I anſwered as many queſtions, as 


| his majeſty could put in above an hour. I ſpoken 


the Balcibarbian tongue, and my interpreter delivered 

my meaning in that of Lugynags, 
The king was much delighted with my company, 

and ordered his Bliffmarklub, or high chamberlain, to 


appoint a lodging in the curt for me and my inte- 
— with 2 daily allowance for my table, anda 


arge purſe of gold for my common expences. 


Iſtaved three months in this country cut of perfet 


obedience to his majeftv, who was pleaſed highly to 


| ſavc ur me, and mace me very honourable offers. But | 


I thevght it mere conſiſtent with prudence and juſtice 
to pas the reminder of my days with my wife and 


famiiy, | 


CHAP 
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uch an appellation applied to a mortal creature. 


| which is too apt to ariſe in the human breaſt. Our cannot be 


Chap. X. AVoyracEs To Layrvura, &c. 213 


. 


deſe tion 
uldbrugs, wwit5 many converſations between 


HE Luggnnggians are a polite and gen 


generous 
people ; and although they are not without 


ſome ſhare of that pride, which is peculiar to all eaffern 


countries, yet they ſhew themſelves courteous to 

frangers, er. ſuch who are ccuntenanced by 

the court. I had many acquaintances among perſons 

of the beft faſhion, and beirg always attended b 

my interpreter, the converiaticn we had was not dit 
One day, in much good company, I was aſked b 


a perſon of quality, whether I had feen any of their 
Struldbrugs or Immortals. I faid, I had not; and 
deſued he would explain to me, what he meant 4 

e 


agreeable. 


deſcription of the Struldbrugs is an inflruQive piece of 


morality. For if we conſider it in a ſerious light, it tends to recon- 
 Cile us to our final diffolution. Death, when ſet in contraft to the 


ppre 

fortunately fulfilled. He lived to be the moſt melancholy that 
vas ever beheld, Yet, even in that condition, — 128 
ut, by appearing a providential inftance to mortify the vanity 
pronounced happy, 
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ſpot in the forehead, directly over the left eye-brow, 
which was an infallible mark, that it ſhould never 
die. The fpot, as he deſcribed it, was about the 
compaſs of a filver three-pence, but in the courſe of 
time grew larger, and changed its colour ; for at 
twelve years old it became green, ſo continued till five 
and twenty, then turned to a deep blue ; at five 
and forty it grew coal black, and as as an 
Engliſh ſhilling ; but never admitted any farther al- 
teration. He faid, theſe births were ſo rare, that he 
did not believe there could be above eleven hundred 
Struldbrugs of both ſexes in the whole kingdom, of 
which he computed about fifty in the metropolis, and 
among the reſt a young girl born about three years 
ago: that theſe productions were not peculiar to any 
family, but a meer effect of chance; and the children 
of the Struldbrugs themſelves were equally mortal 


with the reſt of he poopie. 

I freely own myſelf to have been ſtruck with inex- 

preſſible delight upon hearing this account: and the 

perſon, who gave it me, happening to underſtand the 

 Balnibarbian language, which I . very well, [ 
could not forbear breaking out into expreſſions per- 

haps a little too extravagant. I cried out, as in 2 


rapture: happy nation, where every child hath at 


leaſt a chance for being immortal! happy people, who 
Ss enjoy 


of our life are threeſcore years and ten; and 
core 3 yet is their 
;ow. Thoſe — 


the concomitants of old 


s per- 
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joy ſo many living examples of ancient virtue, and 
have maſters ready to inſtruct them in the wiſdom of 
all former ages! but, happieſt beyond all : 


compariſon 
are thoſe excellent Struldbrugs, who being born ex- 
empt from that univerſal calamity of human nature, 


have their minds free and diſengaged, without the 


nual apprehenſion of death. I diſcovered my admi- 
ration, that T had not obferved any of theſe illuſtrious 

at court ; the black fpot on the forehead be- 
ing ſo remarkable a diſtinction, that I could not have 
eafily overlooked it: and it was impoſſible that his 
majeſty, a moſt judicious prince, ſhould not provide 
himſelf with a good number of ſuch wife and able 
counſellors. Yet perhaps the virtue of thoſe reverend 
ſages was too ſtrict for the corrupt and libertine man- 


ners of a court. And we often find by experience, 


that young men are too opinionative and volatile to 
de guided by the ſober dictates of their ſeniors. How- 


erer, fince the king was pleaſed to allow me acceſs to 
his royal perſon, I was refolved, upon 
_ occaſion, to deliver my opinion to him on this matter 


freely and at large by the help of my interpreter ; 


and whether he would pleaſe to take my advice or 
no, yet in ene thing I was determined, that, his ma- 


jeſtv having frequently offered me an eſtabliſhment in 


his country, I would with great thankfulneſs accept 


the fayour, and paſs my life here in the converſation 


of thoſe fi 
would pleaſe to admit me. 


The gentleman, to whom I addrefſed my diſcourſe, 


becauſe (as IT have already obſerved) he ſpoke the lan- 
guage of Balnibarbi, faid to me with a fort of a ſmile, 


which uſually ariſeth from pity to the ignorant, that 


he was glad of any occaſion to keep me among them, 
and deſired my permiſſion to explain to the company, 
what I had fpcke. He did fo, and they talked to- 


gether for ſome time in their own language, whereof 


underſtood not a ſy llable, neither could | ©bſerve by 
their countenances, what impreſſion my diſcourſe had 


made on them. After a ſhort filence the ſame perſon 
| told me, that his friends ard mine (fo he thought fit 
| | | do 


weight and depreſſion of ſpirits cauſed by the conti- 


the very firſt 


uperior beings, the Struldbrugs, if they 


— - ——— —— — 
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remarks I had made on the great happineſs 


and advantages of immortal life, and they were de. | 


firous to know in a particular manner, what ſcheme 


of living I ſhould have formed to myſelf, if it had 


fallen to my lot to have been born a Struld 
| 22 it was eaſy to be eloquent on 
ous and delightful a 


what I ſhould do, if I were a king, a general, or 


2 
great lord: and upon this very Tod ed 
run over the whole ſyſtem how I ſhould 


ſelf, and paſs the ime, if 1 were fure to liver 


That, if it had been my good 
n 


my own happineſs erſtanding the difference be. 
ir I would firſt refolve by all an 


and bans es — whatſoever to procure myſelf riches. I 


the wealthieſt man in the kingdom. In the 
cond ce, I would from my ear 
the fy of url by 


| ſhould arrive in time 1 all 
Laſtly, I would care record ev 
event of conſequence that EEE 
impartially draw the characters of the ſev 
fions of princes and great miniſters of ſtate 
own obfervations on every point. I 
ſet down the ſeveral changes in cuſtoms, lan 
faſhions of dreſs, diet and diverſions. By all w 
acquirements I ſhould be a living treaſury of 
= ledge * wiſdom, and certainly become the 
t 


e nation. 


I would never marry after threeſcore, but live in 


an hoſpitable manner, yet ſtill on the ſaving fide. 
would entertain myſelf in forming and directing the 
minds of hcpeful young men, by convincing 
from my own remembrance, experience and obſerve 
tion, fertified by nuwercus examples, of the ufeful- 


neſs of virtue in public an d private liſe. But my 1 


oy 


to expreſs himſelf) were very much pleaſed with the | 
judicious 


a ſubject, eſpecially to 1 
had been often apt to amuſe myſelf with viſions of 
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| the purſuit of which, ETX 
t reaſonably expect in about two hundred years 
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choice and conſtant companions ſhould be a ſett of my 
own immortal brotherhood, among whom 1 — 


ele& a dozen from the moſt ancient down to my own 


es. Where any of theſe wanted for- 

| would provide them with convenient lodges 

round my own eſtate, and have fome of them always 
at my table, only mingling a few of the moſt valua- 


dle among ycu mortals, whom length of time would 


harden me to loſe with little or no reluctance, and 
treat your poſterity after the fame manner; juſt as a 


man diverts himtelf with the annual ſucceſſion of 


pinks and tulips in his garden, without regreting the 
of thoſe, which withered the preceding year. 

Theſe Struldbrugs and I would mutually commu- 
nicate our obſervatiors, and memorials through the 
eourſe of time; remark the ſeveral gradations by 
which * ſteals into the * and oppoſe it 
in every ſtep by giving perpetual warning and in- 
fruftion » making ; which. added to tc cn in- 
fluence of our own example, would probably prevent 
that continual degeneracy of human nature Pap juſtly 

ined of in all ages. 


| Ald to all this the pleafore of fecing the various 


revolutions of ſtates and empires; the 


ges in the 
lower and upper world: ancient cities in ruins, and 


obſcure villages become the ſeats of · kings; famous 
_ livers leſſening into ſhallow brooks ; the ocean leav- 


ing one coaſt dry, and overwhelming another; the 
ilcovery of many countries yet unknown; barbarity 
overrunning the politeſt nations, and the moſt bar- 


barous become civilized. I ſhould then fee the diſ- 


covery of the longitude, the perpetual motion, the uni- 
der ſal medicine, ahd many other great inventions 
brought to the utmoſt perfection. | 
What wonderful diſcoveries ſhould we make in 
aſtronomy by out-living and confirming our own pre- 
ditions, by obſerving the progreſs and returns of cc- 
mets, with the changes of motion in the fun, moon, 
4 ſtars. bh 
enlarged upon many other topics, which the ra- 
tural defe of endicfs life and | 17 Bihar happinefs 


| Could eafily furniſh me with. When I had ended, 


and 


a few miſtakes, which 


was ſure to hold back the other as ftrongly as he could. 


| here expreſſed, is that of a being to whom immortality, though not 
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and the ſum of my diſcourſe had been interpreted, a 
before, to the reſt of the company, there was a y 


deal of talk e 


laughter at my expence. At 
laſt the fame gentleman, who had been my int - 


try, not without 


the reſt to ſet me right in 
ad fallen into through the 
common imbecility of human nature, | 


er, faid he was defired 


breed of Struldbrugs was peculiar to their country, 


for there were no ſuch x e either in Balnibarbi or 
Japan, where he had the honour to be ambaſſador 


from his majeſty, and found the natives in both thoſe 
kingdoms very hard to believe, that the fact was poſ- 


| fible ; and it appeared from my aſtoniſhment, when 


he firſt mentioned the matter to me, that J received 
it as a thing 4 and ſcarcely to be credited. 
That in the two kingdoms above mentioned, where 


during his refidence he had converſed very much, he 
obſerved long life to the univerſal deſire and wiſh of 


mankind. That whoever had one foot in the grave, 
That the oldeſt had ſtill hopes of living one da 


longer, and looked on death as the greateſt evil, 


from which nature always prompted him to retreat; 
only in this iſland of Luggnagg the appetite for living 
was not fo eager, from the contr:ual example of the 
Struldbrugs before their eyes. 4 
That the ſyſtem of living contrived by me was un- 


reaſonable ard unjuſt; becauſe it ſuppoſed a perpe- 
tuity of youth, health, and vigour, which no man 


could be fo fooliſh to hope, however extravagant be 
may be in his wiſhes *.. That the queſtion therefore 
was not, whether 2 man would chufe to be always in 
the prime of youth, attended with profperity and 

| | health; 

To this it may poſſibly be objected, That the perpetuity 

youth, health, and vigour would be leſs a prodigy than the perpe- 
tuity of life in a body ſubject to gradual decay, and might therefore 
hoped without greater extravagance of folly. But the ſentiment 


perpetual youth, was familiar; and in whom the with of perpetual 
youth only would have been extravagant, becauſe that only appeared 
from facts to be impoſſible. Hawkeſ.. 8 
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life un- 
„ilch old age 


egen before mentioned, of Balni- 
bſerved that every man defired 


ſome time longer, let it approach 


ever ſo late; and he rarely heard of ary man who 


died N he were excited by the extre- 
mity of grief or 2 And he 
2 countries I had trave | 
my own, I had not obſerved the fame general die- 
ines +. 


Te 


”; 
fi 


they came to four- 


"ab never 4 


ſcended below their grand children. _ and i _ 


Vor. IV. K 


Gare B ge ay i tb 


Nth nature of things it fene, an cc 
accident and decay, is tacitly allowed: 


every man is ready to profeſs himſelf wil- 
| when he ſhall be overtaken by the decrepitude of age in 


future period; yet when every other eye ſees that this period is 


miei, he is ſtäll tenacious of life, and murmurs at the condition 
\ Yon which he received his exiftence. Toreconcile old age therefore 
| bthethoughts of a diſſolution, appears to be all — Ap 
| — — Hawokef. 


S = 


This. he learned „ 
otherwiſe, er two or three of 


| 
| 
| 
| 


alone, 
4 — 2 That 
_ ve go old by imperceptible degrees, GOES .— 
eld withoutrepining, and 


directed, are the vices of the younger fort, : 


- * 
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truth or particulars of any fact it is ſafer to 
common tradition, than upon their beſt reco 
The leaft miſerable among them appear 
who turn to dotage, and intirely loſe thei 
ries ; theſe meet with more pity and aſſiſtance, 


in others. | 


Hf a Struldbrug happen to marry one of his own | 
kind, the marriage is diſſolved of courſe by the cour- | 


teſy of the kingdom, as ſoon as the younger 
two comes to be fourſcore. For the law 5 it 


ed without any fault of their own to a tual con- 
tinuance in the world, ſhould not have their miſery 
doubled by the load of a wife. | 
As ſoon as they have completed the term of eighty 
years, they are looked on as dead in law ; their heirs 
immediately ſucceed to their eſtates, only a ſmall pit- 
tance is reſerved for their ſupport ; and the poor ones 


are maintained at the public charge. After that pe- 


riod they are held incapable of any employment of 
truſt or profit ; they cannot purchaſe lands, or take 
leaſes ; neither are they allowed to be witneſſes in 


any cauſe, either civil or criminal, not even for the 


deciſion of meers and bounds. 
At ninety they loſe their teeth and hair; they 
have at that age no diſtinction of taſte, but eat and 


drink whatever they can get without reliſh or appe- | 


tite. The diſeaſes they were ſubject to ſtill continue, 
without increaſing or diminiſhing. In talking they 


forget the common appellation of things, _ N 


reaſonable indulgence, that thoſe, who are condemn- 
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words) v gh 
| they lie under the diſadvantage 
of living like foreigners in their own country. 

This was the account given me of the 


HHH EPL 


near as I can remember. I afterwards ſaw five or 


F 


1 x of different 
— ww | Tal times by 
* 4 were told, that I 
of the A the world, 
„ ＋ 
dem , 
al c- | modeſt way of 
- miſery forbids it, betau 
1 lerer ſed and haled b 8 
eighty os of z 
= when one of them is born, it is reckoned ominous, 
* and their birth is recorded very particularly; fo that 
you may know their age by conſulting the regiſter; 
which however hath not been kept above a thouſand 
„ Nr 
1 But the uſual way of comput- 
oy 
fulung hiſtory ; for infallibly the laſt prince in their 
we egin his reign after they were four- 


|| They were the moſt mortifying fight I ever beheld; 
mud the w rene. n the men Befides 
deformities in extreme ol „they acquired E 
| Ledde banned in proportion to their number | 


death ®, but this it ſeems is forbidden by the funda- 


would be 
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of which is not to be deſcribed ; and 


Fears, among 
half a dozen I ſoon diſtinguiſhed, which was the 
eldeft, although there was not 


two between them. | | 
The reader will eafily believe, that from what 1 
had heard and feen, my keen appetite for 


of life was much abated. I grew heartily 
of the pleaſing viſions I had formed; and thought no 


tyrant could invent a death, into which I would not 


run with pleafure from ſuch a life. The king heard 
of all that had paſſed between me and =ey dat 


this occaſion, and rallied me very pleaſantly; 


2 
wiſhing I could fend a couple of Struldbrugs to my 


own country to arm our people againſt the fear of 


mental laws of the kingdom, or elfe I ſhould have 


been well content with the trouble and expence of 


tranſporting them. 

I could not but agree, that the laws of the kingdom 
relating to the Struldbrugs were founded upon the 
ftron reaſons, and tuch as any other country 
under the neceſſity of enacting in the like 
circumſtances. Otherwiſe as avarice is the neceſſary 


_ conſequent of old age, thoſe immortals would in time 
| become prop 
the civil power; which, for want of abilities to ma- 


jetors of the whole nation, and engroſs 


nage, muſt end in the ruin of the public. 
nar m- 
The author haves Luggnagg, and fails to Japan. From 


from Amſterdam to England. 


ſome entertainment to the reader, becauſe it 
ems to be a little out of the common way ; at * 


death, who have no hope beyond 
ſear of breaking his limbs, who 
houſe is on fire. Hawheſ. 


above a century or 


thence he returns in a Dutch ſhip to Amſterdam, and 


Thouzht this account of the Struldbrugs might be 
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muß I do not remember to have met the like in any book of 
the travels, that hath come to my hands: and if Tam 
y or | deceived my excuſe muſt be, that it is neceffary t for 
I travellers, who deſcribe the fame country, very often 
at 1 | to agree in dwelling on the fame particulars, without 
tuity | deſerving the cenſure of having borrowed or tranfcrib- 
mes * ed from thoſe who wrote before them. 
it 0 There is indeed a perpetual commerce between this 
4 not kingdom and the great empire of Japan; and it is 
eard very probable, that the Japaneſe authors may have 
iends given ſome account of the Struldbrugs ; but my ſtay 
ntly; u Japan was fo ſhort, and I was fo intirely a ſtranger 
o my to the language, that I was not qualified to make ary 
ar of enquiries. But I hope the Dutch upon this notice 
ada. will be curious and able enough to ſupply my defects. 
kane BE His majeſty having often preſſed me to accept ſome 
ce of | employment in his court, and finding me abſolutely 
| determined to return to my native * was 
gdom | Pleaſed to give me his licence to depart, and = 
„0 
untry ern to the emperor of Japan. He likewiſe pre- 
. like ſented me with four hundred forty-four large pieces 
effary of gold (this nation _—_— numbers) and 
1 time na red diamond, which I fold in England for eleven 
o ms On the 6th day of May, 1709, I took a folemn leave 
Of his majeſty and all my friends. This prince was ſo 


„ as to order a rd to conduct me to 
T2 Id which is a royal to the ſouth-weſt 
part of the iſland. In fix days I found a veſſel ready 


Fra to carry me to Japan, and ſpent fifteen days in 

n, and the voyage. We landed at {a ſmall port-town called 

| Namofchi, fituated on the ſouth-eaſt part of Japan; 

the town lies on the weſtern point, where there is a 

oht be narrow ſtrait leading northward into a long arm of 

uſe it the ſea, upon the xor:b-wweff part of which Yedo the 

t leaf Ke ra metropolis 

] do 

the idiom of our language it means convenient, though 

* i i —— « Travellers who 

f — | 


ſerve the cenſure 
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2 | 
. he 


try, from whence I 


into therefore moſt humbly entreated his 


— 2 e 


2 2 =2 oo 2 


by 
and then took ſhipping for Japan, where 
I knew my countrymen often traded, and with fome 
e e e 
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* 
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ate ver 


fr 
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1 
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1 


ſhould be commanded to let me 


JET 
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dies at Leyden, and 1 
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en Ori Di 
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with the fngularity of my humour; but the affair 
— be managed with dexterity, and his officers 
paſs as it were by for- 
For he aſſured me, that if the fecret 
be diſcovered by my countrymen the Dutch, 
cut my throat in the voyage. I returned 
by the interpreter for ſo unuſual a favour ; 
ſome troops being at that time on their march to 


Nangafac, the commanding officer had orders to con- 


me ſafe thither with particular inſtructions about 
buſineſs of the crucifix. 3 5 
On the gth day of June, 1709, I arrived at Nan 
gaſac after a very long and troubleſome journey.. 1 
oon fell into company of ſome Dutch failors belong- 
tothe Amboyna of Amſterdam, a ſtout ſhip of 450 


[ 
tuns. I had lived long in Holland, purſuing my 


e Dutch well. The ſeamen 
ſoon knew from whence I came laſt; they were 
curious to enquire into my voyages, and courſe of 
life. I made up a ſtory as ſhort and probable as 1 
could, but concealed the greateſt part. I knew many 
perſons in Holland; I was able to invent names ſcr 
nts, whom I pretended to be obſcure pecple 
in the province of Gelderland. I would have given 
the captain (one Theodorus Vangrult) what he 
pleaſed to aſk for my voyage to Holland ; but under- 
ſtanding I was a ſurgeon, he was contented to take 
half the uſual rate, on condition that I would ſerve 
him in the way of my calling. Before we took ſhip- 
ping, I was often aſked by ſome of the crew, whe- 
ther I had performed the ceremony above-mentioned? 
I evaded the queſtion by general anſwers, that I had 
ſatisfied the emperor A court in all particulars. 
However a malicious of a ſkipper went to an 
officer, and pointing to me told him, I had not yet 
trampled on the crucifix : but the other, who had re- 
ceived inſtructions to let me paſs, 2 the raſcal 
twenty ſtrokes on the ſhoulders with a bamboo; after 
which I was no more troubled with ſuch queſtions. 
Nothing happened worth mentioning in this voyage. 
We failed with a fair wind to the Cape of Good 
A 
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On the 1oth of April, 1710, we arrived ſaſe at Am- 
ſterdam, having loſt only three men by ſickneſs in the 
and a fourth who fell from the fore-maſt into 
the fea not far from the coaſt of Guinea. From Am- 
ſterdam I ſoon after ſet fail for England in a ſmall 
_ veſſel belonging to that city. 

On the 16th of April we put in at the Downs. I 
landed next morning, and fa 


country after an abſence of five years and fix months 

complete. I went ſtraight to Redriff, where I arrived 

the fame day at two in the afternoon, and found my 
wife and family in gocd health, _ 


TRAVELS 


w once more my native 


Sh 22S 
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A VOYAGE to the CounTay of the 


[ 27 J 


FPRAVLUELY 


INTO SEVERAL 


REMOTE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. 


PART TI. 


HOUYHNHNMS*®. 


CHAP. I. 


The author ſets out as captain of a — 
n. confine him a 4 fp. — 
him on ſhore in an unknown He travels up into 
the country. The Yahoos, a ffrange fort of animal de- 


| ue: The author meets ce Houybnhnms. 


— home with my wiſe and children 
about five months in a very happy condition, if I 
could have learned the leſſon of knowing when I was 
well. I left my od big with child, and ac-- 


* Io this laſt part of his imaginary travels, Swift has 2 5 
2 miſanthropy that is intolerable. The which be has. 
given us of human nature, muſt terrify, and even debaſe the mind of 
the reader who views it. His fallies of wit and humour loſe all 


their force, nothing remaining but a melancholy and diſagreeable 


impreſſion : we are diſguſted, not entertained ; we are ſhocked, not 
iuſtructed by the fable. I ſhould therefore chuſe to take no notice of 


his Ta oog, did I not think it neceſſary ä ge 
nature, and thereby, in ſome meaſure, to pay my 

the great author of our ſpecies, who has created us in a very 

ful, and a very wonderful manner. 

We are compoſed of a mind, and of a body, intimately united, 


and mutually affecting each other. Their operations indeed are 


in- 
tirely different. 3382 
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employment at ſea, which how- 


weary 
ever 


occaſion, I took a ſkilful 


of a ſurgeon's 
erciſe 


I could ex 


Robert Purefoy, into 


upon 
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— young man of that calling, one 
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own 
as it hath been of ſeveral others. For i 
lowed my advice, he might have been ſafe at home 
with his family at this time, as well as myſelf. 
I had ſeveral men died in my ſhip of calentures, 
that I was forced to get recruits out of Barbadoes and 
the Leeward Iſlands, where I touched by the direction 
of the merchants, who employed me ; which I had 
ſoon too much cauſe to repent ; for I found afterwards, 
that moſt of them had been Bucaneers *. I had fifty 
hands on board, and my orders were, that I ſhould 
trade with the Indians in the South-ſea, and make 


what diſcoveries I could. Theſe rogues, whom I had 
picked up, debauched my other men, and they all 


tormed a conſpiracy to ſeize the ſhip, and ſecure me; 
which they did one morning, ruſhing into my cabbin, 


and binding me hand and foot, threatening to throw 
me over-board, if I offered to ſtir. I told them, I was 


their priſoner, and would ſubmit. This they made 
me fwear to do, and then they unbound me, 
faſtening one of my legs with a chain near my 
and placed a centry at my door with his piece charged, 
who was commanded to thoot me dead, if I attempt- 
ed my liberty. They ſent me down victuals and 
drink, and took the government of the ſhip to = 


appears to be the ground-work of the waole ſatire containgd in the 


voyage to the Houyhahntns. ¶ Then the author inſerts ſeveral 


ought to have been, the picture is the more ftriking, as well as the 
more terrible ; and upon that account more likely to inforce the obli- 


_ gation of religion and virtue upon the ſouls of men. 


be. pyrates, that infeſted the Weſt- Indies, ha. IF 


| had fold the lading, to get rid of me in the firſt place, 


| 
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other little ies. They rowed me 
league; and then ſet me down on a ſtrand. 
them to tell me, what country it was. They 
they knew no more than myſelf, but ſaid, 
captain (as they called him) was reſolved, after 


S 
: 


— —•— — — — 


4 
8 


Ly 


where they could diſcover land. They puſhed off im- 
mediately, adviſing me to make haſte for fear of be- 
ing overtaken by the tide, and fo bade me farewel. 


n this deſolate condition I advanced forward, and 
| ſoon got upon firm ground, where I fat down ona 
bank to reſt myſelf, and conſider what I had beſt to 


do. When I was a little refreſhed, I went up into 


the country, reſolving to deliver myſelf to the ſuſt ſa- 
vages I ſhould meet, and purchaſe my life from them 


by ſome bracelets, glaſs rings, and other toys, which 
ſailors uſually provide ihemſelves with in thoſe voy- 


ages, and whercof L had ſome about me. The land 


plant- 


was divided by long rows of trees not reg 


ed, but naturaliy growing ; there was great of | 


graſs, and ſeveral fields of oats. I walked v cir- 


cumſpectly for fear of being ſurprized, or — 
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about the anus ; which I preſume, nature had placed 


there to defend them, as 


| faces, nor any 
thing more than a fort of down on the reſt of their 
bodies, except about the anus and pudenda. Their 
dugs hung between their fore-feet, and often reach- 
ed almoſt to the ground as they walked. The hair 
of both ſexes was of ſeveral colours, brown, red, 


| black and yellow. Upon the whole, I never beheld 


in all my travels ſo difagreeable an animal, or one 
againſt which I naturally conceived fo ftrong an an-= 
tipathy. So that thinking I had ſeen enough, full of 

contempt and averfion, I got up, and purſued the 
beaten road, hoping it might direct me to the cabbin 
of ſcme Indian. I had not got far, when I met one 
of thele creatures full in my way, ard coming vp di- 
reftly to me. The ugly monſter, when he taw me, 
d iſtorted ſeveral ways every feature of his viſage, and 
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ſoon recovering himfelf looked full in my face with 
manifeſt tokens of wonder : he viewed my hands and 
feet, walking round me ſeveral times. I would bave 
my journey, but he placed himſelf directly in 
the way, yet looking with a very mild aſpect, never 
offering the leaſt violence. We 
other for ſome time; at laſt I took the boldneſs to 
reach hand towards his neck with a defign to 
ſtroak it, uſing the common ſtyle and whiſtle of jockies, 
when they are going to handle a ſtrange horfe. But 
this animal ſeemed to receive my civilities with diſ- 


dain, ſhook his head, and bent his brows, ny 
raiſing up his right fore-foot to remove my hand. 
Then he neighed three or four times, but in fo diffe- 
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fer 
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it were to | bang ys = wp Any nay 
amazed to h actions and behaviour in brut 
beaſts ; and concluded with myſelf, that if the inha- 
bitants of this country were endued with a propor- 
tionable degree of reaſon, they muſt needs be the 
wiſeſt earth. 7 me fo 
much ort until I 
any of the i 


who was a 


rubbed my hat all round with his right f 
and diſcompoſed it ſo much, that I was forced to ad- 


whereat both he and his companins (who was a brown 


he lappet of my coat, and finding it to bang looſe 
about me, they both looked with new ſigns of won- 
He ſtroaked my right hand, ſeeming to admire 
eſs and colour; but he {ueered it fo hard 

his hoof and his paſtern, thet I was forced 


to roar z after which they both touched me with all 


poſſible 
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muſt 

ſome defign, and ſeeing a ſtranger in the way reſol 

to divert themſelves with him; or perhaps were 
ally amazed at the fight of a man fo very di 
habit, feature, and complexion, from thoſe who mi 
probably live in fo remote a climate. Upon 


ſtrength of this reaſoning I ventured to addreſs then 


in the following manner : gentlemen, if you be con- 
jurers, as I have good cauſe to believe, you can un- 
derſtand any language; therefore I make bold to let 
your worſhips know that I am a poor diſtreſſed 

_ gliſhman driven by his misfortunes upon your 
erer 
as if be were a real horſe, to ſome houte or village, 


iſh the word yahoo, which 
— ſeveral times: and al- 


time as near as I could the neighing of a borſe 
which they were both viſibly ſurprized, and the gte) 


repeated 
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the 
of meat, is at laſt relieved. His ws of 
this country. — 


H. travelled about three miles, we came to 


a long kind of building made of timber ſtuck 
in the ground and wattled a-crofs : the roof was low, 
and covered with ſtraw. I now began to be a little 
comforted : and took out ſome toys, which travellers 
uſually carry for preſents to the ſavage Indians of 
America and other parts, in hopes the people of the 
houſe would be thereby encouraged to receive me 
tindly. The horſe made me a to go in ſirſt; it 
was a large room with a ſmooth clay floor, and a rack 


uud er, extending the whole length on one ſide. 
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matts of ſtraw not unartfully made and perfectly neat 

clean. | 
| ſerved my hands and face, gave me a contemptu- 
ous look ; turning to the horſe, I heard the 
word Yahoo 


ted betwixt them; the mean- 


er informed to my everlaſting mor- 
mation; r to me with his 
bead, and repeating the word hbuun, hhuun, as he 
did i to attend 


re- 


in this abominable animal a perfect human 
the face of it indeed was flat and broad, the noſe de- 
prefſed, the lips large, and the mouth wide: but 
theſe differences are common to all ſavage nations, 
where the lineaments of the countenance are diſtort- 
ed by the natives fuffering their infants to lie grovel- 
ling on the earth, or by carrying them on their backs 
muzling with their faces againſt the mother's ſhould- 
ers. fore-feet of the Yahoo differed from my 


90 


hands in nothing elſe, but the length of the nails, 
the coarſeneſs and brownneſs of the palms, and the 
lairineſs on the backs. There was the 3 
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when I left this country, it was a great while be- 


fore I could endure the taſte of it in any thing that 
Leat. TY 


This is enough to ſay upon the ſubject of my diet, 
wherewith other travellers fill their books, as if the 
readers were perſonally concerned, whether we fare 
well or ill. wever it was to mention this 


matter, leſt the world ſhould think it impoſſible, that 


I could find ſuſtenance for three years in ſuch a coun- 


try, and among fuch inhabitants. 


When it grew towards evening, the maſter horſe 
ordered a place for me to lodge in; it was but fix 

from the houſe, and ſeparated from the ftable 
of the Yahoos. Here I got ſome ſtraw, and covering 
myſelf with my own cloaths flept very found. But 1 
was in a ſhort time better accommodated, as the 


Y principal endeavour was to learn the lan- 
guage, which my maſter (for fo I ſhall hence- 
forth call him) and his children, and every ſervant 
of his houſe were defirous to teach me. For they 
looked it as a prodigy, that a brute animal 
ſhould diſcover ſuch marks of a rational creature. 1 


the noſe and 


ing they pronounce through 
1 oaches neareſt to the | 
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but is much more graceful and fignificant. The em- 
peror Charles V. made aimoit the fame obſervation, 


when he faid, that if he were to ſpeak to his horſe, 
it ſhould be in High-Dutch. 


The curieſity and impatience of my maſler were @ | 


eat, that he ſpent many hours of his leifure to in- 
7 a me. He was convinced (as he afterwards told 
me) that I muſt be a Yahoo; but my teachableneſs, 
civility, and cleanlineſs, aſtoniſhed him; which were 
qualities altogether oppcfite to thote animals. He 
was mc perplexed about my cloaths, reaſoning ſome- 
times with himſelf, whether they were a part of my 
body ; for I never pulled them off till the 2 | 
aſleep, and got them on before they waked in the 
morning. My maſter was eager to learn from whence 
T came; how I acquired thoſe appearances of reaſon, 
which I diſcovered in all my actions; and to know my 
ſtory from my own mouth, which he hoped he ſhould 
ſoon do by the great proficiency I made in learning and 
- pronouncing their words and ſentences. To help my | 
memory I formed all I learned into the Engliſh alpha- 
det, and writ the words down with the tranfſations. 
This laft after ſeme time I ventured to do in my ma- 
ſter's preſence. It coſt me much trouble to explain 
to him what I was doing: for the inhabitants have 
not rhe leaft idea of books or literature. . 
In about ten weeks time I was able to underſtand 
moſt of his queſtions ; and in three months could give 
him fome tolerable anſwers. He was extremely 
curious to krow from what part of the country [ 
_ came, and how I was taught to imitate a rational crea- 
ture; becaufe the yahoas (whom he faw I exactly re- 
ſembled in my herd, hands and face, that were on!y 
viſible) with ſome appearance of cunning, and the 
ſtrongeſt d iſpe ſi ion to miſchief, were obſerved to be 
the moſt unteachable of all brutes. I anſwered, that 
I came over the ſ%a from a far place with mary 
others cf my cwn kind in a great hollow veſſel made 
of the bodies of trecs ; that my companions forced 
me to land on this coaſt, and then left me to ſhift 
for myfelf. It was with ſome difficulty, and by the 
| kelp of many fizns, that 1 brought him to under- 
ſtand me. He replied, chat I mult needs be m_ 
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— ken, or that I ſaid the thing which was not (for they 
m, have no word I. language to expreſs lying or 
fe,  falſhood.) S 14 epoch wor 
| be a country beyond the or that a parcel of 

br - D a wooden veſſel whither they 
water. He was ſure no Houyhnhnm 


manage it. 


word Houyhnhnm in their tongue finifies a 

„and in its etymology, the perfection of nature. 1 

my maſter that I was at a loſs for expreſſion, 

|, but woul ve as faſt-] could; and hoped in a 
"| ſhort time d be able to tell him wonders: he 
pleaſ direct his own mare, his colt, and foal, 


was | 
and the ſervants of the family, to take all opportuni- 
ties inſtructing me ; and every day for two or 
he was at the fame pains himſelf : ſeve- 


- | glimmerings of reaſon. Theſe delighted to converſe 
nith me; they put many queſtions, and received fuch 
anſwers as I was able to — By all _ ad van- 

I made fo t a progr hat in five months 
4 my arrival — — whatever was ſpoken. 
nnd could expreſs myſelf tolerably well. 
The Houyhnhams who came to viſit my maſter out 
of a deſign of ſeeing and talking with me, could hard- 
\ lybelieve me to be a right yahoo, becauſe my body 
bad a different covering from others of my kind. 
They were aftoniſhed to obſerve me without the | 
uſual hair or ſkin, except on my head, face, and 1 
| hands; but I diſcovered that ſecret to my maſter u-. 
m an accident, which happened about a fortnight | 
| Thave already told the reader, that every night, 
wen the family were gone to bed, it was my cuſtom 
forced | toſtrip, and cover mylelf with my cloaths: it hap- 
3 one morning early, that my maſter ſent for me 
ide ſorrel nag, who was his valet ; when he came, 
I was faſt aſleep, my — fallen off on one fide, 
HR 2 | and 


[ 


| 
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und my ſhirt above my waiſt. I waked at the noiſe 


he made, and obſerved him to deliver his meſſage in 
_ ſome diſorder ; after which he went to my maſter 


* 


and in a great fright gave him a very confuſed ac- 
count of what he had ſeen: this I preſently diſco- 


vered ; for going as ſoon as I was dreſſed to pay my 
attendance upon his honour, be aſked me the mean- 
ing of what his ſervant had reported ; that I was not 
the ſame thing when I ſlept, as I | 


of me was white, ſome yellow, at leaſt not ſo white, 


and ſome brown. | 
I had hitherto concealed the ſecret of my dreſsin 
order to diftinguiſh ws ag as much as poſſible, from 


that curfed race of - but now I found it in vain 
to do ſo any longer. Beſides I conſidered, that my 
cloaths and ſhoes would ſoon wear out, which al- 
ready were in a decl:ning condition, and muſt be ſup- 


plied by ſome contrivance from the hides of habe,, 


or other brutes ; whereby the whole ſecret would be 
known: I therefore told my maſter, that in the coun- 
try from whence I came, thoſe of my kind always 
covered their bodies with the hairs of certain animals 
prepared by art, as well for decency, as to avoid 


the inclemencies of air both hot and cold ; of which, 


as to my own perſon, I would give bim immediate 
conviction, if he pleaſed to command me ; only de- 
_ firing his excuſe, if I did not expoſe thoſe parts that 
nature taught us to conceal. He faid my diſcourſe 
was all very ftrange, but efpecially the laſt part; 
for he could not underſtand, why nature ſhould teach 
us to conceal what nature had given: that neither 


himſelf nor family were aſhamed of any parts of | 


their bodies; but however I might do as I pleaſed. 
Wbereupon I firſt unbuttoned my coat, and pulled 


ir off. I did the ſame with my waiſtcoat: I drew | | 
off my ſhoes, ſtockings and breeches. I let my ſhirt 


down to my waift, and drew up the bottom, faſten- 


ing it like a girdle about my middle to hide m 


 nakednets. 5 | | ; 
My maſter obſerved the whole performance with 
great figns of curiofity and admiration. He may 


to be 
at other times; that his valet aſſured him, ſome part 
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all my cloaths in his 
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| what the ſorrel nag his valet had obſerved, his ho- 
nour might command him to conceal it. 


TH, 


to wear out, which I was forced to f 
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„one piece after ano- 
ther, and examined them diligently ; he then ftroak- 
ed body very gently, and looked round me 
. times, after which he faid, it was plain 1 
muſt be a perfect yahoo; but that I differed very 
much from the reſt of my ſpecies in the ſoftneſs, 
whiteneſs, and ſmoothnefs of my ſkin, my want of 
hair in ſeveral parts of my body, the ſhape and ſhort- 


"neſs of my claws behind and before, and my affec- 


tation of walking continually on my two binder feet. 
He defired to fee no more; and gave me leave to put 
on my cloaths again, for I was ſhuddering with cold. 

I expreſſed my uneaſineſs at his giving me fo often 
the appellation of yahoo, an odious animal, for which 
[ had fo utter an hatred and contempt : I begged he 


would forbear applying that word to me, and make 


the fame order in his tamily, and among his friends, 
whom he ſuffered to feet me. I — likewiſe, 
that the ſecret of my having a falſe covering to my 


| body might be known to none but himſelf, at leaſt as 


long as my preſent cloathing ſhould laſt; for as to 


All this my maſter very graciouſly conſented to, 
and thus the ſecret was kept till my cloaths began 
ſupply by ſe- 
veral contrivances, that ſhall hereafter be mentioned. 
In the mean time he deſired I would go on with my 
utmoſt diligence to learn their language, becauſe he 
was more aſtoniſned at my capacity for ſpeech and 


reaſon, than at the figure of my body, whether it 


were covered or no; adding, that he waited with 


ſome impatience to hear the wonders, which I pro- 
miſed to tell him. | 5 
From thenceforward he doubled the pains he had 


deen at to inſtruct me; he brought me into all com- 


pany, and made them treat me with civility, becauſe, 
as he told them privately, this would put me in good 
humour, and make me more diverting. 

| Every day, when I waited on him, beſide the trou- 
ble he was at in teaching, he would aſk me ſeveral 
queſtions concerning myſelf, which I anſwered as well 
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as I could; and by theſe means he had already re- 


ceived ſome general ideas, though very i It 
| be - x * tedious to relate the ſeveral by 
a 


advanced to a more regular cony . 
but the firſt account I gave of myſelf in any order 
W h was to this purpoſe: . 

t 


more of my own ſpecies; that we travelled upon the 
ſeas in a great hollow veſſel made of wood, and larger 
than bis honour's houſe. I deſcribed the ſhip to him 


in the beſt terms I could, and explained by the help 
of my handkerchief difplayed, how it was driven for- 


ward by the wird. That upon a quarrel among us 
I 'was ſet on ſhore on this coaſt, where I walked 
forward, without knowing whither, till he. delivered 
me from the perſecution of thoſe execrable yahoo. 
He aſked me, who made tire ſhip, and how it was 
ſ_ that the Houyhnhums of my country would 
ve it to the management of brutes? My anſwer 
tha proceed no farther in my relation, 

he 


t I durſt 
e would not be offended, and then I would tell him the 
wonders I had fo often promiſed. He agreed; and 
I went on by affuring him, that the ſhip was made 


a 


by creatures like myſelf, who in all the countries 1 


bad travelled, as well as in my own, were the on- 
ly governing, rational animals; and that upon my 
arrival hither I was as much aſtoniſhed to fee the 

Hou act like rational beings, as he or his 


friends could be in finding ſome marks of reaſon in 


a creature he was pleaſed to call a yah ; to which 
I owned my reſemblance in every part, but could 
not account for their degenerate and brutal nature. 
I ſaid farther, that if good fortune ever reſtored me 
to my native country to relate my travels hither, 
as I refolved to do, every body would believe, 


that I ſaid the thing.avbich was not ; that I invented 


the ſtory out of my own head; and (with all poſſi- 
dle reſpect to himſelf, his family, and friends, and 
under his promiſe of not being — our coun- 
wymen would hardly think it probable, a 
3 dly . 4 


| | came from a very far country, as I al- 
ready had attempted to tell him, with about fifty 
1 the 
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Houyhnhnm ſhould be the preſiding creature of a 
nation, and a yahoo the brute. 


CMAFT W. 


The Houyhnhoms notion of truth and falſhood. The 


author” s diſcourſe diſapproved by bis maſter. The au- 
thor gives a more particular account of himſelf, and the 
rances of 
uneaſineſs in his countenance ; becauſe doubt- 


mx, or not believing, are fo little known in this coun- 
ny, that the inhabitants cannot tell how to behave 
themſelves under fuch circumſtances. And I remem- 
ber, in frequent diſcourſes with my maſter concern- 


ing the nature of manhood in other parts of the world, 
having occaſion to talk of hing and falſe repreſentation, 
it was with much difficulty that Ire compreh 


ended 
what I meant; although he had otherwiſe a moſt 


acute judgment. For he argued thus; That the uſe 
of ſpeech was to make us underſtand one another, 


and to receive information of facts; now, if any one 


ſaid the thing wich ærus not, theſe ends were defeat- 
ed; becaute I cannot properly be ſaid to underſtand 
him; and I am fo far from receiving information, that 
he leaves me werſe than in ignorance ; for I am led to 


believe a thing back when it is <vhite, and fbort when 


it is long. And thefe were all the notions he had 
concerning that faculty of Hing, fo perfectly well un- 


derſtood, and lo univerſally practiſed, among human 
creatures. | 

To return from this digreſſion; when I afferted that 
the gabe were the only governing animals in my coun- 
try, which my maſter faid, was altogether paſt his 


conception, he defired to know, whether we had 


Houyhnhnnis among us, and what was their employ- 
ment: I told bim, we had great numbers; that in 
ſummer they grazed in the fields, and in winter were 
kept in houſes with hay and oats, where yaboo-ſervants 
were employed to rub their ſkins ſmooth, comb their 


|. manes, pick their feet, ſerve them with food, and 
make their beds. I underſtand you well, ſays my 


lter; 


that, whatever ſhare of reaſon the 
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maſter ; it is now very plain from all you have ſpoken, 
end 

the Houyhnhnms are your maſters ; hearty with — 
.yahoos would be fo tractable. I begged his honour would 

pleaſe to excuſe me from proceeding any farther, be- 
cauſe I was very certain that the account he expe@- 
ed from me would be highly diſpleaſing. But he inſiſt- 
ed in commancCing me to let him know the beſt and 


1 the worſt . 1 told him he ſhould be cbeyed. I owned, 


that the Heuyhnhoms among us, whom we called 
horſes, were the moſt generous and comely animal we 
had; that they excelled in ftrength and ſwifineſs; 
and when they belonged to perfons of quality, were 
employed in travelling, racing, cr drawing chariots, 


they were treated with much kindneſs and care, till 


they fell into difeafes, er became fcurdered in the 
feet ; but then they were ſold, and uſed to all kind 
of drudgery, till they died; after which their ſkins 


ipped, and fold for what they were worth, and | 


were 
their bodies left to be devoured by dogs and birds of 
Prey. But the common race of horſes had not fo good 
fortune, being kept by farmers and carriers and other 
mean people who put them to greater labour, and fed 
them worſe. I deſcribed, as well as I could, our 


way of riding; the ſhape and uſe of a bridle, a 


faddle, a ſpur, and a whip ; of harneſs and wheels. 
TI added, that we faſtened plates of a certain hard 
ſubſtance, called iron, at the bottom of their feet, 
to preſerve their hoofs from being broken 
ſtony ways, on which we often travelled. 75 
My maſter, after ſome expreſſions of great indig- 


nation, wondered how we dared to venture upon 2 


Houyhnham's back; for he was ſure, that the weak- 
eft ſervant in his houſe would be me.y _ of 
the ſtrongeſt yahoo or by lying down, and rolling on 
his back, ſqueeze the brute — death. I anſwered, 


that our horſes were trained up from three or four 
years old to the ſeveral uſes we intended them for; 


that, if any of them proved intolerably vicious, they 
were employed for carriages; that they were ſe- 
verely beaten, while they were young, for any 
miſchievous tricks; that the males, * 


by the 


—_ TJ 


SERENE TIES fare 


FFF 


=: 
77 


| them of the ſame 
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te common uſe of riding or draught, were gene 
rally caffrated about two years after their birth to 
take down their ſpirits and make them more tame and 
gentle: that they were indeed ſenſible of rewards 


and puniſhments; but his honour would pleaſe to 


| conſider, that they had not the leaſt tincture of rea- 


ſon, any more than the yahoos in this country. 
It put me to the pains of many circumlocutions to 
give my maſter a right idea of what I ſpoke ; for 
their language doth not abound in variety of words, 
becauſe their wants and paſſions are fewer than amon 
us. But it is impoſſibl® to expreſs his noble reſent- 
ment at our ſavage treatment of the Houyhnhnm race; 
particularly after I had explained the manner and uſe 


of caſtrating horſes among us to hinder them from 


propagating their kind, and to render them more fer- 
vile. He faid, if it were poflible there could be any 


country, where yahoos alone were endued with rea- 


ſon, they certainly muſt be the governing animal, be- 


_ cauſe reaſon will in time always prevail againft bru- 


tal ftrength. But, confidering the frame of our bo- 


dies, and eſpecially of mine, he thought no creature 


of equal bulk was fo ill contrived for employing that 
reaſon in the common offices of life; whereupon, he 
deſired to know, whether thoſe, among whom | lived, 
reſembled me or the yahoos of his country. I aſſured 


| him, that I was as well ſhape as moſt of my age: 


but the younger, and the females, were more 
ſoft and tender, and the ſkins of the latter generally 
as white as milk. He faid, I differed indeed from 


other yahoos, being much more cleanly, and not al- 


together ſo deformed ; but in point of real advantage 


be thought 4 differed for the worſe. That my nails 
were of no uſe either. to my. fore or hinder-feet ; as 
to my fore-feet, he could noi properly call them by 


that name, for he never obſerved me to. w 


vpan 
them ; that they were too ſoft to bear the ground ; 


that I generally went with them uncovered, 


neither was the covering I ſometimes wore on 
ſhape, or ſo ſtrong as that on my 
feet behind. That I could not walk with any ſecu- 


| rity, forif either of my kinder-feet flipped, I muſt in- 


L 5 evitably 
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front, fo that 
turning my head : 
without hifting one 


the hardneſs 
and ſharpneſs of ſtones without a covering made from 
the ſkin of ſome other brute”; that my whole body 


forced to put on and off every day with tediouſneſs 
and trouble. And laſtly, that he obſerved every ani- 
mal in this country naturally to abhor the Tabor, 
whom the weaker avoided, and the ſtronger drove 
from them. So that, ſuppoſing us to bave the gift 
of reaſon, he could not fee how it were poſlible to 


cure that natural antipathy, which every creature 
_ diſcovered againſt us; nor conſequently, how we | 


could tame and render them ſerviceable. However, 


he would (as be ſaid) debate the matter no farther, 


becauſe he was more deferous to know my own ſtory, 


the country where I was born; and the ſeveral actions 


and events of my lite before I came hither. 


E affured him, how extremely defirous I was, that 


| he ſhould be ſatisfied in every point: but I doubted 
much, whether it would be poſſible for me to explain 


myſelf on ſeveral ſubjects, whereof his honour could 
have no conception; becauſe I faw nothing in his 
country, to which I could refemble them. That how- 
ever I would do my beft, and ſtrive to expreſs my- 
felf by fimilitudes, humbly defiring his aſſiſtance, 


to promife me. 1 

i ſaid, my birth was of honeſt parents in an ifland 
called England, which was remote from this country 
as many Cays journey, as the ſtrongeſt of his honour's 
fervants could travel in the annual courſe of the fun. 
That J was bred a ſurgeon, whoſe trade it is to 
cure wounds and hurts in the body, gotten by 2 


wanted a fence againft heat and cold, which I was 


when I wanted proper words; which he was pleaſed 
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During this diſcourſe, my maſter was | 
int 
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dent or violence; that my country re 

a female man, whom we called Queen. RL 
get riches, whereby I might maintain myſelf and 
when I ſhould return. That in my laſt voy- 
was commander of the ſhip, and had about 
ty Tahios under me, many of which died at ſea, 
and I was forced to gy ow by others picked out 
from ſeveral nations. at our ſhip was twice in 
danger of being ſunk ; the firſt time by a great ſtorm, 
and the ſecond by ſtriking againſt a rock. Here my 
maſter interpoſed by aſking me, how I could perſuade 


ſtrangers out of different countries to venture with 


me, after the lofſes I had fuſtained, and the hazards 
[had run. I faid, they were fellows of defperate 
fortunes, forced to fly from the places of their birth 
on account of their poverty or their crimes. Some 
were undone by law-ſuits ; others ſpent all they had 


in drinking, whoring, and gaming; others fled for 


treaſon; many for murder, theft, poifoning, rob- 
bery, per jury, forgery, coinin 8 falſe money, fer 
committing s or ſodomy; for flying from their 
colours, cr deſerting to the enemy, and moſt of them 
had broken priſon; none of theſe durſt return to their 


native coun: ries for fear of being hanged, or of ſtarv- 


ing in a jail ; and therefore they were under a neceſ- 
ſity of ſeeking a livelihood in other places. 
pleaſed to 


t me ſeveral times; I had made ute of many 

utions in deſcribing to him the nature of 
the ſeveral crimes, for which moſt of our crew had 
been forced to fly their ccuntry. This labour tock 


up ſeveral days converſation, before he was able to 


comprehend me. He was wholly at a loſs to know, 
what could be the uſe or neceſſity of practiſing thoſe 
vices. To clear up which, I endeavoured to give 
him ſome ideas of the deſire of power and riches ; 


| of the terrible effects of luſt, intemperance, malice, 


and envy. . All this I was forced to define and de- 
ſcribe by putting cafes, and making ſuppoſitions. 
After which, like one whoſe imagination. was ſtruck 
with ſomething never ſeen cr heard of before, he 
would lift up his eyes with amazement and indigna- 

| tion. 
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tion. Power, ernment, war, law, puniſhment 
and a enked ties _ had no terms, wherein 
that language could expreſs them ; which made the 
difficulty almoſt in ble to give my maſter 

conception of what I meant. But being of = canal, 


lent underſtanding, much improved by contemplation | 


and converſe, he at laſt arrived at a competent know- 
ledge of what human nature in our parts of the 
world is capable to „ and defired I would 


e AFP V. 


| The author, at his maſter's commands, informs him of the 
Hate of England. The cauſes of war 
of Europe. The author begins 
conſtitution. 


TE reader may pleaſe to obſerve, that the fol- 
5 lowing extract of many converſations I had 
with my maſter, contains a ſummary of the moſt ma- 
terial points, which were diſcourſed at ſeveral times 
for above two years ; his honour often deſiring fuller 
ſatisfaction, as I farther improved in the Houyhnhom 
tongue. TI laid before bim, as well as I could, the 
whole ftate of Europe; I diſcourſed of trade and 
manufactures, of arts and ſciences ; and the anſwers, 


— 


I gave to all the queſtions he made as they atoſe upon 


ſeveral ſubjects, were a fund of converſation not to 
be exhauſted. But I ſhall here only ſet down the 
ſubſtance of what paſſed between us concerning my 
own country, reducing it into order as well as J can, 


without any regard to time-or other circumſtances, 


while I ftriftly adhere to truth. My only concern is, 


that I ſhall hardly be able to do juſtice to my maſter's. 


arguments and expreſſions, which muſt needs ſuffer 


dy my want of capacity, as well as by a tranſlation 


into our barbarous 2 


In obedience therefore to his honour's commands, 


I related to him the revolution under the Prince of 


Orange ; the long war with France entered _y 


0. 
the 
ſen 

dot 
con 
I 


ojve din> fine provienias acurent of thet had, which = 
we call Europe, but eſpecially of my own country. 


among the princes 
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the ſaid Prince and renewed by his ſueceſſor 
ſent , wherein the greateſt powers of 


dom were engaged, and which ftill continued: I 
| computed, at his requeſt, that about a million of T- 


hoos might have been killed in the whole progreſs of 
it ; perhaps a hundred or more cities taken, and 


five times as many ſhips burnt or funk. 


He aſked me what were the. uſual cauſes or mo- 
tives that made one country go to war with another. 


l anſwered they were innumerable; but I ſhould only 
mention a few of the chief. Sometimes the ambition 
| of princes, who never think they have land or people 

_ enough to govern. Sometimes the corruption of mi- 


niſters, who engage their maſter in a war, in order to 
ſtifle or divert the clamour of the ſubjects againſt their 
evil adminiſtration. Difference in opinions hath coft 
many millions of lives : for inſtance, —_ be 
bread, or bread be fleſh; whether the juice of a cer- 
tain berry be bod or wine* whether whiſtling be a 
vice or a virtue ; whether it be better to %% a poſt, 


or throw it into the firef ; what is the beſt colour 


for a coat, whether black, white, red, or grey; and 


whether it ſhould be lang or fbort, narrow or wide, 


dirty or clean, with many more ||. Neither are any 
wars ſo furious and bloody, or of fo long continu- 

ance, as thoſe occaſioned by difference in opinion, 
eſpecially if it be in things indifferent. 

Sometimes the quarre] between two princes is to 
decide, which of them ſhall diſpoſſeſs a third of his 
dominions, where renher of them pretend to any 
right. Sometimes one prince quarrelleth with ano- 
ther, for fear the other ſhould quarrel with him. 
Sometimes a war is entered upon, becauſe the 
is too frcng ; and ſometimes becauſe he is too | 
Sometimes cur neighbours want the things which we 
bave, or have the things which we want; and we 


both fight, till they take ours, or give us theirs. It 
is a very juſtifiable cauſe of a war, to invade a coun- 


try 


Franſobſtantiation. Church-muſic. 1 Kiſſing a croſs. 
The colour and make of ſacred veſtments, and different orders 
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my aſter the 0 have been waſted by famine, de- 


ther to ſecure him agai | | 
ſiſtant, when he had driven out the invader, ſhould 


ſeize on the dominions himſelf, and kill, impriſon, or 


baniſh the prince he came to relieve. Alliance by 
blood, or marriage, is a frequent cauſe of war be- 
tween princes ; and the nearer the kindred is, the 
reater is their diſpoſition to quarrel : poor nations are 
„and rich nations are proud; and pride and 

er will ever be at variance. For theie 


h 

the trade of a ſo/dier is held the moſt honourable of 
all others; becauſe a ſo/dier is a Yahoo hired to kill in 
ne 


cold blood as many of his own ſpecies, who have 
ver offended him, — 2 

There is likewiſe a kind of beggarly princes in 
Europe, not able to make war by themſelves, who 
hire out their troops to richer nations, for ſo much a 


day to each man; of which they keep three-fourths 


to themſelves, and it is the beſt part of their main- 
tenance ; ſuch are thoſe in many northern parts of 

What you have told me (faid wy maſter) upon the 
ſubje& of war, does indeed diſcover moſt admirably 
the effects of that reaſon you pretend to: however it 
is happy that the fame is greater than the 2 ; 
ard that nature has left you utterly incapable of do- 


ing much miſchief. For, your mouths lying flat with 


yeur faces, you can hardly bite each other to any 
purpoſe, unleſs by conſent. Then as to the claws 
upon your feet before and behind, they are fo ſhort 
and tender, that one of our Yahoos would drive a do- 
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and wolves, and birds of prey; plundering, 
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zen of yours before him. And therefore in recount- 
ing the numbers of thoſe who have been killed in 
battle, I cannot but think you have ſaid the thing 
which is not. ; Eo” ST 
I could not forbear ſhaking my head, and ſmiling a 
little at his ignorance. And being no ftranger to the 
art of war, — deſcription of cannons, cul- 
verins, muſquets, carabines, piſtols, bullets, pow- 
der, ſwords, bayonets, battles, ſie ges, retreats, at- 
tacks, undermines, countermines, bombardments, 


| ſea-fights, ſhips funk with a thouſand men, twenty 


thouſand killed on each fide, dying groans, limbs 


ing in the air, ſmoke, noiſe, confuſion, trampling 
225 under horſes feet 8 flight, uit, victory 3 
fields ſtrewed with carcaſſes, left food to dogs 


ping, raviſhing, burning and deftroying. And to 
forth the valour of my own dear countrymen, I affur- 
ed him, that I had ſeen them blow up an hundred 
enemies at once in a ſiege, and as many in a ſhip; 
and beheld the dead bodies drop down in pieces 


from the clouds, to the great diverſion of the ſpec- 


tators “. 5 
I was going on to more particulars, when my ma- 
ſter — me ſilence. He faid, whoever un- 


* It would perhaps be impoſſible, by the moſt laboured argument 
or forcible eloquence, to ſhew the abſurd injuſtice and horrid 
of war ſo effectually, as by this ſimple exhibition of them in a new 
light. With war, including every ſpecies of iniquity and every art 
of deſtruction, we become familiar by degrees, under ſpecious terms, 
which are ſeldom examined, becauſe they are learned at an age, in 
which the mind implicitly receives and retains whatever is i 
Thus it happens when one man murders another to gratify his luſt, 
we ſhadder; but when one man murders a million to gratify his va- 
nity, we approve and we admire, we envy and we applaud. If, 
when this and the preceding pages are read, we diſcover with aſto- 
niſhment, that when the ſame events have occurred in hiſtory, 
no emotion, and acquieſced in wars which we could not 
know to have been commenced for ſuch cauics and carried on by ſuch 
means; let not him be cenſured for too much debaſing his ſpecies, 
who has contributed to their felicity and preſervation, by ſtripping 
off the veil of cuſtom and prejudice, and holding up, in their native 
deformity, the vices by which they become wretched, and the arts 
bywhich they are deſtroyed, Hawkeſ, | 
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derſtood the nature of Taboas, might 
poſſible for ſo vile an animal to be capal 
action I had named, if their ſtreng „ 
equalled their malice. But as my difcourſe had i 
creaſed his abhorrence of the whole ſpecies, fo 
found it gave him a diſturbance in his mind, to 
he was wholly a ftranger before. He thought hi 
| ears, being uſed to ſuch abominable words, mi 
by degrees admit them with leſs deteſtation. That 
alt he 


were ws poſſeſſed of ſome — 1 to encreaſe 


our natural vices ; as the reflection from a troubled { 
ſtream returns the image of an — IL — 


„added, that be bad | 
e added, that he had heard too much upon 


— of war both in this, and ſome former dif- 


our crew left their country on account of be- 


ing ruined by law; that I had already explained the 


meaning of the werd; but he was at a loſs, how it 
ſhould come to paſs, that the law, which was intend- 
ed for every man's preſervation, ſhould be any man's 
ruin. Therefore he defired to be farther fatisfhed 
what I meant by law, and the diſpenſers thereof, ac- 
n_ to the preſent practice in my own country: 

| becauſe he thought nature and reaſon were ſufficient 


vides for a reaſonable animal, as we pretended to 


„in ſhewing us what we ought to do, and what to 
avoid. 
I affured his 8 that /aw was a ſcience, in | 
which I had not much converſed, further than by em- 
ying advocates in vain upon ſome injuſtices, that 
ad been done me ; however I would give him all 
the fausfaQion I was able. 1004 
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courſes. There was another point, which a little 
perplexed xed him at preſent. I had informed him, that 


A 
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attempts with great aukwardreſs, if not with ill will. 
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I faid, there was a ſociety of men us bred 
up from their youth in the art of proving by words 
multiplied for the purpoſe, that white is black, and 
Mack is white, according as they are paid“. To this 
ſociety all the reſt of the people are ſlaves. For ex- 


ample, if my neighbour hath a mind to my cot, he 
hires a layer to prove that he ought to have my cow 


from me. I then hire another to defend my 
right, it being againſt all rules of /aw, that any man 
ſhould be allowed to ſpeak for himſelf. Now in this 
caſe I, who am the right owner, lie under two t 
diſadvantages ; fr ff, my lawyer, being practiſed al- 
moſt from bis cradle in defending falſhood, is quite 
out of his element, when he would be an advocate 
for juſtice, which is an unnatural office, be always 


The ſecond diſadvantage is, that my lawyer muſt pro- 
ceed with great caution, or elſe he will be reprimand- 
ed by the judges, and abhorred by his brethren as 


| one that would leſſen the practice of the /azy. And 


therefore I have but two methods to preſerve my cow. 


The fuſt is, to gain over my adverfary's latayer with 


a double fee; who will then betray his client by in- 
ſinuating, that he hath fuſfice on his fide. The ſe- 


cond way is, for my lawyer to make my cauſe appear 


„ 


ö 


\ 


1 


as unjuſt as he can, by allowing the cozy to belong to 


my adverſary ; and this, if it be ſkilfully done, will 
certainly beſpeak the favour of the bench. Now 
your honcur is to know, that theſe judges are perſons 
appointed to decide all controverſies of property, as 
well as for the trial of criminals, and picked out 


from the moſt dexterous lawyers who are grown old 
er lazy; and having been biaſſed all their lives a- 


| a truth and equity, lie under ſuch a fatal neceſ- 

ty of favouring fraud, perjury, and oppreſſion, that 

I bave known ſome of them refuſe a large bribe from 

the fide where juſtice lay, rather than injure the fa- 

— 4 g any thing unbecoming their nature or 
e. Fm 


It 


As in every cauſe counſel are fee'd on both fides, it cannot be 
pretendee, that this account is much exaggerated. Hawhef. | 
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It is a maxim among theſe lawyers, that whatever 
hath been done before, may legally be done again: 
and therefore they take ſpecial care to record all the 
deciſions formerly made againſt common juſtice, and 
the general reaſon of mankind. Theſe, under the 
name of precedents, they produce as authorities to juſ- 
tify the moſt iniquitous opinions, and the judges 


never fail of directin 12 
In pleading they ſtudiouſſy avoid entering into the 


merits of the cauſe ; but are loud, violent, and te- 
dious, in dwelling all circumſtances which are 


not to the purpoſe. For inſtance, in the caſe alrea- 71 


dy mentioned: they never defire to know what claim 
or title my adverſary hath to my cow; but whether 
the ſaid coxv were red or black; her horns long or 
ſhort ; whether the field I graze her in be round or 


what diſeaſes ſhe is ſubject to, and the like; after 
which they conſult precedents, adjourn the cauſe from 
tune to time, and in ten, twenty, or thirty years 
come to an iſſue. 8 3 

It is like wiſe to be obſerved, that this ſociety hath 
a peculiar cant and jargon of their own, that no 
er mortal can underſtand, and wherein all their 


ſquare; whether ſhe was milked at home or abroad. 


laws are written, which they take ſpecial care to 


multiply; whereby they have wholly confounded the 
very eſſence of truth and falſhood, of right and 
wrong; ſo that it will take thirty years to decide, 
whether the field left me by my anceſtors for ſix ge- 
nerations belongs to me cr to a ſtranger three hun- 
dred miles off 3 | o 
In the trial of perfons accuſed for crimes againſt 
the ſtate, the method is much more {hort and com- 
mendable : the judge firſt ſends to found the diſpeli- 
tion of thoſe in power, after which he can eafily 
hang or fave a crimiral, ſtrictly preſerving all due 
forms of law. | | : 
Here my maſter interpoſing, ſaid it was a pity, that 
creatures endued with ſuch prodigious abilities of 
mind, as theſe lateyers, by the deſcription I gave of 
them muſt certainly be, were not rather encouraged 


to be inſtructors of others in wiſdom and 1 
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nn anſwer to which I affured his honour, that in all 


to one in proportion to the former. That the bulk of 
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points out of their own trade they were uſually the 
moſt ignorant and ſtupid generation among us, the 
moſt deſpicable in common converſation, avowed ene- 
mies to all knowledge and „ equally diſ- 

to pervert the general reaſon of mankind in 


— other ſubject of diſcourſe as in that of their 


ene n 
4 continuation of the flate of England under Queen Anne. 
The character of a firſt miniſter of flate in European 


courts. 


M. maſter was yet wholly at a loſs to underſtand, 


what motives could incite this race of lawyers, 
to perplex, diſquiet, and weary themſelves, and en- 
gage in a confederacy of injuſtice, merely for the fake 
of injuring their fellow-animals ; neither could he 


comprehend what I meant in ſaying, they did it for 


lire. Whereupon I was at much pains to deſcribe 
to him the uſe of money, the materials it was made of, 


nunc the value of the metals, that when a Yahoo had 


got a great ſtore of this precious ſubſtance, he was 
able to purchaſe whatever he had a mind to, the 
fineſt clothing, the nobleſt houſes, great traQs of 
land, the moſt ceſtly meats and drinks; ard have his 
choice of the moſt beautiful females. Therefore fince 
money alone was able to perform all theſe feats, our 
Yahoos thought they could never have enough of it 
to ſpend, or to ſave, as they found themſelves inclin- 
ed from their natural bent either to profuſion or 
avarice. That the rich man enjoyed the fruit of the 
poor man's labour, and the latter were a thouſand 


our people were forced to live miſerably, by labouring 


every day for ſmall wages, to make a few live plenti- 


- | 


| 


fully. I enlarged myfelf much on theſe and many 

particulars to the ſame purpoſe : but his honour 
was ſtill to ſeek ; for he went upon a ſuppoſition, that 
all animals had a title to their ſhare in the — + 
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_ reſt. Therefore he defired I would let him know, 
what theſe coſtly meats were, and how any of us hap- 
pened to want them. Whereupon I enumerated as 

many forts as came into my head, with the various 

methods of dreſſing them, which could not be done 
without ſending veſſels by ſea to every of the 
world, as well for liquors to drink, as for fauces, and 
innumerable other conveniencies. I aſſured him that 
this whole globe of earth muſt be at leaſt three times 
gone round, before one of our better female Yahoo, 
could get her breakfaſt or a cup to put it in. He faid 
that muſt needs be a miſerable country, which cannot 
furniſh food for its own inhabitants. But what he 

chiefly wondered at was, how fuch vaſt tracts of 


eſb water, and the people put to the neceſſity of 
ſending over the ſea for drink. I replied, that Eng- 
land (the dear place of my nativity) was computed to 


uce. three times the quantity of food, more than 


its inhabitants are able to conſume, as well as li 

extracted from grain, or preſſed out of the fruits of 
certain trees, which made excellent drink ; and the 
fame proportion in every other convenience of life. 
But in order to feed the luxury and int of 
the males, and the vanity of the females, we ſent 
away the greateſt part of our neceſſary things to other 
countries, from whence we in return brought the ma- 
terials of diſeaſes, folly, and vice, to ſpend among 
ourſelves. Hence it follows of neceſſity, that vaſt 
numbers of our people are compelled to ſeek their 


livelihood by begging, robbing, ſtealing, cheating, 


pimping, flattering, ſuborning, forſwearing, forging, 
ing, lying, fawning, hectoring, voting, ſcribling, 
-gazing, poiſoning, whoring, canting, libelling, 
free-thinking, and the like occupations : every one 
of which terms I was at much pains to make him un- 

That wine was not imported among us from foreign 


countries to ſupply the want of water, or other drinks, | 


but becauſe it was a fort of liquid, which made us 
merry by putting us out of our ſenſes, diverted al 
melancholy 


round, as I deſcribed, ſhould be wholly without | 


S rg -er tri © 


made our li unco 


' whe get their Eveliboed by arteading the fick, having 


is liquor us with di 
mfortable and ſhort 
t beſide all this, the bulk of our people ſupport- 
ed themſelves by furniſhing the neceſſities or conve- 
niencies of life to the rich, and to each other. For 
inſtance, when I am at home, and dreſſed as I ought 
to be, I carry on my body the workmanſhip of an 
hundred tradeſmen ; the building and furniture of 
my houſe employ as many more, and five times the 


number to adorn my wife. 


[I was going on to tell bim of another fort of people, 


upon fome occaſions informed his honour, that many 
of my crew had died of diſeaſes. But bere it was 
with the utmoſt difficulty, that I brought him to ap- 
prehend what I meant. He could eafily conceive, 
that a Houyhnhnm grew weak and heavy a few days 
before his death, or by ſome accident might hurt a 
limb: but that nature, who works all things to per- 


| fefion, thould ſulfer any pains to breed in our bodies, 


he thought it impoſſible, and defired to know the rea- 
ſon of fo unaccountable an evil. I told him, we fed 
on a thouſand things, which operated contrary to each 


other; that we eat them when we were not hungry, 


and drank without the provocation of thirſt ; that we 
lat whole nights drinking ftrong liquors without eating 
2 bit, which diſpoſed us to ſloth, enflamed our bodies, 


and precipitated or prevented digeſtion. That 


proſtitute female Yahoos acquired x certain malady, 
which bred rottenneſs in the bones of thoſe who fell 
into their embraces ; that this and many other 
diſeaſes were propagated from father to ſon ; fo that 


— Homer terms by it is gen 


| 264 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. aW. 
great numbers come into the world with complicated 


maladies upon them : that it would be endleſs to give 
him a catalo e of all diſeaſes incident to human 


bodies ; for they could not be fewer than five or fix 
hundred ſpread over every limb and joint ; in ſhort, 
every part, external and inteſtine, having diſeaſes 
iated to itſelf. To remedy which there was a 
fort bred up among us in the or 
pretence of curing the fick. And becauſe I had ſome 
2838 „I would in gratitude to his honour 
im know the whole myſtery, and method, 

which they proceed. * 
eir — tal 1 — iſeaſes i a from 
- from whence they e, that a gre: 
— the 


evacuation of the body is neceſſary either t 

natural paſſage, or upwards at their mouth. The 
next buſineſs is from herbs, minerals, gums, oils, 
ſhells, falts, juices, fea-weed, excrements, barks 
of trees, ſerpents, toads, frogs, ſpiders, dead mens 
| fleſh and bones, birds, beaſts, and fiſhes to forma 
* ſition for ſmell and taſte the moſt abominable, 


nauſeous, and deteſtable, they can poſſibly contrive, 


which the ſtomach immediately rejects with loathing; 
and this they call a vomit - or elſe from the fame 
ſtore-houſe, with ſome other poiſonous additions, 
they command us to take in at the orifice above or 
below (juſt as the phyſician then happens to be diſpoſ- 
ed) a medicine equally annoying and dif; to the 
bowels ; which, relaxing the belly, drives down all 
before it; and this they call a purge or a c/y/ffer. For 
nature (as the phyſicians alledge) having intended 
the ſuperior anterior orifice only for the intromiſſion of 
ſolids and liquids, and the inferior jor for 
ejection; theſe Irtiſts 1 2 that in all 
diſeaſes nature is forced out of her ſeat, therefore to Y 
replace her in it, the body muſt be treated in a man- 
ner directly contrary, by interchanging the uſe of each 
orifice ; forcing folids and liquids in at the aw, 
and making evacuations at the mouth. 

But befides real __ we are * 1 
that are only imaginary, for which the phyſici re 
invented imaginary cures; theſe have their ſeveral 

| names, 


— - 


[3 


* 


serif Fri 2 


8 
F 


Ty wiſe man retires, and gives over all h 
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names, and ſo have the 


drugs that are proper for 
them ; and with theſe our female Taboos are always 
One great excellency in this tribe is their ſkill at 


prognoftics, wherein they ſeldom fail; their predictions 


in real diſeaſes, when they riſe to any degree of 
malignity, generally portending death, which is always 
in their power, when recovery is not : and therefore 
upon any unexpected Er of amendment after t 
have unced their ſentence, rather than be 
ed as falſe prophets, they know how to approve their 
acity 8 world by a ſeaſonable doſe. Os 
y are likewiſe of ſpecial uſe to huſbands and 
wives, who are grown weary of their mates ; to el- 
deſt ſons, to great miniſters of ſtate and often to 
inces. 1 5 
* had formerly upon occaſion diſcourſed with my 
maſter upon the nature of gavernment in general, and 
particularly of our own excellent conſtitution, deſerved- 
iy the wonder and envy of the whole world. But 
having here accidently mentioned a minifter of flate , 


= he commanded me ſome time after to inform him, 


what ſpecies of Tabos I particularly meant by that 


appellation. 


1 told him, that a firſt or chief miniſter of ſtate, 


who was the perſon I intended to defcribe, was a 


creature wholly exempt from joy and grief, love and 
hatred, pity and anger; at leaſt, makes uſe of no 
other paſſians, but a violent defire of wealth, power, 


and titles; that he applies his words to all ufes, ex- 


cept to the indicatizn of his mind; that he never 
tells a truth but with an intent that you ſhould rake 
it for a le; ror a lie, but with a defign that you 
ſhould take it for a truth; that thoſe he ſpeaks worſt 
of behind their backs are in the ſureſt way of prefers 
ment ;- ard whenever he begins to praiſe you to 
others, or to yourſelf, you are from that day forlorn. 
The worſt mark you can receive is a promiſe, eſpecially 
when it is confirmed with an oath ; after which eve- 


There are three methods, by which a man may 


_ Tife to be chief miniſter. The firſt is by knowing how 


„ Or a 


with prudence to diſpoſe of a wife, a dau 
TTY '$ 
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| fiſter : the ſecond by betraying or undermining his 


: and the third is, by a furious zeal i 
blic aſſemblies againſt the corruptions of the — 
Zut a wiſe prince would rather chooſe to 
zealots prove always obſequious and 
ſubſervient 8 will and paſſions of their — wy 
That theſe miniſters, having all employments at their 
diſpoſal, preſerve themſelves in power by bribing the 
majority of a ſenate or great council; and at laſt by 

an expedient called an act of indemnity (whereof | 
deſcribed the nature to him) they ſecure themſelves 


from after reckonings, and retire from the public 


laden with the yu of the nation. | 

The palace of a chief miniſter is a ſeminary to breed 
up others in his own trade : the pages, lacquies, and 
porter, by imitating their maſter, become miniſters of 
fate in their ſeveral diſtricts, and learn to excel in the 
_ three principal ingredients, of inſolence, lying, and bribe- 
xy. Accordingly they have a ſubaltern court paid to 
them by perſons of the beſt rank; and ſometimes, by 
the force of dexterity and unpudence, arrive through 

' ſeveral gradations to be ſucceſſors to their lord. 
He is uſually governed by a decayed wench, or fa- 
vourite footman, who are the funnels through which 
all ow are conveyed, and may 4 be called, 
in the laſt reſort, the governors of the kingdom. One 
day in diſcourſe, my maſter, having heard me mention 
the nobility of my country, was pleaſed to make me a 
compliment, which I could not pretend to deſerve : 


that be was ſure, I muſt have been born of ſome | 
noble family, becauſe far exceeded in ſhape, colour, 


and cleanlineſs all the Tabous of his nation, although 
I ſeemed to fail in ftrength and agility, which muſt 
be imputed to my different way of living from thoſe 
other brutes ; and beſides, I was not only endued 
with the faculty of ſpeech, but likewiſe with ſome mu- 
diments of reaſon, to a degree, that with all his ac- 
quaintance I paſſed for a prodigy. | 
He made me obſerve, 1 among the Houyhnhnms, 

the white, the ſorrel, and the iron- grey, were not ſo 
exaQtly ſhaped as the bay, the dapple-grey, and the 


black ; 
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ments for the good opinion he was 
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Hack ; nor born with equal talents of mind, or a ca- 
pacity to improve them; and therefore continued al- 
ways in the condition of ſervants, without ever aſ- 
piring to match out of their own race, which in that 
country would be reckoned monſtrous and unnatural. 
I made his honour my moſt humble acknowledge- 


of me; but aſſured him at the { time, that my 


birth was of the lower ſort, having been born of plain 


honeſt parents, who were juſt able to give me a tole- 
rable education: that nobility among us was —_ 
ther a different thing from the idea he had of it ; that 
our young noblemen are bred from their childhood in 


idleneſs and luxury; that, as ſoon as years will permit, 


they conſume their vigour, and contract odious diſea- 
ſes among lewd females ; and when their fortunes are 
almoſt ruined, they ſome women of mean 


| = J 
| birth, difagreeable perſon, and unſound conſtitution, 


merely for the fake of money, whom they bate and 


That the production of fuch marriages are 


| generally ſcrophulous, ricketty, or deformed children; 


by which means the family feidom continues above 
three generations, unle's the wife takes care to provide 


 « healthy father among her neighbours or domeſtics in 


order to unprove and continue the breed. That a 
weak diſeaſed body, a meagre countenarce, and 
fallow complexion are the true marks of noble Bod; 
and a healthy robuſt appearance is ſo diſgraceful in a 
man of quality, that the world concludes his real 
father to have been a graum, or a caachman. The 


imperfections of his mind run parallel with thoſe of 


his body, being a compoſition of ſpleen, dulneſs, ig- 
norance, caprice, ſenſuality, and pride. 
Without the coofent of this illuſtricus body no law 


can be enacted, repealed, ur alered ; and theſe 


mbles have likewiſe the deciſions of all our poſſeſſic ns, 
without appeal. F 
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CHAP. VIL 


The authors great love of his native country. His maſ- 


ter” s obſervations upon the cumſtitutium and amin 
of Sg ogy rv ws ney wt 
caſes and compariſons. — obſervations upon 
 buman nature. ; 


too apt to conceive * tg 
opinion of buman kind from that intire con 
_ twixt me and their Yahoos. But I muſt f 
that the many virtues of thefe excellent 
ced in oppoſite view to human corruptions, had fo 
3 my eyes, and enlarged my underſtanding, 

began to view the actions and paſſions of man 
in a very different light; and to think the honour of 
mfg = oy when, wht which beſides it 
. impoſſible for me to do, before a perſon of 
8 fo acute Jud 


oily 6s yy mas. who daily convin- 
thouſand faults in myſelf, whereof I 


| had not the leaſt perception before, and which with 


us would never be numbered even among human infir- 
mities. I had likewife learned from his example an 
utter deteſtation of all falſhood or diſguiſe ; 


and truth 


facrificing every thing to it. 
Let me deal fo candidly with the reader as to con- 


fes, that there was yet a much ſtronger motive for the 
' freedom I took i in my repreſentation of things. I had 
not been a year in this country, before I contracted 
ſuch a love and veneration for the inhabitants, that ! 
entered on a firm reſolution never to return to human 
kind, but to paſs the reſt of my life among theſe ad- 
mirable Houyhnhnuis im the contemplation and practice 
of every virtue; where I could have no example 

or incitement to vice. But it was decreed by fortune, 
my perpetpal enemy, that ſo great a felicity ſhould 


not to my ſhare. However i it is row ome comfort 
| to 


appeared ſo amiable to me, that I determined upon 


| 


: 
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I ex- 


myſelf and my country : that he looked upon us as a 
fort of animals, to whoſe ſhare, by what accident he 
could not conjefture, ſome pittance of reaſor 
fallen, whereof we made no other uſe, than by its 
ance to aggravate our natural corruptions, and to 
new ones, which nature had not given us: 
diſarmed ourſelves of the few abilities ſhe had 
; had been very ſucceſsful in multiplying 
wants, and fe to ſpend our whole 
in vain endeavours to y them by our own 
That as to myſelf it was manifeſt, I had 
ength or agility of a common T; 
I walked infirmly on my hinder feet; had found 
a contrivance to make my claws of no uſe cr de- 
fence, and to remove the hair from my chin, which 

was intended as a ſhelter from the fun and the wea- 


© 


4 


f 
; 


£4 


That our inftitutions of government ond law were 
plainly owing to our groſs defects in reaſon, and by 
conſequence in virtue; becauſe reaſon alone is fufficient 
to govern a rational creature ; which was therefore a 


character we had no pretence to challenge, even from 
the account I had given my own people : although 
6 he 
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r that in order to favour them 
F had many | 
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Lies 


: 
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| aſſigned was, the odiouſneſs of their own 
„Which all could fee in the reft but not in 
themſelves. He had therefore begun to think it not 
unwiſe in us to cover our bodies, and by that invention 
conceal many of our deformities from each other, 
which would elſe be hardly fupportable. But he now 
found he had been miſtaken, and that the diſſenſions 
of thoſe brutes in his country were owing to the fame 
_ cauſe with ours, as I had deſcribed them. For if 
(faid he) you throw among five Taboas as much food 
as would be _— for fifty, they ws — 

eat] ceably, fall together by the ears, 
1 1 to Pn all to itſelf ; and therefore 


] 


2, 


I | a fervant was uſually emploved to ſtand by, while 


they were feeding abroad, and thoſe kept at home 
were tied at a diſtance from each other ; that if a cow 
died of age or accident, before a Houvhnhem could 
ſecure it for his own TYahos, thoſe in the neighbour- 
hood would come in herds to ſeize it, and then 
would enſue ſuch a battle as I had deſcribed, with 
terrible wounds made by their claus cn boch fides, 
although they ſeldom were able to Eill ore another 
for want of ſuch ccnvenient inſtruments of death 2+ 
we had invented. At other times the like battles 
| have been fouzht between the Yahoos of feveral neigh- 
 bourhoods without any viſible cauſe : thote of one 


diſtrict watching ell opportuvities to furprize the next, 


before they are prepared. But if they find their — 


known to hate one another, more than they did 
different ſpecies of animals; and the reaſon 


22 rtr Titterten! 
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fixed in the earth, as it ſometimes happeneth, 
will dig with their claws for whole days to get them 
out ; then carry them away and hide them BY 
heaps in their kennels ; but ftill looking round with 

eat caution for fear their comrades ſhould find out 


Eee 
avarice 


had » 


. 
ght the whole herd to the place, there 


en fell to biting and tearing the 

reſt ; began to pine away, would neither eat, nor 
into the ſame hole, and hide them as 

which when his Yahoo had found, he preſent- 


P recovered his fpirits, and good humour, but took 
| care to remove them to a better hiding-place, and 
hath ever fince been a very ſerviceable brute *. 
My maſter farther aſſured me, which I alſo obſerv- 
ed, myſelf, that in the fields where ſbining ffones 
_ the fierceſt and moſt 1 5 es are 
bouring Y'ahoos. l | _ 
He faid, it was common, when two Yahoos diſco- 
vered ſuch a fone in a field, and were contendin 
which of them ſhould be the proprietor, a third woul 
take the advantage, and carry it away from ow 
| - 


© Nothing can be faid to make avarice 2 greater reproach to man- 
except that it is a vice which this deſcription will not cure. 


1 
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both ; which my maſter would needs contend to have 
fome kind of reſemblance with our ſuits at law; 
wherein I thought it for our credit not to undeceive 
him ; fince the decifion he mentioned was much more 
equitable than many decrees among us; becauſe the 
plaintiff and the defendant there loſt nothing beſide 
the fone they contended for, whereas our courts of 
_ equity would never have diſmiſſed the cauſe, while 
either of them had any thing left. 

My maſter continuing his diſcourſe ſaid, there was 
nothing that — 7 wy the Yahoos more odious, than 
their undiftinguiſhing appetite to devour every thi 
that came in 3 herbs, — — 
ries, the corrupted fleſh of animals, or all mingled 


together: and it was peculiar in their temper, that 


they were fonder of what they could get by rapine 
_ fealth 12 greater ng ny _ — 
provided for them at home. If their 
ey would eat till they were ready a 
which nature had pointed out to them a certain 
that gave them a general evacuation. 
| There was alſo another kind of root very juicy 
ſomewhat rare and difficult to be found, which 
 Yaboos fought for with much eagerneſs, and 
ſuck it with great delight; it produced in them 


32s 


OE —— 


after 


L 


tumble, and then fall aſleep in the mud. 

I did indeed obſerve that the Yahoos were the only 
animals in this country ſubje& to any diſeaſes; which 
however were much fewer than horſes have among us, 
and contracted not by any ill treatment they meet 
with, but by the naſtineſs and greedineſs of that ſordid 
| brute. Neither has their language any more than a 
general appellation for thoſe maladies, which is bor- 
rowed from the name of the beaſt, and called hnea- 
yahoo or the Yahoo's evil, and the cure preſcribed is a 
mixture of their oxvn dung and urine, forcibly put down 


the Yahoo's throat. This I have fince often known to 


have been taken with ſucceſs, and do here freely re- 


Fs 
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grin, and chatter, and reel, and 


pe — ————— * 
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. produced 


25 an Tee. .be et — al Ales 


Th to — vernment, arts, manufactures, 
and the like, my confeſſed he could find little 


| or no reſemblance between the Taboos of that country = 


and thoſe in ours. For he only meant to obſerve, 
what there was in our natures. He had heard 

fome curious Hou obſerve that in moſt 
there was a fort of | 


11 


4 
17 


in diſpoſition, than any of the reſt. That 
120 ufually a favourite as hike himſelf as he 
uld whoſe e was to lick bis maſter's 
, and — the Yahoos t his 
which he was now and then rewarded 
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., dut — 
moment t de is diſcarded, his fucceffor at ns | 


I durſt make no return to this malicious infinuation, 
which de baſed human underſtanding below the ſaga- 


city of a common hound, who hath judgment enough 


w diftinguith and follow the cry of the ab dog in 
» | 
My maſter told me there were ſome qualities re- 
markable in the Yahoos, which he had not þ 4 aces" me 


o mention, or at leaſt very lightly, in the accounts 1 


lad given him of human kind; he faid thoſe ani- 
mals like other brutes had their females in common ; 


but in this they differed, that the ſhe Yahoo would 


admit the mate, while the was pregnant and an 


® Flattery and pimping, e 


ll 
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the hees would quarrel and fight with the females, 
as with each other. Both which practices were 
ſuch degrees of infamous brutality, as no other ſenſuive 
creature ever arrived at. 3 a 
Another thing he wondered at in the yahoos, was 
their ſtrange diſpoſition to naſtineſs and dirt; where- 
as there appears to be a natural love of cleanlineſs in 
all other animals. As to the two former accuſations, 
Iwas glad to let them paſs without any reply, becauſe 
J had not a word to offer upon them in defence of 
my ſpecies, which otherwiſe I certainly had done 
from my own inclinations. But I could have 
_ vindicated human kind from the imputation of fin 
gularity upon the laſt article, if there had been any 
 favine in that country (as unluckily for me there were 
not) which although it may be a /qveetey quadruped than 
ice 


oY . 


a yahoo, canrot, I humbly conceive, in juſt 


pretend 
to more cleanlineſs; and fo his honour himſelf muſt 


have owned, if he had ſcen their filihy way of — 
and their cuſtom of wallow ing and ſleeping in the 
My maſter likewiſe mentioned another ity, 
which his fcrvants had Ciſcovered in ſeveral aan, 
and to him was wholly unaccountable. He faid, 2 
fancy would ſometimes take a yahoo to retire into « 
corner, to lie down, and how! and , and 


away all that came near bim, although he were | 


young and fat, wanted neither food nor water; nor 
did the ſervants imagine what could poſſibly ail him. 
And the only remedy they found was, to ſet him to 
hard work, after which he would infallibly come to 


himfelf. To this I was filent out of partiality to my | 


own kind ; yet here I could plainly diſcover the true 
feeds of ſpleen, which only ſeizeth on the /azy, the 
luxurious, and the rich ; who if they were forced to 
undergo the ſame regimen, I would undertake for the 
His honour had farther obſerved, that a female 
yahoo would often ſtand behind a bank or a buſh to 

gaze on the young males paſſing by, and then ap- 
_ pear, ard hide, he many antic geſtures and gris 


maces, at which time it was obſerved that ſhe had a 
moſt offenſi2'e ſmell; and when any of the males ad- 
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X | | e ob- 
„ Or had been told him by others: how- 
not reflect without ſome amazement 
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cos of thoſe unnatural appetites in both 
„ fo common among us. But nature, it ſeems, 
been ſo expert a ſchool-miſtreſs ; and theſe 


TH 
IH! 


8 I ought to have underſtood human nature 
much better, than I ſuppoſed it poſſible for my 
matter to do, ſo it was eaſy to apply the character he 
gave of the yahoos to mytelf, and my countrymen ; 
and I believed I could yet make farther edifcoveries 
from my own obſcrvation. I therefore often begged 
his honour to let me go among the herds of yahoos in 
the neighbourhood, to which he always very graci- 
oully conſented, being perfectly convinced, that the 
latred I bore thoſe brutes would never ſuffer me to 
be corrupted by them ; and his honour ordered one 
of his ſervants, a ſtrong ſorrel nag, very honeſt and 
gpod-natured, to be 8 without whoſe pro- 


_ 7 
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tection I durſt not undertake fuck adventures. Far 1 
have already told the reader, 22. 

four times 


ſelf dy 
ked a 


7 
is always perſecuted by the w 


ught a young male of three years 
old, and endeavoured by all marks of tenderneſs to 
make it quiet; but the little imp fell a ſqualling. and 
ſcratching, and biting with ſuch violence, that I was 


forced to let it go; and it was high time, for a whole 
oop of old ones came abcut us at the noiſe, but 


finding the cub was ſafe (for away it run) and my 
ſorrel nag being by, they durſt not venture near us. 
E ebſerved the young animal's fleſh to ſmell very 
rank, and the ftink was ſomewhat between a weaſe/ 
and a fox, but much more difagreeable. I * 
another circumſtance (and perhaps I might have 
reader's 
F held the odious vermin in my hands, it voided its 
filthy excremeats of a yellow liquid ſubſtance all 
over my clpaths ; but by good fortune there was 2 
fmall brook hard by, where I waſhed myſelf as clean 
as I could; although I durſt not come into my ma- 
ſer's preſence, until I were ſufficiently aired. 

By what I could diſcover, the Yahoos appear to be 
the moſt unteachable cf all animals; their capacities 
never reaching higher than to draw or carry burthens. 
n this defect ariſeth chiefly from 
a perverſe, reſtive diſpoſition. For they are cunning, 
malicious, treacherous and revengeful. They are 


F have 


if it were wholly cmitted) that while 
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bidinous and miſchievous than the reſt, whom yet | 
much — in ſtrength and activity. 


| wildrat) which they greedily devour. Nature hath 


taught them to dig deep holes with their nails on the 


will pardon my relating an odd adventure. 

Being one day abroad with my protector the forret 
nag, and the weather exceeding hot, Ientreated him 
to let me bathe in a river that was near. He con-- 
ſented, and I immediately ſtripped myſelf ſtark naked, 
and went down foftly into the ſtream. It 
that a young female Taboo, ſtanding bebind a bank, 
faw the whole oceeding,. and, erflamed by deſire, 
as the nag and J conjeftured, came running with all 
= and leaped into the water within five yards of 

place 4 I bathed. I was never in my life fo 


tembly frighted; the nag was grazing at di-- 


ſtance, and not fuſpcRing any harm. She embraced 
me after a moſt ſulſome manner; I roared as loud as 


could, and the nag came galloping towards me, 
whereupon ſhe 2 her * with the uemoſt re- 
2 and leape fite bank, where 


gazing 2 — all th the time I was put 


ag my cloaths. 

was a matter of diverſion to my maſter and 
bis family, as well as of mortification to myſelf. For 
now I could no longer deny, that I was pg Yahoo. 
i every limb and feature, fince the. females * 
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natural propenſity to me, as one of their 
bed of td dives of © val 


As theie noble Houyhnhnms are endowed by na- 
ture with a general diſpoſition to all virtues, and have 
no ions or ideas of what is evil in a rational 
creature; fo their grand maxim is, to cultivate reaſon 
and to be wholly governed by it. Neither is reaſon 
among them a point problematical, as with us, where 


men can argue with plauſibility on both fides of a 


queſtion ; but ſtrikes you with immediate ccnviftion ; 
as it muſt needs do, where it is not mingled, obſcur- 
ed, or diſcoloured, by paiſion, and interett. I re- 
member it was with extreme difficulty, that I could 


bring my maſter to underftard the meaning of the 


word opinion, or how a point cculd be diſputable; 
becauſe rea/or taught us to {firm or deny only where 


we are certain; and beyond our kruwledge we can- 


not do either. So tba controverſies, wranglings, 
diſputes, and poſitiveneis. in falſe or dubious prepo- 
| Gtions, are evils unknown among the Houybnhnms. 
In the like manner, when TI uſed to explain to him 
our ſeveral ſyſtems of natural philoſophy, he would 


laugh, that a creature pretending to reaſon ſhould va- 
lue itſelf upon the knowledge of other people's con- 


jectures, and in things where that knowledge, if 
it were certain, could be of no uſe. Wherein he 
agreed mtirely with the fentimenes of Socrates, as 
Plato delivers them; which I mention as ihe higheſt 
honour I can Co that prince of philoicphers. I have 
often fince refleQed, u hat deſtruction ſuch a dectrine 
would make in the likrartes ct Eurcpe ; and how 
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i being cver-buribered with numbers. 
of inferior Heu) huhnms, bred up to be fervants, is 
rot fo ſtrictly limited upon this article; theſe are al- 
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paths to fame would be then ſhut up in the 


Z 


Houyhnhoms* ; and 


particular objects, but univerſal to the 
For om t 
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he had for his own. They will have it 
nature teaches them to love the whole ſpecies, 
and it is reaſon only that maketh a diſtinction of per- 


E 


ſons, where there is a ſuperior degree of virtueF. 


When the matron Houybnhnms have produced one 
of each ſex, they no longer accompany with their 


conſorts, except they loſe one of their iſſue by ſome 


caſualty, which very ſeldom happens: but in ſuch a 
caſe they meet again; or when the like accident be- 
fals a perſon whote wife is paſt bearing, ſome other 
couple beſtow him one of their own colts, and then 
* again until the mother is pregnant. 

is caution is neceſſary to prevent the country from 
But the race 


lowed 
Their virtuous qualities are only negative. Orrery. 3 
ve here view the pure inſtincts of brutes, acting in their nar- 
row ſphere, merely for their immediate preſervation. 
+ It may perhaps be thought ſomewhat ſtrange, that the ſenſe 


| tf the noble commentator ſhould appear to be &rectly oppofite to 


that cf the author, in the paſſages which theſe notes were intended 


| w:illuftrate. But this apparent oppoſition may ariſe merely from 
| their uling the tam: word in an oppoſite ſenſe; as by the word can- 


der, his lordſhip always means a quality which inclines a man to 


n the worſt cc nſtruction upon the words and actions of another; 
' id bycandour, the Dean always meuns juſt the contrary. 


Compare the not frem O:rery in Gulliver's travels, Vol. IV. 
*. with Swift's apolicgy for the Tale of a Tub, in V. I. I. p. 2. 
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. . 


But the violation of marriage, or any other — 


» Was never heard of: and the married pair paſs 
their lives with the ſame friendſhip, and mutual be- 
nevolence, that they bear to all others of the ſame 


— who come in their way; without jealouſy, 


ndnefs, quirrc!ling, or diſcontent. 


In educating the youth of both ſexes their method 


is admirable, and highly deſerveth our imitation. 
Theſe are not ſuffered to taſte a grain of oats, except 


upon certain days, till eighteen years old; nor mill 


but very rarely; and in ſummer they graze two hours 
in the morning, and as many in the evening, which 
their parents likewiſe obſerve ; but the ſervants are 


not allowed above half that time, and a great part 


of their graſs is brought home, which they eat at the 


moſt convenient hours, when they can be beſt ſpared 


from work. 


Temperance, induſtry, exerciſe, and cleanlineſs, are / 


the leſſons <qually enjoined to the young ones of both 


ſexes: and my maſter thought it monſtrous in us to 


5 give the females a different kind of education from 


the males, except in ſome articles of domeſtic ma. 


nagement; whereby, as he truly obſerved, one half 
of our natives were good for nothing but bringing 
children into the world: and to truſt the care of our 


children to ſuch uſeleſs animals he faid, was yet 2 
But 


greater inſtance of brutality. 
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leaping, and other feats of ſtreungth and agility; 
where the victor is rewarded, with a ſong in his or 
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her praiſe. On this feſtival the ſervants drive a herd 


of Laboos into the field laden with bay, and oats, and 
| for a repaſt to the Heuynhums; after which 


any want (which is but ſeldom) it is immediately 
 fupplied by unanimous conſent and contribution. 
Here likewiſe the regulation of children is ſettled : 


2s for inftance, if a Houyhnhnm hath two males, he 


CHAP. IX. 


4 grand debate at the ge enbly of the Houyhnhnms, 
| + yogi woe: or | - 


learning 


changeth one of them with another that hath two 

| females: and when a child hath been loft by any ca- 
ſualty, where the mother is 

termined what fami 

ther to ſupply the lots. 


paſt breeding, it is de- 
in the diſtrict ſhal! breed ano- 


of the 


Houyhnhnms. Their buildings. Their manner of bu- 
rials. The defedtiveneſs of their language. Y 


8 
Gif. In 


NE of theſe aſſemblies was held in my 
time, about three months before my departure, 


maſter went as the repreſentative of our 


this counſel was reſumed their 


old de- 


dee, 


and carriage: that there ſeemed to be much truth in 


animal, eaſily kept, more tame ard orderly, 
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ed ſeveral arguments of great ſtrength and wei 

alledging, that as the Tabons were the — 
noiſome, and deformed animal which nature ever 
— ſo they were the moſt reſtive and indoci- 


I mikchievers znd moticiens : they wants — = 


ly fuck the teats of the Houyhnhams cows ; and 


de vour their cats, trample down their oats and graſe, 
if they were not continually watched, and commit a 


thouſand other extravagancies. He took notice of a 
general tradition, that Taboas had not been always 
in their country; but that many ages ago two of 
theſe brutes appeared er upon a mountain; 
whether produced by the heat of the fun and corrupt- 
ed mud and flime, or from the ooze and froth of the 


fea, was never known: that theſe Tabuos engendered, 


and their brood in a ſhort time grew fo numerous as 
to over-run and infeſt the whole nation: that the 
 Houyhnhnms to get rid of this evil made a general 


deſtroying the elder, every Houyhnhnm kept two 
young ones in a kennel, and brought them to ſuch a 
degree of tamenefs, as an animal fo favage by nature 
can be capable of acquiring; uſing them for draught 


this tradition, and that thoſe creatures could not be 
Ylahniamihy (or aburigines of the land) becauſe of 


other animals, bore them; which although thei evil 
diſpoſition ſufficiently de ſer uad, could never have ar- 
rived at fo high a degree, if they had been Abori- 
gines ; or elſe they would hive long fince been rooted 
out: that the inhabitants, taking a fancy to uſe the 
fervice of the Yaboos, had very imprudently neglected 
to cultivate the breed of afſes, which are a comely 


any offenſive ſmell, ſtrong enough for 


2 


the violent hatred the Houyhnhnms, as well as all 


agrar RS © 


hunting, and at encloſed the whole herd; and 


2 = 


Q 


ApS i e 


5 


und, if their braying be no a 


purpoſe, when my 


_ fen: 
their 


7241 


' Hor to the Houyhnhum race, as the Yahoos of their 
mentioned a cuſtom we had of caffrating Houyh 
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yield to the other in agility of body ; 
— greeable ſound, it is far 
erable to the horrible howlings of the Taboas. 15 
geveral others declared their ſentiments to the ſame 
. maſter an expedient to 
the aſſembly, whereof he had indeed borrowed the 
hint from me. He approved of the tradition men- 
tioned by the honourable member, who ſpoke before ; 
and affirmed, that the two Yahoos, faid to be firſt 
ſeen among them, had been driven thither over the 
that coming to land, and being forſaken by 
— they __ to the —— and 
degeneratin egrees, me in dime 
as hogs, than thoſe of 12 ſpecies 
in the country from whence theſe two originals came. 
reaſon of this affertion was, that he had now 
a certain wonderful Yahoo (meaning 


e of m own, and 
A related to 


i — 


ab, only a little more civilized by ſome tincture of 
reaſon ; which however, was in a 


country were to me: that, among other things, I 
vhen they were young, in order to render them tame; 


| that the operation was and ſafe; that it was no 
| ſhame to learn wiſdom brutes, as induſtry is 
_ | naught by the ant, and building by the ſwallow (for 
L tranflate the word 


hhannh, although it be a much 
larger fowl) : that this invention — be practiſed 
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upon the Yahoos here, which, befides render. 

ing them tractable and fitter for uſe, would in an age 
t an end to the whole ſpecies, without deſtroyi 

ife : that in the mean time the Houyhnkams aul 


be exhorted to cultivate the breed of aſſes, which as 


they are ip all reſpects more valuable brutes, fo they 
bave this advantage, to be fit for ſervice at five years 
old, which the others are not till twelve. = 


This was all my maſter thought fit to tell me at that 


time, of what paſſed in the grand council. But he 
was pleaſed to conceal one 
perſonally to myſelf, whereof I ſoon felt the 


effect, as the reader will know in its proper place, 
and from whence I date all the fucceeding misfortunes 


of my life. 5 
The Houykrhoms have no letters, and conſequent- 


How- 
of 
the 


ſtones, 


tern or frog of the foot by ſh 
other maims and hurts in the f 


of 

v. | 
They calculate the year by the revolution of 
fun and the moon, but uſe no ſubdiviſions into weeks. 
They are well encugh inted with the motions 
of thoſe two luminaries, and underſtand the nature 


tions, are indeed inimitable. Their verſes abound 
very much in both of theſe; and ufually contain ei- 
ther ſome exalted notions of friendſhip and benevo- 
lence, or the praiſes of thoſe, who were vition 


particular, which related 


Ireen 


of eclipſes ; and this is the utmoſt progreſs of ther 


In poetry they muſt be allowed to excel all other = 
mortals; wherein the juſtneſs of their ſimilies, and 
the minuteneſs as well as exadineſs of their deſcrip- 


2 


E ernie 


* 


8 


NI 


E 


years 0 
| firſt ſtorm ; it 
| like ſtakes, with a ſharp 


| their oats, and do all the york which requi 
in the fame manner. They have a kind 
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although very rude and ſimple, are not inconvenient, 
bat well contrived to defend them from all injuries of 
cold and heat. They have a kind of tree, which at 
old looſens in the root, and falls with the 
s very ſtrait, and being pointed 
ſtone (for the Houyhnhnms 
know not the uſe of iron) they ſtick them erect in 


| the ground about ten inches aſunder, and then weave 
| in oat-fftraw, or ſometimes wattles betwixt them. 


The roof is made after the fame manner and fo are 
the doors. T8” fe. 
uſe the hollow part, between 


The 


the paſtern and the hoof, of their forefeet, as we do 
our hands, and this with 


greater dexterity, than I 
could at firſt imagine. I have ſeen a white mare of 
our family a needle (which I lent her on pur- 
poſe} with that joint. boo Agr nc nan bo 4 


hard flints, 
which by grinding againſt their ſtones they form into 


_ inſtruments, that ſerve inſtead of wedges, axes, and 
hammers. With tools made of theſe Bets they like- 
_ viſe cut their hay, and reap their oats, which there 


row naturally in ſeveral fields: the Yahoos draw home 


regret that he is leaving the 
ny more than if he were returning 


importance, on the day fixed th 
two children came very late; ſhe 
„ firſt for her huſband, who, as ſhe 
that very morning to /hnuwnh. The 


word 
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word is ſtrongly expreſſi 


expreſſive in their language, but not 
eaſily FRI into En 


Engliſh ; it ſignifies 10 retire n bis 
mother. Her excuſe for not coming ſooner was, 
that her huſband dying me | in the morning, ſhe was a 
good while conſulting her ſervants about a conveni- 


ſerved, ſhe behaved herſelf at our houſe as 
ow Teſt: the died about _ months after. 
ey live generally to feventy, or WW 
very ſeldom to fourſcore: fome weeks before 
_ death they feel a — decay; but without 
: During this time 
becauſe they cannot go abroad with their 
_ uſual eaſe and ſatisfaction. owever, about ten 
days before their death, which they ſeldom fail in 
computing, 
them by 


which 


ofe, who are neareſt in the neigh 


vehicle they uſe, not only upon this occaſion, 


| but when they grow old, upon long journies, or when 
they are lamed by accident. And therefore when 


the dying Ho return thoſe viſits, they take 


e bens leave of their friends, as if they Arp 4 ( 


ing to ſome remote part of the country, where 


: defgned to paſs the reſt of their lives. 


that the Hovyhnhnms have no word in — 
to expreſs any thing that is evil, except 

borrow from the 1 or ill qualities of the 
Yahoos. Thus they denote the folly of a ſervant, an 


| omiſſion of a child, a ſtone that cuts their feet, a con- | 


tinuance of foul or unſeaſonable weather, and the 

— to each the epithet of Taboo. For in- 
Yahoo, whnaholm Yahoo, 
an ill contrived houſe, 


with t pleaſure enlarge farther 
"_ r 

8 e 
3 dect, I refer the reader 
1 to relate my own fad 


eaten. CHAP. 


2 


ent place where his body thould be laid; and I ob- 


ey are much viſited by their 


they return the viſits that have been made | 


carried in a convenient fledge drawn by Yahoo; 


ow not whether it may be worth obſerving, 
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He falls into 2 
fellow ſervant, and puts to ſea at a venture. 


HAD ſettled my little oeconomy to my own heart's 

content. e 
for me after their manner, about ſix yards from the 
bouſe; the ſides and flocrs of which I plaiſtered with 
day, and covered with ruſh-mats of my own contriv- 
ing; | had beaten be which there grows wild, 
and made of it a fort of ticking : this I filled with the 
feathers of ſeveral birds I had taken with ſpringes 
made of Yahoos hairs, and were excellent food. 
had worked two chairs with my knife, the forrel nag 
helping me in the greſſer and more laborious part. 
When my clothes were worn to rags, I made myfelf 

others with the ſkins of rabbits, ard of a certain 
beautiful animal about the ſame fize, called nauhbnob, 
the ſkin of which is covered with a fine down. Of 
| theſe I alſo made very tolerable ſtockings. I ſoaled 
my ſhoes with wocd, which I cut from a tree, and 

fitted to the upper-leather ; and when this was worn 
out I ſupplied it with the ſkins of Tah, dried in the 
fun. I often got honey out of hollow trees, which 
I mingled with water, or eat with my bread. No man 
could more verify the truth of theie rwo maxims, 
| That nature is very eafely ſatisfied ; ard, That neceſſity is 

the mather of invention. I enjoyed perſect health of 
body, and tranquillity of mind; I did not feel the 
nueachery or inconſtancy cf a frier d, ner the injuries 
; of a ſecret or open eremv. I bad no occafion of 
| bribing, flattering, or pimping, to procure the faveur 
| of any great man, cr of his minion. I wanted no 
ſence a gairſt md er op preſſion; here was neither 
phyfician to deſtr. piy body, nor lawyer t- tuin my 
wy ©; 1: : - rmer to watch my words and 


MT, 
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bearing, 


ed, ſwearing 


ning. | Companions: no 
rr 


vices, or nobility thrown into it on account. of their 


r where hi 


i gracioully is 
room, and liſten to their diſcourſe. Both 


except in an- 
ſwer to a queſtion; and then I did it with in ward re- 
gret, — 2 much time for im- 
proving myſelf: but I was infinitely delighted with 
the ſtation of an humble auditor in ſuch — 2 
where nothing paſſed but what was uſeful, expreſſed 


in the feweſt and moſt infignificart words: where 


as I have already ſaid) the greateſt decency was ob- 
ed without the leaſt degree of ceremony: where 
no perſon ſpoke without being pleaſed himſelf, and 
pleaſing his companions ; where there was no inter- 
uption, tediouſneſs, heat, or difference of fentimenis. 
They have a notion, that, when people are met to- 
| gether, a ſhort ſilence doth much improve converſa- 
tion: this I found to be true; for during thoſe lit- 
tle intermiſſions of talk, new ideas would arite in 
their minds, w ich very much enlivened the diſcourſe. 
Their ſubjects are generally on friendſhip and be- 

nevolence, 
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A | 
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fl 


| bad never mentioned to him, by only ſuppefig what 
4 bos of their country with a ſmall pro- 
| portion of reaſon might be capable of exerting ; and 
concluded, with too much probability, how vile as 
22 ſuch a creature muſt be. | 

confeſs, that all the little knowlege I 
value, was acquired by the lectures I 
my maſter, and from hearing the dif- 
2 his friends ; to which I ſhould be 
1, than to dictate to the greateſt yu 
* I admired the ſtreng 
of the inhabitants ; and den 

of virtue, in fuch amiable perſons, 
me the higheſt veneration. At firſt in 
— feel that natural awe, which the 
other animals bear towards them; but 
it me by degrees, much ſooner than I 
| imagined, ard was mingled, with a reſpectful love 

ud __ that they would condefcend to dif- 

Pie me from the reit of my f 

en 1 thought of my Randy, my friends, my 
» or human race in general, I conſidered 
them as they really were ahoos in ſhape an diip-fi- 
dun, a little more civiliaed, and qualified with 
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ybnhom, 
known frequently to converſe with me, as if he could 


receive ſome advantage or pleaſure in my c p: | 


that ſuch a practice was not _ to reaſon et 
nature, or a thing ever heard of before among them. 


The afſembly did therefore exhort him either to em- 
ploy me like the reſt of 2 or command me 


whence I came. That 


to ſwim back to the place f 
the firſt of theſe expedients was utterly rejected bs 
all the Houyhnhams, who had ever feen me at his 
houſe or their own : for they alledged, that becauie 
I had ſome rudiments of reaſon, added to the natural 
pravity f. 

might be able to ſeduce them into the wood 


a7 FE 


a yahoo (meaning myſelf) in his family more like 
Hou than a brute animal. That he ws | 
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off much longer. He doubted it would be — 
ſor me to ſwim to another country; and therefore 
wiſhed I would contrive fome fort of vehicle refem- 
bling thoſe I had deſcribed to him, that might car- 
7 me on the fea; in which work I ſhould have the 
afiftance of his own fervants, as well as thoſe of his 

neighbours. He concluded, that for his own part 
he could have been content to keep me in his fer- 


Y 


rice as long as I lived; becauſe he found I had cur- 
eld myſelf of ſome bad habits and diſpoſitions by en- 


deavouring, as far as my inferior nature was capable, 


to imitate the Houvhnhnms. | 


1 ſhould here obſerve to the reader, that a de- 
cree of the general aſſembly in this country is ex- 


| preſſed by the word hnbbayn, which ſignifies an exhor- 


zation, as near as I can render it; for they have no 
ion how a rational creature can be compelled, 


| | but only adviſed, or exhorted; becaufe no perſon can 


diſobey reaſon without giving up his claim to be a 


Il was ſtruck with the utmoſt grief and deſpair at 
my maſter's diſcourſe ; and being unable to ſupport 


the agonies I was under, I fell into a ſwoon at his feet: 


| when I came to myſelf, he told me, that he con- 


cluded I had been dead (for theſe people are ſubject 
to no ſuch imbecillities of nature.) I anſwered na 


' faint voice, that death would have been too great an 


happinefs ; that although I could not blame the af- 
ſembly's exhortation, or the urgency of his friends ; 
yet in my weak and corrupt judgment, I thought it 


might conſiſt with reaſon to have been leſs rigcrous : 
that I could not ſwim a league, and probably the 


| neareſt land to theirs might be diſtant above an hun- | | 


ired: that many materials, neceſſary for making a 
imall veſſel to carry me cf, were wholly wanting ia 
this country, which however J would attempt in 
Ver. IV. 7-0 obedience 


virtues to the imitation of mankind. 
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obedience and gratitude to his honour, although 1 
concluded the thing to be impoſſible, and therefore 
looked on myſelf as already devoted to deftrution- 
that the certain proſpect of an unnatural death was 
the leaſt of my evils : for ſuppoſing I ſhould eſcape 


with life by fome ſtrange adventure, how could 


I think with temper of paſſing my days among yu- 
hoos, and relapſing into my old corruptions 32 
of examples to lead and keep me within the paths 
of virtue: that I knew too well upon what ſolid 
reaſons all the determinations of the wiſe 
were fcunded, nct to be ſhaken by arguments of mi 

2 miſerable yahoo - and therefore, after —— 
him with my humble thanks for the offer of his ſervants 


aſſiſtance in making a veſſel, and defiring a reaſona- | 


ble time for fo difficult a work, I told him I would 
endeavour to 
I returned to England, was not without ho 
ing uſeful to my own ſpecies by celebratin 
of the renowned Houyhnhnms, and pr 


e praiſes 


My maſter in a few words made me a very 


reply, allowed me the ſpace of two 3 


cious 
finiſh my boat; and ordered the ſorrel nag, my fel- 


low-ſervant (for fo at this diſtance I may preſume to 
call him) to follow my inftruftions ; becauſe I told 
my maſter, that his help would be ſufficient, and I 


knew he had a tenderneſs for me. 
In his company, my firſt bufinefs was to go to that 


part of the coaſt, where my rebellious crew had or- 


dered me to be ſet on ſhore. I got upon 1 
and looking on every fide into the fea, fancied I faw 
a ſmall ifland towards the north-eaſt. I took out my 


pocket-glaſs, and could then clearly diſtinguih it -1 


ve leagues off, as I computed ; but it ap- 
peared to the — nag to be only a blue cloud: for 


as he had no conception of any country beſide kis 


own, ſo he could not be as expert in — 
remote objects at ſea, as we who ſo much conver 
i 
Aſter I had diſcovered this iſland, I conſidered no 
farther ; but reſolved, it ſhould, if poſſible, be 8 


ſerve a wretched being; and if ever | 
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to ſortune. 
I returned home, and wid the fed ag, 
we went _—_— where I with 


wy knife, and he with a ſharp flint faſtened very arti- 


after their manner to a wooden handle, cut 


down ſeveral oak wattles, about the thickneſs of a 


walking-ſtaff, and ſome larger pieces. But I ſhall 
not trouble the reader with a particular deſcription of 
ay own mechanics ; let it ſuffice to ſay, that in fix 
> time with the help of the four! who 
the parts that required * 
a ſort of Indian canoe, but much larger, co- 
vering it with the ſkins of yahoos _ fitched 
ther with h threads of my o 


fail was likewiſe compoſed of the ſkins of the fame 


animal ; but I made uſe of the 4 2 8 I could get, 


the older being too tough and thick; and I hke- 
viſe provided myſelf with four paddles. I laid in aſtock | 
of boiled fleſh, of rabbits and fowls ; and took with 
me two veſſels, one filled with milk, and the other 


with water. 


I wied my canoe in a large pond near my maſter's 
houſe, and then corrected in it what was amiſs 


Ranch, a chinks with yahoos tallow, till I . 
„ and able to bear me and my freight. And, 
was as complete as I could poſſibly make it, 
it drawn on a carriage very gently by yahoos 
 ſea-fide, under the conduct of the ſorrel nag, 


as ready, and the day came for my 


| E departure, I took leave of my maſter and lady and 


the , mine eyes flowing with tears, and 
2 quite with grief. But his honour out 
— 2 and perhaps (if I may ſpeak it without 
— 42 out of kindneſs, was determined to ſee 

z and got ſeveral of his neigbour- 

— ay to acc any him. TI was forced to wait 
above an hour for the tide, and then obſerving the 
wind very fortunately bearing towards the iſland, to 


| bane I intended to ſteer my 7 courſe, I took a ſecond 


of my maſter : * as I was going ps 
2 
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myſelf to kiſs his hoof, he did me the honour to 
raiſe it gently to my mouth. I am not ignorant how 
much I have been cenſured for mentioning this laſt 
particular. Detractors are pleaſed to think it impro- 
bable, that fo illuſtrious a perſon ſhould deſcend to 
give ſo great a mark of diſtinction to a creature fo 


inferior as I. Neither have I forgotten how apt ſome 


travellers are to boaſt of extraordinary favours they 
have received. But if theſe cenfurers were better 
acquainted with the noble and courteous diſpoſition 
of the Houyhnhnms, they would foon change their 


I paid my reſpects to the reſt of the Houyhnkoms 
in his honour's company ; then getting into my canoe 
f puſhed off from ſhore. e 

CHAP. .XI*. 


: The author” s / 


- 


a | 
The author arrives at England. 


15, 1714-15, at 9go'ciock in the morning. 
wind was very favourable ; however I made uſe at 
_ fuft only of my paddles ; but conſidering I thould focn 
be weary, and that the wind might chop about, | 
_ ventured to tet up my little ſail ; and thus with the 
help of the tide | weat at the rate of a league and 


a half an hour, as near as 1 2 My mafter | 


and his friends continued on the there, till I was al- 
| moſt cut of fight; and I often heard the forrel nag 
(whoalways loved me) crying out, 5nuy illa nyha ma- 
jah abus, Take care of thyſelf, gentle yahoo. 
My defign was, if poſſible, to diſcover ſome fma!! 
illand uninbabited, yet ſufficient by my labour tw 


furniſh me with the nectſſaries of lite, which 1 _ 


* This chapter, properly ſpeaking, is the laſt chapter of Gulli- 


| vers travels; the 22th being only a fort of a critic, and a very bad 
one too, uponthe whole work in general. Swift. 


voyage. He arrives at New-Hol- 
land, hoping to ſettle there. Is wounded 2vith an arrow 
ſhip. The great civilities of the captain. 


B E GAN this deſperate voyage on may 
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5 and under the 


latitude, as I 
Eaſt in their iatended vo 


ing I computed I had 


2 in my canoe; and r 
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have thought a greater happineſs, than to be firſt mi- 
niſter in the politeſt court of Europe; fo horrible was 


the idea I conceived of returning to live in the ſociety, 
government of yahoos. For, in fuch a 
folitude as I defired, I could at leaſt enjoy my own 
thoughts, and reflect with delight on the virtues of 
thoſe inimitable Houyhnbhnms without any opportunity 
of degenerating into the vices and corruptions of my 


own 13 | 
The reader may remember what I related, when 


my crew 


conſpired againft me, and confined me to my 


 cabbin. How I continued there ſeveral weeks with- 
but knowing what courſe we took; and when I was 


put a-ſhore in the long-boat, how the failors told me 
with oaths, whether true or falſe, that they knew not 
in what part of the world we were. However, I did 
then believe us to be about ten degrees Southward of 
the Cape of Good-Hope, or about 45 degrees ſouthern 
gathered from ſome general words I 
overheard among them, being I ſuppoſed to the South- 
yage to Madagaſcar. And 
although this were but little better than conjecture, 


pet] reſolved to ſteer my courſe Eaftward, hoping to 
leach the South-Weſt coaſt of New-Holland, and — 


haps ſome ſuch iſland as I defired lying Weſtward of 
it. The wind was full Weſt, and by ſix in the even- 
gone Eaſtward at leaſt eighteen 
leagues; when I eſpied a very ſmall iſland about half 
a league off, which I ſoon reached. It was nothing 
but à rock with one creek naturally arched by the 

force of tempeſts. Here I put in my canoe, and 
clinbing a 2 of the rock I could plainly diſcover 
land to the Eaſt, extending from South to North. I 


ing my voyage 


early in the morning, I arrived in feven hours to the 


South-Eaſt point of New-Holland. This confirmed 


me in the opinion I have long entertained, that the 
naps and charts place this country at leaſt three de-t 


| ue more to the Eaſt, than it really is, which though, 


communicated many years ago to my worthy friend, 
Mr. Herman Moll, and gave him my reaſons for it 


| —__ he hath rather chofen to follow other au- 


law 
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I faw no inhabitants in the place where I landed, 
and being unarmed I was afraid of ing far into 
the country. I found ſome well-shh on the Kore, and 


eat them raw, not daring to kindle a fire for fear of 
being diſcovered by the natives. I continued three 


days feeding on oyſters and limpets to fave my own 


roviſions ; and I fortunately found a brook of excel- 
lent water, which gave me great rehief. 
On the fourth day venturing out early a little too 


far, I ſaw twenty or thirty natives upon a height not 


above five hundred yards from me. They were ftark 


naked, men, women, and children, round a fire, as 


I could difcover by the fmoke. One of them ſpied 
me, and gave notice to the reſt; five of them ad- 
vanced towards me, leaving the women and children 
at the fire. I made what haſte I could to the ſhore, 
and getting into my canoe ſhoved off: the favages 
obſerving me retreat, ran after me; and, before [ 


could get far enough into the ſea, — ” ar- 
my 


row which wounded me deeply on the in 


| left knee (I ſhall carry the mark to my grave). I.. 
ee (1 carry the mark to my g _— 


| p . efaead 
prehended the arrow might be poiſczed, 22d 


r 


out of the reach of their darts (being a calm day) i Te 
made a ſhift to fuck the wound, and drefs it as well 


as I could. | BI 
was at a loſs what to do, for I durſt not return to 
the fame landing-place, but ftood to the North, and 
was forced to paddle; for the wind, though 4 
gentle, was againſt me, blowing Nerth-weſt. As 
was looking about for a ſecure lancirg-place, I faw 
a fail to the North North-eaft, which appearing every 
minute more viſible, I was in ſome deubt, whether I 
ſhould wait for them or no; but at laſt wy deteſta- 
tion of the yahoo race prevailed ; and turning my ca- 
noe I faited and paddled together to the South, and 
got into the ſame creek, from whence I ſet out in the 
morning, chuſing rather to truſt myſelf _—_ theſe 
Barbarians, than live with European yahoos. I drew 
up my canoe as cloſe as I could to the ſhore, and hid 
_ myſelf behind a ſtone by the little brook, which, as 
have already faid, was excellent water. 
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and it was too late to ſeek another hiding- 


| ſhore; 
| place. The ſeamen at their landing obſerved my ca- 


noe, and rummaging it all over, _ con jectured 
that the owner could not be far off. Four of them, 
well armed, ſearched every cranny and lurking-hole, 


m at laſt thev found me flat on my face behind the 
tone. They gazed a while in admiration at my 
| frange uncouth dreſs ; my coat made of ſkins, my 


wooden foaled ſhoes, and my furred ſtockings ; from 
whence however they concluded I was not a native 
of the place, who all go naked. One of the ſeamen, 


? in Portugueze, bid me rife, and aſked who I was ? I 
_ underſtood that language very well, and getting upon 


my feet, ſaid, I was a poor yahoo baniſhed from the 
Houyhnhnms, and defired they would pleaſe to let me 
depart. They admired to hear me anſwer them in 


their own tongue, and faw by my complexion, I muft 


be an European, but were at a loſs to know what I 


| meant by abe, and Houybnhnms, and at the fame 


tine fell a laughing at my ſtrange tone in ſpeaking, 
which reſembled as neighing of a borſe. — 

all the while betwixt fear and hatred: I again defired 
leave to depart, and was gently moving to my canoe; 
but they laid hold on me, defiring to know what 
country I was of? whence I came ? with many other 


queſtions. I told them I was born in England, from 


whence | came about five years ago, and then their 
| country and ours were at peace. I therefore hoped 


they would not treat me as an enemy, fince I meant 
poor yahoo, ſeeking ſome 
defolate place where to paſs the remainder of his un- 
fortunate life. 


E When they began to talk, I thought I never heard 


or ſaw any thing fo unnatural ; for it appeared to me 
as monſtrous, as if a dog or a cow ſhould ſpeak in 


England, or a yehoo in Houyhnham-land. The honeſt 


ze were equally amazed at my ftrange dreſs, 
odd manner of delivering wy words, which 
however 


Forty: 
ud the 
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| however they underſtood very well. They 

me with great humanity, and faid they IS > 
captain would carry me gratis to Liſbon, from whence 
I might return to my own country ; that two of the 
ſeamen would go back to the ſhip, inform the cap. 
tain of what they had ſeen, and receive his orders, 
in the mean time, unleſs I would give my folemn | 


taken into the 


ſhip, and from thence into the captain's 


us perſon ; he entreat | 
give of myſelf, and defired to know 
ERR +4 
as 8 | y © hings, 

that I wondered to find fuch civilities 1 
However, I remained filent and fullen ; I was 
to faint at the very ſmell of him and his men. At 
I defired fomething to eat out of my own canoe ; | 

he ordered me a chicken, and ſome excellent wine, 


and then directed that I ſhould be put to bed in a 
very clean cabbin. I would not undreſs myſelf, but 
lay on the bed-cloaths, and in half an hour ſtole out, 
when I thought the crew was at dinner, and gases 
to the ſide of Ss pn going to leap into the ſea, 
and ſwim for my life, rather than continue __ 
But one of the ſeamen prevented me, 

having informed the captain, I was chained to my 
cabbin. + „ 

After dinner Don Pedro came to me, and deſired to 
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to treat him like an animal, which had fome little 
portion of reaſon. I gave him a very ſhort relation 
of my voyage; of the conſpiracy againſt me by my 
own men; of the country where they ſet me on 4 


und of my five years reſidence there. All which he 


looked upon, as if it were a dream or a viſion; where- 
at I took great cffence ; for I had on forgot the 
faculty of lying ſo peculiar to yahoos in all countries 
where they prefide, and — the diſpoſition 
of ſuſpecting truth in others of their own ſpecies. I 


| aſked him whether it were the cuſtom in his country, 


u ſay the thing which was not ? 1 aſſured him, I had 


almoſt forgotten what he meant by falſhood, and, if 


Thad lived a thoufand years in Houyhnhnm-land, 1 


ſhould never have heard a lye from the meaneſt fer- 
rant; that I was altogether indifferent whether he 


believed me or no ; but however in return for his-fa- 
vours, I would give fo much allowance to the cor- 
ruption of his nature, as to anſwer any objection he 


would pleaſe to make, and then he might eaſily diſ- 


of 


cover the truth. | 
The captain, a wife man, after many endeavours 
to catch me tripping in ſome part of my ſtory, at laſt 
began to have a better opinion of my veracity. But 


be added, that ſince I profeſſed fo inviolable an at- 
_ tachment to truth, T mvft give him my word and ho- 


xour to bear him compary in this voyage, without 
attempting any thing againſt my life, or e!te he would 
continue me a pritoner till we arrived at Liſbon. 1 
gave him the premiſe he required; but at the fame 


_ time proteſted, that I would fuffer the greateſt hard- 


ſhips, rather than return to live among yahoos. 

Our voyage paſſed without any conſiderable acci- 
dent. In gratitude to the captain I ſemetimes ſat with 
bim at his earneſt requett, and ſtrove to conceal my 
antipa thy againſt human kind, although it often broke 


aut; which he ſuffered to pals without obſervation. 


But the greateſt part of the day I contined myſelf to 


| Eycabbin to avoid feting any of the crew. The cap- 


tain had often entreated me to ſtrip niyſelf f my ſa- 


mage creſs, and offered to lend me tbe beſt ſuit of 


deaths ke had. This I would not be prevailed on to 
N 5 accept, 


* 
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accept, abhoring to cover myſelf with any thing tha 
had been on the back of a yahoo. I orly defired he 
weuld lend me two clean ſhirts, which, having been 
waſhed fince he wore them, I believed would not ſo 


much defile me. Thefe I changed every ſecond 
and waſhed them myſelf. . 


We arrived at Liſbon, Nov. 5. 1715. At our land. 


ing the captain forced me to cover myſelf with his 
cloak, to prevent the rabble from crouding about me. 
I was conveyed to his own houſe ; and at my earneſt 


requeſt he led me up to the bigheſt room backwards. 


I conjured him to conceal from all perſons what I had 
told him of the Houyhnhnms ; becauſe the leaſt hint 
of ſuch a ſtory would not only draw numbers of peo- 
ple to fee me, but probably put me in danger of bei 
 imprifoned or burnt by the inguiſitior. The capai 

4 me to accept a ſuit of cloaths newly made; 
but I wouid not fuffer the taylor to take my meaſure; 
| however, Don Pedro being almoſt of my ſize, they 
firted me well enough. He accoutered me with other 
neceſſaries, all new, which I aired for twenty-four 
hours, before I would uſe them. 


| "The captain had no wife, nor above three ſervants, 


none of which were ſuffered to attend at meals; and 

Lis whole deportment was fo obliging, added to very 

good human underftanding, that I really began to te- 

lerate his company. He gained fo far upon me, that 

J ventured to look out of the back window. By de- 

pu I was brought into another room, from whence 
P 


eeped into the ſtreet, but drew my head back in 


a frizht. In a week's time he feduced me down to 

the door. I ſound my terror gradually leſſened, but 
my hatred and contempt ſeemed to encreaſe. I was 
at laſt bold enough to walk the ftreet in his company, 
but kept wy noſe well ſtopped with rue, or ſometimes 
with tobacco. 

In ten days Don Pedro, to whom ] had given ſome 
account of my domeſtic affairs, put it upon me as 2 
matter of honour and conſcience, that I ought to re- 
turn to fly native country, and live at home with my 


wife and children. He told me, there was = | 


being 


ATM HILLS: 
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with 


4 


lent me twenty pounds. He took kind leave of me, 
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ompanied me to the ſhip, and 


and embraced me at parting, which [ bore as well as 
I could. During this laſt voyage I had no commerce 
with the maſter, or any of his men ; but ——_— 
[ was fick, kept cloſe in my cabbin. On the 5th 

December, 1715, we caſt anchor in the Downs about 
nine in the morning, and at three in the afternoon I 
got ſafe to my houſe at Rotherhith. : 

My wife and family received me with great ſur- 

prize and joy, becauſe they concluded me certainly 


dead; but I muſt-freely confeſs the fight of them 


filled me only with hatred, diſguſt, and contempt ; 
and the more by reflecting on the near alliance I had 


to them. For although, fince my unfortunate exile 


from the Houyhnhom country, I had compelled my- 
ſelf to tolerate the fight of yahoos, and to converſe 
with Don Pedro de Mendez; yet my memory and 
unagination were perpetually filled with the virtues 
and ideas of thoſe exalted Houyhnhnms. And when 
| began to conſider, that by copulating with one of 
the yehoo-ſpecies I had become a parent of more, it 


ſtruck me with the utmoſt ſhame, confuſion, and 


horror. . 

As ſoon as I entered the houſe, my wife tock me 
in her arms, and kiſſed me: at which, having not 
been uſed to the touch of that odions animal for fo 
many years, I fell into a ſwoon for almecft an hour. 
At the time I am writing, it is five years “ ſince 7 


ene anna 
when Dr, Swift finiſhed this noble and grand performance, which, 
| | 1» 
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laſt return to England : during the firſt year I could 
not endure my wife or children in my preſence ; 
very fmell of them was intolerable ; much leſs 
I fuſfer them to eat in the r To this 

they dare not preſume to touch my bread, or dri 
cut of the fame cup; neither was I ever able to 

one of them take me by the hand. . 
Ws 2 I 


young 
next to them the 1 


L 


dle or faddle ; they live in great amity with me, and 
_ friendſhip to each other. St 


nnr 


prophetic e of his friend will in future ages, be | 


in the 


erk? 


„Er 


Aulleſt piece (at leaſt that I can remember) in his whole 
vere either burnt or annihilated : this indeed, like the reſt 


ed by | 
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CHAP. XI. . 


The author s veracity. His deſign in 
His cenſure of thoſe travellers _ 
_— The author clears hi 
An objedtion an 
— His native country 


„ The 
—4 the reader; propoſeth his 
DEE PETE ns 


HUS, gentle reader, I have given thee a faith- 


Pino 18 for ſixteen years and 


above ſeven months; wherein I have not been fo ſtu- 
dious of ornament as of truth. I could perhaps like 
others, have aſtoniſhed thee with ſtrange i ble 
tales; but! rather chuſe to relate plain matter of fact 
in the fmpleſt manner and ſtyle; becauſe my principal 
deſign was to inform, and not to amuſe thee. 
k is eaſy for us who travel into remote countries, 
which are ſeldom vifited by Engliſhmen or other Eu- 
ropeans, to form deſcriptions of wonderful animals 
both at ſea and land. Whereas a traveller's chief 


_ tim ſhould be to make men wiſer and better, and to 


improve their minds by the bad, as well as good ex- 
ample, of what they deliver concerning foreign places. 
I could heartily with a law was enacted, that ev 
traveller, before he were permitted to publiſh his 
ropages, ſhould be obliged to make oath before the 


Lord 
* 1 muſt confeſs, in the ſpirit of candour and Gncerity, that I 


heartily wiſh this 12th chapter, which is, without exception, the 


reſt of his 
critics, I could eafily have paſſed over uncenſured: they 
never obſerved it. And yet all that I mean by this gentle 


| {for I deſpiſe the reputation of a little cenſuring critic), is to ſhew 


the world, that I would ſcorn to approve, through thick and thin, 
the works of the moſt improved, confummate genius, in deſpite to 
that little knowledge which I have endeavoured to acquire, as a di- 
rection to my own taſte and judgment. Stoift, 
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Lord high Chancellor, that all he intended to print 
was abſolutely true, to the beſt of his knowledge, 
for then the world would no longer be deceived, as it 
uſually is, while ſome writers, to make their works 
paſs the better upon the public, impoſe the | 
_ falfities on the unwary reader. I have peruſed ſeveral 
books of travels with great delight in my 


days; but having ſince gone over moſt parts of * 
globe, and been able to contradict many fabulous 
accounts from my own obſervation, it hath given me | 


a great diſguſt againſt this part of reading, and ſome 
indignation to tee the credulity of 
pudently abuſed. Therefore fince my acquaintance 
were pleaſed to think my poor endeavours might not 


be unacceptable to my country, I impoſed on myſelf 
as a maxim never to be ſwerved from, that I would | 


Arictiy adhere to truth; neither indeed can I be ever 
under the leaſt temptation to vary from it, while l 


improba finget 


I know very well, how little reputation is to be 


got by writings, which require neither genius nor 
A ing, nor indeed any other talent, except a good 
memory, or an exact journal. I know likewiſe, that 


writers of travels, like di4ionary-makers, are ſunk in- 


to oblivion by the weight and bulk of thoſe who 
come laſt, and therefore lie uppermoſt. And it is 
highly probable, that fuch travellers, who ſhall here- 
after viſit the countries defcribed in this work of 


and adding many new diſcoveries of their own, juſtle 
me out of vogue and ftard in my place, making the 
world forget that ever | was an author. This in- 


deed would be too great a mortification, if I wrote 


for fame: but as my ſole intention was the public 
goed, I cannot be altogether diſappc inted. For wto 
can read of the virtues I have mentioned in the 


glorious Houyknhams without being aſhamed of his 


* 


ind fo im- 


B22 1232 TA B 


retain in my mind the lectures and example of my no- 
ble maſter, and the other illuſtrious Houyhnhnms, of 
whom I had fo long the honour to be an humble 


mire, may, by detecting my errors (if there be any) 


K 


7 


64 106097 © 


Chap. XII. AVoracr to the Hournnnnxuwus. 305 


n vices, when he conſiders himſelf as the rea- 
ſoning, governing animal of his country? I ſhall ſay 


nothing of thoſe remote nations, where yahoos pre- 
fide ; amongſt which the leaft corrupted arc the Brob- 
dingnagians, whoſe wiſe maxims in morality and 
yernment it would be our happineſs to obſerve. 
I forbear deſcanting farther, and rather leave 
the judicious reader to his own remarks and appli- 


Jam not a little pleaſed, that this work of mine 


enn poſſibly meet with no cenfurers: for what ob- 


jections can be made a writer, who relates 


only plain facts, that happened in ſuch diſtant coun- 


tries, where we have not the leaſt intereſt with re- 
either to trade or negociations ? I have care- 
avoided every fault, with which common 
writers of travels are often too juſtly charged. Be- 
fides, I meddle not the leaſt with any party, but 
write without paſſion, prejudice, or ill- will againſt 
man, or number of men whatſoever. I write 
for the nobleſt end, to inform and inſtruct mankind, 
over whom I may, without breach of modeſty, pre- 
tend to ſome ſuperiority, from the advantages I re- 


ceived by converfing fo long among the moſt accom- 
pliſhed Houyhnbnms. I write without any view to- 


wards profit or praiſe. I never fuffer a word to paſs, 
that may look like reflection, or poſſibly give the leaſt 
offence, even to thoſe who are moſt ready to take 
it. So that T hope, I may with juſtice pronounce 
myſelf an author perfectly blameleſs ; againft whom 
the tribes of anſwerers, confiderers, obſervers, re- 
llecters, detecters, remarkers, will never be able to 
find matter for exerciſing their talents. 08 

I confeſs it was whiſpered to me, that I was 
bound in duty, as a ſubje& of England, to have 
given in a memerial to a ſecretary of ftate at my firſt 
coming over; becauſe, whatever lands are difcover- 
ed by a ſubject, belong to the crown. But I doubt 
whether our conqueſts, in the countries I treat of, 
would be as eaſy as thoſe of Ferdinando Cortez 
over the naked Americans. The Lilliputians, I think, 
are hardly worth the charge of a fleet and army 
| | | | 1 to 
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to reduce them ; and I queſtion whether it might he 
prudent or fafe to attempt the Brobdin I Or 
whether an Engliſh army would be much at their 
eaſe with the flying iſland over their heads. The 
Houyhnhnms indeed appear not to be fo well prepared 


for war, a ſcience to which they are perfect ſtrangers, 


and eſpecially againſt miſſive w 


wever, 


ſuppoſing mytelf to be. a miniſter of ſtate, I could 


never give my advice for invading them. Their pru- 
dence, unanimity, unacquaintedneſs with fear, and 
their love of their country, would amply y all 


diekfects in the military art. Imagine twenty thouſand 


of them breaking into the midſt of an Euro 
confounding the ranks, overturning the 


battering the warriors faces into mummy by terrible 


yerks from their hir der hoofs ; for they would well 
deferve the character given to Auguſtus : Recalcitrat 
undique tutus. But initead of propofals for conquering 


that magnanimous nation, I rather wiſh they were in 


. 


A p areg or difpofirion, to fend a ſufficient number 
of their inhabitants for civilizing Europe, by teaching 


us the firſt principles of honour, juſtice, truth, tem 


perance, public ſpirit, fortitude, chaſtity, friendſhip, 
— 2 ay and fidelity. The names of all which 

_ virtues are ſtill retained among us in moſt languages, 
and are to be met with in modern, as well as ancient 
authors; which I am able to afſert from my own ſmall 
reading. | 5 
But | had another reaſon, which made me lefs for- 
ward to enlarge his majefty's dominions by my diſco- 
veries. To fay the truth, I had conceived a few fcru- 
ples with relation to the diſtributive juſtice of princes 
upon thoſe occaſions. For inftance, a crew of pyrates 
are driven by a ſtorm they know not whither; at 
length, a bcy diſcovers lard from the top-maſt ; they 


go on ſhore to rob and plunder ; they fee an harmleis 


people, are entertaine&with kindneſs ; they give the 


country a new name; they take formal poſſeſſion of it 
for their king; they ſet up a rotten plank or a ſtore 
for a memorial ; they murder two cr three dozen of 


the natives, bring away a couple nicre, by force, for 


a ſample, return home, and get their pardon. Here 


commenccs 


Artern 


TT 


* 


S. 
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of devout and able paſtors to propagate chri F 5 
| tieir cantion in flocking their þ 1 


who have no other views than the 


| 


commences a new dominion acquired with a title by 
dvine right. Ships are ſent with the firſt opportunity; 
the natives driven out or deſtroyed ; their princes tor- 


_ tured to diſcover their gold; a free licence given to 


all acts of inhumanity and luft, the earth reeking with 


| the blood of its inhabitants; and this execrable 


2 ed in ſo pious an expedi- 
tion, is a modern colony, ſent to convert and civilize an 
idolatrous and barbarous people. * 

But this deſcription, I confeſs, doth by no means 
affect the Britiſh nation, who may be an exa ro 
the whole world for their wiſdom, care and juſtice in 
planting colonies ; their liberal endowments for 
advancement of religion and learning ; their choice 


ing their provinces wi 
of ſober lives and converſations from this the mother 
kingdom ; their firift regard to the diſtribution of 
juſtice, in ſupplying the civil adminiftration, through 
all their colonies, with officers of the greateſt abilities, 
utter ſtrangers to corruption ; and, to crown all, by 
ſending the moſt vigilant and virtuous governors, 


14 or the 
people over whom they preſide, and the honour of 
the king their maſter. ; | 

But as theſe countries, which I have deſcribed, do 
not appear to have any defire of being conquered, 
and enflaved, murdered or driven out by colonies : 
nor abound either in gold, filver, ſugar, or tobacco; 
Idid humbly conceive, they were by no means proper 
objects of our zeal, our valour, or our intereſt. 
However, if thoſe, whom it more concerns, think 
fit to be of another opinion, I am ready to depoſe, 
when I ſhall be lawfully called, that no did 
ever viſit theſe countries before me. I mean, if the 
inhabitants ought to be believed, unleſs a diſpute 
may ariſe concerning the two Taboas ſaid to have been 
ſeen many ages ago upon a mountain in Houyhhamn- 


But, as to the formality of taking poſſeſſion in my 
ſovereign's name, it never came once into my 
thoughts ; and if it had, yer, as wy affairs then 


PD 
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ſtood, I ſhould perhaps 1 of prudence and 
preſervation have put it off to a better o i 11 
Having thus anfwered the only objection, that can 
ever be raiſed againſt me as a traveller; I here take 
_ 2 hnal leave of all my courteous readers, and return 
to enjoy my own 
| Rotherhith ; to apply thoſe excellent leſſons of virtue, 
which I learned among the Houyhnhn: 
the Yahoos of my own family, as far as I ſhall find 
them docible animals 3 to behold my fizure often in a 


glaſs, and thus, if poſſible, habituate myſelf by tine 


to tolerate the ſight of a human creature to lame 
_ the brutality of Houybnhnms in my own „ but 
always treat their perſons with for the fake of 
I maſter, his family, bis friends, and the 
Houyhnhnm race, whom thefe of ours have the 
honour to reſemble in all their lineaments, however 
their intellectuals came to degenerate. 

I began laſt week to permit my wife to fit at dinner 
2 me at the fartheſt end of a lon wy and to 
anſwer (but with the utmoſt brevity) the few queſtions 
T aſted her, Ver, the ſmell of a Yahoo continving 

very offenſive, I always kept my noſe well ftopt with 
rue, lavender, or tobacco-leaves. And, although it 
be hard for a man late in life to remove old habits, 
I am not altogether out of hopes in ſome time to ſuffer 
a neighbour Tab in my company, without the appre- 
| herfions Iam yet under of his teeth or his claws. 
My reconcilement to the Talos kir.d in general might 


ſpeculations in my little garden at 
ums; to inſtru 


not be ſo difficult, if they would be content with thoſe 


| vices and follies only, which nature hath intitled 
them to. I am not in the leaft provoked at the fight 


5 of a lawyer, a pick-pocket, a colone!, a fool, 2 


lord, a gameſter, a politiciar, a whore-monger, 2 
phyſician, an evidence, a ſuborner, an attorney, 2 
traitor, or the like: this is all according to the due 
courſe of things : but when I behold a Jump of de- 

formity and ifeates, both in body and mind, ſmitten 
with pride, it immediately breaks all the meaſures of 
my patience ; neither ſhall I ever be able to compre- 
bend how ſuch an animal, ard ſuch a vice, could tal- 
ly together. The wiſe and virtuous Houyhnhnms, who 
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abound in all excellencies that can adorn a rational 
creature, have no name for this vice in their language 
which hath no terms to e any thing that is evil, 
_ except thoſe whereby they deſcribe the deteftable 
qualities of their 7ahoos, among which they were not 
able to diſtinguiſh this of pride for want of thorough- 
ly underſtanding human nature, as it ſheweth itſelf in 
other countries, where that animal preſides. But I, 

who had more experience, could plamly obſerve fome 
rudiments of it among the wild Yahoos. . 
| But the Houyhnhnms, who live under the govern- 
ment of reaſon, are no more proud of the good qua- 
lies they poſſeſs, than I ſhould be for not wanting a 

leg or an arm, which no man in his wits would boaſt 
oft, although he muſt be miſerable without them. 1 
duell the longer this ſubject, from the defire I 
| have to make the fociety of an Engliſh Yahoo by any 
means not infupportable ; and therefore I here entreat 
thoſe, who have any tincture of this abſurd vice, that 
| they will not preſume to come in my ſig ht. _ 
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corruption), is either to lament with Heraclitus, 
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WILVYVBUS FLESTRIN, 


MAN MOUNTAIN. 
i : 
LiLLipuUTIaN ODE. 


N Amaze 
Loft, I gaze. 
Can our eyes 
\ Reach thy ſize ? 
| May my lays 
Swell with praiſe, 
Worthy thee ! 
Worthy me ! 
Muſe, inſpire 
All thy Fire ! 
Bards of old 
Of him told, 
When they faid, 
Atlas head 
Propt the ſkies : 
See! and believe your eyes! 


E 
See him ſtride 
Valleys wide: 
Over woods, 
Over floods. 
When he treads, 
Mountains heads, 
Groan and . 
Armies quake, 
Leſt his | 
Overturn 
Man and fteed : 


Troops, take heed ! 


Left and right, 
Speed your flight ! 
Left an hoſt 


Beneath his foot be loſt. 


in. 


Turn' d aſide 
From his hide, 
Safe from wound 
Darts rebound. 
From his noſe 
Clouds he blows ; 
When he ſpeaks, 
Thunder breaks ! 
When he eats, 
Famine threats ! - 
When he drinks, 
Neptune ſhrinks! 
Nigh thy Ear, 
In mid-air, 
On thy hand, 
Let me ſtand ; ; 
So ſhall ] 


Lofty poet * touch the cy. 


THE. 
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Glumdalclitch for the Loſs of Grildrig. | 


A PASTORAL. 


| 200 N as Glumdalclitch miſs'd her pleaſing care, 


| | JJ She wept, the blubber'd, and ſhe tore her hair, 


THE. 


No Britifþ miſs ſincerer grief has known, 
Her iquirrel miſſing, or her ſparrow flown. | 
dhe furl d her ſampler, and d in her thread, 
And ſtuck her needle into Grildrig's bed; 
Then ſpread her hands, and with a bounce let fall 
Her baby, like the giant in Guildhall. 

| Inyeals of thunder now ſhe roars, and now 

the gently whimpers like a lowing cow: 
Yet lovely in her forrow ſtill 


appears, = 
\ Her locks diſhevell' d, and her flood of tears, 


deem like the lofty barn of ſome rich ſwain, 

When from the thatch drips faſt a ſhow'r of rain. 
In vain the ſearch'd each cranny of the houſe, 
| Lach gapiag chink impervious to a mouſe. 

Was it fer this (ſhe cry'd) with daily care, 

* Within thy reach I ſet the vinegar ? 

. — — the cruet with the acid wp 

While pepper-water worms t it ſupply d; 
B, 8 d the ſilver eel po thy hook, 
And all the little monſters of the brook. 

Sure in that lake he dropt: my Grilly's drown'd, 
| * She dragg's the cruet, but no Grildrig found. 


* Vain 


| 
; 
| 
f 
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On little females, and on little loves; 
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* Varn is thy courage, Grilly, vain thy boaſt: 
© But little creatures enterprize the moſt. 

* Trembling, P ve ſeen thee dare the kitten's paw, 
_ © Nay, mix with children, as they play'd at taw, 
Nor fear the marbles, as they bounding flew : 

© Marbles to them, but rolling rocks to you. 

* Why did I truſt thee with that giddy youth ? 
Who from a page can ever learn the truth? 
Vers'd in court- tricks, that money-loving boy, 
To ſome lord's daughter ſold the living toy; 

Or rent him limb from limb in cruel play, 

As children tears the wings of flies away. 
Fo place to place o'er Brabdingnag I Il roam, 

And never will return, or bring thee home. 

Zut who hath eyes to trace the paſſing wind ? 

© How then, thy fairy footſteps can I find? 
© Doft thou bewilder'd wander all alone, 

In the green tbicket of a moſſy ſtone, 
Or tumbled from the toadſtool's flipp'ry round, 
Perhaps all maim'd, he grov'ling on the ground? 
3 Dol thou, imboſom' d in the — —_— 
Or ſunk within the peach's down repoſe ? 
Within the king-cup if thy limbs are ſpread, 
Or in the golden cowſlip's velvet head, 
O ſhew me Flora, midſt thoſe fweets, the flow'r 
Where ſleeps my Grildrig in his fragrant bow'r. 
* But ah! I fear thy little fancy roves 


Thy pigmy children, and thy tiny ſpouſe, 
* The baby play-things that adorn thy houſe. | 
Doors, windows, chimneys, and the ſpacious rooms, 

© Equal in fize to cells of honeycombs. 

ol 


Haſt thou for theſe now ventur'd from the ſhore, 
Thy bark a bean ſhell, and a ſtraw thine oar ? 

Or, in thy box, now bounding on the main ? 
Shall I ne er bear thyſelf and houſe again? 
And ſhall I ſet thee on my hand no more, 

* To fee thee leap the lines, and traverſe o'er | 
My ſpacious palm? of ftature ſcarce a ſpan, 
* Mimic the actions cf a real man? 

* No more behold thee turn my watch's key, 
As ſeamen at a capſtern anchors weigh? 


0 


* « How wert thou wont to walk with cautious trea 
, A diſh of tea like milk-pail on thy head? 
«+ How chaſe the mite that bore thy cheeſe away, 
* 6 ept the rolling maggot at a bay?” 
$ „ 
| | Soft as ing- 's mellow noiſe : 
2 She ſobb'd a ſtorm, and wip'd ber flowing eyes, 
Which ſeem'd like two broad ſuns in miſty ſkies : 
0! ſquander not thy grief; thoſe tears command 
Re | To weep upon our in Newfoundland : | 
| The plenteous pickle ſhall preierve the fiſh, 
And Europe taſte thy ſorrows in her diſh. 
| MARY GULLIVER 
1 0 
„ | Capt. LEMUEL GULLIVER. 
OO ARGUMENT. 
wr | 
3 | 
rooms, | me, thrice welcome, to thy native place! 
| 3 8 What, touch me not? What, ſhun a 
ore, wife's embrace? £ 
? Have I for this thy tedious abſence borne, 
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Aud wak'd, and wiſh'd whole nights for thy return? 


nm ſve long years I took no ſecond ſpouſe 


| What Redriff wife ſo long hath kept her vows? 

| Youreyes, your noſe, inconſtancy betray ; 

Your noſe you ſtop, your eyes you turn away. 
Tis faid, that thou ſhouldſt cleave unto thy wife ; 

Once thou didſt cleave, and I could cleave for lite. 
Vor. IV. _— Hear, 


[ab 1 


Hear, and relent! hark, bow thy children moan ; 


Be kind at leaſt to theſe, they are thy own; 
Be bold, and count them all ; ſecure to find 
The honeſt number that you left behind. 

See kow they pat thee with their pretty paws : 


Why ſtart thee, are they ſnakes! or have they claws? | 
Thy Chriſtian ſeed, our mutual fleſh and bone: 


Be kind at leaft to theſe, they are thy own. 
* Biddel, like thee, might fartheſt India rove; 
He chang'd his country, 
There's © captain jar abſent half his life, 
Comes back, and is the kinder to his wife. 
Yet Pune wife is brown compar'd to me, 
And miſtreſs Biddel ſure is fifty-three. 


Not touch me! never neighbour called me flut : 


Was Flimnap's dame more ſweet in Lilliput ? 

Pre no red hair to breathe an odious fume; 

At leaſt thy con ſort's cleaner than thy groom. 
Why then that dirty ſtable-boy thy care? 

What mean thoſe viſits to the Sorrel Mare? 
Say, by what witchcraft, or what Dzmon led, 
Preferr'ft thou litter to the marriage bed? 
Some fay, the dev] himfelf is in that mare. 

If fo, our Dean ſhall drive him forth by prayer. 
Some think you mad, fome think you are poſſeſt, 
That bed/am and clean ftraw would ſuit you beſt: 
Vain means, alas, this frenzy to appeaſe ! 


That /fraw that fraw would heighten the diſeaſe. 


My bed (the ſcene of all our former joys, 
Witneſs two lovely girls, two lovely boys) 
Alone | preſs ; in dreams I call my dear, 

1 ftretch my hand, no Gulliver is there! 

E wake, [ rife, and ſhiv'ring with the froft, 
Search all the houſe, my Gulliver is loſt! 
Forth in the ſtreet I ruſh with frantic cries ; 
The windows open; all the neighbours riſe : 
here fleeps my Gulliver? O tell me where ! 

The neighbours anſwer, © With the Sorrel Mare.” 


e Names of ſea captains mentioned in Guiliver's Travels. 


t retain'd his love. 


Frog 


| yah 
| That's made of nothing but a lady's corn. 
' 'Tis not for that I grieve ; — tis to ſee 
The groom and ſorrel mare preferr'd to me. 
Theſe, for ſome — you deign to quit, 
And (at due diſtance) fweet diſcourſe admit, 
K: Tis all my pleaſure thy paſt toil to know, 
2D | For pleas d remembrance builds delight on woe: 
At ev'ry danger pants thy conſort's breaſt, 
And gaping infants ſquall to hear the reſt. 
How did I tremble, when by thouſands bound, 
law thee ſtretch'd on Lilliputian ground; 
When ſcaling armies climb'd up ev'ry part; 
Lach ſtep they trod, I felt upon my heart. 
| But when thy torrent quench'd the dreadful blaze, 
King, queen, and nation, ſtaring with amaze, 
= Full in my view how all my huſband came, 
N And what extinguiſh'd theirs, encreas'd my flame. 
| | \ Thoſe ſpedtacies, ordain'd thine eyes to fave ; 
iſe. Were once my preſent; love that armour gave. 
How did I mourn at Bolgolam's decree! 
For when he ſign'd thy death, he ſentenc'd me. 
| When folks might fee thee all the country round 
| For fixpence, I'd have given a thouſand pound. 
Lord ! when the giant-babe that head of thine 
| Got in his mouth, my heart was up in mine! 
When in the murrozw-bore | ſee thee ramm'd, 
| Or, on the houſe-top, by the monkey cramm'd ; 
piteous images renew my pain, 
I And all thy dangers I weep o'er again. 
At | hut on the maiden's nipple when you rid, 
1 Pray heav'n was all a wanton maiden did! 
els.  Chimdalclitch too! with thee I mourn ker cate, 
| Hav'n guard the gentle Fin from all diſgrace! 
2 5 


O may 


F'd call thee Houyhnhnm, that high ſounding name, 
Thy children's noſes all ſhould twang the k 
So might I find my loving ſpouſe of courſe, 
 Endu'd with all the wirtues of a horſe. 
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was formed by a fortuitous concourſe of atoms; which 
I will no more believe, than that the accidental jumb- 
ling of the letters of the alphabet could pr 
into a moſt ingenious and learned treatiſe of philoſo- 


phy. Riſum teneats amici? [Ho x.] This falſe op 
nion mu 


it needs create many more; it is like an error 


in the firſt concoction, which cannot be corrected in 


the ſecond; the * is I whatever 
you raiſe upon it, neceſſity fall 
ground. Thus men are lead from one error to 


to the 


ſubſtance in gaping at the ſhadew. For ſuch opini 
cannot cohere ; but like the iron and clay in the toes 
of Nebuchadnezzar's image, muſt ſeparate and break 


in pieces. I have read in a certain author, that Alex- - 


ander wept, becauſe he had no more worlds to con- 
quer; which he needed not have done, if the fortu- 


itous conccurſe of atoms could create one: but this 


is an opinion fitter for that many-heaced beaſt the vul- 
gar to entertain, than for ſo wiſe a man as Epicurus; 
the corrupt part of his ſect only borrowed his name, 
as the monkey did the cat's claw to draw the cheſnut 
aut of the fire. — ü 
However, the firſt ſtep to the cure is to know the 


diſeaſe; and though truth may be difficul o find, i. 


cauſe, as the philoſopher obſerves, ſhe lives in the 
bottom 


of a well, yet we need not, like blind men, 


grope in open day-light. I hope I may be allowed a- 
mong ſo many far more learned men to offer my mite, 
_ fince a ſtander-by may nr ſee more of 
the game, than he that plays it. But 

a philoſopher obliged to account for every phznome- 
non in nature, or drown himſelf with Ariſtotle, for 
not being able to ſolve the ebbing and flowing of the 
tide, in that fatal ſentence he paſt upon himſelf, Quia 
te non capio, tu capies me. Wherein he was at once the 
judge ard the criminal, the accuſer and executioner. 


Socrates cn the other hand, who ſaid he knew nothing, 


was pronounced by the oracle to be the wiſeſt man in 
the u orld. | 


But 


another, until with Izion they embrace a cloud in- 
ſtead of Juno ; or, like the m the fable, loſe the 


do not think 
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But 


as Pandora s box did thoſe of t 
this difference, that they have not left hope at the bot= 


tude ; and he that calls a man ungrateful, — up 


effet 


may think it a paradox) is chie 
leſs than an ipſe dixit, and you muſt pin your faith 
their ſleeve. 


Freter 
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© But to return from this digreſſion, I think it as 
clear as any demonſtration in Euclid, that nature does 


if we were able to dive into her ſe- 


nothing in vain ; 
cret receſſes, we ſhould find that the ſmalleſt blade of 


FT or moſt contemptible weed, has its particular 
| * ſhe is chiefly admirable in her minuteſt com- 


„the leaſt and moſt contemptible inſect moſt 


diſcovers the art of nature, if I may fo call it, though | 


nature, which delights in variety, will always tri- 


 umph over art: and as the poet obſerves, 


| Naturam expellas furca licet, uſque recurret. Ho 


But the various opinions of philoſophers have ſcat- 
tered through the world as many plagues of the mind, 
body, only with 


tom. And if truth be not fled with Aftrza, ſhe is cer-- 
tainly as hidden as the ſource of Nile, and can be 
found only in Utopia. Not that I would reflect on 
thoſe wife ſages, which would be a fort of ingrati- 


cite evi nt © man can be guy 6, 
 Ingratum fs dixeris, omnia dicis. 


| But what I blame the ph oſophers for (though fome 
their pride; nothing 

«4 

And though Diogenes lived in a tub, 
there might be, for ought I know, as much pride un- 


der his rags, as in the fine ſpun t of the ps nd 
Plato. It is reported of this | „that when 


Alexander came to fee him, and 4 promiſed to give 


him whatever he would aſk, the cynic only anſwered, 

Take not from me what thou canſt net give me „ but fland 
from between me and the light ; which was almoſt as ex- 
travagant as the philo her, that flung his money 
into the ſea, with this remarkable ſaying 


How different was this man from the uſurer, who 
being told his ſon would ſpend all he had got, re- 
plied, He cannot take more pleaſure in ſpending, than 4 
did in getting it. Theſe men could fee the taults ich 

| eac 
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each other, but not their own ; thoſe they flung into 
the bag behind; n widemus id mantice quod in tergo 
eff. I may perhaps be cenfured for my free opinions 
by thoſe carpi mus's, whom authors worſhip as 


the Indians do the devil, for fear. They will endea- 


vour to give my reputation as many wounds as the man 

in the almanack ; but I value it not; and perhap 
like flies, they may buz ſo often about the candle, vl 
they burn their wings. They muſt pardon me, if I 
venture to give them this advice, not to rail at what 
they cannot underitand : it does but diſcover that ſelf. 
tormenting paſſion of envy, than which the greateſt 
tyrant never invented a more cruel torment. 


Ini 0: nn in tyranni 
Tnentum majus . 


I muſt be fo bold to tell my critics and wi 
that they can no more judge of this, than a man 
is born blind can have any true idea of colours. I 
have always obſerved that your empty veſſels found 
loudeſt : I value their laſhes as little as the ſea did 
thoſe of Xerxes, when he whipped it T. The utmoſt 
882 from them is, that which 
OE; they think to ſubdue a writer, as Czfar 
value the opinion of the judicious few, a Rymer, a 
Dennis, 2 but for the reſt, to give my 
judgment at once, I think the long diſpute among the 
philoſophers about a vacuum may be determined in the 
affirmative, that it is to be found in a critick's head. 
They are at beſt but the drones of the learned world, 


who devour the honey, and will not work themſelves; 


| and a writer need no more regard them, than 
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lyſſes, that he would devour 
„with a veni, vidi, vici. I confeſs 1 
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For 
lion's kin. 


But to return to our diſcourſe : Demoſthenes being 
part of an orator, replied, 


third, achim: and fo on ad infnitum. This may be 
ue in oratory ; but contemplation in other things 
exceeds action. And therefore a wiſe man is never 
leſs alone, than when he is alone: 1 | 


And r the famous mathematician, was 
ſo intent upon his problems, that he never minded 
the ſoldier who came to kill him. Therefore not to 
detract from the juſt praiſe belonging to orators, they 
ought to conſider that nature, which gave us two 
eyes to ſee, and two ears to hear, has given us but 
one tongue to wherein however ſome do fo 


abound, that the virtuoſi, who have been fo long in 


but my opinion is, that one tyran 
| | hundred. Beſides, theſe orators inflame the 


2 


Some men admire republics, becauſe orators flouriſh . 
there moſt, and are the great enemies of tyranny : 
ini t is better than a 
people, 
whoſe anger is really but a ſhort fit of madneſs. 


Ira furor brevis eff. ? Hon. 


catch ſmall flies, but let waſps and hornets 
through. But in oratory the greateſt art is to hide 


But this muſt be the work of time, we muſt lay. 


| After which, laws are like cobwebs, wes ny 


| hold on all opportunities, and let flip no occafion, 


| elſe we ſhall be forced to weave Pene 


's web, un- 
ravel in the night what we ſpun in the day. And 
therefore I have obſerved, that time is painted with 


a lock before, and bald behind, fignifying a 
hat 
3 
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that we muſt take time (as we ſay) by the forelock 
for whence it is once there is A- 5 
The mind of man 1s at firſt (if you will pardon the 
| ) like a tabula raſa, or like wax, which, 
while it is ſoft, is capable of any i till time 
has hardened it. And at length death, that grim ty. 
rant, ſtops us in the midſt of our career. The 


eft erors have at laſt been 
with Gros | 


All rivers go to the ſea, but none return from it. 
Xerxes wept when he beheld his army, to conſider 
that in leſs than an hundred years they would be all 
dead. Anacreon was choaked with a grape-ſtone ; 
and violent joy kills as well as violent erief Thaw: 
is nothing in this world conſtant, but i 
yet Plato thought that if virtue would 
| in her own native dreſs, all men would be 
enamoured with her. But now, fince intereſt governs 
the world, and men negle& the golden mean, Jupiter 
himſelf, if he came on the earth, would be deſpiſed, 
unleſs it were, as he did to Danae, in a golden 
ſhower : for men now-a-days worſhip the riſ 
and not the ſetting. | | 
Donec eris felix multos nu merabis amicos. 
Thus have I, in obedience to your commands, ven- 


tured to expoſe myſelf to cenfure in this critical age. 
Whether I have done right to my fubje@, muſt be left 


to the judgment of the learned reader : however | 
cannot but hope, that my attempting of it may be 


an encoura gement for ſome able pen to perferm it with 
more ſucceſs. | | 
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appear to the | 
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| Frans i prevent the pot of Ler- frm bing l. 


ther impoſed on 
By ISAAC BICKERSTAPEF, Efq; 


' HAVE hog conſidered the groſs abuſe of aftrolo- 

gy in this k ingdom, and upon 23 the = 
poſhbly lay the 

ors, who ſetup to de 

"ROO ſeveral learned men have con- 


tended 

drag chat th kr when be du it this ur an and 

. 

— — — 
to 


part. 

The papers which relate to | 
are entirely humorous : and tempora- 
ry, but local; yet, by an art » they 
rendered YT ROS 
Engliſh language ſubſiſts. Orrery. 

In the papers relating to Partridge the almanack-maker, 
vie deve © waits fe 10> end Hen, will find abundance of 
entertainment. They are deſigned as a ridicule upon all that 
fcoliſh tribe, who ſet up for aftrologers, and without one rag of 
learning are great to ſcience. The elegy on Partridge 
(in Vol. VI. p. gy cap coves bs my Woes te > 
who are unacquainted with theſe whimfical tracts. However, it 


are 
as the 
thoſe 


is a point worth obſerving, that upon all occafions Dr. Swift re- 
members the fanatical party; neither would he allow a poor cob- 
ler, ſtarmonger, and quack to go out of the world, until upon his 
teth-bed be had declared himſelf a nonconformiſt, and had a fa- 


natie preacher to be his ſpiritual guide, Swift. 
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tended, that the whole is a cheat; that it is abſurd 
and ridiculous to imagine, the ftars can have any in- 
fluence at all upon human actions, thoughts, or inclina- 
tions; and whoever hath not bent his ſtudies that way, 
may be excuſed for 1 when he ſees in how 
wretched a manner that noble art is treated by a few 
mean illiterate traders between us and the ſtars; who 
import a y 


| <cogy wy offer to the world as genuine 
the planets, though they deſcend from no 
greater height than their own brains. 
I intend in a ſhort time to publiſh a 
tional defence of this art, and therefore  fay no 
more in its Juſtification at preſent, than that it hath 
been in all ages defended by many learned men, and 
among the reſt by Socrates himſelf, whom I look upon 
as undoubtedly the wiſeſt of uninſpired mortals ; to 
which if we add, that thoſe who have condemned 
this art, though otherwiſe learned, having been fuch 


as either did not apply their ſtudies this way, or at 


leaſt did not ſucceed in their applications; their teſti- 
 mony will not be of much weight to its diſadvantage, 
ſince they are liable to the common objection of con- 
demning what they did not underſtand. 
Nor am Lat all offended, or do I think it an injury 
to the art, when I ſee the common dealers in it, the 
Pudents in aftrology, the philomaths, and the reſt of that 


tribe, treated by wiſe men with the utmoſt ſcorn and 


contempt ; but I rather wonder, when I obſerve gen- 
tlemen in the country, rich enough to ſerve the nati- 
on in parliament, poring in Partridge's almanack to 
find out the events of the year at home and abroad; 


not da ring to prepoſe a hunting match, till Gadbury | 


or he have fixed the weather. | 
Iwill allow either of the two I have mentioned, or 
, y other of the fraternity, to be not cnly aftrologers, 


but cor jurers too, if I do not produce a hundred in- 


ſtances in all their almanacks to convince any reaſon- 


able wan, that they do not ſo much as underſtand 
common grammar and ſyntax ; that chey are not able 
to ſpell any word cut of the uſual road, nor even in 
their prefaces to write common ſenſe or intelligible 
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Engliſh. Then for their obſervations and predictions, 


U 


ſuch as will equally fuit any age or country 
i or fs. is the news-papers 
them; tor there we find at the end of the 
that no month paſſes without the death of ſome 
it would be hard, if it ſhould be 
re are at leaſt two thouſand per- 
his kingdom, many of them old, and 
the liberty of chuſing the 
e may fix his pre- 


=» 


amen. 


la ve died, the 


, | 
dead, de i fell out, that he died about the be- 


ginning of the year. 


To mention no more of their impertinent predicti- 
ons, what have we to do with their advertiſements 
ab ut pills and drink for n or their 
mutual quarrels in verſe and proſe of Whig and Tory, 
wherewith the ſtars have litile to co? a 

Having long obſerved and lamented theſe, anda 


| hungred ether abuſes cf this art too tedious to repeat, 


I reſolved to proceed in a new way, which I doubt 
not will be to the general ſatisfaction of the kingdom: 
I can this year produce but a fpecimen of what I de- 


| fign for the ſuture ; having employed moſt part of my 


time in adjuſtir g and cerrecting the calculations I 
made ſome years paſt, becauſe I would offer nothing to 
the world, of which I am not as fully ſatisfied, as t 

Iam now alive. For thefe two laſt years I have 
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not failed in above one or two particulars, and thoſe 
of no very t moment. I exactly foretold the miſ- 
carriage at Toulon, with all its iculars ; and the 
loſs of admiral Shovel, though I was miſtaken as to 
_ the day, placing that accident about thirty-ſix hours 
ſooner than it happened; but upon reviewing 
ſchemes, I quickly found the cauſe of that error. 
likewiſe foretold the battle of Almanza to the very 
day and hour, with the loſs on both fides, and the 
conſequences thereof. All which I ſhewed to ſome 
friends many months before they happened, that is, 
1 | qe them papers ſealed up, to open at ſuch a time, 
after which they were at liberty to read them ; and 


there they found my predictions true in every article, 


one or two very minute. 


As for the few following predictions I now offer the 


world, I forbore to publiih them, till I had peruſed 
the ſeveral almanacks for the year we are now enter- 


ed upon. I found them all in the uſual ſtrain, and 1 


the reader will compare their manner with mine: 
and here I make bold to tell the world, that I lay the 


whole credit of my art upon the truth of theſe predic- 


tions; and I will be content, that Partridge, and the 
_ reſt of his clan, may hoot me for a cheat and impoſtor, 
if I fail in any ſingle particular of moment. I believe, 
any man who reads this paper, will lock upon me to 
be at leaft a perſon of as much honefty and under- 
ſtanding, as a common maker of almanacks. I do not 
lurk in the dark ; I am not wholly unknown in the 


world; I have ſet my name at length, to be a mark 
of infamy to mankind, if they ſhall find I deceive 


them. 
In one point I muſt defire to be forgiven, that I 
talk more ſparingly of home-a#airs : as it would be 
imprudence to diſcover fecrets of ſtate, ſo it might be 
dangerous to my perſon ; but in ſmaller matters, and 
ſuch as are not of public conſequence, I ſhall be very 
free; and the truth of my conjectures will as much 

appear from theſe as the other. As fer the meſt ſignal 
events abroad in France, Flanders, Italy and Spain, 
I ſhall make no ſcruple to predict them in plain terms: 
ſome of them are of importance, and I * 


3 


my - 
I 
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events will follow exactly as I predict them. 


THE YEAR 708. 329 


ſeldom miſtake the day they will happen; 282 


I think good to inform the reader, that I all 

= uſe of the ald fiyle obſerved in England, 
[ defire he will compare with that of the 
at the time they relate the actions I mention. 

I muſt add one word more: I know it hath been the 
opinion of ſeveral learned who think well 
enough of the true art of aſtrology, that the ſtars do 
incline, n 
therefore, however I may proceed by right rules, 
cannot in prudence fo confidently affure the 


1 I have matnrely conſidered this objection, 
IA. of gat png By t. For exam- 


ple: a man may, by the influence of an over-ruling 
planet, be diſpoſed or inclined to luſt, rage, or ava- 


| ice, and yet by the force of reaſon overcome that 


evil influence; and this was the caſe of Socrates *: 
but the great events of the world uſually uy 
numbers of men, it cannot be e 
ſhould all unite to croſs their inclinations, for — 


ing a general defign, wherein they unanimouſly agree. 


Beſides, the influence of the ſtars reaches to many ac- 
tions and events, which are not any way in the power 
of reaſon ; as ſickneſs, death, and what we common- 
y call accident, with many more needleſs to repeat. 

But now it is time to proceed to my predictions, 
which I have begun to calculate from the time that 
the ſun enters into Aries. And this I take to be pro- 
perly the beginning of the natural year. I purſue 
them to the time, that he enters Libra, or ſomewhat 
more, which is the buſy period of the year. The re- 
mainder I have not yet adjuſted, upon account of ſe- 


5 veral impediments needleſs here to mention: beſides, 


I wuſt remind the reader again, that this is but a ſpe- 


* Ap id bei Socrates” ſcholars to 

te tures of thr maſter, ese — oper 

of art, intemperate, and libidinousz and when he was 

reproached and derided by them for a Sn Sages Cs 

truth, Socrates reſcued him from their i inſult, by declaring, that his 

natural on was ſuch as had been deſcribed, before it was 
Rudy of — Hawhef. 


dif 
correted by the 
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cimen of what I deſign in ſucceeding years to treat 


mare at large, if ] may have bberty and enconmge- 
7 


My firſt prediction is but a trifle, yet I will mention 


it, to ſhew how ignorant thoſe ſottiſh pretenders to 
are in their own concerns : it relates to Par- 


time. 
The month of April will be obſervable for the death 


of eat 
dinal def archbiſhop of Paris: on the iith 


> winds wag F gn ſon to the duke of An- 
jou: on the B 


ents of very little uſe or intron tothe reader, or 


— 4 
As to public affairs: on the 7th of this month there 


will be an infurrection in Dauphine, occaſioned by the 
5 of the people, which will not be quieted in 


ths. 


eaſt coaſt of France, which will deſtroy many of their 
and ſome in the very barbour. 
e 19th will be famous for the revolt of 2 whole 
province or kingdom, excepting one city, by which 
the affairs of a certain prince i in the alliance will take 
a better face. 
May, againſt common conjectures, will be no very 
month in Europe, but very ſignal for the death 
of the Dauphin, which will happen on the 7th, after 
2 ſhort fit of ſickneſs, and grievous tcrments with the 
ſtrangury. He dies ws HT by the court thas 
the gan. | 


On 


| almanack-maker ; I have conſulted the ftar 
Cs or ow os and find he will i- 
_ fallibly die upon the 29th of March next, about ele- 
ven at night, of a raging fever ; and therefore I ad- 
' viſe him to conſider of it, and ſettle his affairs in 


—_ 7 


On the 4th will die the car- 


—ñ 0 


On the 15th will be a violent ſtorm on the ſouth- 


2 


aa 


- — 
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de more particular: for in relating affairs, that ſo 


Frrrfef PA 


@ 
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| chiefly by ſeeing the time come, w 
| es deceived by contrary events. It is indeed to 


of 
_ this point lefs prudent than common almanack- ma- 


e n 


* 
| killed 
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On the gth a mare/chal of France will break his 
by a fall from his. orſe. * I have not been able to 

- lb whether he will then dic - not. 
On the tith will begin a moſt important fiege 

which the eyes of all Europe will be upon: 1 cannot 


nearly concern the confederates, and conſequently this 


kin I am forced to confine myſelf, tor ſeveral 


very obvious to the reader. | 
On the 15th news will arrive of a very furpriz- 


| jagevent, than which nothing could be more unex- 


] three noble ladies of this kingdom 


vill, againſt all.expeQation, prove with child, to the 


great joy of their huſbands. 
On the 23d a famous buffoon of the play-houſe will 
die a ridiculous death, ſuitable to his vocation. 
June. This month will be diſtinguiſhed at home, 
the utter diſperſing of thoſe ridiculous deluded en- 
I occaſioned 
n many of their 
be fulfilled, and then finding them- 


be admired, how any deceiver can be fo weak to fore- 
things near at hand, when a very few months muſt 
e- 


kers, who are ſo wiſe to wander in generals, and talk 
dubiouſly, and leave to the reader th bufineſs of in- 
ting. 
Vans enen 
by a random ſhot of a cannon- ball. 

On the 6th a fire will break out in the ſuburbs of 
Paris, which will deſtroy above a thouſand houſes; 
and ſeems to be the foreboding of what will ha 


do the furprize of all Europe, about the end the 


following month. 


On the 10th a great battle will be fought, which 


will begin at four of the clock in the afternoon, and 
naſt till nine at nig 


ht with great obſtinacy, but no very 
decifive event. I ſhall not name the place, for the 


reaſons aforeſaid ; but the commanders on each left 
wing 
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— 3 be Be co] he banfoen, and owe the 
oĩſe of guns for a victory. 
. 
ing's death. | | 
dy- 
re- 
Charles will 


The 6th of this month a certain general wil 
| * N Len — he lo by 


On the 12th a great commander will die a priſoner in 
On the 14th a ſhameful diſcovery will be made of 
a French jeſuit, giving poiſon to a great foreign ge- 
neral ; and when he is put to the torture, he will 
r FE | 
In ſhort this will prove a month of great action, if 
I might have liberty to relate the hed 4 wat 
At home the death of an old famous ſenator will 
happen on the 15th at his country-houſe, worn with 
age and diſeaſes. 


But that which will make this month memorable 


to all poſterity, is the death of the French king, Lewis 
the fourteenth, after a week's ſickneſs at Marli, which 
will happen on the 29th, about fix o'clock in the even- 
ing. It ſeems to be an effect of the gout in his ſto- 
mach, followed by a flux. And in three days after 
monſieur Chamillard will follow his maſter, dying ſud- 
denly of an apoplexy. 


In this month likewiſe an Ambaſſador will die in 


London; but I cannot aſſign the day. . 
Auguſt. The affairs of France will ſeem to ſuffer 
no change for a while under the duke of Burgundy's 


| adminiſtration ; but the genius that animated the 


whole machine being gone, will be the cauſe of 
mighty turns and revolutions in the following year. 
The new king makes yet little change either in the 
army or the miniſtry; but the libels againſt his 
_ grandfather, that fly about his very court, give him 

uneaſineſs. . 95 16 
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month, 
Journey 


of this ＋ 


September. This month begins with a very ſur- 
prizing fit of froſty weather, which will laſt near twelve 


. 


e pope having long languiſhed laſt month, the 


| ins — 
0 time, OY conteſt, be ſucceeded by a car- 

| dinal of the imperial faction, but a native of Tuſcany, 
who is now about fixty-one years old. 5 
The French army acts now wholly on the defenſive, 
bengly fortified in their trenches ; and the young 
French king ſends overtures for a treaty of peace by 
the duke of Mantua ; which, becauſe it is a matter 
> | of ſtate, that concerns us here at home, I ſhall ſpeak 


10 farther of. | ; | 
I ſhall add but one prediction more, and that in 
myſtical terms, which be included in a verſe out 


ef Virgil, 1 
Alter erit jam Tethys, et altera que vebat Argo 
Delectos L . Nö 


| Upon the 25th day of this month, the fulfilling of 
| this prediction will be manifeſt to every body. 

' This is the fartheſt I have proceeded in my calcu- 
lations for the preſent year. I do not pretend, that 
theſe are all the great events, which will yes 

| this 
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this period, but that thoſe I have 
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is 
25 


the A It; 
— 
and . 
any Chief 
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$7 
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7 
| 


I 
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pence, which I neither want : therefore 
let not wiſe men too haſtily condemn this eſſay, in- 
tended for a good defign, to cultivate and improve 
an ancient art, long in diſgrace by having fallen into 
mean unſkilful hands. A little time will determine 
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T HE 
ACCOMPLISHMENT 

A OF THE FIRST OF | | | 

Mz. BICKERSTAFF'S PREDICTIONS. | ® 


Being 0 of the pzxarn of Mr. P RIDGE, the 

| 3 the agth — * | 

In A LETTER TO A PERSON OF HONOUR. 
| Written in the year 1708. 

My Load, | 
FIN obedience to your Lordſhip's commands, as well 
as to fatisfy my own curioſity, I have for ſome 
days paſt enquired conſtantly after Partridge the al- | 
manack-maker, of whom it was foretold in Mr. Bick- 
erſtaff's predictions, publiſhed about a month ago, 
that he thould die the 29th inftant about eleven at 


night of a raging fever. I had ſome fort of knowlege 
of him, when I was employed in the revenve, becauſe 


as he did other gentlemen, the ſcore of ſome 
little gratuity we gave him. I faw him accidentally 
. ten days before he 2 - 
e began very much to droop nguiſh 
though I hear, bis friends did not ſeem to apprehend 
him in any danger. About two or three days ago ke 
grew ill, was confined firſt to his chamber, and in a 
ew hours after to his bed, where Dr. Caſe and Mrs. 
Kirleus F were ſent for to viſit, and to preſcribe to 
him. Upon this intelligence I ſent thrice every day 
one ſervant or other to enquire after his health; and 
yeſterday, abcut four in the afternoon, word was 
N brought 
See an elegy on the ſuppoſed death of Partridge, in Vol. VI. 
7. 34. and the epitaph, p. 37. 8 = 
+ Two f:mous quacks at that time. 


he uſed every year to preſent me with his almanack, 


AN ACCOUNT, &c. 
it me, that he was paſt 


condeſcenſion, and made me compliments upon it, 
| ll 6s he cord fo the 1 The 
_ _—— he had been for ſome time de- 
ONS. | firious ; but when I faw him, he had his underſtand- 
ung as well as ever I knew, and ſpoke 
en, the hearty, without any ſeemin or 
; | dw 8 hed wats din dew fhiiy 3 was be 
' thoſe melancholy circumſtances, and faid 
UR. cvilities, ſuitable to the occaſion, I 
tell me freely and ingeniouſly, whether 
Mr. Bickerſtaff had publiſhed relating to hi 
| had not too much affected and worked on his imagi- 
nation. He confeſſed, he had often had it in his head, 
s well but never with much apprehenſion, till 
1 ight before; ſince which time it had 
he al- | Polleſſic of his mind and thoughts, and he did 
Bick- OE 
ad 


tember: for, ſaid he, I am thoroughly 

Ithink J have very good reaſons, that Mr. Bick 
| ſpoke altogether by gueſs, and knew no 
will happen this year, than I did myſelf. I told him 
his diſcourſe ſurprized me; and I would be glad, he 


| were in a ſtate of health to be able to tell me, what 


reaſon he had to be convinced of Mr. Bickerſtaff*s ig- 
norance. He replied, I am a ig fellow, 
bred to a mean trade, yet 1 — ſe enough to 
| know, that all pretences of foretelling by aſtrology are 
| deceits, for this manifeſt reaſon, as, Ar the wiſe and 
_ the learned, who can only judge whether there be any 
ruth in this ſcience, do all unanimouſly agree to laugh 
at and defpiſe it, and none but the poor ignorant vul- 
gar give it any credit, and that only upon the word 
| of ſuch filly wretches as I and my fellows, who can 


* 


bardly write or read. I then aſked him, why he had 
not calculated his own nativity, to fee whether it 
agreed with Bickerſtaff s prediction? at which he 
ſhook his head, and faid, oh ! Sir, this is no time for 
jeſting, but for repenting thoſe fooleries, as aw 
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from 


the very bottom of my heart. *By what I e. | 


8. 1 be We 
all thoſe things; as to fore- 
weather, we never meddle with that, but 


the printer, who takes it out of any old al- 
manack, as he he thinks fit ; the reſt was my own inven- 
tion to make my 


0 
3 


own compoſitions were fuch, as I thought cond 
leaſt do no hurt. 


I had ſome other diſcourſe with him, which now | 
to mind; and I fear I have already tired 


| 
J 


d he declared himſelf u nonconfermite 


157 
. 


a li 
at the 
r 

idge ſhould expire, which was not above two 
ads when, looking my watch, I found 
above five minutes after ſeven ; by which it 


calculation. In the other circumſtances 
was exact enough. But whether he hath not been 
he Ca ons of thibater many death, as well as the pre- 

, may be x7 reaſonably diſputed. * 
it muſt be n the matter is odd enough, whe- 


— we ſhould endeavour to account for it by chance, 


or the effect of imagination: for my own part, 
I believe ro man hath leſs faich in "a matters, yet 
I ſhall wait with ſome impatience, and not without 
ſome expeQation, the fulfilling of Mr. Bickerſtaff's ſe- 


— , 


hat Mr. Bickerſtaf was miſtaken Imoft four | 
his 


cond 


Ld 
— 


Fr 
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prediction, that the cardinal de Noailles is to die 
die. | us te fourth of April and if that ſhould be veri- 


28 as this of Partridge, I muſt own 
= - tes iy furgrined, and at « fs toſs, and ſhould - 
We | My expe he xecomplikmenr of all th rel 
ſore- 
po | 
——_ SWIRE BICKERSTAFF DETECTED 3 
e to 
; for | 0 x. 
mif. | The ASTROLOGICAL IMpPosTOR convicted “. 

| 
Ti | E e Sit in „„ 
” T is hard, my dear countrymen of theſe united 
"Y nations, it is very hard, that a Briton born, e pro- 
ns - - teftant aſtrologer, a man of revolution 
that  afſertor of the  hberty and of the people, ould 
— } ay out in vain for juſtice again a Frenchman, a pa- 
5 wy and an illiterate „ to ſcience, that would 
2 WF my reputation, moſt — bury me alive, 
* | end my native country of thoſe ſervices, which, 
wa. in my double capacity, I daily offer the public. 
a fer. What great provocations I have received, let the 
ately | impartial reader judge, and how unwillingly, even in 
„ rr 
- two ood, ignorance and envy ; but I am exa ed 
Grd RR i= by the hk 


uch it 


1 


of Bridewell, Mr. 2 extents Gw'2.op 


Rowe, — a miſtake : 1 Dr. Ware 8 
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within the compaſs of the enſuing year; and peremp- 
torily fixes the month, day, and hour of our deaths: 
this, I think, is ſporting with great men, and public 
ſpirits, to the ſcandal of religion, and 
power; and if ſovereign princes and aſtrologers muſt 
make diverſion for the vulgar —— why then farewel, 
fay I, to all governments, ecclefiaſtical and civil. 
But, I thank my better ſtars, I am alive to confront 


reſentment. The cardinal may take what meaſures 
he ſes with him ; as his excellency is a foreigner, 
and 2 papiſt, he has no reaſon to rely on me for his 
Juſtification : I ſhall only aſſure the world he is alive— 


but as he was bred to letters, and is maſter of a pen, 


Jet him uſe it in his own defence. In the mean time 
1 ſhall preſent the public with a faithful narrative of 


the ungenerous treatment and hard ufage TI have re- 


_ ceived from the virulent papers and malicious prac- 
tices of this pretended aſtrologer. 

A true and impartial account of the proceedings of 
Isaac BicxERSTAFF, Eſq; againſt me. 


THE 28th of March, anno Dom. 1708, being the 
night this ſham prophet had fo impudently fixed 


which made little impreſſion on myſelf ; 


but I cannot anſwer for my whole family; for my 

wife, with a concern more than wy we | 

me to take ſomewhat to ſweat for a cold ; and, be- 

tween the hours of eight and nine, to go to bed 
the maid, as ſhe was warming my bed, with a pt 


* 


of | 


this falſe and audacious predictor, and to make him 
rue the hour he ever affronted a man of ſcience and 


ailed on 
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ng up is time. Sir, ſays I, 
by a friend, and make the beſt of 


ployed m 


gazing *fquire has been playing my executor before 
is time ; but I leave the world to judge, and he 
that puts things and things fairly together, will not 


4 
. 
: 


ell, once more I got my doors cloſed, and pre- 
bed, in hopes of a little repoſe after ſo many 
adventures; juſt as I was putting out my light 
to it, another bounces as hard as 


-y 


FLE 


and come to know whether the doctor left any or- 
for a funeral ſermon, and where he is to be laid, 
whether his grave is to be plain or bricked ? Why, 
„ fays I, you know me well enough; you know 
am not dead, and how dare you affront me after 


a8 


L 


— 


this manner? Alack-a-day, Sir, replies the fellow, | 


ol 


why it is m 


print, and the whole town knows you 
are dead; why, there is Mr. White the joiner is but 


fitting ſcrews to your coffin, he will be here with it £ 


in an inſtant : he was afraid you would have wanted 
it before this time. Sirrah, firrah, ſays I, you hall 
know to-morrow to your coſt, that I am alive, and 
alive like to be. Why, it is ſtrange, Sir, ſays he, 
vou ſhould make ſuch a fecret of your death to us 
that are your neighbours ; it looks as if you had a de- 


fign to defraud the church of its dues ; and let me 
tell you, for one that bas lived ſo long by the bea- 


« if 


; I open the window, and aſk who is there, | 
he wants; I am Ned the Sexton, replies 


Ain 
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| oner in phyſic and 


ud proceed in the narration. 
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peep at the ſtars in this world, and ſhew how 
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dens, that is unhandſomely done. Hiſt, hiſt, ſays 
another rogue that ſtood by him; away, dector, into 
your flannel! gear as faſt as you can, for here is a whole 


| pack of diſmals coming to you with their black equi- 


„and how indecent will it look fer you to ſtand 
ightening folks at your window, when you ſhould 
have been in your coffin this three hours ? in ſhort, 
| what with undertakers, imbalmers, joiners, ſextons, 
uud your damned elegy-hawkers upon a late practiti- 
ology, I got not one wink of 
| fleep that night, nor ſcarce a moment's reſt ever fince. 

Now I doubt not, but this villainous ſquire has the 


| impudence to aſſert, that theſe are entirely ſtrangers 


do him; he, good man, knows nothing of the mat- 
ter, and honeſt Iſaac Bickerſtaff, I warrant you, is 

more 2 man of honour, than to be an plice with 
| a pack of rafcals, that walk the ſtreets on ts, and 

diſturb people in their beds; but he is out, if 
he thinks the whole world is blind; for there is one 
 Jobp Partridge can ſmell a knave as far as Grubftreet, 


| —although he lies in the moſt exalted garret, and 


_ writes himſelf *ſquire :—but I will keep my temper; 
I could not ſtir out of doors for the ſpace of three 
months after this, but preſently one comes up to me 
in the ſtreet ; Mr. Partridge, that coffia you was laſt 
buried in, I have not been yet paid for: doctor, cries 
another dog, how do you think people can live by mak- 
ing of graves for nothing ? next time you die, you 
may even toll out the bell yourſelf for A third 
rogue tips me by the elbow, and wonders, how I have 
de conſcience to ſneak abroad without I 


cries a third, after a competent ſpace of ſtaring at 


maker was crept out of his gra 
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the Na ſober, 

e 
and be buried decently, or fend him fufficient 
_ reaſons to the contrary, or, if I have been interred in 
any other pariſh, to produce my certificate, as the 
act & requires. My poor wife is almoſt run diſtracted 


with being called widow Partridge, when ſhe knows it 


is falſe ; and once a term ſhe is cited into the court to 
take out letters of adminiſtration. But the 
_ grievance is, a paultry quack, that takes up my cal- 
| Juſt under my noſe, and in his printed directions 
with N. — bs lives in the houſe of the late 
ingenious n Partridge, an eminent praQitioner 
en, oe , and — 
how far the wicked fpirit of envy, 
— ans reſentment can hurry ſome men, my name- 
had provided me a monument at 
Ee, nad reals have erected it in the 
urch; and this piece of notorious and ex- 
bea villaing bad aRually fucceeded, if I had not 
tmeſt intereſt with the veſtry, where it 


ſtratagem failing, out comes a long ſa- 


„ bedecked with hourglaſſes, mattocks, 
des, and ſkeletons, wade an epitaph as con- 


ſculls, 
| fdently 
T had been under ground theſe twenty years. 

And, after ſuch barbarous treatment as this, can 


the world blame me, when I aſk, what is become of 


the freedom of an Engliſhman? and where is the 
liberty and property, s my old glorious friend came 

over to aſſert ? we have drove popery out of the 

tion, and ſent ſlavery to foreign climes. The 

only remain in bondage, when a man 

. * de openly inſulted in 
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the many uſeful. ſervices he is dai paying the pub” 
lic. 


Was it ever heard, even in Turkey or Algiers” 

hy un eee en impotr, or bawled ou of the world 

ani t1 , or bawled out e world 

0 a pack of villainous, de 

I print almanacks, and publiſh advertiſe- 

ments ; though I produce certificates under the mi- 
urch-wardens hands that I am alive, 

| rter ſeſſions, out 

the death and in- 


Dr. Partridge ! no counterfeit, but all alive !—asif I 


| had the twelve celeſtial monſters of the zodiac to ſhew 


within, or was forced for a livelihood to turn retailer to 
May and Bartholomew fairs. Therefore, if her Ma- 


jeſty would but graciouſly be pleaſed to think a hard- 


ſhip of this nature wortky her royal conſideration, and 
the next parliament, in their great wiſdom, caſt but 
an eye towards the deplorable cafe of their old philo- 
math, that annually beftows his poetical good wiſhes 
on them, I am fure there is one Ifaac Bickerſtaff, Efq; 
would ſoon be truſſed up for his bloody predictions, 


and putting good ſubjects in terror of their lives: and 


that henceforward to murder a man by way of pro- 
Eg, and bury him in a printed letter, either to a 
or Commoner, ſhall as legally entitle him to the 
—— poſſeſſion of Tyburn, as if he robbed on the 
ighway, or cut your throat in bed. 
I ſhall demonſtrate to the judicious, that France 
and Rome are at the bottom of this horrid conſpira 
againſt me; and that Culprit aforefaid is a Popiſh 
emiſſary, has paid his viſits to St. Germains, and 


now 


ed hawkers? 


5 AFF DETE 
T. £ 

BICKERS 

ö — 


ere all the 
to 

ſides wound given 

J. 2 

* - 

— 2 in 

: 


PETIT 
ERICH 


＋ 
— 


1 


1709. 


M. after a very rough manner, in that which 
i called, his almanack for the preſent year: ſuch 
to 


[ 347 ] 


Vindication of Isaac BrcxznasTaAry, Eſq; 
againſt what is objected to him by Mr. Pan- 
TRIDGE in his almanack for the preſent year 


By the ſaid Is AAc BickERST Ar, Eſq; 
Written in the year 1709. 
Partridge bath been lately 


to treat 


uſage is very indecent from one "Mm 
and doth not at all contribute to the diſcovery © 
truth, which ought to be the great end in all dif- 
putes of the learned. To call a man fool and willain, 
and impudent fe!loxww, only for differing from him in a 
point merely ſpeculative, is, in my humble opinion, a 
very improper ſtyle for a perſon of his education. I ap- 
peal to the learned world, whether in my laſt year's 
predictions I gave him the leaft provocation for ſuch 
unworthy treatment. Philoſophers bave differed in 
all ages; but the difcreete among them have al- 
ways differed as became philoſophers. Scurrility and 
paſſion, in a controverſy among /cho/ars, is juſt ſo 
much of nothing to the purpoſe, and at beſt, a tacit 
confeſſion of a weak cauſe: my concern is not fo 
much for my own reputation, as that of the republic 
if letters, which Mr. Partridge hath endeavoured to 
wound through my ſides. If men of public ſpirit muft 
be ſuperciliouſly treated for their ingenious attempts, 
how will true uſeful knowledge be ever advanced? 
Iwiſh Mr. Partridge knew the thoughts, which foreign 
univerſities have conceived of his ungenerous proceed- 
ings with me; but I am too tender of his rep 
tion to publiſh them to the world. That ſpirit of 
envy and pride, which blaſts fo many riſing gentus's 
in our nation, is yet unknown among profeſſors abroad: 
the neceſſity of juſtifying myſelf will excuſe my va- 


nity, when 1 tell the reader, that I have near a 


P5 hundred 


A VINDI CATION OF 


the author and readers of them ; but I hope 
ſtate learning lies at preſent in that kingdom: 
with the profoundeft veneration for crowned 
I will prefume to add, that it a little concerned his 
_ of Portugal to interpoſe his authority in be- 
half of a and a gentleman, the ſubjeC of a na- 
tion, with which he is now in fo ſtrict an alliance. 
But the other kingdoms and ftates of Europe have 
treated me with more gandor and generoſity. If I had 
leave to print the Latin letters tranſmitted to me 
from foreign parts, they would fill a volume, and be 
2 full defence agairſt all that Mr. Partridge, or his ac- 
complices of the Portugal inguifition, will be ever able 
to object; who, by the way. are the only enemies my 
| tions have ever met with at home or abroad. 
Burt I hope, I know better what is due to the honour 
of a learned * in ſo tender a point. Yet 
ſome of thoſe illuſtrious perſons will perhaps excuſe 
me for tranſcribing a paſſage or two in my vindicationf. 
The moſt learned monfieur Leibnitz thus addreſſes to 
me bis third letter: illuſtriſimo Bic ler ſtaſſio aſftrologie 
iuſtauraturi, etc. Monſieur /e Clerc, quoting my pre- 
diftions in a treatiſe he publiſhed laſt year, is pleaſ- 
ed to ſay, ita nuperrime Bickerflaſſius, llud 
Anglia fidus. Another great pretefior writing of me, 


has mou words : 7 aus, 1 — 2 
gorum hujuſce ſæculi facile prince ps. Signior jabecchi, 
the great duke's famous hibrary-keeper, ſpeads almoſt 
his whole letter in compliments and praiſes. It is true, 
the renowned profeſſor of aſtronomy, at Utrecht, ſeems 
to differ from me in one article; but it is after the 
| © This is fact, as the author was aſur*d by Sir Paul Methuen, 
then ambaſſador to that crown. | | 

+ The quotatiens here inſerted, are in imitation of Dr. Bently, 


in ſome part of the famous con:roveriy betu cen him and Mr. Boyle, 
afterwards Perl oi Orrary. | 
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wich I defign to handle with all brevity, 
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modeſt manner, that becomes a philoſopher ; as pace 
un viri dixerim : and page 55, he ſeems to lay the error 
upon the printer (as indeed it ought) and fays, vel 


en, &c. | 
FFM. Partridge had followed theſe e in the 
controverſy between us, he might have me 
the trouble of juſtifying myſelf in ſo public a manner. 
I believe no man is readier to own his errors than 
I or more thankful to thoſe, who will pleaſe to inform 
him of them. 2 it * 175 gentleman, inſtead E 
encouragin progre is own art, is pleaſed 
8 all 4 of that kind as an invaſion 
of his province. He hath been indeed fo wiſe to 


make no objection againſt the truth of my * b 

except in one — relating to himſelf: and to 
demonſtrate how much men are blinded by their own 
partiality, I do folemnly affure the reader, that he is 
the only perſon, from whom TI ever heard that ob- 
jection offered; which conſideration alone, I think, 


will take off all its weight. 


With my utmoſt endeavours I have not been able 
to trace above two objections ever made 22 the 
truth of my laſt year's prophecies: the firſt was of a 
Frenchman, who was pleaſed to publiſh to the world, 
that the cardinal de Noailles was frill alive, notwith- 
flanding the pretended prophecy of monfieur Biquerſtaſfe : 
but how far a Frenchman, a papiſt, an enemy is 
to be believed in his own cauſe againſt an Engliſh 
HNateſtant, who is true to the g „I ſhall leave 
to the candid and impartial reader. 2 

The other objection is the unhappy occaſion of this 
diſcourſe, and relates to an article of my predictions, 
which foretold the death of Mr. Partridge to. hap- 


den on March 29, 1708. This he is pleaſed to con- 


radit abſolutely in the almanack he hath publiſhed 
for the preſent year, and in that ungentlemanly man- 
ner (pardon the expreſſion) as I have above related. 
in that work he very roundly afferts, that he is not 
mly nvww alive, but was lilecuiſe alive upon that very 
29th of March when I had feretold he ſbould die. This 
5 the ſubje& of the preſent controverſy between us; 
perſpi- 


cuity, 


ATION OP 


, far f 


0 man alive ever writ ſuch damned fluff as this. 
ither did I ever hear that opinion diſputed : ſo 
. that Mr. Partridge lies under a dilemma, either of 
diſowning his almanack, or allowing himſelf to be 1 
man alive. But now if an uniformed carcafe walks ftill 
about, and is pleafed to call itfelf Partridge, Mr. 
Zickerſtaff does not think himſelf any way erable 
for that. Neither had the faid carcaſe any 
beat the poor boy, who happened to paſs by it 
| 82288 @ full and true account of Dr. 
„ Kc. 5 


| and recover ſtolen goods; which all the pariſh ſays, 


+ he muſt do by converſing with the devil and other | 
evil ſpirits: and no wiſe man will ever allow, he could 


converſe perſonally with either, till after he was dead. 
Thirdly, I will plainly prove him to be dead, out of 
his own almanack for this year, and from the very 

ge, which he produceth to make us think 
im alive. He there ſays, he is not now alive, 
but was alſo alive upon that very 29th of March, 
evhich I foretald be ftould die on by this, he de- 
clares his opinion, that a man wa” be alive now, 


who was not alive a twelvemonth ago. And in- 


deed, there lies the ſophiſtry of his argument. He 


dares not aſſert, he was alive ever ſince that 29th of 


March, but that he is now alive, and was fo on that 
day : I grant the latter; for he did not die till night, 


as appears by the printed account of his death, ma 


ktter to a lud; and whether he be fince revived, 


leave the world to judge. This indeed is perfect ca- 
= | A villing, 


„ Mr. Partridge pretends to tell fortunes, 
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that ever was pretended to be in them; and this in 
| an affair at home, where I had fo many opportuni- 
| ies to be exact: n advan- 
| | me to a perſon . Partridge's 
_ who, if he could 4 have raiſ- 
| of fingle objection more againſt the truth of my 


ed one | 
| prophecies, would hardly 3 
And here muſt take occaſion to ve the a 
| mentioned writer of the relation of Mr. Partrid 


death, in à letter to a bord ; who was 
me with a miſtake of four whole hours in my calcula- 
tion of that event. I muſt confeſs, this cenſure pro- 
| nounced with an air of certainty, in a matter that ſo 
nearly concerned me, and by a grave judicious author, 
moved me not a little. But though I was at that time 
| out of town, yet ſeveral of my friends, whoſe cu- 
ricfity had led them to be exactly informed (for as 
to my own part, having no doubt at all in the mat- 
ter, I never once thought of it) aſſured me, I com- 
| „„ 
vate opinion) is an error of no very great 
5 | — that men ſhould raiſe a clamour about it. 
dead. I ſhall only fay, it would not be amiſs, if that au- 
out of thor would henceforth be more tender of other men's 
* reputation as well as his own. It is well there were no 
more miſtakes of that kind; if there had, I 
: alive, | he would have told me of them with as lit 


LED3 Trof fir aoPIELANNT SIND 


cere- 


mony. | | 
e de | There is one objection againſt Mr. Partridge's 
now, death, which I have fometimes met with, though 
in. indeed very flightly offered, that he ſtill continues to 
write almanacks. But this is no more than what is 
common to all of that profeſſion; Gadbury, poor Ro- 
bin, Dove, Wing, and ſeveral others, do yearly pub- 
liſh their almanacks, though ſeveral of them have 
been dead ſince before the revolution. Now the na- 
tural reaſon of this I take to be, that whereas it is 
« _ 


352 A VINDICATION, S. 


almanack-makers are alone 
diſſertations „ Jap Bong ohne as 
paſs, become uſeleſs as thoſe go off. In 


they 


| of which, ame, whoſe regiffers they are, gives them 


a leaſe in re verſion, to continue their works after their 


death. | 
1 ſhould not have given the public or the 
trouble of this vindication, if my name had not been 


made uſe of by ſeveral perſons, to whom I never lent 
It; one of which, a few days ago, was pleaſed to fa- 
ther on me a new ſett of predictions. I think 


theſe are things too ſerious to be trifled with. It 


ing, bawled about by common hawkers, which I on- 
ly intended for the weighty conſideration. of the gray- 
eſt perſons. This prejudiced the world fo much at 
| firſt, that ſeveral of my friends had the affurance to 
aſk me, whether I were in jeſt? to which I only anſwer- 
ed coldly, that the event would ſhew. But it is the 


tze year had werified all my predictions, out comes Mr. 


Partridge's almarack, diſputing the point of his death; 
ſo that I am employed, like the general who was forc- 


ed to kill his enemies twice over, whom a necromancer 
had raiſed to life. If Mr. Partridge bath practiſed the 
fame experiment upon bim ſe if, ard be again alive, long 
may he continue 155 ; that doth not in the leaſt contra- 
dict my veracity : but I think I have clearly proved, 
by invincible demonſtration, that he died at fartheſt with- 


in half an hour of the time I foretold, and not four 
hears ſooner, as the above-mentioned author, in his 


letter to a lord, hath maliciouſſy fuggeſted, with 


deſign to blaſt my credit by charging me with fo gros | 


a miſtake. 


A famcus 


the privilege of other authors © ke their det,; 
a7 becauſe their 


talent of our age and nation, to turn things of the | 
teſt importance into ridicule. When the end of 
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impoſtors. Againſt this imputation, Dr. Pa 
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15 

20 

Seven and ten. This line deſcribes the year when 


theſe events ſhall happen. Seven and ten make ſe- 


yenteen, which I explain ſeventeen hundred, and this 


number added to nine, makes the year we are now 


in; for it muſt be underſtood of the natural year, 
Tamys rivere twys, etc. The river Thames frozen 
twice in one year, fo as man to walk on it, is a very 
ſeveral hundred years before, and is the reaſon why 


| ſtuff uſed 


| 
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IF 
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Nr 
poets, that he had three 
author ſays he ſhall have again: that is, 


are already fulfilled ; and 
probable the reſt may be in due time; and 
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The WonnpzrruL Wonpzs of Wouvens, 


HERE — lat 
city; whom it is v 


arrived at this 
ery proper 


be informed of. His character may perhaps be thought 
very inconſiſtent, improbable, od unnatural ; * 
ver I intend to draw it with the utmoſt reg 
trath. This I am the better qualified to do, 
he is a fort of upon our family, and almſt of 
the ſame age; though I cannot direQly ſay, I _ 
ever ſeen him. He 1s a native of this country, and 


bath lived long among us; but what appears wonder- 


ful, and hardly credible, was never ſeen 
before by any 


It is true indeed, he always chuſes the loweff place 
in company; and contrives it ſo, to keep out 
It is reported however, that in his younger 
was frequently expoſed 
his will, and was ſure to ſmart for it. 


y 7 


to view, but always againſt | 


EE As to his family, he came into the world a younger 
brother, being of fx children 2 order of 
(i) birth: of which the eldeſt is now head of the 


| this infrmity in him. To deal impartially ; it 
de granted, that he is too great a lover of 
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: . upper moſt ; 
but he peruſes lets on both ſides with im- 
 partiality, though — till every body elſe bath done 
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| have 
| He is likewiſe over 
daily inſpecteth, pe 
"He g bred under a (3) maſter of arts, who 
aſtiled | bim, bu 
arruge d. ether this deſerves mention; 
dat he i capricious, as to take it for an equal 
* kiffing or licking hi . 
hath occafioned a thouſand quarrels : | 
body was ever fo great a ſufferer for faults, which he 


he ſtands aways covered, even in the pr the 
ing; in moſt other points a perfect (4) idolater, al- 
he endeavours to conceal it ; for he i 


is known to 
whom he worſhips in an bumble pofture, prone on bis face, 
and tri pt flark naked : and fo leaves his offerings 1225 
tim, which the (5) prieſts of thoſe goddeſſes are care- 


| ful enough to remove upon certain ſeaſons with the 


utmoſt privacy at mid. bt, and from thence main 


tain themſelves and families. In all urgent neceſſities 


| and preſſures he applies himſelf to theſe deities, and 


ſometimes even in the freets and high-ways, from an 
opinion that thoſe powers have an influence in all pla- 


ces, although their peculiar reſidence be in caverns 


under ground. Upon theſe occaſions the faireſt ladies 


will not refuſe to lend their hands to aſſiſt him: for, 
although they are aſhame to have him 
| company, or even fo much as to hear him named ; yet 


feen in their 


it is well known, that he is one of their conflant 
In politics, he always ſubmits to what is 
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may properly 
de Vora- 


— 
with 


he 


bed in the family, 


have been entirely indebted to him for their prefer- 


He hath diſcovered from his own experience the 


true point, wherein all human actions, projects, and 


—— A 


It behoves the public to keep him quiet; for his fre- 
quent murmurs are a certain ſign of inteſtine tumults. 
No philoſopher ever lamented more the luxury, for 
which theſe nations are ſo juſtly taxed ; it hath been 
known to coft him (5) xv» of had: for in his own 
nature he is far from being profuſe ; though indeed he 
never ſtays a night at a gentl 
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362 NOTES 
| Lorgotten as conceived. For this reaſon the þ molly 
For thelike reaſon (this bei \ 
couched under Sr — Ds OS 
diſcovery the 


linen, 
SET — 


Prieffs. Gold -finders, who perform their office in the nig 
42 but our author further ſeems to have an eye to bots * 
the heathen priefts ſtealing the offerings in the night; of which ſee 
more in the ſtory of Bell and the Dragon. 


(6) Wrinkle.) This refers to a proverb—you have one wrinkle in 


. more than you bad before. 
7 14241 Hemorrhoids, according to the phyficians, are 
a of | 


; (4) Molarer.)] Alludes to the facrifices offered by the Romans to 
the Cloacina. 


(8) Up.] Their taiks being generally obſerved to — 
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ſe, full of — flock without 

— bis - _—_ 

He which 


on a Chair 
r * 

es inſtead of entering into 

| TH fond ike © veterr en. 


Nil e 

He bids a lady's maid put her fin S 
clear liquor like water, upon which | 
her hands are immediately whdered "like an old 
woman of fourſcore, ker belly ſwells as if ſhe were 
within a week of her time, and her legs are as thick 


— ane to vice frngy rocies- | 
penny nails up to the head in a porter's backſice, and | 
then places the ſaid porter on a chair, which 
draws out every nail, and the porter feels no pain. 
"2 He likewiſe draws the teeth of half a dozen gentle- 
men, mixes, es, and jumbles them in a hat, gives any 
perſon leave to blindfold him, and returns each their 
own, and fixes them as well as ever. | | 
Wu his fore-finger and thumb he thruſts ſeveral 
ns and ladies eyes out of their heads witheut 
_ the leaſt pain, at which time they ſee an unſpeakable 
number of beautiful colours; and after they are en- 
tertained to the full, he places them again in their 


ſockets, without damage to the fight. | 

e 3 i 
lead, and by a _ ht of liquor, of which 
he takes imſelf, he es the faid lead paſs 
through t 10 elf, he mn: * all the ſpectators 


without any damage ; after wich i is produced in 2 | 
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LORD HIGH TREASURER. 369 
leſt your Lordſhip ſhould think my cenſure too ſevere, 
_—_—_— — _ A 

I believe your ſhip will agree with me in th 
reaſon, why our language is leſs refined than thoſe of 
Italy, Spain, or France. It is plain, that the Latin 
tongue in its purity was never in this iſland, towards 
the conqueſt of which few or no attempts were made 
till the time of Claudius ; neither was that language 


EF ever ſo vulgar in Britain, as it is known to have been 


in Gaul and Spain. Further, we find that the Ro- 


|. _ legions here, were at length all recalled to help 


their country againſt the Goths, and other harbarous 
invaders. Mean time the Britains, left to ſhift for 
themſelves, and daily harraſſed by cruel inroads from 
the Pits, were forced to call in the Saxons for their 
defence; who confequently reduced the greateſt part 
of the iſland to their own power, drove the Britains 
into the moſt remote and mountainous parts, and the 

reſt of the country in cuſtoms, religion, and language, 
became wholly Saxon. This I take to be the reaſon, 


why there are more Latin words remaining in the Bri- 
; tiſh tongue than in the old Saxon, which, excepting 
ſome few variations in the orthography, is the fame 


in moſt original words with our preſent Engliſh, as 
well as with the German and other Northern dialects: 

Edward the conſeſſor, having lived long in France, 
4 to be the firſt who introduced any mixture of 

e French tongue with the Saxon; the court affect- 
ing what the prince was fond of, and others taking it 
up for a faſhion, as it is now with us. William che 
conqueror proceeded much further: bringing over with 
him vaſt numbers of that nation, ſcattering them in 
monaſtery, giving them great quantities of land, 

g all 44 9 to be in that language, and 


This at leaſt is the opinion generally received: but 
Lordſhip hath fully convinced me, that the 
rench tongue made yet a greater progreſs here un- 
der Harry 7 who had large territories on that 
continent both from his father and his wife, made 
frequent journeys and expeditions thither, and was 
always attended with a number of his co 


retainers. 
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ſince the time of Spencer; although we have ſtill re- 
tained not a few, which have been long antiquated 


in France. I could produce ſeveral inſtances of both 


Finds, if it were of any uſe or entertainment. 
To examine into the ſeveral circumſtances by which 
the language of a country may be altered, would 


force me to enter into a wide field. I ſhall only ob- 


ſerve, that the Latin, the French, and the Engliſh, 
ſeem to have undergone the fame fortune. The firſt, 
from the days of Romulus to thoſe of Julius Czfar, 
ſuffered perpetual changes: and by what we meet in 
thoſe authors who occafionally ſpeak on that ſubject, 
as well as from certain fragments of old laws, it is 


Tully was as —— in his ns « as the gy 
e fame period are now; ard 


_ congueror (which is but little lefs than ſeven hundred 


years) as the Latin appears to have done in 
term. Whether our language or the French wi 
: cline as faſt as the Roman did, is a queſtion, 


would perhaps admit more debate than it is worth. 
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eſea During 
_ the uſurpation, ſuch an infuſion cmbokabicjrgn 
prevailed in writing, as was not ſhaken f in 


fecting our religion and morals fell to corrupt our lan- 
ge; which iaf was not like to be much 1 
by ſe, who at that time made 

King Charles the ſecond ; either fuch, who had fol- 
lowed him in his baniſhment, or who had been alto- 
gether converſant in the dialect of thoſe fanatic times; 
cr young men, who had been educated in the fame 
country; ſo that the court, which uſed to be the 


of propriety and correctneſs of ſpeech, was 
' then, and TI think, hath ever ſince continued the worſt 


ſchool in England for that accompliſhment ; and fo 
will remain, till better care be taken in the education 
of our young nobility, that they may ſet out into the 
world with tome foundation of literature, in order to 
qualify them for patterns of politeneſs. The conſe- 


22 ect upon our language may appear 
en- 


the plays, and other compoſitions written for 
tertainment within fifty 8 filled with a ſuc- 
cc ſſion of affected phraſes, new conceited words, 


up the Court of 
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gud ox potting BI of the 
"became an addition to our language ; 


Rains 


1 


. UA — 4 
N TIL. verſes; and this 
tly done fo very injudiciouſly, as to 
n fuch harſh unbarmonious ſounds, that none but 
a northern ear could endure : they have joined the 


| moſt obdurate conſonants without one intervening 


vowel, only to ſhorten a ſyllable: and their taſte in 
time became ſo depraved, that what was at firſt a po- 
etical licence not to be juſtified, they made their 
choice, alledging, that the words pronounced at 


length ſounded faint and languid. is was a pre- 


tence to tuke up the ſame cuſtom in proſe: ſo that 
moſt of the books we ſee now-a-days, are full of thoſe 
manglings and abbreviations. Inſtances of this abuſe 
2 innumerable: what — asf roy ee 
words, drudg'd, difturb' and a 
thouſand others every where to be met wich ie 
as well as verſe ? Where by leaving out a vowel, - 
ave a fyllable, we form f jarring « found, , and fo 
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difficult to utter, that I have often wondered how it 
former) which hath contributed not a little to the 


- 9 


iming of our language, is a fooliſh , advan- 
T. en 


we ſpeak ; which, beſide the obvious inconveni 
— ON q 10 
„r. 


worſe extreme, and think all polit 


reading the daily traſh ſent down to them from hence: 


this they call knowing the world and reading men and 


reckon all their errcrs for ac ts, borrow 
the neweſt ſett of phraſes; and if they take a 
into their hands, all the odd words they have pi 


up in a coffee-houſe, or a gaming ordinary, are produ- 
. as flowers of ſtyle; KS the crthography refined 
to the utmcſt. To this we owe thoſe monſtrous pro- 
ductions, which under the name of trips, ſpies, amuſe- 
ments, and other conceited lations, have over- 
run us for ſome years paſt. To this we owe that 
ſtrange race of wits, who tell us, they write to the 
humour of the age. And I wiſh I could fay, theſe 
qua int fopperies were wholly abſent from graver ſub- 


jets. In ſhort, I would undertake to your 
Loreſhip ſeveral pieccs, where the beauties of — 


manners. Thus furniſhed they come up to town, 
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„which would e 
th, which out i oc 
fraid, my Lord, that with all the real 
of our country we are natu — — — 

diſpcſition to ſhorten our words, 
trenching the vowels, is nothing elſe but a 
to lapſe into te derkecky of that Neordens caching, 
from whom we are deſcended, and whoſe lan- 


as well as the Germans and 
the Dutch, attain to with eaſe, becauſe our 


bles reſemble theirs in the rou neſs and frequency | 
gh with an ill cli- 
fruits, are at 
ce of walls to receive and reverberate 
inſt the Northern 


the N of warmer countries who have no 


with reſpect to the ter arts among us; and 
defect of heat Pick ies a fierceneſs to 
our natures, may contribute to that roughneſs of our 
language, which bears ſome analogy to the harſh 
fruit of colder countries. Lag by ict of our that 
we want a genius more than the our 

bours : but your Lordſhip will be of my _ 
we ought to ſtruggle with theſe — di advantages 
as much as we can, and be careful whom we employ, 
whenever we deſign to correct them, which is a work 
that has hitherto been aſſumed by the leaſt 
hands. So that if the choice had been left to me, 
[ would rather have truſted the refinement of our lan- 


4 guage, as far as it relates to ſound, 9 
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ſpeech. 1 e 
were not for the Bible and Common Prayer Book in 
the vulgar tongue, we ſhould hardly be able to un- 


| ing, that was written _— 


the altera- - 
to the beau- 
ty or ſtrength of the Engliſh tongue, though 


| have taken off a great deal from that Smplicity, which 


is one of the greateſt perfections in any language. 
Tou, my Lord, who are fo converſant in the facred 


writings, and fo great a judge of them in their ori- 


ginals, will agree, that no tranſlation our try ever 

| yer produced, hath come up to that of the Old and 

ew Teſtament: and by the many beautiful 

ſages, which I have often had the honour to 
your Lordſhip cite from thence, I am perſuaded, that 

the tranſlators of the bible were maſters of an Eng- 
liſh ſtyle much fitter for that work, than any we fe 

; | in 
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> and .compaſs of our 


„agrees entirely with me in moſt 


3 


in the main points. | | 
Your Lordſhip muſt allow, that ſuch a work as this, 
brought to perfection, would very much contribute to 


| the glory of her Majeſty's reign ; which ought to be 


recorded in words more durable than braſs, and ſuch 
as our poſterity may read a thouſand years hence with 


| pleaſure as well as admiration. 1 ome ed 
e 


that falſe compliment to princes, that laſting 
monument 24 the hearts of their fub- 
jets. It is indeed their greateſt preſent felicity to 
reign in their ſubje&ts hearts; but theſe are too 
2 to preſerve their memories, which can only 
done by the 
And I take it to be your Lordfſhip's duty, as prime 
miniſter, to give order for inſpecting our lan 
and rendering it fit to record the hiſtory of — 
good a princeſs. Beſides, my Lord, as difinte- 
reſted as you appear to the world, I am convinced, 
that no man is more in the er of a ing fa- 
vourite paſſion than yourſelf; I mean that defire of 
true and laſting honour, which you have borne 

with you through every ſtage of your life. To this _ 
you have often facrificed your intereſt, your eaſe, and 
health : for preſerving and encreafing this you 


pens of able and faithful hiſtorians. 
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antiquated, he > ON 
relator of facts; and perhaps confulted in his 
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adorned, or in lower ion. Neither can you ac- 
quit elf of theſe obligations, without letti 
arts in their turn ſhare your influence and 
beſides, who knows but ſome true genius may 

to ariſe under your miniſtry, exortus ut 


E a 
. 4 
and obloquy 


ing, which never entered into ary imagination be- 
fore; every ſtroke of whoſe pen is worth all the pa- 
per blotted by hundreds of others in the daſs of 
their lives. I kzow, my Lord, your friends will offer 
in your defence, that in your private capacity ycu 
never refuſed your purſe and credit to the fervice and 
ſupport of learned or ingenious men: and that ever 
| fince you have been in public employment, you have 
conſtantly beſtowed your favours to the moſt deſerving 

perſons. But I defire your Lorcſhip not to be deceiv- 
ed: we never will admit of theſe excuſes, nor will 
allow your pr. vate liberality, as great as it is, to atone 
for your exceſſive public tkrift. But here again I am 
afraid moſt good fubjects will interpoſe in your de- 
fence, by alledging the deſperate condition you found 
| nation in, and the neceſſity there was for fo able 

and faithful a fteward to retrieve it, if poſſible, by 

the utmoſt frugality. We grant all this, my Lord; 
but then it ought likewiſe to be confidered, that you 
have already ſaved ſeveral millions to the public, and 
that what we aſk is too inconſiderable to break into 
any rules of the ſtricteſt good huſbandry. 
King beſtows about halt a dozen 


men in ſeveral parts of Europe, and perhaps a dozen 


in his own kingdom; which in the whole do proba- 


bly not amount to half the income of many a private 


commoner in England, yet have more contributed to 


——_ prince, than any million he hath 
iſe employed. For learning, like _ OP 
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and never thinks it hath 


is —_— . 
The vour given by a great prince, 
2 mark of eſteem, to reward the endowments of 
the mind, never fails to be returned with praiſe and 
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ny; pes by gpone. ans, that politics 
were nothing but n which, as it was 

only true thin Gay on | i i& was the aol 
3 ve w I ſhould not believe. 
| God hath given the bulk of mankind a capacity to 
. underſtand reaſon when it is fairly offered; and 
| reaſon they would eafily be governed, if it were 
CE 
moſt in govern- 
d by ment found by the event, that they had — 
- able — their own quiet, or the eaſe and happineſs of their 
it the people ; nor hath remembered them with ho- 


» „ * xe a; 4 * e 


» any : fuch as Lyfander and Philip among the Greeks, 
» a | Tiberius in Rome, pope Alexander the fixth and his 
\ been fon Czfar Borgi , queen Catharine de Medicis, Phi- 


lip the ſecond of Spain, with many others. Nor are 
examples leſs frequent of miniſters, famed for men of 
deep intrigue, whoſe politics have produced little 
more than murmurings, factions, and diſcontents, 
which uſually terminated in the diſgrace and ruin of 
the authors. 
— fuck = bs Gon 22 
: ts men may t 31 
a ſtate where e. 
Lobes: firſt, in the negociation of a peace; 
in adjuſting the intereſts of our own coun- 
ab of the actions read us, watching the 
motions of our neighbours and allies, and pre- 
a due balance among them: laſtly, in the | 
rr In the | 
feſt 0 — | hove — i& cdfiorad, thas | 
2 ſenſe and a firm adherence to the point, | 
e proved more eſfectual than all thoſe arts, which 


Tremember a 2 foreign miniſter uſed in contempt | 
to call the ſpirit 


In the ſecond cafe li 
much L Ex. and 42 knowledge in 2 | 
both foreign and domeſtic are certainly required: | 
ter which I know m—_ OT. | 
and ſkill in the common forms of buſineſs. In the laſt | 
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It is true indeed, that even thoſe who are very near 
the court, and are to have a large ſhare in 
the management of apt to deduct 
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I could produce innumerable inſtances, from my own 
| memory and obſervation, of events imputed to the 


E Freie irrer refer 


. profound ſkill and addreſs of a miniſter, which in re- 


ality were either the mere effects of negligence, weak- 
neſs, humour, paſſion, or pride, or at beſt, but the 
natural courſe of things left to themſelves. 
During this very ſeſſion of parliament a moſt ingeni- 
ous gentleman, who hath much credit with thoſe in 
power, would reeds have it, that in the late difſerſi- 
ons at court, which grew too high to be any longer a 
ſecret, the whole matter was carried with the utmoſt 
dexterity on one fade, and with manifeſt ill conduct on 
the other. To prove this, he made ufe of the moſt 
plauſible topics, drawn from the nature and diſpoſiti- 
ons of the ſeveral perſons concerned, as well as of her 
majeſty ; all which he knows as much of as anv man: 
and gave me a detail of the whole with ſuch an ap- 
pearance of probability, as, committed to writing, 
would pals for an admirable piece of fecret hiſtory. 
et I am at ine fame time convinced by the ſtrongeſt 
_ reaſons, that the iſſue of thoſe diſſenſions, as to the 
part they had in the court and houſe of lords, was 
partly owing to very different cauſes, and partly to 
the ſituation of affairs, from whence in that conjunc- 


ture they could not eaſily terminate otherwiſe than 


they did, whatever unhappy conſequences they may 
have for the future. 5 
In like manner I have heard a phyſician pronounce 
with great gravity, that he had cured ſo many pa- 
tients of malignant fevers, and as many more of the 
ſmal!-pox ; whereas in truth nine parts in ten of thofe 
who recovered, owed their lives to the ſtrength of 
nature and a good conſtitution, while ſuch a one hap- 
pened to be their doctor. 1 . 
But, while it is fo difficult to learn the ſprings and 


motives of ſore facts, and ſo eafy to forget the cir- 


cumſtances o others, it is no wonder they ſhonld be 


5 ſo grofly miſrepreſented to the public by curious in- 


quiſitive heads, who proceed altogether upon con;ec- 


14 tures, and in reaſoning upon affairs of flate are ſure 
do be miſtaken by ſearching too deep. And as I have 


known this to be the frequent error of many otters, 


BF Pp 


388 SOME FREE THOUGHTS UPON 
ſol am fure it hath been perpetually mine, whenever 
I have attempted to diſcover the cauſes of political 
events by refinement and conjecture; which I muſt 
acknowledge hath very much abated my veneration 
for what they call arcana imperii ; whereof I dare pro- 
ncunce, that the fewer there are in any adminiſtrati- 
or, it is juſt ſo much the better. 1 
What I have hitherto faid, hath by no means been 
intended to detract from the qualities requiſite in thoſe, 
who are truſted with the adminiſtration of public af- 
fairs; on the contrary, I know no ſtation of life, where 
great abilities and virtues of all kirds are fo highly 
neceſſary, and where the want of any thing is ſo 
quickly cr univerfally felt. A great miniſter hath ro 
virtue for which the public may not be the better, nor 
any defect by which the public is not certainly a fuf- 
ferer. I have known more than once or twice within 
four years pait, an om iſſion, in appearance very fall, 
prove almoſt fatal to a whole ſcheme, ard very hardly 
retrieved. It is not always ſufficient fer the perſon at 
the belm, that ke is intrepid in his nature, tree from 
any tincture cf avarice er corruption, and that he hath 
great natural and acquired abilities. „ 
I never thought the reputation of much ſecrecy was 
a character of any advantage to a miniſter, becauſe it 
E all other men upon their guard to be as ſecret as 
e, and was conſequently the occaſion that perſons 
and things were always miſreprefented to him: be- 
cauſe likewiſe too great an affectation of ſecrecy is uſu- 
ally thought to be attended with thoſe little intrigues 
and refinements, which among the vulgar denominate 
a man a great politician; but among others is apt, 
whether defervedly cr no, to acquire the opinion of 
cunning ; a talent, which differs as much from the 
true knowledge cf government, as that of an attorney 
from an able lawyer. Neither indeed am I altoge- 
ther convinced, that this habit cf multiplying fecrets 
may not be carried on fo far as to ſtop that commu- 
nication, which is neceffary in ſeme degree among 
all who have any conſiderable part in the management 
of public affairs: becauſe I have obſerved the incen- 
venienctes ariſing from a want of love between * 
who 
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who were to give directions, to have been of as ill 


conſequence, as any that could happen from the diſ- 
covery of ſecrets. I ſuppoſe, when a building :s to 
be erected, the model may be the contrivaice only of 
one head; ard it is fuffictent that the under-work- 

men be ordered to cut ſtones into certain ſhapes, and 
lace them in certain poſitions : but the ſeveral maſ- 
ter-builders niuſt have ſome general knowledge of the 
deſign, withcut which they can give no orders at all. 
And, indeed, I do aot know a greater mark of an able 
miniſter, than that of rightly adapting the feveral fa- 
culties of men; nor is any thing more to be lamented 
than the impracticableneſs of doing this in any great 

degree under our preſent circumſtances, white fo ma- 


ny thut themſelves cut by adhering to a faction, and 


while the court is euſla ved to the impatience of others, 
who deſire to fell their vote, cr their intereſt, as dear 
as they can. But whether this hath not been ſub- 
mitted to more than was neceffary, whether it hath 
rot been dar gercus in the example, and pernicious in 
the practice, I will leave to the enquiry of thoſe who 
can better determine. 

It may be matter of no little admiration to conſider 
in ſome lights the ſtate of affairs among us for four 
years paſt. The queen finding herſelf and the majo- 
rity of her kingdom grown weary of the avarice and 
v Fate the miſtaken politics, and deſtructive prin- 
ciples of her former minitters ; calis to the ſervice of 
the public another ſet of men, who by confeſſion of 
their enemies had equal abilities at leaſt with their 
predeceſſors; whoſe intereſt made it neceſſary for 
them (although their inclinations had been otherwiſe) 
to act upon thoſe maxims which were mc agreeable 
to the conſtitution in church and ſtate ; whoſe birth 
and patrimonies gave them weight in the nation; and 


who (I ſpeak of thofe who were to have the chief part 


in affairs) had long lived under the ſtricteſt bonds cf 
trendſhip : with all thefe advantages ſupported by a 


e vaſt majority of the landed intereſt, and the inferior 
7 clergy almoſt to a man, we have ſeveral times ſeen 
the preſent adminiſtration in the greateſt diftreſs, and 


very near the brink of ruin, together with the cauſe 
R 2 of 
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of the church and monarchy committed ro their 
charge ; neither doth it appear to me at the minute ] 
am now writing, that their power or duration are up- 
on tolerable foot of ſecurity: which I do not fo much 
impute to the addreſs and induſtry of their enemies, 
as to ſome failures among themfelves, which I think 
| os been full as viſible in their cauſes as their ef. 
Nothing hath given me greater indignation than to 
behold a miniſtry, who came with the advantages ] 
have repreſented, acting ever fince upon the defenſive 
in the houſe of lords with a majority on their fide, 
and inſtead of calling others to account, as it was rea- 
ſonably expected. wiſperding their time and lefing 
many opportunities of doing good, becauſe a ſtrug- 
gling faction kept them continually in play. This 
courage among the adverſaries of the court was in- 
fpired into them by varicus incidents, for every one 
of which I think the minifers, or, (if that was the 
cafe) the mini/ter alone is to anſwer. i 

For, firft, that race of politicians, who in the cant 
phraſe are called the avhin:ficals *, was never fo nu- 
merous, or at icaft fo active, as it hath been fince the 
great charge at court; many of thoſe, who pretended 
wholly to be in with the principles upon which her 
majeſty and her new ſervants proceeded, either ab- 
f-yting themſelves with the utmeſt indifference, in 
thoſe conjur ctures whereon the whole caute depend- 
ed, er ſiding directly with the enemy 

J very well remember, when this miniſtry was not 
above a year cle, there was a little murmering among 
ſuch as are called the k:zher Tories or Churchmer, 
that Guicker progreſs was not made in removing thoſe 
af the diſcontented party out of employments. I re- 
member likewiſe, the reaſonings upon this matter 
were Various, even among many who were allowed 


* Whimficals were Tories who bad been eager for the conclufion 
of the peace till the treaties were perfected, then they could come 
to no direct approbation. In the clamour raiſed about the danger 
the ſucceſſion they joined the Whigs, and declared directly again | 
their party, and affected in moſt other points a moſt glorious neu 
trality. Sce Bolingbroke's letter to Wyndham, p. 48, 49. 


nor ſafe wholly to extinguiſh all —_ from the 
other ſide ; becauſe in the nature of things it was ab- 
folutely neceſſary that there ſhould be parties in an 
Engliſh parliament ; and a faction already odi 
the people might be ſuffered to continue with leſs 
danger, than any new one that could ariſe. To con- 
\ firm this it was ſaid, that the majority in the houſe of 
Commons was too great on the fide of the High- 
church, and began to form themſelves into a body 
(by the name of 
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| to know a good deal of the inſide of the court; ſome 


ſuppoſed the Queen was at firſt prevailed on to make 
that great change with no other view, than that of 
acting for the future upon a .moderating ſcheme in order 


to reconcile both parties ; and I believe there might 
bly have been ſome grounds for his ſuppoſition. 


ers conceived the employments were left undiſpoſ- 


ed of, in order to keep alive the hopes of many more 


impatient candidates than ever could be gratified. 


This hath fince been looked on as a very high ſtrain 


of politics,. and to have ſucceeded accordingly ; be- 


cauſe it is the opinion of many, that the numerous 


pretenders to places would never have been kept in 


order, if. all expectation had been cut off. Others 


were yet more reſined; and thought it neither wiſe 


the October- club) in order to put 
the miniſtry under ſubjection. Laſtly, the danger of 
introducing too great a number of unexperienced men 


at once into office, was urged as an irrefragable rea- 


ſon for making changes by flow degrees. To dit- 
card an able cfficer from an employment, or part of 
a commiſſion, where the revenue or trade were cor- 
cerned, for no other reaſon but differing in ſome pꝛin- 


ciples of government, might be of terrible confe- 


quence. . 


However, it is certain, that rone of theſe excuſes 


were able to paſs among men, who argued only from 
the principles of general reaſon. For firſt they locked 
upon all ſchemes of comprehenſion to be as viſionary 
and impe ſſible in the ſtate, as in the church. Second- 
ly, while the ſpirit raiſed by the trial of Dr. Sacheve- 


rell continued in motion, men were not fo keen upon 


coming in themſe! ves, as to ſee their enemies out, and 
| | deprive 


odious to 


— — 
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r it is 
urged further, that this general ambition of hunt- 
ing after places * chiefly from ſeeing them ſo 
long poſed of, 

„ by promiſes to all, who were thought ca- 
pable of doing either good or hurt. Thirdly, the 


fear of creating another party in caſe the preſent fac- 


tion were wholly ſubdued, was, in the opinion of plain 
men, and in regard to the fituation of our affairs, too 


great a ſacrifice of the nation's ſafety to the genius 


of politics ; confidering how much was to be done, 


and how little time might probably be allowed. Be- 


ſides, the diviſion of a houſe of Commons into court 
and country parties,; which was the evil they ſeemed 


to apprehend, could never be dangerous to a good 
miniſtry, who had the true intereſt and conftitution of 


their country at heart; as for the apprehenſion of too 


great a majority in the houſe of Commons, it appear- | 


ed to be fo vain, that upon ſome points of impor- 


tance the court was hardly able to procure one. And 


the Oftober-club, which appeared fo formidable 
at firſt to ſome politicians, proved in the ſequel 
de the chief ſupport of thoſe who ſuſpected them. 
It was likewiſe very well known that the great- 
eſt part of thoſe men, whom the former miniſtry left 
in poſſeſſion of employments, were loudly charged with 
| infuſficiency and corruption, over and above their ob- 
noxious tenets in religion and government ; fo that it 
would have been a matter of ſome difficulty to make 
a worſe choice: beſides, that plea for keeping men 


of factious principles in employment upon the ſcore of | 


their abilities, was thought to be extended a little 


too far, and conſtrued to take in all employments what- 


ſoever, although many of them required no more abi- 
lities than would ſerve to qualify a gentleman- uſher 
at court: fo that this laſt excuſe for the very flow 
ſteps made in difarming the adverſaries of the 


crown, was allowed indeed to have more plauſibili- 


ty, but lefs truth, than any of the former. 
do not here pretend to condemn the counſels or 
sctiors of the prefent miniſtry : their fafety and in- 
tereſt are viſibly ur ited with thoſe of the public, they 
* 555 


and from too general an encou- 
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are perſons of unqueſtionable abilities, altogether un- 
of avarice or corruption, and have the ad- 


rantage to be further recommended by the dread and 


hatred of the oppoſite ſation. However, it is mani- 


feſt that the zeal of their friends hath been cooling 


towards them for above two years paſt; they have 
been frequently deſerted or Giitr:f:d upon the moſt 


preſſing occaſions, and very near giving up in deſpair : 


their characters have been often treated with the ut- 


moſt barbarity and injuſtice in both houſes by ſcurril- 


ous and enraged orators ; while their neareſt friends, 


and even thote who muſt have a thare in their diſ- 


grace, never offered a word in their vindication. 

When I examine with myſelf what occaſions the 
miniſtry may have given for this coldnefs, i y 
and diſcontent among their friends, I at the fame tune 
recollect the various conjectures, reaſonings and ſuſpi- 
cions, which have run fo freely for three years paſt, 
concerning the deſigns of the court: I do not only 
mean ſuch conjectures, as are born in a coffee-houſe, 


er invented by the malice of a pou ; but alfo the 
concluſions (however miſtaken) © wife 


and good men, 
whole quality and ſtation fitted them to underſtand the 
reaſon of public proceedings, and in whoſe power it 
lay to recommend or diſgrace an adminiſtration to the 
people. I muſt therefore take the boldneſs to affert, 


that all theſe diſcontents, how ruinous ſoe ver they may 


prove in the conſequences, have moſt unneceſſarily 
ariſen from the want of a due communication and con- 
cert. Every man muſt have a light ſufficient for the 
length of the way he is appointed to go: there is a 
degree of confidence due to all ſtaticns; and a petty 
conitable will neither aQ chearfully or wiſely without 


that ſhare of it which preperly belongs to him: al- 


though the main ſpring in a watch be out of fight, 
there is an intermediate communication between it 


and the ſmalleſt whee!, cr elſe no uſeful metion could 


be perſormed. This referved myſterious way of act- 
ing upon points, where there appeared notzthe leaſt oc- 
cation for ir, and towards fperſone, who at leaſt, 
in right of their p:ſt-, expected à mare cpen treat- 
ment, Was impuſcd to tone hidden dein, which 

ever: 


every man conjectured to be the very thing he was 
moſt afraid of. Thoſe who profeſſed the height of 
what is called the church principle, ſuſpected, that 
a comprehenſion was intended, wherein the mode- 
rate men on beth fides might be equally employed. 
Others went farther, and dreaded ſuch a comprehen- 
fion, as directly tended to bring the old expleded prin- 
5 ard perions once more into play. Again, ſome 
aflected ro be uneaſy about the ſucceſſion, and ſeemed 
to think there was a view of introducing that per- 
fon, whatever he is, who pretends to claim the crown 
by inheritance. Others, eſpecially of late, ſurmiſed 
on the contrary, that the demands of the houſe of 
Harover were inCuftrioufly fomented by ſome in pow- 
er, without the privity of the or ——. Now, al- 
theugh theſe accuſations were too in con ſiſtent tobe all 
of them true, yet they were malicicufly ſuffered to 
paſs, and thereby took off much of that popularity, 
which thoſe at the helm ſtood in need of to ſupport 
them under the difficulties of a long perplexing nego- 
ciation, a daily additionof public debts and an — 
Zut the effects rr gnenes- 
ing did not end here: fer, the late diſſen be- 
tween the great men at court (which have been, for 
ſome time paſt the public entertainment of every 
coffee-hcuſe) are ſaid to have ariſen from the fame 
fountain ; while on one fide very great reſerve, and 
certa inly very great reſentment on the other “, if we 
may believe general report (ſer I pretend to knew no 
farther) have evflamed animoſities to ſuch a height, 
as to make all reconcilement imrracticable. Sup 
this to be true, it may ſerve for a great leſſon of humi- 
hation to mankind to behold the habits and paſſions 
of men otherwiſe highly accompliſhed, triumphing over 
intereſt, friendihip, honour, and their own perſonal 
ſafety, as well as that of their country, and proba- 
bly cf a nicſt gracious princeſs who hath entruſted 
it to them. A ſhip's crew quarrelling in a ſtorm, 
or white their enemies are within gun-thot, is =_ a 
1 faint 


klerd Onford's reſerve was the cauſe of Bolingbroke's relent- 
vent. Hate. | | 


It may ſeem very 
point out to thoſe, who ſit at the helm, what courſe 
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faint idea of this fatal infatuation : of which, although 
it be hard to ſay enough, ſome people may think per- 
haps I have already ſaid too much. 

Since this unhappy incident, the deſertion of friends 


and loſs of reputation have been fo great that I do 


not ſee how the miniſters could have continued many 
weeks in their ſtations, if their oppoſers of all kinds had 
agreed about the methods by which they ſhould be 
ruined : and their prefervation hitherto feems to re- 
ſemble his, who had two poiſons given him together 


of contrary operations. | 
inent in one of my level to 


they ought to ſteer. I know enough of courts to be 


ſenſible, how mean an opinion great miniſters have of 
moſt men's underſtanding ; to a degree, that in any 


other ſcience would be called the groſſeſt pedantry. 
However, unleſs I offer my ſentiments in this point, 
all I have hitherto ſaid, will be to no purpoſe. . 
The general wiſhes and deſires of a people are per- 
haps more obvious to other men, than to miniſters ot 


| ſtate. There are two points of the higheſt importance, 
herein a very great majority of the kingdom appear 


perfectly hearty and unanimous. Firſt, that the church 
of England ſhould be preſerved entire in all her rights, 
powers and privileges; all doctrines relating to go- 
rernment diſcouraged, which the condemas ; all 


ſchiſms, ſects and hereſies diſcountenanced and kept 


under due ſubjection, as far as conſiſts with the lenity 
of our conſtitution; ber open enemies (among whom | 


include at leaſt diſſenters of all denominations] not 


truſted with the ſmalleſt degree of civil or military 
wer; and her ſecret adverſaries under the names of 


Whigs, Low- church, Republicans, Moderation-men 


and the like, receive no marks of favour from the 
crown, but what they ſhould deſerve by a ſincere re- 


formation. 


Had this point been ſteadily purſued in all its parts, 


for three years paſt, and aſſerted as ihe avowed reſo- 


lution of the ccurt, there muſt probably have been an 


end of faction, which hath been able ever fince with 


ſo much vigour to diſturb and infult the acminiſtration. 
£ 3% I EN 
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I know very well, that ſome refiners pretend to argue 


for the uſefulneſs of parties in ſuch a government as 


ours: I have ſaid ſomething of this already, and have 


heard a great many idle wife topics upon the ſubject. 
But ſhall not argue that matter at preſent : I ſup- 
ſe, if a man thinks it neceſſary to play with a ſerpent, 


be will chuſe one of a kind that is leaſt miſchievous ; 


_ otherwiſe, although it appears to be cruſhed, it may 
have life enough to ſting him to death. So, I think it 
is not ſafe tampering with the preſent faction, at leaſt 
in this juncture; „ becaute their principles and 


practices have been already very dangerous to the con- 


ſtitution in church and ſtate: ſecondly, becauſe they 
are highly irritated with the loſs of their power, full of 
venom and vengeance, and prepared to execute every 
thing that rage or malice can ſuggeſt: but principallv, 
becauſe they have prevailed by miſrepreſentations and 
other artifices to make the ſucceſſor look upon them 


as the only perſons he can truſt : upon which account 


they cannot be too ſoon, or too much diſabled : neither 


will England ever be fafe from the attempts of this 


wicked confederacy, until their ſtrength and intereſt 


ſhall be fo far reduced, that for the future it ſhall 
not be in the power of the crown, although in cor- 
ſurction with any rich and factious body of men, to 


chuſe an ill majority in the houſe of Commons. 


One ſtep very neceſſary to this great work will be 


to regulate the army, and chiefly thoſe troops which 
in their turns have the care of her Majeſty's perſon ; 


who are meſt of them fitter to guard a prince under 


an h:gh court of juſtice, than ſeated on the throne. The 
cular hard of providence hath hitherto preſerved 


Ma jeſty, encompaſſed, whether ſleeping or travel- 


ling, by her enemies : but fince religion teacheth us, 
that providence ought not to be tempted, it is ill- 
venturing to truſt that precious life any longer to thoſe, 


who by their public behaviour and diſcourſe diſcover | 


_ their impatience to fee it at an end; that they may 
have liberty to be the inſtruments of glutting at once 
the revenge of their patrons and their own. It ſhould 
be well remembered, what a ſatisfaction theſe gentle- 
men (after the example of their betters) were lo fan- 

guine 
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ine toexpreſs on the Queen's laſt illneſs at Windſor, 


and what threatenings theyuſed of refuſing to obey their 


general, in caſe that illneſs had proved fatal. Nor do | 
think it a want of charity to ſuſpect that in ſuch an 


evil day an enraged ſaction would be highly pleaſed 
with the power of the ſword, and with great conni- 


rance leave it fo long unſheathed, until they were got 
rid of their moſt ſormidable adverſaries. In the mean 


time it muſt be a very melancholy proſpect, that when- 
e ier it ſhall pleaſe God to viſit us with this calamity, 
thoſe, who are paid to be defenders of the civil pow- 
er, will ftand ready for any acts of violence, that a 

| Junta compoſed of the greateſt enemies to the conſti- 


tution ſhall think fit to enjoin them. | 

The other point of great importance is the ſecurity 
of the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover: 
not from any partiality to that illuſtrious houſe, fur- 
ther than as it hath had the honour to mingle with 


the blood royal of England, and is the neareſt branch 


of our regal line refcrmed from popery. This point 


hath one advantage over the former, that both par- 
ties profeſs to deſire the ſame bleſſing for poſterity, 


but differ about the means of ſecuring it. From 
whence it hath come to paſs, that the proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion, in appearance the defire of the whole nation, 
hath proved the greateſt topic of flander, jealouſy, 


ſuſpicion and diſcontent. 


I have been fo curious to ak feveral acquaintance 
among the oppoſite party, whether they, or their 
leaders, did really ſuſpect there had been ever any 
defign in the miniſtry to weaken the ſucceſſion in fa- 
vour of the preten:{er, or of any other perſon whatſo- 
ever. Some of them ireely anſwered in the negative: 
others were of the fame cpinicn, but added, they did 
not know what might be done in time, and upon far- 
ther provecations:; others again ſeemed to believe 
the aftirmative, but could never produce any plauſible 
grounds ſor their belief. I have likewiſe been aſſured 


by a perſon of fome cos ſequence, that during a very 
near and corſtant familiarity with the great men at 
court for four years paſt, he never could obſerve, 


even in theſe hours of converſation where there is 


uſually 
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uſually leaſt reſtraint, that one word ever paſſed a- 
mong them to ſhew a diſlike to the preſent ſettle- 
ment; although they would fometimes lament, that 
the falſe repretentations of theirs and the kingdoms 
enemies had made ſome impreſſions in. the mind of the 
ſucceſſor. As to my own circle of acquaintance I can 
_ ſafely affirm, that excepting thoſe who are xonjurors 


by profeſſion, I have not met with above two perſons 
who appeared to have any ſcruples concerning the 
preſent limitation of the crown. I therefore think it 


may very impartially be proncunced, that the num- 


| ber of thoſe, who with to ſee the ſon of the abdica- 
ted prince upon the throne, is altogeiher inconſider- 


able. And further, I believe it will be found, that 


there are none who fo much dread any attempt he 


ſhall make ſcr the recovery of his imagined rights, as 


the Roman-Catholics of England; who love their 


ſreedom and properties too well to defire his entrance 


by a French army, and a field of blood; who muſt 


continue upon the fame foot if he changeth his reli- 


gion, and muſt expect to be the firſt and greateſt ſuf- 


| terers if he ſhould happen to fail. 


As to the perſon of this ncminal prince, he lies ur- 


der all manner of diſadvantages: the vulgar imagine 
him to bave been a child impoſed upon the nation by 
the frardulent zeal of his parents and their bigotted 
counſellors; who teck fpecial care, againſt all the 
rules of common policy, to educate bim in their bate- 
ful fuperſtitior, tucked in with his milk and confirmed 
in his man bod, too ſtrong to be row ſhaken by Mr. 
L. efley“; and a cc unterfeit converſion will be too groſs 
to paſs upon the kingdom, after what we Have ſeen 
ard ſuffered from the like practice in his father. He 
is likewife taid to be of weak intellectuals, and an un - 
ſeurd conſtitution: he was treated contemptibly 
erough by the young princes of France, even * 
the war ; is ncw whelly neglected by that ate and 

| ks ven 


©® Leſley was a nenjuring clergy man, who wrote a letter from Bar- 
leduc in Lorrain, the place of the pretender's reſidence, addreſſed to 
a member of parliament in London, in praiſe and on behalf of bis 
prince. The letter was printed, ard publicly handed about in 
London, Hawhke', | 
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driven to live in exile upon a ſmall exhibition: he is 
_ utterly unknown in England, which he left in the 


cradle: his father's friends are moſt of them dead, 


the reſt antiquated or poor. Six and twenty years 
have almoſt paſt fince the revolution, ard the bulk of 


thoſe who are now moſt in action either at court, in 


_ parliament, er public offices, were then boys at ſchool 
or the univerſities, and look upon that great change to 
| have happened during LI of time for which they 


are not accountable. 


he logic of the higheſt tories 
is now, that this was the eftabliſhment they found, 


| as ſoon as they arrived to a capacity of judging ; that 


they had no hand in turning cut the late king, and 


therefore have no crime to anſwer for, if it were any: 


that the inheritance to the crown is fixed in purſuance 
of laws made ever fince their remembrance, by which 
all papiſts are excluded, and they have no other rule 
to go by: that they will no more diſpute king Wil- 
liam the iris title, than king William the fr fs ; 
fince they muſt have recourſe to hiſtory for both: that 
they have been inſtructed in the dectrines of paſſive 
cbedience, non-reſiſtance, and hereditary right, and 
find them all neceffary for preſervir g the preſent eſta- 
bliſhment in church and ſtare and for continuing the 

ſt ce ſſion in the houſe of Harover, and muſt in their 
own opinion renounce all thoſe dectrines by ſetting up 


any other title to the crewn. This, I ſay, ſeems to 


he the political creed of all the high-principled men 
have fer ſome time met with of forty years old and 
under ; Which althcugh I do not pretend to juſtify in 
every part, yet I am ture it ſets the proteſtant ſucceſ- 
fron upon a much firmer foundation, thay all the indi- 


geſted ſchemes of thoſe who profeſs to act upon what 
they call revolution-princifles. 


Neither ſiculd it perhaps be ſoon forgotten, that 
during the greateſt licentioufneſs of the preſs, while 


_ the facred character of the Queen was every day in- 


ſuled in factious papers and ballads, not the leaſt re- 
fledling inſinvation ever appeared againſt the Hanover 


fan ily, whatever cccafion was offered to intemperate 


pers by the raſhn-1s er [nciſcretion of one or two mi- 
nifers from thence. 
From 
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From all theſe confiderations I muſt therefore lay it 
__ down as an inconteſtable truth, that the ſucceſſion to 
thefe kingdoms in the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, is 
as firmly fecured as the nature of the thing can poſſi- 


bly admit; by the oaths of all thoſe who are entruſt- 


ed with any office, by the very principles of thoſe 
who are termed the high-church, by the general incli- 
nations of the e, by the infignificancy of that 
perſon who claims it from inheritance, and the little 
aſſiſtance he can expect either from princes abroad or 
adherents at home. 5 — | 
However, fince the virulent p——_ of the 


and her adminiftration have fo far prevailed by their 1 


emiſfaries at the court of Hanover, and by their prac- 
tices upon one or two ignorant, unmannerly meſſengers 
from thence, as to make the elector defire ſome — 


ſecurity, and ſend over a memorial here to that end: 


the great 4 — is how to give reaſonable ſatisſac- 
bi 


tion to his highneſs, and (what is infinitely of greater 
conſequence) at the ſame time conſult the honour and 
_ ſafety of the queen, whoſe quiet poſſeſſtun is of much 
more conſequence to us of the pretent age, than his 
reverſion. The ſubſtance of his nemerial, if J retain 
it right, is to deſire that ſome one of his family might 


live in England, with ſuch a maintenance as is uſual | 


to thoſe of the royal blood, and that certain titles 
ſhould be conferred upon the reſt according to anti- 
ent cuſtom. The memorial doth not ſpecify which of 


the family ſhould be invited to reſide here; and if it 


had, I believe, however, her majeſty would have 
looked upon it as a circumſtance left to her own 
choice. | 5 

But, as all this is moſt manifeſtly unneceſſary in it- 
ſelf, and only in compliance with the miſtaken doubts 
of a preſumptive heir; ſo the nation would (to ſpeak 
in the language of Mr. Steele) EX EC, that her ma- 
jeſty ſhould be made perfectly eaſy from that fide for 
the future; no more to be alarmed with apprehenſi- 
ons of wifits, or demands of writs, where * the hath 


not 


© Baron Schutz, envoy extraordinary from the elector of Hano- 
ver, demanded a writ for the Electoral prince to fit in the houſe of 
| peers as Duke of Cambridge, and it was expeCted, that bis High- 

neſs would have made a viſit to the court of London. Hanvke/. 
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not thought fit to give any invitation. The nation 
would likewiſe expect, that there ſhould be an end of 
all private commerce between that court and the lead- 
ers of a party here; and, that his electoral highneſs 
ſhould declare himſelf entirely ſatisfied with all her 
majeſty's proceedings, her treaties of peace and com- 
merce, her alliances abroad, her choice of miniſters at 
home, and particularly in her moſt gracious condeſcen- 
fions to his requeſt: that he would upon all proper oc- 
cafions, and in the meſt public manner, diſcover his 


utter diſlike of factious perſons ard principles, but 


eſpecially of that party, which under the pretence or 
ſhelter of his protection hath ſo long diſquieted the 


kingdom: and laſtly, that he would acknowledge the 


goodne ſs of the Queen, and juſtice of the nation, in 


to fully ſecuring the ſucceſſion to his family. 


It is indeed a problem which I could never compre- 
hend, why the court of Hanover, who have all alor 
thought themſelves fo perfectly. ſecure in the affecti- 
ons, the principles and the profeſſions of the laav-church 
party, ſhould not have endeavcured, according to the 


_ uſual politics of princes, to gain over thoſe who were 


tepreſented as their enemics ; fince theſe ſuppoſed 
enemies had made fo many advances, were in poſſeſ- 
fion of all the pewer, had framed the very ſettlement 
to which that illuſtrious ſamily owes its claim; had all 
of them abjured the pretender ; were now employed 
in the great offices of ſtate, and compoſed a majority 
in both houſes of parliament. Not to mention, that 
that queen herſelf, with the bulk of the landed gen- 
try and commoralty throughout the kingdom, were 
of the number. This, one would think, might be a 
ſtrength fvincient not only to obfrud but to beſtow a 
ſucceſſion : and fince the preſumed heir could not but 
be perfectly ſecure of the other party, whoſe greateſt 


avowed grievance was the pretended danger of his 


future rights ; it might therefore tfucely have been 
worth his while to have made at leaſt one ſtep to- 
wards cultivating a fair corefporcence with the power 
in pcffethon. Neither could thoſe, who are called his 
'inends, have blamed him, or with the leaſt decency 
enter into any engagements for Gricating his title. 


But why may not the reaſons of this proceeding in 
the elcfor be directly contrary to what is commonly 
imagined ? Methinks, I could endeavour to believe 
that his highneſs is thoroughly acquainted with both 

ies; is convinced, that no true member of the 
church of England can eaſily be ſhaken in his princi- 
I of loyalty, or forget the obligation of an oath, 


any provocation. That theſe are therefore the peo- 
e he intends to rely upon, and keeps only fair with 
the others from a true notion he hath of their doctrines, 
which prompt them to forget their duty upon every 
motive of intereſt or ambition. If this con jecture be 
right, his highneſs cannot ſure but entertain a very 
high eſteem of ſuch miniſters, who continue to act 
under the dread and appearance of a ſucceſſor's ut- 
moſt diſpleaſure, and the threats of an enraged fac- 
tion, whom he is ſuppoſed alone to favour, and to be 
guided entirely in his judgment of Britiſh affairs and 
perſons by their opiniors. FM 
But to return from this digreſſion: the preſence of 
that infant prince ® among us could not, I think, in 
any ſort be inconfiſtent with the ſafety of the queen; 
he would be in no danger of being corrupted in his 
principles, or expoſed in his perſon by vicious compa- 
nions; he could be at the head of no factious clubs 
and cabals, nor be attended by a hired rabble, which- 
his flatterers might repreſent as popularity. He would 
have none of that impatience which the Loidy of hu- 
man nature gives to expecting heirs. There would 
be no pretence for men to nas their court by affect- 
ing German modes and re ts in dreſs or behavi- 
our: nor would there be an occaſion of inſinuating to 
him, how much more his levee was frequented, than 
the anti-chambers of St. James's. Add to all this, 
the advantages of being equcated in our religion, laws, 
language, manners, nature of the government, each 
ſo very different from theſe ke would leave behind. 
By which likewiſe he might be highly ufetul to * fa- 
| | | ther, 


„ 


® The infant prince was the fon of the electoral prince of Hano- 
ver, who might be choſen to reſide here in conſequence of the me- 
morial. See p. 400. Faw. 


je ſy, | 
her miniſtry ; to make ſuch demands be ſtill inſiſted 


* 
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ther, if that prince ſhould happen to ſurvive her ma- 


be late king William, who, after his marriage 


with the lady Mary of England, could have no pro- 
bable expectation of the crown, and very little even 
of being a queen's huſband (the duke of Vork having 
a young wife) was no ſtranger to our language cr 
manners, and went often to the chapel of his prin- 
ceſs; which I obſerve the rather, uſe I could 
heartily wiſh the like diſpoſition were in another court, 
and becauſe it may be diſa greeable to a prince to take 
up new doctrines on a ſudden, or ſpeak to his ſubjects 


by an interpreter. 


An ill-ratured or inquiſitive man may ſtill, perhaps, 
defire to preſs the queſtion further by aſking, what 1s 


to be done, in caſe it ſhould ſo happen, that this 


malevolent working party at home hath credit enough 
with the court of ver to continue the ſuſpicion, 
jealouſy, and uneaſineſs there againſt the queen and 


e 
with ; and in the mean time to at arm's length 
bg +; I con junction with thoſe 
who er. | 3 i 
I take the anſwer to be eaſy : in all conteſts the ſaf- 


eſt way is to put thoſe, we diſpute with, as much in 


the as we can. When her Majeſty ſhall have 
offered loch or the like conceſſions as I have above 
mentioned, in order to remove thoſe ſcruples artificial- 
Ay in the mind of the t heir, and to 

ivide him from that faction hy which he is ſuppoſed 
to have been miſled ; ſhe hath done as much as any 

Ince can do, and more than any other would proba- 


ly do in her caſe; and will be juſtified before God 


and man, whatever be the event. The equitable part 


of thoſe, who now fide againſt the court will proba- 


bly be more temperate ; and, if a due diſpatch be 
made in placing the civil and military power in the 
hands of ſuch as wiſh well to the conſtitution, it 
caynot be any way for the quiet or intereſt of a ſuc- 
ceſſor to gratify to fmall a faftion, as vill prcbably 


then 
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then remain, at the expence of a much more nume- 
rous and conſiderable part of his ſubjects. Neither do 
I fee how the principles of ſuch a party, either in re- 
ligion or government, will prove very agreeable, be- 
cauſe I think Luther and Calvin ſeemed to have dif- 
ſered as much as any two among the reformers : and, 
becauſe a German prince will probably be ſuſpicious 
of thoſe, who think they can never depreſs the prero- 
gative enough. . 

But ſuppoſing, once for all, as far as poſſible, that 
the elecbur ſhould utterly refuſe to be upon any terms 
of confidence with the preſent miniſtry, and all others 
of their principles, as enemies to him and the ſuc- 
ceſſion; nor eaſy with the queen herſelf : but upon 
ſuch conditions as will not be thought content with 
her ſafety and honour ; and continue to place all his 
hopes and truſt in the diſcontented party. I think it 
were humbly to be wiſhed, that whenever the fuc- 
ceſſion ſhall take place, the alterations intended by 
the new prince ſhould be made by himſelf, and not by 
his deputies - becauſe I am of opinion, that the cla 
empowering the ſucceſſor to appoint a latent, unlimited 
number, additional to the feven regents named in the 

act, went upon a ſuppoſition, that the ſecret committee 
would be of ſuch, whoſe enmity and contrary princi- 

= diſpoſed them to confound the reſt. King 
illiam, whoſe title was much more controverted 
than that of her Majeſty's ſucceſſor can ever probably 


be, did for ſeveral years leave the adminiftration of 


the kingdom in the hands of Lords Juſtices, during 
the height of a war, and while the abdicated prince 
bimſelf was frequently attempting an invaſion : from 
whence one might imagine, that the regents appoint- 
ed by parliament upon the demiſe of the crown would 
be able to keep the peace —_— an abſence of a few 
weeks without any callegues. However, I am pretty 
confident that the only reafcon, why a power was given 
of chuſir g dormant viceroys, was to take away all pre- 
tence of a neceſſity to invite over any of the family 
here, Curing her Majeſtx's life. So that J do not well 
apprevend what arguments the elector can uſe to inſiſt 
upon bath 5 
To 


times, we find 
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To conclude ; the only way of ſecuring the conſti- 
tution in church and ſtate, and conſequently this very 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion, itſelf, will be by leſſening the 
power of our domeſtic adverfaries as much as can 
bly conſiſt with the lenity of our government; 


| and, if this be not ſpeedily done, it will be eaſy to 


point where the nation is t9 fix the blame : for we 


are well aſſured, that fince the account her Majeſty re- 
_ ceived of the cabals, the triumphs, the inſolent be- 
| haviour of the whole faction during her late illneſs at 


Windſor, ihe hath bee nas willing to fee them depriv- 
ed of all power to do miſchiei, as any of her moſt 


zealous and loyal ſubjects can deſire. 


Tnovers on Various SUBJECTS. 


FE have juſt enough religion to make us hate, 
but not enough to make us love one another. 


Reflect on things paſt, as wars, negociations, facti- 
ons, c. we enter ſo little into thoſe intereſts, that we 


wonder how men could poſſibly be ſo buſy and con- 
cerned for _ ſo tranſitory; look on the preſent 
e ſame humour, yet wonder not at 


A wiſe man endeavours, by conſidering all circum- 
ſtances, to make conjectures, and form concluſions ; | 


but the ſmalleſt accident intervening (and in the 


courſe of affairs it is impoſſible to foreſee all) does 
often produce ſuch turns and changes, that at laſt 
he is juſt as much in doubt of events as the moſt igno- 


rant and unexperienced perſon. 


Poſitiveneſs is a good quality for preachers and ora- 
tors, becauſe he that would obtrude his thoughts and 
reaſons upon a multitude, will convince others the 


mare, as he appears convinced himſelf. 


How is it poſſible to expect that mankind will take 
advice, when they will not ſo much as take warning? 

I forget whether advice be among the loſt things, 
which Aric ſto fays are to be found in the moon; that 
and time ouzhkr to have been there. 3 

| 2 
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No preacher is liſtened to but time, which gives us 
the ſame train and turn of thought, that elder people 
have tried in vain to put into our heads before. 

When we defire or folicit any thing, our minds 
run wholly on the good fide or circumſtances of it; 


ones. 
In a glaſs-houſe the workmen often fling in a ſmall 

22 cf freſh coals, which ſeems to diſturb the 
| „but very much enlivens it. This ſeems to allude 


to a gentle ſtirring of the paſſions, that the mind may 


not languiſh. y | 
| Religion ſeems to have grown an infant with age, 
and requires miracles to nurſe it, as it had in its in- 


fancy. 


of pain or languor; it is like ſpending this year part 
of the next year's revenue. 

The latter part of a wife man's life is taken up in 
curing the follies, prejudices, and falſe opinions he 
bad contracted in the former. : 


een 
relation to poſterity, let him conſider in od books 


what he finds that he is glad to know, and what 
omiſſions he moſt laments. , 


_ immortality to none but themſelves: it is Homer and 
Virgil we reverence and admire, not Achilles or 
ZE1eas. With hiſtorians it is quite the contrary ; 
our thoughts are taken up with the actions, perſons, 
and events we read, and we little regard the authors. 


When a true genius appears in the world, you may 


know him by this ſign, that the dunces are all in con- 
federacy againſt him. C 
Men who poſſeſs all the advantages of life, are in a 
ſtate where there are many accidents to diſorder and 
diſcompoſe, but few to pleaſe them. 


It is unwiſe to puniſſi cowards with ignominy ; for, 


if they had regarded that, they would not have been 

cowards ; death is their proper puniſhment, becauſe 

they fear it mc. = _ 
I The 


when it is obtained, our minds run wholly on the bad 


2382 22 Org 


All fits of pleaſure are balanced by an equal degree 


Whatever the poets pretend, it is plain they give 


deen taken to limit men's poſſeſſions; which is done 
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The greateſt inventions were produced in the times 

of ignorance ; as the uſe of the compaſs, gunpowder, 

and printing; and by the dulleſt nation, as the 
G Wd 


One argument to prove that the common relations 


of ghoſts and ſpectres are generally falſe, may be drawn 


from the opinion held, that fpirits are never ſeen by 
more than one perſon at a time; that is to ſay, it ſel- 


dom happens to above one perſon in a company to be 
_ poſſeſſed with any high degree of ſpleen or melan- 
choly. 


I am apt to think, that in the day of 1 there 
will be ſmall allowance given to the wife for their 
want of morals, and to the ignorant for their want of 
faith, becauſe both are without excuſe. This renders 
the advantages equal of ignorance and knowledge. 
But ſome fcruples in the wite, and ſome vices in the 
ignorant, will 1 be forgiven upon the ſtrength 
of temptation to each. | 

The value of ſeveral circumſtances in ftory leffens 
very much by diftance of time, though ſome minute 
circumſtances are very valuable; and it requires 


great judgment in a writer to diftinguiſh. 


It is grown a word of courſe for writers to fay, 


This critical age! as divines ſay, This finful age“ 


It is pleaſant to obſerve how free the preſent age is 
in laying taxes on the next: Future ages ſball talk 
this ; this f all be famous to all pefterity whereas their 
time and thoughts will be taken up about preſent 
things, as ours are now. "IEP 
Tbe cameleon, who is ſaid to feed upon nothing 
but air, hath of all animals the nimbleſt tongue. 

When a man is made a ſpiritual peer he loſes his 
dename; when a temporal, his Chriſtian name. 

It is in diſputes as in armies, where the weaker ſide 


ſets up falſe lights, and makes a great noiſe, to make 


the enemy believe them more numerous and ftrong 
thas they really are. | | 2 8 
Some men, under the notions of weeding out pre- 
judices, eradicate virtue, honeſty, and religion. 5 
In all well-inſtituted commonwealths, care has 


for 


— 
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for many reaſons, and among the reſt, for one which 
* * 
t to men's defires, after they have acquired as much 
as the laws will permit them, their private intereſt is 
at an end, and they have nothing to do but to take 
care of the public. 3 8 
There are but three ways for a man to revenge him- 
ſelf of the cenſure of the world; to deſpiſe it, to 
return the like, or to endeavour to live ſo as to avoid 
it: the firſt of theſe is uſually pretended, the laſt is 


almoſt impoſſible, the univerfal practice is for the 


ſecond. © 
Herodotus tells us, that in cold countries beaſts 
very ſeldom have horns, but in hot they have very 
large ones. This might bear a pleafant application. 
I never heard a finer piece of ſatire againſt lauyers, 
than that of a//rologers, when they pretended by rules 


of art to tell when a fuit will end, and whether to 


the advantage of the plaintiff or defendant ; thus 
making the matter depend entirely upon the influence 


ol the ſtars, without the leaſt regard to the merits of 


the cauſe. 


The expreſſion in the Apecrypha about Tobit ard 
his dog following him I have often heard ridiculed, 


yet Homer has the fame words of Telemachus more 
than once; and Virgil fays ſomething like it of 
Evander. And I take the beck of Tobit to be partly 
poetica. 

I have known ſome men poſſeſſed of good qualities 


which were very ſerviceable to others, but uſeleſs to 
themſelves: like a ſun- dial on the front of a houſe, to 


inform the neighbours and paſſengers, but not the 
owner within. 


If a man would regiſter all his opinions upon love, 


politics, religion, learning, Cc. beginning from his 
ycuth and fo go en to old age, what a bundle of incon- 


fiſtencies and contradictions would appear at laſt ? 
What they do in Heaven we are ignerant of; what 
they do not we are told expreſly, that they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage. 
When a man obſerves the choice of ladies now-a- 
days in the diſpenſing cf their favours, can he forbear 
| | paying 


is not often conſidered, that when bounds are 
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paying ſome veneration to the memory of thoſe mares 
mentioned by Xenophon 1, who, while their manes 
were on, that is, while they were in their beauty, 
would never admit the embraces of an aſs. 

It is a miſerable thing to live in ſuſpence ; it is the 


life of a ſpider. 


Vive quidem, pende tamen, improba, dixit. 
5 Ovid Metam. 
The Stoical ſcheme of ſupplying our wants by lop- 


ping off our deſires, is like cutting off our feet when 


we want ſhoes. | 


Phyſicians ought not to give their judgment of reli- 
gion, for the fame reaſon that butchers are not admit- 
ted to be be jurors upon life and death. 

The reaſon, why fo few marriages are happy, is; 
becauſe young ladies ſpend their times in making nets, 
not in making cages. OM. 

if a man will obſerve as he walks the ſtreets, I be- 


lieve he will find the merrieft countenances in mourn- 


ing coaches. e 
Nothing more unqual.hes a man to act with pru- 


dence, than a misfcrtune that is attended with ſhame 
and guilt. 


The power of fortune is confeſſed only by the mi- 


ſerable; for the happy impute alt their feccefs to 
prudence or merit. * 


Ambition often puts men upon doing the meaneſt 


offices ; fo climbing is performed in the fame poſture 


with creeping. | _ 
Ill company is like a dog, whodirts thoſe moſt whom 
he loves beſt. | „ | 
_ Centure is the tax a man pays to the public for be- 
ing eminent. | | 
Although men are accufed for not knowing their 
own weakneſs, yet perhaps as few know their own 
ſtrength. It is in men as in feils, where ſometimes 
there is a vein of gold which the owner knows not of. 
Satire is reckoned the eaſieſt of all wit; but I rake 
it to be otherwiſe in very bad times: for it is as hard 
to ſatirize well a man of diſtinguiſhed vices, as to praiſe 


} De Re Equeſtri 


zo _ THOUGHTS ON 


well a man of diſtinguiſhed virtues. It is eaſy enough 
to do either to people of moderate characters. 
Invention is the talent of youth, and judgment of 
age; ſo that our judgment grows harder to pleaſe, 
when we have fewer things to offer it: this goes 
through the whole commerce ot life. When we are 
old, our friends find it difficult to pleaſe us, and are 
| lefs concerned whether we be pleaſed or no. 
No wiſe man ever wiſhed to be younger. 
An idle reaſon leſſens the weight of the good ones 
you gave before. 5 . 
The motives of the beſt actions will not bear too 
ſtrict an enquiry. It is allowed, that the cauſe of 
moſt actions, good or bad, may be reſolved into the 
love of ourſelves; but the ſelf-love of ſome men in- 
clines them to pleaſe others; and the ſelf-love of 
others is wholly employed in pleaſing themſelves. 
This makes the great diſtinction between virtue and 
vice. Religion is the beſt motive of ail actions, yet 
— allowed to be the higheſt inſtance of felf- 
When the world has once begun to uſe us ill, it af- 
terwards continues the ſame treatment with leſs ſcru- 
ple or ceremony, as men do to a whore. 
Old men view beſt at a diſtance with the eyes of 
their underſtanding as well as with thoſe of nature. 
Some people take more care to hide their wiſdom 
than their folly. 355 
Arxbitrary power is the natural object of temptaticn 
to a prince, as wine or women to a young fellow, or 
a bribe to a judge, or avarice to old age, or vanity 
to a woman. 5 5 DE. 
Anthony Henly's farmer dying of an aſthma, ſaid, 
well, if I can get this breath once out, Fl take care 
it ſhall never get in again. 5 
The humour of exploding many things under the 
name of trifles, fopperies, and only imaginary goods, 
is a very falſe proof either of wiſdom or magnanimity, 
and a great check to virtuous actions. For inſtance, 
with regard to fame: there is in mc people a reluc- 
tance and unwillingnefs to be forgotten. We obſerve 
even among the vulgar, how fond they are to have 


an 


| an infcription over their grave. 
| philoſophy to diſcover and obſerve that there is no in- 


perty in land. 


VARIOUS SUBJECTS. an 
It requires but little 
trinfic value in all this; however, if it be founded in 


our nature, as an incitement to virtue, it ought not 
to de ridiculed. | 


Complaint is the largeſt tribute heaven receives, 
and the ſincereſt part of our devotion. | 
The common fluency of ſpeech in many men, and 
moſt women, is owing to a fcarcity of matter, and a 
ſcarcity of words: for whoever is a maſter of lan- 
age, and hath a mind full of ideas, will be P in 
— ing to befi:ate upon the choice of buth ; where- 
as common ſpeakers have only one ſet of ideas, and 


one ſet of werds to clothe them in; and theſe are al- 


ways ready at the mouth: ſo people come faſter out 
of a church when it is aimoſt empty, than when a 
croud is at the door. | | 

Few are qualified to Hine in company; but it is in 
moſt men's po er to be azreeable. The reaſon there 
fore, why con verlation runs fo low at preſent, is ng t 


the defect of underſtanding, but pride, vanity, ill- 
rature, affectat ion, firguſari:cy, poñtivenefs, or ſeme 
other vice, the effect or a wreng education. | 


To be vain is rather a mark of humility than pride. 
Vain men delight in telling what honours bave been 
done them, what great con:pany they have kept, and 


the like, by which they plainly confefs that theſe ho- 


nours were more than their due, and ſuch as their 
friends would not believe if they had not been told: 
whereas a man truly proud thinks the greateſt honours 
below his merit, and conſequently ſcorns to boaſt. I 
therefore deliver it as a maxim, that whoever defires 
the cha racter of a proud man, ought to conceal his 
vanity. „„ | * 

Law, in a free ccuntry, is, or ought to be, the de- 
termination of the majority of thoſe who have pro- 


afed to the diſadvantage of Provi- 


One argument 


Cence, I take to be a very ſtrong one in its defence. 


It is objected, that ſtorms and tempeſts, unſruitrul 
ſeaſons, ſerper:ts, ſpiders, flies, and other noxious or 
troubleſome a:unals, with many more inftances of the 
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like kind, diſcover an imperfection in nature, becauſe 


human life would be much eafier without them; but 
the delign of providence may clearly be perceived in 
this proceeding. The motions of the fun and moon; 
in ſhort, the whole ſyſtem of the univerſe, as far as 


philoſcphers have been able to difcover and obſerve, 


are in the utmeſt degree of regularity and perfection: 
but wherever God hath left to man the power of in- 
terpoſing a remedy by thcught or labour, there he 
hath placed things in a ſtate of imperfection on pur- 
poſe to ſtir vp human induſtry, without which life 
wouid ſtagnate, or indeed rather could not ſubſiſt at 


all: Curis acuunt mortalia corda. 


Praiſe is the daughter of preſent p- wer. 
How ir conſiſtent is man with bimſelf! | 5 
I have known ſeveral perſons, of great fame for wiſ- 
dom in public affairs, and councils, governed by fool- 
iſh ſervants. | | 
I bave kncwn great miniſters, Ciſtinguiſhed for wi 


and learning, who preferred none but dunces. 


I have knewn men of great valour ccuarcs totheir 
wives. EE eng 3 5 

I bave known men cf the greateſt cunning perpetu- 
ally cheated. . . 
I knew three great miniſters, who could exactly 
compute and ſettle che accompts uf a kingdom, but 
were wholly ignorant cf the'r own eccnemy. 

The preaching of divines helps to preſcrve well-ir- 
clined men in the courſe of virtue, but ſeldom or ne- 
ver reclaims the vicicus. | | 
Princes uſually make wiſer choices than the ſervants 
whem they truſt for the diſpoſal of places: I have 
known a prince, more than once, chufe, an able mi- 


nniſter; but I never obſerved that miniſter ta uſe his 


credit in the difpoſal of an emplcvment to a perſon 
whom he thought the fitteſt for it. One of the great- 
eſt in this age owned ard excuſed the matter from 
the violence of parties, and the urreaſona bleneſs of 
friends. | | = 125 
Small cauſes are ſufficient to make a man uneaſy, 
when great ones are not in the way: for want of a 
lock he will tumble at a frau. 
Dignity, 
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Dignity, high ſtation, or great riches, are in ſome | 
ſort nece to old men, in order to keep the youn 
at a diſtance, who are otherwife too apt to 2 
them upon the ſcore of their age. 
Every man defires to live long ; but no man would 


be old. Love of flattery in moſt men proceeds from 


the mean opinion they have of themſelves ; in women 
from the contrary. 1 
If books and laws continue to increaſe as they have 


done for fifty years paſt, Iam in ſome concern for fu- 


ture ages, how any man will be learned, or any man 
a lawyer. : „„ 
Kings are commonly faid to have long hands ; I wiſh 
they had as long ears. 35 | 
Princes in their infancy, childhood, and youth, are 


aid to diſcover prodigious parts and wit, to ſpeak things 


that ſurprize and aſtoniſh: ſtran ge, ſo many hop 
princes, and fo many ſhametul kings! If they happen 


to die youre, they would have been prodigies of wit- 
dom ard virtue: if they hve, they are often prodigies 


inceed, but of another fort. 1 

Politics, as the word is commonly underſtocd, are 
nothing but corruptions, and ccnfequently of no uſe 
to a good king, or a good miniſtry; for which reaſon 
ec uris are fo oven- run wich politics. . 

Silerus, the foſter-father of Bacchus, is always car- 
ried by an 2½, and has horns on his head. The mo- 
ral is, that drunkards are led by fools, and have a 
great chance io be cuckolds. =» 

Venus, a beauriful, good-natured lady, was the 
goddeſs of love; Juno, a terrible ſhrew, the goddeſs 


of marriage: and they were always mortal enemies. 


Thoſe who are againſt religion, muſt needs be fools; 
and therefcre we read that, of all animals, God re- 
fuſed the frft-born of an als. 

A very little wit is valued in a woman, as we are 
pleaſed wich a few words ſpoken plain by a parrot. 

A nice man is a man of naſty ideas. 

Apollo was held the God ef phyſic, and ſender of 
diſeaſes. Both were originally the ſame trade, and 
ſtill continue. ” 1 
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Old men and comets have been reverenced for the 
ſame reaſon ; their long beards, and pretences to fore- 
tel events. 5 

A perſon was aſked at court, what he thought of 
an ambaſſador, and his train, who were all embroi- 
and lace, full of bows, cringes, and geſtures; 
he ſaid, it was Solomon's importation, gold and apes 

There is a ſtory in Paufanias of a plot for berrying 
of a city diſcovered by the braying of an aſs: 
cackling of geeſe ſaved the capital, and Cataline's = 
ſpiracy was — by a whore. Theſe are the 

only three animals, as far as I remember, famous in 
' hiſtory as evidences and informers. 

Moft forts bf diverſions in men, children, and other 
animals, are an imitation of fighting. 2 

Auguſtus meeting an a/s with a Jucky name foretold 
himſelf good fcrrune. I meet many affes, but none of 
them have lucky names. | 

If a man makes me keep my diſtarce, the comfort 
is, he keeps bis at the ſame time. 
| Who can deny that all men are violent lovers of 
truth, when we fee them fo poſitive in their errors, 
which they will maintain out of their zeal to truth, 
although they contradict themſelves every day of their 
lives? 

That was excellently obſerved, ſay I, when I read a 
Lge in an author, where his opinion agrees with 
When we differ, there 1 pronounce him to be 
— 
Very few men, — ſpeaking, live at preſent, 
but are providing to live another time. 
As univerſal a practice as lying is, and as eaſy a one 
as it feems, F do not remember ' to have heard three 
good lyes in all my converſation, even from thoſe who 
were moſt celcbrated in chat faculty. 


2 
The Endof ile Fo vu vor umn: - 


